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REMARKS AT DEDICATION OF i>IAHKSH AT SHELBUaME FALLS 
October 20, 1991, by F r e d e r i c k J . Reed 

Today, on the occasion of the dedication of t h i s marker, l e t us review 

some h i g h l i g h t s of Shelburne's e a r l y economic h i s t o r y , with some mention 

of a few e a r l y s e t t l e r s who took p a r t . 

I r a A l l e n , well-known f o r extensive development and ownership of 

property i n t h i s part of the Qreen Mountain S t a t e , added some land around 

Shelburne F a l l s to h i s domain i n I785. 

Rand's H i s t o r y of Chittenden County (1886) i n the chapter on Shelburne 

s t a t e s : "The f i r s t settlement commenced at Shelburne F a l l s was i n I785, by 

I r a A l l e n , then a r e s i d e n t i n Winooski V i l l a g e . A rudely-constructed log 

bridge was b u i l t across La P l o t t e R i v e r , a dam was constructed, 

a saw-mill erected on the north side of the stream, and a forge on the south. 

I n 1786 a dam was constructed a t the lower end of the f a l l s , and a g r i s t - m i l l 

put i n operation the next season," 

The log bridge, j u s t r e f e r r e d to, served f o r s e v e r a l years as the way 

to c r o s s the La P l o t t e R i v e r . E v e n t u a l l y , another bridge was b u i l t north of 

the v i l l a g e . U n t i l then the main route from Shelburne to Burlington was by 

way of the F a l l s bridge, north on Spear S t r e e t to the l a t e r s i t e of the Mary 

F l e t c h e r H o s p i t a l and then west i n t o the town of B u r l i n g t o n . 

Rand, I n a separate s e c t i o n of the Shelburne chapter, t e l l s us: "James 

Hawley, a n a t i v e of Connecticut, went from A r l i n g t o n , Vermont, i n the f a l l of 

1786 to Winooski F a l l s , i n the s e r v i c e of I r a A l l e n . He was a mechanic, and 

b u i l t the m i l l s f o r A l l e n , r e s i d i n g i n the l a t t e r ' s house during the progress 

of h i s work. He then b u i l t the m i l l s a t Swanton f o r A l l e n , and removed to 

Shelburne i n 1792, a t once c o n s t r u c t i n g the m i l l s a t the f a l l s f o r h i s old 

employer." 
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The s e v e r a l h i s t o r i a n s give us d i f f e r e n t information and we are l e f t i n 

doubt as to j u s t who a c t u a l l y did the b u i l d i n g and as to the c o r r e c t date or 

da tes of c o n s t r u c t i o n . I f a c t u a l l y b u i l t i n I785 or the e a r l i e r part of 1786, 

the m i l l w r i g h t must have been someone other than James Kawley because, accord­

ing to Hawley's granddaughter and a l s o to h i s t o r i a n Rand, he hadn't a r r i v e d 

on the northern Vermont scene. And as he didn't l i v e i n Shelburne u n t i l 1792, 

i t i s not easy to v i s u a l i z e him commuting s i x days a week from Winooski F a l l s 

to Shelburne to b u i l d something, e s p e c i a l l y considering the long workdays of 

those e a r l y y e a r s . Even today, that commute would be a chore! 

An a d d i t i o n a l comment about James Hawley by ^iand s t a t e s : " I n accordance 

w i t h a p e c u l i a r custom of those times he (while l i v i n g a t I r a A l l e n ' s ) was 

appointed by Ethan A l l e n to act as t a p s t e r a t that hertf's f u n e r a l , whenever i t 

should take place. He was, accordingly, steward on that occasion." 

The above i s c l a r i f i e d when we read a sentence from a paper w r i t t e n many 

years l a t e r by Hawley's granddaughter (the one already mentioned): "Ethan 

( A l l e n ) kept a b a r r e l of l i q u o r i n h i s c e l l a r f o r h i s f u n e r a l and he appointed 

my grandfather to draw the l i q u o r f t that time." The drawing took place i n 

due course a f t e r the old Green Mountain Boy's death. Perhaps Ethan's share 

of the b a r r e l ' s contents was i n him, as a n t i - f r e e z e , when he went to the here­

a f t e r on that c o l d day i n 1789* A f t e r Mr. Hawley's task had been achieved, 

i t i s easy to surmise t h a t only a mere fra.igrance of s p i r i t s remained i n that 

b a r r e l f o r any l a t e r enjoyment. 

