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SHELmPJm FALLS 

1867 

to -ttie t'jeat side of the wooden bridge was a saw m i l l . The LaPlott© 

r i v e r a t that time was quite a streaia, making a sizeable pond j u s t above 

the saw m i l l . A dm b u i l t back of the m i l l furnished the power. Another 

dam to the north, turned the wheels of t t e g r i s t - m i l l , f a l l i n g into a pleas­

ant quiet stream flowing throuj^ the meadows of Mr, Newell and !!r. Harring­

ton. Turaing west, i r ran under t^e old wooden bridge north of the v i l l a g e 

oa the s a i n highway, and so on, with a few crarves and turnings to the head . 

of the ^y» Altogether i t was a pretty stream, and on i t s banks i n season, 

grew th.e w i l d cardinal flower, and i n a l i t t l e back?/ater of the stream, prew 

a great bed of white w a t e r - l i l l i e s . I n winter, when tlie stream was frosen, 

the skaters among the yomg of the town, glided down the bay and out upon 

"tiie Lake. Sleighing parties a3^o drove oxit upon the f r o s m bay, to B u r l ­

ington. ReturninFc to the F a l l s , I do not remesaber ever having heard * o 

b u i l t the stone grist-«iill, but many a bushel of isheat and of corn was 

ground there i n those days i^ien that business was l i v e l y , I have been told 

that between that and tlie bridge once stood a woolen m i l l , but a l l trace of 

i t was gone, i n my day. The saw m i l l did a thrivin^i ; business a l s o , i n sawing 

•ap the logs the farmers brought i n . The m i l l yard on the side h i l l above the 

m i l l -as often f i l l e d with the logs, which furnished the farmers t h e i r hosae 

supply of lumber. 

Stepping throuRJi ihe bridge, a t the l e f t hand side was a siaall brown 

houae, and back of i t a blacksmith shop. There l i v e d Simon Curry, * o led 

the choir i n the Methodist Church and was active i n a l l i t s services. Passing 

up the h i l l , the staall white house a t i t s top, ifcere Mike and Mary Coggins now 

l i v e , was the home of Smith Pierson, father of Mr, Jaaes Fierson, our 
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Library benefactor. Ihether I f r , Smitli Pierson Y«S of the f i r s t or second 

generation from the o r i g i n a l family of s e t t l e r s of that name, I do not know, 

PurthK* up the h i l l , and a steep one i t was, stood, and stands today, the 

hone of Homer I r i s h , s t i l l occupied by mambers of h i s family. Mr. I r i s h was 

a s k i l l f u l worker with t o o l s , and did most beautiful carpenter work. He i t 

was, who more than s i x t y years ago, l a i d the handsane hard wood fl o o r s , made 

of tliree different kinds of woods, i n narrow s t r i p s i n the old Ezra 'feech 

house, now omed by Mr. and Mrs, Bostwick, 

I n my tiiae, there were three different Late f a m i l i e s , Mr, Curtis Lake, 

T^o l i v e d i n the house on the road frm the f a l l s to Charlotte, now owned 

by l!r , Stebbins, Nearer to the F a l l s l i v e d h i s brother Hazelton Lake, grand­

father of Frewees B u r r i t t Shearer, Another brother, E l i j a h Lake, l i v e d on the 

road to "Baptist Comers", beyond the F a l l s , where Fred Thomas now l i v e s . Fur­

ther, on that road where Milo IVebster now l i v e s , John Naramcre l i v e d , A daur^ter, 

Jennie Hara'rjore was the wife of Umry Roberts. T h ^ at one time occupied the 

house, afterward mcving to the v i l l a ? ^ , and were very important ra«nbers of the 

MethodJ.st chui-ch, and of the caanunity. 

Among the houses that stood on the one street of toe F a l l s , and s t i l l r e ­

mains af t e r a H these years, i s tl>^t where All«ai Bacon l i v e s , and also the 

house on the other sicte of the store and further on, Mr, Fred Bacon's house. 

On the s i t e of the store, now owied by Mr* Stacy, a l i t t l e one story building 

stood, and many a bottle of patent medicine went over the coiaiter beside the 

needfijl food products. (M ilh& otlier side of the street t^ere Mrs, John Noonaa 

l i v e s , stands the house •which was old then, and opposite i t , another quite as 

old. 

On the road froa the F a l l s to the v i l l a g e , on the east side, a eheese 

factory was b a i l t , a beautiful spring of water furnishing i t s supply, and prob­

ably the reason for the factory being b u i l t there. A Mr, James «hite owned i t . 



Aften-mrd moved i t to the v i l l a g e , ^>onth. of the freight station where i t 

served l a t e r as a roller-skatinr-; r i n k . And l a t e r s t i l l as a tenement. 

