The old Village Bchool aud Town Hall

Of a1l the persons returaing for the Shelburne High School Reunion tuis
suumer & uere tﬁgt;ﬁo&%%n Shelburney, will bring with them
memories oi tnelr school days, fricuds and teachers in ms‘ulhse‘ 8chool
building. . S

In the 151l of 1925 it was destroyed by fire sloag with the adjacent
Town Hull (built in 1866). Wnile the Voluntesr Fire Departumeat with its
Model 1 truck @avtled in vain, dogens of fanilies and town offieials loocked
on from tie Parude with dismey and comcarn about where to mbixm the educes

tion of suse one hundred pupiis, For nearly two ,/uara “the

tueir pairisn netls to meel the problem, ‘ %

The schocl had been bullt to house both e.‘i.azéenw,g;_,am high school clusses

" and ori; Anelly copsisted of only the central portliemn, preunung all 4pposraice
asimiler to thst of the Towm Hall at the rigut Duling‘ suhuquant a,.l.teramons
arouad the turn of the cen

the nortn i souti wings were added/end for the m ot its existeacs
it consicwed of tawo nous rooms aa. one cleps reos on sach ﬂm.

it stood on tac site of the ,rescat Villege School wiore previously tue
"daite Courci® had stood until 1t burned iu 1865. The eite was town property,
deeded in Ls07 by Capte Senjamin Herriirton for the esteblémivsent of & clLurcn
which wes opon to all denomingtions and to toWvn meellngs.

The Pown of Shelburne did not support a high school unﬂ.l %nz aftér
the Civil dar," but it did maintain as many as fourteen W district
gcacols at one tiues The villsge district wgs ko, 13 and mas;o it was voted
to buiid o Grick sciool 208 X 26 wiich was open for cla.asu in 1831,

lo provide further education an "acedemy or puivato adgh wwol" {called
by some residents the “select school®) was cstablished ."Ln‘ thoﬂ..uage y Lut
apparently it did not fdemrish, for contemporary records mka‘»;iitth mention
of it. Toe Beers Atlas of Chittenden County (1u69) pe28 hxll.oatas & scaocl
dmeadiately aortn of the resent site of the Lxcelsior Press. It wa.eA Pré sl

iy tne acudemy,



Pe 2
The old Villagd School and Town iall

Qur present Villa,e School was open ior classes in 1927 and in addition
to the elesentary grades it provided at first a tuo-yinr and later a foure
sear high school curriculum until the opeaing of the Champlain Valliey Hnlon

High Schcol in 1964,