Joshua Isham came to S t . George i n 1732|. and then removed to Shelburne i n 

1793, purchasing property e a s t of Shelburne F a l l s . H is f i r s t business venture 

was the purchase of Thaddeus T u t t l e ' s s t o r e , i n c l u d i n g goods, land and potash, 

probably i n l a t e 1795* T u t t l e moved to B u r l i n g t o n i n January of 179^ and 

became a prominent merchant the r e . A b i t l a t e r he purchased I r a A l l e n ' s 



g r i s t - m i l l and saw-mill and operated them throughout h i s long l i f e , which 

ended i n 1840. His daughter Sophia married Moses B l i s s and they became the 

parents of Joshua Isham B l i s s , who became a prominent educator and l a t e r a 

h i g h l y esteemed Episcopal clergyman. During h i s l a s t fourteen years he served 

as r e c t o r of S t . Paul's Church i n B u r l i n g t o n . I have with me a pic t u r e of the 

S t . Paul's c h o i r , taken probably i n 1896. I n the p i c t u r e are J . Isham B l i s s 

and h i s newphew, the Aev. George Yemans B l i s s , h i s a s s i s t a n t , who was to 

succeed him as r e c t o r i n I899, and l a t e r become bishop coadjutor of the Episco­

p a l Diocese of Vermont. George Y. B l i s s was born i n Shelburne, the son of 

George B l i s s , brother of J . Isham B l i s s . My Father, then 15, was i n the c h o i r 

and i s i n the p i c t u r e . 

Peregrine White was born on the Mayflower as she l a y at anchor i n Cape 

Cod Bay on November 20, I62O. He was the f i r s t c h i l d born to E n g l i s h parents 

i n New England. Nathan White, a descendant of Peregrine, came to Burlington 

i n 1791 and, i n 1799, removed to Shelburne. He bought, from Thaddeus T u t t l e , 

a farm o n P o t t i e r ' s P o i n t , the north end of Shelburne P o i n t . Nathan had three 

sons, Robert, Andrew and L e v a t e r . Levator was a master craftsman and spent 

h i s long l i f e i n steamboat c o n s t r u c t i o n and maintenance. Andrew White s e t t l e d 

i n Cleveland, Ohio. 

Robert White married a daughter of James Hawley and t h e i r daugher E l i z a ­

beth married E l i j a h Root, who f o r f i f t y - f i v e y e a r s , 1327-1882, was Chief 

Engineer f o r the Champlain T r a n s p o r t a t i o n C<»ipany. Root was i n charge of 

b u i l d i n g a l l steamboats of the company, from the f i r s t one, the F r a n k l i n , up 

through the Vermont I I , launched i n I 8 7 I . He r e t i r e d i n 1882 and died i n I883, 

before the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Chateaugay, the f i r s t i r o n - h u l l steamer, i n 

1838. During t h i s long period, which spanned the b u i l d i n g of a l l of the 

company's twnty-one wood-hulled steamers, he was i n close a s s o c i a t i o n with 
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h i s w i f e ' s u n c l e , L e v a t e r VfTiite. Thus we t i e t h a t area of Shelburne i n d u s t r y , 

the Shelburne Harbor s h i p y a r d , back to a Shelburne F a l l s pioneer. 

E l i z a b e t h Root wrote, some ye a r s a f t e r .her husband's death, a most 

i n t e r e s t i n g a r t i c l e which was read before the Vermont A n t i q u a r i a n S o c i e t y i n 

1502 by George G r e n v i l l e Benedict, Free P r e s s owner and l o n g - t i n e corresponding 

s e c r e t a r y of the Vermont H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . Mrs. Hoot, then 9 2 , was l i v i n g 

i n C a l i f o r n i a . I t was p r i n t e d i n the Free P r e s s and I have the copy from my 

mother's scrapbook. 

I am a g r e a t , g r e a t , g r e a t , great grandson of Mioses P i e r s o n , Maybe i t ' s 

simpler to say t h a t one of h i s great granddaughters had me as a great grandson. 

That in-between generation r e l a t i v e , Helen Maria P i e r s o n , married C u r t i s J . 

P a t t r i d g e of Shelburne Road, South B u r l i n g t o n . Smith F r i s b e e P i e r s o n who 

l i v e d up yonder on the h i l l , was her uncle and h i s son James Smith P i e r s o n , 

your L i b r a r y b e n e f a c t o r , was, of course, her f i r s t c o u s i n . That makes Jim 

P i e r s o n my f i r s t c o u s i n three times removed. Too removed f o r betquestl 

Some members of the P a r t r i d g e f a m i l y , i n l e a v i n g Massachusetts f o r the 

r a r i f i e d a i r of upper New England, changed the s p e l l i n g to f i t the pronuncia­

t i o n . So, my g e n e a l o g i c a l s e a r c h f o r P a r t r i d g e r e l a t i v e s i s j u s t another 

v e r s i o n of " p a t r i dge huntintf.'. 


