
Mary Mi||s Deyette

Mary Mi||s Deyette is a name that both frightened and inspired a

COuP|e of generations of She|burne students.

An 1885　graduate of the University of Vermont′　She taught

mathematics at Bur|ington High Schoo|　for many years, Prior to

Which she had been principa|　at the Stambaugh, Michigan high

SCh○○|, Vice-Principa|　at Sch|eigh Academy in Phi|ade|phia,

a facu|ty member at W○○dside Seminary in Hartford, Connecticut,

the preceptress at the high sch○○| in Litt|e Fa||s, New York,

head of her own Deyette Private School in She|burne as we||　as

Principa|　of She|burne High Sch○○|, first in the 1890s and again

王rom 1928-1930.

She was a　|earned woman, VerSed in the c|assics, a teaCher of

|iterature, history, Latin, French, and German in addition to

mathematics. She was a g○○d businesswoman who bui|t up

COnSiderab|e rea|　estate ho|dings.

Mrs. Deyette was also a woman of firsts. She was the first woman

in She|burne to ride a bicyc|e, the first woman t0　OWn and

OPerate an autOmObi|e, the first t0　OWn a radio, and on her trip

around the wor|d, the first to f|y over the Grand Canyon. She was

a|so a woman of firm and outspoken opinion.

Despite a||　her abi|ity and accomp|ishments there was one forum

rlOt aVai|ab|e to her or any other woman unti| 1918. For the firs七

131 years of She|burne Town Meeting they had no voice. This

Changed on|y when the right to vote was fina||y extended to

WOmen.



工t is our intent this evening to visit some town meetings past in

Order to see what was then important to She|burne voters.

Although chartered in 1763　with some ear|y set七|ement in the　|ate

1760s, the town was not organized unti|　the first town meeting in

1787. At that time there were about thirty sett|ed fami|ies.

According to She|burne historian Lyman Thayer, Writing in the

1860s, ’’From this period arriva|s of others as sett|ers were

numerous. The forests began to disappear; Cu|tivated fie|ds were

to be seen in a|most every part of the township; highways were

|aid out and opened; bridges erected across streams; framed and

brick houses began to take the p|ace of　|og cabins,--rail and　|og

fence that of the brush fence which enc|osed the c|earings

Origina||y. Societies socia|　and re|igious, Were formed;

PO|itica|　fee|ings were manifested and civi|ization was apparent

in the habits, mannerS and customs of the peop|e. Schoo|s were

estab|ished and we||　patronized. A house for re|igious worship

WaS ereCted, and prosperity genera||y crowned the　|abors and

efforts of the residents.'一　At the time of the census in 1791 the

POPu|ation was estab|ished at　389. By 1840 it wou|d increase to

|089　where it wou|d remain fair|y constant unti|　after the Second

Wor|d War.

Town meetings initia||y t○○k p|ace in private dwe|lings unti1

1797　when it was voted that ’’town meeting shou|d be he|d at Capt.

Harrington-s for the future∴’ Captain Harrington-s was the

PreSent-day She|burne　工nn, bui|t in 1796. Not until 1808　was

COnStruCtion of the first meeting house comp|eted and the warning

for the 1809　town meeting sets it as the meeting p|ace. However,

upon convening, the voters adjourned to Capt. Harrington-s anyway.

Perhaps the absence of any heat source in the meeting house had a

direct bearing on this move. Subsequent meetings returned to the

town meeting house.

The minutes of the first town meeting in 1787　record only the

town offices and by whom they were he|d. Fifteen men fi||ed

thir亡een different town positions, inc|uding Moses Pierson who

he|d five. Ear|y town offices　|ong ollt Of existence inc|ude

Leather Sea|er, reSPOnSib|e for the inspecting and stamping of

hides as good; the Sea|er of Weights and Measures who examined′

tested, and stamped weights and measures according to the

Standards of the state; Sexton or gravedigger; Coffin Maker; and

Surveyor of Highways′　rePOnSib|e for ascertaining the condi七ions

Of town roads.

A|though these are of interest in themse|ves, Other recorded

information is scant for the first decade of town meeting.

As the effects of increasing sett|ement described by Lyman Thayer

were fe|t′　We beg|n tO See their ref|ections in the town meeting

m|nuteS. The construction, maintenance, and discontinuance of

roads and bridges becomes the ma]Or tOPic′　One that has continued

into the present day. The protection of property rights becomes



increasing|y at issue as evident in the intervention of fence

Viewers in sett|ing boundary and fence disputes as we||　as the

Often debated subject of　|ivestock running free throughout the

town.