The small house north of the Weed homestead, now osmed by I l r s . Deyett, 

was b u i l t for a 7%sleyan Ifetoodist Church, when and #iey, I do not know. The 

f i r s t "Town H a l l " was b u i l t i n my day, and there we received our higher ediica* 

t i o n , and the s e a t s being wooden boiches with no propei" equipment for a school-rocHn 

Learning was hard to get, t h o u ^ the teachers did t h e i r best. 

Tracy and Maeck's store went through several changes of ownership. The 

Post Office, for years occupied the north east corner of i t u n t i l l a t e r i t 

was jjioved to i t s present s i t e . No one raay remember now, -Uiat the brick house 

belonging to the estate of Henry and Charles Tracy, was b u i l t of bricks t h a t 

formed the w a l l s of the old Methodist Church, and «̂as the hcaae of Llr and Ilrs 

Lee Tracy, parents of J u l i u s , Henry md Charles, 

I n 1867,-Colonel Frederick Fletdiei' occupied the nearfc house north, A 

very grand and comniandii^ figure he was. He was Uie grandfather of Carl F l e t ­

cher, Afterward the house vfas occupied by l i r . Geer, itiose wife was Hannah Harring­

ton, an aunt of Henr?- Harrington, 

There l i v e d a sainted woman f a m i l i a r l y known as Aunt Charlotte Gcaastock, 

i n the house where 'Irs D ^ e t t now l i v e s . At that time the house that i s now 

our l i b r a r y was the Methodist Parsonage. The Troy Conference sent a large and 

varied nimber of ministers to preside over the Methodist Church. Amonp the 

e a r l i e s t was the Rev. James Edgerton, the father of Mrs, J u l i u s Tracy, an 

earnest man of strong character. I have heard i t said he did a world of good, 

especially among the J/roung men, who even i n that time, were giveai t i i d l i n g 

amay t h e i r tme a t the hotel. He was returned by tlie Troy Conference to Shel-

biome more than once afterward. About I 8 7 0 , I believe he was there, as at that 

time hi s dauditer was married to J u l i u s Tracy, I have no doubt that l l r , Edgerton 
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inspired and encouraged the Methodist Society to build the handsome stone 

Church •aSiich now stands as a monument to the i r e f f o r t s . I t s history has been 

w e l l recorded. I t was noted, I hope, that the stones of •wSiich i t i s b u i l t , 

were quarried i n l^lllsboro across; the lake frcrn .Slielbume, and were brouf^t 

over on the i c e with ooc teams, 

Througji -tiie F a l l s Bridge t o the r i g h t turned the road to Baptist Comers 

in G h ^ l o t t e , On that road, not f a r from the bridge, s t i l l stands a siaall 

white house, tlie heme then of '!r I r a Andrews, He was the great gradnfather 

of Roy Patrick "rtho with h i s father, John I ^ t r i c k and h i s sons, Jcto and I^obert, 

carry on the great business of the G. S« Blodgett Co,, i n Btirlington. A son 

of I r a Andrews, Giles by name, b u i l t the house where Eustace Thoaas now l i v e s . 

His oldest sons, Truman and Edward, -mv^ i n my generation. Truman w i l l s t i l l 

be raaanbered i n the town as he and h i s familj^ l i v e d on the Nelson farm, j u s t 

over the Charlotte l i n e , h i s wife being Sarah Nelson. Edward, a f t e r h i s grad­

uation frcwi i J . l f . M . i n -ttie early 70's studied law and settled i n New York State, 

never cc®tng baek to h i s native towi. 

Sometl'iie i n theeai-ly s i x t i e s , the Marble Quarry was opened i n the east 

part of tJie town. I t was thought at f i r s t t o be of good value but for some 

reason, tlie business encted i n a short time. That vein of stone ran south 

through the town and ju a t over the Charlotte l i n e onto the farm of 1^, Lewis 

Helson. His »n-ia-law, Tnuaan ilaMrews, while l i v i n g there, opened a lime­

k i l n , but i t too, proved a f a i l ^ i r e , l argely owing, I believe, to tJie diffi«nlty 

of getting the product t o the r a i l r o a d , and so to market. 

Dr. Jonathan Taylor and h i s w i f e , Asenath L i t t l e , came to Shelburne scaae-

time between 1831 and 1835. He bou^t twilve acres of land fT<m I5r. Morse, i n 

Shelburne F a l l s and b u i l t the house nftiich a few years ago was the %o<iian's H a l l . 

