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he Etate epartment oi Health takes this onoortunity to again recommend
that private physicians make this test's mattei of routine wherever possible ,

It is regrettable that such a large percentage 01 specimens
oi blood submitted for the Jassermann test by private physicians through
other channels than the Laboratory directly are unsatisfactory or are broken
in transit. Even when not broken almost all of unbroken specimens are
hemolyzed due in large measure to the shaking received during transportation

.Therever the facilities of the local boards of healtht hr o ug h t he ma i 1.
would permit it is recommended that the serum be withdrawn from each specimen

as such rather than the whole blood be sent to the Laboratory,and s ubmitte*.

It would be comparitively easy for each agent of the local board of health

to send one oi its representatives to the laboratory to learn the technique

A single day so spent would be of advantage to theof withdrawing serums.

Il JSTEY .

On Hay 1st 1916 tne Department of Animal Industry formally trans-
This work is

now being carrie
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a list of the examinations made.

ferrod its pathologic work to the State ^epartment of Health.
on in the '.Yassermann Laboratory. The following table -ivee,

physicians whom these boards oi health serve,

Miscellaneous Ex amina­
tions :

Staphlouoccus Septicemia
f < Anthrax

as aie discovered by this method in the case of institutional patients.
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The following is a brief description of the routine examination
in the State Lal t r^ .
the positives and doubtfuls from the first test are withdrawn and retested
on the same day. This renders technical error practically impossible
and admits of a concentration of time on the most significant reactions

I may say that the most prolifictested on that day.
..... a ¥orl is iepe ' 1 icontrolled tests £ ” fail t< pro

perly identify each specimen as it passes through the complicated ma.chin-
e r y re q i 7 i r e d f o r ’.7a s s e r ma nn ex a mi n a t i o n.

I had hoped to talk of the incidence of the disease in the
But this in itself would

1

475 were positive by the ‘Jassermsnn testhad 1 sei infected with syphilis.

This has the largest significance,Lasscrmann examination had beer wa.de.

hospitals where excellent facilities for clinical examination were present.
The conclusion is therefore easily reached, that even in the hands of an
expert clinicial syphilis, although present, is difficult of detection.

with the causitive agent of syphilis. In this community very rarely an
acute febrile condition such as pnuemonia and malaria may give a positive
reaction.

All sped s fc ■ e - ‘ ver iay ai e t ested ■ n 1

and 55$ of these 475 wore not suspected of having the disease, until a

when one considers that the majority of these patients were in good

source of poor

spend at thi.s_.time. I can say, however,
ntl s, 111 3 ps tients wer i d, sea ^logically, 15$ of these patients

various groups examined by the SGate Laboratory.
• onstil discus io soveri inch longer period than we can afford to

that during the per-Led8 of five

BIASKOLTIC OiJ-JLPlCAkCL 01 TJJ T2oT.
Positive indicates that the patient has been, or is, infected

wa.de


the absence
' ypi His

lly chief interest is in doubtful reactions and yet it is the most
stimulate a similar amount of interest in t) . >hy

s ? d ins i1 rtd ho avail themselves of the services of the Labor-
The usual reaction to a doubtful report is either that it means

submit another specimen.nothing or that possibly it would be wise t 7? hen
this is done and the second report is given as negative both patient and
physic i 2 slighted a 1 feel no/f i ’th r/n ece.se Ltj 1—< v c :

I cannot too strongly insist that doubtful means- that there is a
and ih my experience persistently■ . • ■ . ' ' ' ’ inf tion5

?• 2 Li ti ;1 j reac Cions a 1 saj ea syphil

Ixlhhzil J 1>IC

I can only offerIn this field our experience is not so mature.
an mtline of my personal experience which has been founded on many

But before doing this it will be bestdred cases of tree syphilis-
As the result of an infection

Ac speak of thisthe individual a chemical or physico-chemical chan c .

On the other hand when the body has been freed of the

i n f e c t e d i n o. i v i d u a 1 - 7/hen the infection has had months or years

duration before treatment and. the 7/assermann reaction has bee*.; consequently

be exnocted

f the methods now used.

5.

difficult problem to

infecting agent there is} in many instances, a gradual disappearance of 
specific antibodies and a return to the serologic metabolism of the un—

f irmly estahlished^ the disappearance of this reaction cannot
to follow a few injections of salvarsan or a few months of mercury by any

as antibody formation which symbolically explains certain serologic reac- 
tio s. V^^^reatment of the disease is Sire st ad t< yard ridding the body of

the infectious agent. It has nothing whatsoever to do directly with the
so-called antibody, nfT-

to consider the pathology of the disease.
with'©, Spirochaeta pallida there is •for-ise'd in the blood and serous fluids of

resul ts should be obtained before reaching a ny conclusion ss tn



6.

A patient after
having received several months of anti-specific treatment consisting nfn
salvarsan and intramuscular mercury had a persistently positive reaction

One year later
this patient e3 u i ed e d a negative result obtained. ho had had
no anti-specific treatment during the interine.
Her treatment bad killed the spirocheetes.

Time only was necessary to make the positive reaction fade intoamounts.
a negative one.

symptoms? if these* questions are satisfactorily answered and the char'acter,

the clinicians desist
iCally and to submit specimens

A persistent negative in a treated case is rarely accompanied

that a previous 7/as Hermann test had been positive.

Prompt. recognition and intelligent treatment of this disease is
a public health problem of the first importance^ and the State Department

shift to-.yard the negative pha^ e

of her treatment arid a month following it.

When I am asked what the significance of appositive reaction
‘.7hat has been the character/##^ 

Is the patient clinically free from

time and amount of treatment bee dequate in n^^x^^ence^I^su : t tl 
£tAfurther treatment^ simply watch the patient clin-

months -e

g •_ ■ ■■ ' • ■ -

& amount and ierrntv-fvo t ed- ta—tr^eatment?

of Health wishes every physician and every institution, public and private 
to cooperate in the eradication of the disease, A

during the course

Douljt.ful‘therapudirally means that the reaction is beginning Ir­

by clinical symptoms and would indicate a cure, hut only under the proviso

The conclusion is^obve ous» 
CAM. < * £ '

It was ample in tJjao and in

One case will illustrate what I have ;’ust said.