Neverthe|ess, the minutes provicled of town meetings past are

Ske|eta|　at best. We are given the issues voted upon but we have

no record of the persona|ities invo|ved, What was said by whom,

Or how passionate|y the issues were fe|t. For that we must a||

use our imaginations which is your charge for this evening.



THE CIV工L WAR

工n Apri|　of 1861 a specia|　town meeting was ca||ed　"in regard

to responding to the　|ate recquisition of the President of the

United States upon the governor of this state for men to defend

the rights and honor of our c○untry・一●　Linco|n had issued a ca||

of　75,000　men and the quota for Vermont was one regiment of

infantry tota||ing　780　men. Ås a war of three months duration was

expected′　the town voted on the recommendation of an appointed

committee to provide ?1,000.’’to be used in the fo||owing mamer,

thirty do||ars to be paid each vo|unteer′　and such further sum as

the cormittee sha||　see fit, tO eaCh person who sha|1 vo|unteer

into service of the State or United States‥.’“

The first regiment was mustered into service May　8. The state

|egis|ature had met for a three-day ex亡ra session on Apri1 25.工t

appropriated ?1,000,000. for the nation’s defense and provided

for six fu||　regiments armed and equipped for a period of two

years. According to Conant-s Vermont, "Money for the equipment of

vo|unteers and for the support of their fami|ies was p|edged by

individua|s and corporations; and the representatives of the

towns were instructed to make　|ibera|　appropriations of money ahd

to provide for men to carry on the war.一一　工n such a mamer Wi||iam

Harmon was to provide for fifteen men from She|burne for which he

wou|d be reimbursed.

エn 1862　Vermon亡　mustered nine more regiments, nOne in 1863　and

the seventeenth in May of 1864. She|burnels next specia| meeting

was in December of　|863　when the voters met ’一to see whether the

Town wi||　vote bounties to supp|y the quota of the Town under the

recent cal|　of the President of the United States for three

hundred thousand men to serve in the Regiments and Companies now

in the field and if so what bounties.’’工t was voted to pay a

bounty of　$350.00　to each recruit or vo|unteer credited to the

town for which the Se|ectmen were authorized to borrow ?5500.00

0n Credit of the Town.工n the years 1861 and 1862　the Town had

voted a tax of lO cents on the do||ar of the grand　|ist to cover

the years expenses. This ?5500.00　note represented 130　cents on

the do||ar on the grand　|ist.

The fo|1owing March (|864) the town again met at a specia|

meeting to vote bomties to supp|y the ca||　of the President for

an additiona|　two hundred thousand men. An additiona| 10　cent tax

was voted for the bounties and it was　一’Reso|ved that the

se|ectmen be authorized to pay such sum as in their judgement

they deem best to each so|dier who may en|ist for the town to

fi||　any future ca||.'一　What they deemed best was c|arified in

Ju|y of 1864　when it was voted that the town pay each ”vo|unteer′

substitute, Or drafted man who is credited to the Town of

She|burne one hundred do||ars for one year, tWO hundred do||ars

for two years and three hundred do||ars for three years・



工t was an accepted practice to pay a cormutation fee by which a

VO|unteer cou|d serve in one's stead. Near|y　2,000　Vermont men

avai|ed themse|ves of this opportunity, She|burnites no exception

to the ru|e. Not unti| 1864　was it required that every man who

PaSSed examination serve in the army. This drove up the price of

PrOViding a substitute・ According to W.W. Higbee, Char|otte

Chronic|er,一一?1000.OO paid for substitutes was the fami|iar

|egend at more than one en|isting station.t葛　Owing to an obvious

difficu|ty in fi||ing the quota, in August of 1864　the town

agreed to an additiona|　tax on the grand　|ist in order to pay
一一each man　|iab|e to draft who sha||　furnish a substitute of

VO|unteer for three years ?600.00　unti|　said quota is fi||ed.’’エn

fairness to those who had a|ready vo|unteered or furnished

Substitutes for the ear|ier ca||s, the ?600.00　was made retro-

active. The money was raised on the credit of the town and the

fo||owing March a tax of 150　cents on the do||ar of the grand

|ist was voted l’to defray the indebtedness of the town.一’ This

brought the tota|　to ?3.00　on the do||ar or　30　times that which

COVered the expenses of the town in prior years.

