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p The Town ^fe l i v e i n 

kt the present time when t h e ponular fad i s searching old r e ­
cords and i n t e r v i e w i n g old i n h a b i t a n t s and when a v?ell e s t a b l i s h e d 
pedegree t r a c e d back t o a s o l d i e r of the Revolution i s a source of 
g r e a t e r p r i d e than even the possession of wealth or b r a i n s and when 
our homes are f i l l e d v;ith' ancient f u r n i t u r e some heirlooms and some 
not,. I have caught the i n f e c t i o n and have spent a l i t t l e time gather­
i n g a few f a c t s i n regard to our ovm tovm dear old "Shelbume". 

On the old gravestones sc a t t e r e d t h r 6 u g h t h e tovm we f i n d m-os 
and dates t h a t indic--te t h ^ t the f o r e f a t h e r s of many of us clea r e d 
the land and s e t t l e d here m?.ny vears ago. I n 1768 two ^rarmans s e t t l e d 
on two p o i n t s extending i n t o the l a k e which were named from them Lo­
gan and P o t t e r s p o i n t s . I n 1775 they went to Canada vrith lumber •:jnd 
were k i l l e d on the l a k e f o r t h e i r money. I t i s not knovjn v.'hether 
they l e f t any f a m i l i e s . Some ten f a m i l i e s s e t t l e d near the l a k e i n 
Shelburne before the Revolution but i t can not be found who they were 
except these t.ŵp,... j,ermans and Moses P i e r s o n s , v/ho located on v;hat i s 
know as the Ma^^eit"place novf ot-med hj .̂.'r. Botts o f Albany. He l e f t thef 
tpvrn during the war and i n 1783 he cane back and '••m. and Caleb "^mith, 
'V^.'y-i^.'."rr.. .Thomas H a l l , Hubble and Bush, Richard and Cershorn 
Lyon s e t t l e d i n tovm and i n '85 Daniol Barber, Daniel 
,., /laron Rov;ley, Samuel.. , EenJam.in Harrington, Oapt. B u r r - l t t , 
Joshua Reed, Timothy Hollabard,. Sturgess Morehouse, Remington B i t -
good, and J o s i a h Isham, located and became r e s i d e n t s and t h e next t'-roe 
y e a r s ' 8 6 , ' 8 7 , ' 8 8 , Maeck, H i l l , Trovrbridge, M i l l s Chittenden, Minors 
(Tage, Barstovr, Lyon, Sutton, Havrley, Saxton, Nash, Tracy, Labor, 
A v e r l l l , Hamilton and others s e t t l e d here, about t h i r t y f a m i l i e s a l l 
t o l d . * Shelburne v/as organized as a to\-m i n 1 7 8 7 . The name v;as give-o n 
honor of a noted nobleman i n l^ g l a n d , The E a r l of Shelburne. There i s 
evidence t h a t the land at the head of the bay and the m.outh of the r i ­
v e r v/as used bjit i n d i a n s as a l o c a t i o n f o r an I n d i a n v i l l a g e and hunt­
ing ground. I n 1788 Benjamin Harrington purchased a l o t i n the center 
of tovm and b u i l t a l o g house. I t was then an unbroken vrilderness and 
hemlock sv;amp v/here the b r i c k store i n the v i l l a g e nov; stands. 

In.1789 he b u i l t a frame house j u s t back of the hous>^ nav: ir.-:.. ."'l 
by i:)avid I r i s h . I n 1796 a f t e r the .main road was l a i n out from Middle- • 
bury to BiArlington he b u i l t the h o t e l v/hich has ever since been urad 
f o r a p u b l i c house. A son of Moses P i e r s o n Ziba l o c a t e d on the nai-.. 
road where a ¥x. Ray nov^ l i v e s . Usal P i e r s o n ovmed the farm t h a t Mr. 
T^letcher now owns. f-ta. Smith on Smith's p o i n t , Daniel Comstock on the 
l a k e shore, a l s o F r e d e r i c k Saxton. L e v i Comstfeck l i v e d on v^hat used 
to be the l a k e road from, C h a r l o t t e to B u r l i n g t o n . He b-i.ilt the great 
red b r i c k house l a s t occupied by K o r r i s M i l l e r . Lieutenant McDonough 
made t h i s house h i s headquarters w h i l e he v;as f i t t i n g some sloops of 
v;ar i n ouaker Smith Bay'during the war of 1812, w i t h which he v/cr :3 
g l o r i o u s v i c t o r y of P l a t t s b u r g . 