There he l i v e d to old age, practicing h i s profession. I have heard i t said that 

following the custoEi of those days and that sdiool of medicine (allopathic) he 
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gave p i l l s "as big as yoisr two thisnbs" and too p u l l a tooth he sat the patient 

on the doorstep below him and applied the forceps. Being a large, powerful man, 

one can nictu.re the r e s u l t . He was s t r i c t l y honest, upright man, and Mien he 

found that a patients ailments were largely imaginary, he bluntly t o l d him so, 

for the doctors o f that e a r l y day Imew l i t t l e of the value of psychologic t r e a t ­

ment. 

H® and Mrs Taylor were members oi the Methodist Church. He often sought 

h i s closet and wrestled mightily i n prayer. I n h i s l a t e r years, when i t became 

d i f f i c u l t for him to walk around he wo^ald say with a groan, "The i n i q u i t i e s of my 

heels hath encompassed me" because i n his youth he had loved to dance. 

Dr. and ]'!rs. Tav'iors children, M r t l y CTOnmup vhrn they came to Rlielburne, 

were John Syng Dorsey Taylor, Joseph ?letherbee Taylor, Asenath and Nancy, The 

sons soon aftei'word entered the I'niversity of Vermont and then out into the 

world, so that they never shared very much i n the socia l l i f e of Shelburne, 

Across the road from Dr. Taylor's l i v e d tiie B l i s s family. Very is:portant 

c i t i z e n s of the tomi i n i ^ e i r day, Ur, George B l i s s axxd h i s family i n 1867 

occupied the old home. He was the father of Bishop George lemane B l i s s , •siio 

was bom i n that house, and TOS brother of J . Ishara HLiss, a much loved and 

prominent Episcopal Clergyman i n the norther part of our s'tate, Mr. Geor^ 

B l i s s planted tiie hedge o f t a l l cedars ^vhich extends from Paul L a v i c l e t t ' s cor­

ner to I'r, Vvestaiore's housej planted i t to protect a young orchard from the 

cold north winds. I n that same year (1867) they moved to Brandon and a few 

years l a t e r to C a l i f o r n i a , and settled i n Santa Barbara, where Mr. B l i s s bought 

3^d and planted a nut car-chard, which today i s i n the possession of the remain­

ing members of the family, and i s s t i l l bearing f r u i t . Mr. B l i s s may be 

toought of as a lover and planter of trees. The f i n e old house i n l a t e r years 

was tamed into a creamers'- and a t l a s t birned. 



After -fee f i r e some i n t s r e s t i n n facts of i t s history came to l i g h t . The 

founder of the f a n i l y « s loses B l i s s and i t i s -Britten of him that he case to 

St. Ĉ org© fi'oia (;if)and i n one day, -with the help of a f r i e n d , b u i l t a house I 

i n -vtrich he and h i s wife l i v e d for s i x months at l e a s t , daring which time she 

never saw another woman. Afterward l l r . B l i s s came to Shelburne and bought 

the farm now owned by Mke Thompson. Huth Read once t o l d me that there being 

no baridge across the La Plotte River at the F a l l s i n those ea r l y days, a road 

ran frcan the south on -fee east side of the stream, below the r i s e of ground 

on which -the Thompson house i s b u i l t , on t o the north passing -througii the Head 

fam a t the foot of the h i l l , and so to Byrlinijton. I do not r^iamber ever to 

have heard -^m i^t old wooden bridge i n the F a l l s b u i l t , but a f t e r i t was 

b u i l t , I f r , B l i s s bought tlie land ^daere the old house diood, building the house 

from materials grown on the farm. 

I have been told i t was the custom i n those days, to mix -the lia» f o r 

plas-tering putting i n plenty of cow hair to bind i t together and then to hixty 

the mass i n the gromd for a -whole year, I'iien they considered i t sug;iciently 

well cured, l̂ Vhen they put i t on the w a l l s and the c e i l i n g ftilly an inch thick. 

The l a t h , instead of i n separate tJtrips as tre have seen, was made of -Uiin boardSjt 

s l i t thus laaking cracks *bo hold the plaster, Ify grandmother lias often -bold 

that Mrs B l i s s brought many a p a i l of milk froa the Thompson farm to the house 

ixi -the f a l l s . A member of the B l i s s faiaily said i n latei' y&ars that lUr, B l i s s 

was Ui& f i r s t one i n Shelbujme to have a carpet i n h i s house and people cm& frcm 

a l l around to see and admire i t , harcHy ctering to s-fcep on i t , so fine i t m'as. 

I believe Mrs loses B l i s s was the daiiftiter of a Joshua Isham, ait -fcl'iat name appears 

i n the next generation and i n the following on© also. The mo-ther of (Father) 

William Hai-mon was also an Isham, and a s i s t e r of ^ o . B l i s s . 