The warning for the March　|866　town meeting inc|udes an artic|e

to see if the town wi||　pay four men ?300.00　each for furnishing

Subs亡itutes. This artic|e was dismissed by vote at town meeting,

亡he voters e|ecting not to pay them as their names do not appear

on the　|ist of those who received bounties. Even without this

?1,200.00　savings, the cost of the Civi|　War was staggering・ The

tota|　expenses of the Town of She⊥burne for the years 1861

through 1866　were　$23,029.95. Of these ?17,178.66　were war

expenses. Of that figure ?16,110.00　were paid as bounties to a

tota|　of　39　men, ranging from ?60.00　to ?750.00.

According to Higbee,一一Money was p|enty during the Civi|　War years

Taxes were high and so was everything e|se. Cows s01d from ?75　to

?100.00　each, butter　50　cents a pound, WOO|　90　cents to a do||ar

a pound, three pounds of granu|ated sugar for a do||ar.’一

However, the re|ative posperity of the war years faded　|eaving

On|y the debts.

Never again wou|d individua|　towns shou|der the mi|itary needs of

the country so direct|y. The First Wor|d War is not mentioned in

the minutes of the town meeting. The Second Wor|d War is referred

t0　On|y by way of the Red Cross as a worthy cause in　|943　and by

a ta|k on the subject of democracy in 1945. One cannot he|p but

ref|ect on what effect such grass r0OtS invo|vement in the

PrOCurement and financing of an army wou|d have on mi|itary
issues today.



Contrary to the concept of separation of Church and State that we

COnSider to be one of the bases for the American system, the Town

WaS direct|y invo|ved with how re|igion was practiced.

Tithing-Men appear as e⊥ected town officers from 1787　through

1848. According to Webster's Dictionary of 1840　a tithing-man WaS

a　一一parish officer annua||y e|ected to preserve g○○d order in the

Church during divine se壬vice, and to make c○mp|aint of any

disorder|y conduct. "

工n June of 1791 it was voted ”to hire a preacher of the Gospe|

for a few Sabbaths.’一　エn December of that year it was voted　一,to

hire a Preacher for the year insuing. Voted said preacher be of

the Baptist Denomination. ’’

A|though it had been voted at the 1791 Town Meeting ’一to agree on

a p|ace for a house of Pub|ick Worship,l’ no further progress was

made until Apri| 1807　when the townspeop|e ”voted to appoint a

COrmittee to stick the stake for a meeting house. Committee

appointed and reported that they had agreed and stuck a stake and

StOneS arOund it on the first rise of ground so ca||ed south of

Benjamin Harrington's (|ocation of the present-day Vi||age

Schoo|) and that stake and stones to be the northwest corner of

Sd. Meeting House.‥’’

A ”motion to try the minds of the　エnhabitants to see if they wi||

agree to raise money to bui|d the aforesaid house by tax’’ was

unanimous|y defeated.工t was then v〇七ed to circu|ate a

Subscription paper and to see whether the money could be raised

in that manner.

工t was voted　一’to adopt the p|an which Capt. Benjamin Harrington

PrOCured.‥for said House.一’ upon comp|etion of the meeting house

in 1808　the subscribers met the expenses of Capt. Harrington

through the purchase of shares. Each shareho|der cou|d then

determine the denomination of his interest.エnitia||y the

Congregationa|ists he|d the　⊥argest percentage.

工n 1812 it was voted ’’to appoint a cormittee to make a

distribution of the pub|ic money arising from the minister　|ands

among the different societies of said town.一一　Minister　|ands were

those set aside for the use of the first sett|ed c|ergyman by the

Origina|　|and grants・ The money generated was from　|easing these

|ands.工t shou|d be noted that a|though the town government wou|d

be invo|ve-d through a c○rmittee e|ected year|y_tO　一,,divide the

Pub|ic money and to hire preaching’一　unti| 1863, it at　|east did

SO in an ecumenica|　manner. The Congregationa|ists whi|e popu|ar.

the Me七hodists, and the Episcopalians a||　shared in the

distribution of this income. Such was not a|ways the practice in

Other towns. When the new town house was comp⊥eted in 1867 (to

rep|ace the White Meeting House which had burned) it was voted

that it be　一一〇pen to a||　denominations for re|igi6uS services



under the supervision of the Se|ectmen.一一

This arrangement might have been different・工n 1819　the

Congregationa|is七s moved to hire a permanent resident minister

and thus to c|aim the minister　|ands. The income from this　|and

wou|d then have been used so|e|y for the support of their

SOCiety. Townspeop|e objected to move. The Episcopa|ians

SuCCeeded in secuェing Joe|　C|app as the first wett|ed minister as

We||　as his agreement not to c|aim the　|an・ds′ insuring tha亡　the

income wou|d continue to be shared by a||　denominations.