I n 1785 I r a A l l e n b u i l t a log bridge over the r i v e r at Shol'-- -r-o 
• ^ o l l s , a s a w n i l l , a g r i s t m i l l , and a forge. TTntil 1796 there was 
bridge across the r i v e r excepting t h i s one at the f a l l s . a n d a l l ':r- v,:;l 
to the north n e c e s s a r i l y went t h a t way. People l i v i n g i n the \tcct r t 

tovm passed the mouth of the r i v e r on a sandbar and t r a v e l e d a rough 
yoad near the shore of the bay n e a r l y v:here the csv t r a c k s nov; run i n 
^ i n g to B u r l i n g t o n . At t h i s time 1796 the main road v/as l a i d out and 
t % bridge across the L a P l a t t e r i v e r at the v i l l a g e was b u i l t . The 
-"ikst frame house vjas erected at the v i l l a g e i n 1784 on the land novr 



ov/ned by Mr. T ^ r g r ^ ^ ^ d In. 1790 g frame house was b u i l t by Moses 
P i e r s o n on the liaeal; place and now f o r a s p a r t of the house s t i l l 
occupied as a d w e l l i n g . 

The f i r s t teuilt was the old ^'ihite or T j n i o n church which stood 
near where the school house novj stands. 

Benjamin Harrington contracted f o r and b u i l t t h i s church i n I 8 0 8 . 
The ' ^ i r s t Methodist Church was b u i l t i n 1 8 3 1 and stood near vrhere the 
C a t h o l i c church nov; stands. The present Methodist church v;as erected 
i n 1 8 7 2 . I n 1840 a s m a l l number of Methodists l e f t t h e church and 
or~r'.nized a new church led by Nathaniel Gage. Thay b u i l t a church that 
stood at the j u n c t i o n of roads near the Miner place i n "^ast S h e l ­
burne, I n 1845 a p a r t of the members of the Methodist church seceded 
and organized n nev; chuBch, The ^-feslyan Methodist, and b u i l t and used 
f o r a church the house now occupied hj i ^ r s . James ^ f e l l s . The "Spis-
cotoals f o r d number-^of years held s e r v i c e i n the 'Jhite church. Vfter 
i t v;as burned i n I 8 6 8 they used the Tovm H a l l u n t i l the present church 
v;as b u i l t . 

Shelburne s e t t l e d so r a p i d l y t h a t i n 1 7 9 1 i t s population exceeded 
t h a t of B u r l i n g t o n . I t 'V.'as the day of l a r g e f a m i l i e s num.bering from 
e i g h t to f i f t e e n c h i l d r e n and there are records of one fc- . i i l y of 
tv;entyfour,one of tv;entyfive, and a number of ten to f i f t e e n . 

Often V';e see a q u i t e company bearing beneath the shade of t h e 
arbor Vlaes i n the graveyard the body of someone Vi;ho vrished to l i e 
at l a s t i n Shelburne, ̂ ^̂ e f e e l honored to have been born among the 
h i l l s of Verm.ont i n Shelburne, to have been taught i n her schools. 
May v;e be f u r t h e r taught by her b e a u t i f u l scenery, the granduer of her 
surrounding mountains and the l o v e l y expanse of v;ater at her f e e t , 
verdure i n sum.mer, her m.agnificlent snov;y v;hitoness i n v;inter, Hov; 
s u c c e s s f u l and sublime our l i v e s may be i f v;e but allow-the good 
fortune of our b i r t h r i g h t to i n f l u e n c e our c h a r a c t e r s . 
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