冒he sa|e of a|coh01 in She|burne continued to be an issue as　|ate

as 1933-1936　when after the repea|　of federa|　prohibition year|y

ba||oting was done. Each time the sa|e was favored by a sizab|e

margln・

A|though the issue of a|coho|　comes as no surprise, the attempt

to set the highest of mora|　tones in She|burne in the　|ate 1840s

brought the demise of bow|ing as we||. The bow|ing a||ey in

question was　|ocated in the vi||age in a dormitory of the

Rut|and Rai|road,　|ater moved to its present site at the

She|burne Craft Sch0O|.工t was c|osed by order of two of the

three se|ectmen and it seems to be more than coincidence that one

Of them was a|so secretary of the temperance society.



The L工VeStOCk　工SSue

Much of She|burne,s ear|iest town meetings dea|t with the issむe

of　|ivestock.工n 1787　appears the first record of ear-marks for

the identification of the anima|s'　owners. These consisted of a

cross, a S|it, tWO S|its, a ho|e, Or a ha|f-Penny in the right or

|eft ear. By 1790　a combination of these marks was emp|oyed′　One

such examp|e being that of Capt. Samue| C|ark which c○nsisted of

a s|it in the end of the　|eft ear and a ha|f-Penny the underside

Of the right.

These marks were of importance due to the　|ack of fencing and an

apparent|y mobi|e　|ivestock popu|ation. From 1795　the resu|ting

nuisance was a recurring source for the attention of She⊥burnels

voters commencing in that year with a du|y passed motion　'一that

sheep sha||　not run at　|arge.一一　工n 1796 it was voted that forfited

rams shou|d go into the town treasury・工n 1799 it was voted　一一that

swine be not free cormoners"　and that ’一sheep be not free

cormoners'一　but that horses be free cormoners but　一’damage feasant

PrOVided they break into inc|osure・一~　工t was a|so passed that
一一rams ruming at　|arge except with their owners between the lst

of September and the lst of November sha||　be castrated or corded

(bound or fastened with cords). The fo||owing year boars were
a|so made subject to castration if ruming at　|arge between Apri|

15th and December lst. Variations of these ordinances were voted

and revoted upon over the next fifteen years′　a SO|id indication

of the state of hedgerows, absence of adequate fencing (barbed

wire was not invented unti| 1873), and the inabi|ity of many to

COmply.

We can assume that the prob|em abated somewhat in the thirty-year

period ending in 1847　but not a|together. |n that year a group of

residents submitted the fo||owing to the se|ectmen: ”We the

unders|gned　|ega|　voters and residents of the vil|age of

She|burne respectfu||y request your Honours to set out our

vi||age in order that we may have protection against catt|e and

other anima|s from being at　|arge in our streets to the in]ury Of

Said residents of the vi|lage and a|so in order to preserve our

rights according to the　|aw.一一　工n response the se|ectmen set the

vi||age boundaries as the main road south from the LaP|atte

River, then souther|y on the Fa||s Road to the southeast corner

of the cemetary and wester|y from that point　一一containing twenty

dwe||ing houses′　three houses of re|igious worship′　One StOre and

Oregon Ha||.一’

They dealt with the rest of the town in 1850　when it was voted
"that a|1 persons sha||　be prohibited from using the highways as

PaStureS′　eXCePt those who own two acres or　|ess′　Or nO rea|

estate which　|ast sha||　have the prive|ege of pasturing one cow

in the highways. We a|so request the haywards to see that this is

carried out. (According to Websterls Dictionary of 1840, a haywaエd

was a person former|y appointed to guard the hedges and hence to



keep catt|e from doing their injury.工n New Eng|and, the hayward

is a town officer whose duty is to impound catt|e and particu|ar-

|y swine which are found running at　|arge in the highways

COntrary tO　⊥aw.)

工n 1854 it was voted yet again that ’一a||　anima|s be prohibited

from running at　|arge in the highway and on the cormons in the

Town of She|burne and that on such running∴at　|arge by such

anima|s the owners thereof sha||　be chargeab|e in a pena|ty of

ten do||ars. The above motion is amended so as to exempt a sing|e

COW Of a poor working man from the above pena|ty from the lst day

Of May to the lst day of November of any year, PrOVided that such

COW Sha||　be confined by her owner in some suitab|e yard or

Stab|e during the nighttime for such season・

The　|ivestock issue is perhaps better understood when we know

actua|　popu|ation figures from Thompsonls vermont of 1842.

People lO89

櫨orses　　　304

Swine　　　999

Catt|e　1376

Sheep　17636

A fina|　note on horses:工t was voted in 1876　that hitching posts

be provided around the green and on the main street. However, the

threat of any anima|s running at　|arge wou|d soon enough be

rep|aced by the threat of the automobi|e.



She|burne toun meeting records revea|　in addition to the

re|igious interests′　SOme mOra|　|egis|ation by its citizens・　工n

1839　and 1840, it was first ’’voted to recormend to the authority

of said town not to nominate any person as　エnn Keeper for the

purpose of se||ing spirituous　|iquors・一●　工n 1852　一一　a |icense was

granted to John Simonds　2d to se||　for one year Foreign and

domestic spirits for mechanica|′　　medicina|′　and chemica|

purposes′　and that on|y・,. This same year She|burne voted a|most

unanimous|y in favor of a state referendum for prohibition・工t

did not pass.

The tenor of the period is best underst0Od through the writings

of town historican Lyman Thayer in



己重CA重り⊥G上之工尊王.

匿豊豊富藍慧誓黒

°ロコI棚r壇iごま整式了知3ロ聖。すも.

覚で!ァ3e由卿鴫r亀諦弘光ed壬lこねeしこ

Or r諒g!0幽批正エコ鵡鳥.でも弓iで

CO諦鴎W己輪軸。で種r華美粗うc土的。亡。r.

T吟weこ3証も誼も痛鴫i。き39晶。咽
轟叩r3 r地雷e専,調和」癌。調と。田も

亀し! ○ね里!亀ce3 iユ近場S式亭ヨ・ T中田融

も3もらd止prおう的わ叩吐きe!ささ; Ⅴ明

ごとCeS氾ヴ0ユ班occ8jし。職　種正調きe「地

CiごC畦的ユ閉- a玉職で雪a種寄轟doね言わr a直

義蝿〇三!薫a近寄頬ed串けeVきr追e鵡e.

hもね種ロd

上中r頭iユS胡耽串ユd言も二時○耽ぬ。
S融・品種種も種叩。先非p諒od °f鎚3種的

班己もeご○亘的掠)re 。r §iユCe. Pこ高。噌

航気高を露出玩POP心痛口碑3抽sog車

軸言玩言合c畠覚か0読i正号!き即す亀ロOきき°

きつOd;捉d土肥種も時1う1う揖r匂beき鞠言°be

ミ○エゴt雪や尊穐Ce証〇°諦,犯dぬすら抑

彊エiここ堪iモiユ雷岨壷a義正ねe耽3

三〇エ癌dサI吊hose d叩揖r3 Ⅳさr3

三〇輔弼轟混高士言出3亡壷of Veェ〇九

で塁舶3○ ○i轟コi両こらco巳坤oi

C轟こe誌もaユd短でO自己今ェ!ユねeとo恥of

ミ地誌誓; a訪島r隔て∋祖iェ鎚l○○的_
“　‾‾　-‾‾J　.’‾●‾∴`輸○○　`i一　書ふふふ　∪こjきニュー

3尋ね詐ユーも三c主軸d合彊rや寒山エゴ的意

と註七七三ユ与eS謝景エeユ鴨止so耽サ

霊長3・工虹了う主二〇Ⅳユ賎ユ重畳轟鵜°子ぬe

きゃl記っェ1王ぅェ, S轟○売室3墨!ふ穂

つござ二〇号霊鳥こ三三二:e堅章も甲上申○担Cb,

最正江車捷鵡〃i心地と〇時売主
正論写。ご∴しまトbミ崇高c㌫諒。 t損

なふ嚢Oi読売註7 i高士さir po癌3七〇

品玉aこ′l専w湘損ア融玩霊域ブ

ギぷ衰l色ごつ父d aもiこねに工竜三i°〇宵iねぬら

同士涌き誼半玉蘭f i亀s諒尋士気ごね烏と。丁

こJ Pr拙宅言‥ a!so亀jS!5融最高○ねこ恥d

轟e鵠こd・ T王瀧鴨する〇〇 t己÷幸二抽e

Or三壇!こ高○こうPニ諒○騰亡0 lく嵩0. Iユ壷高

二三択両軍三嶋ここう30Ci醤油○誓ユ霊も
こ・)!・軋ご亀Ceミユニ‥○ユ抽寄ブヨO壷車すe最拙;

ふ○草C!0準・了こC準三晶ユ:; a追丸損

y壷i請霊草千・ ⊥ c〇二j掠io己剛うdご持寄

半融5追証記言。 bァ1ううr融己読。白be
こJ吊・ b:詰まもァ彊・工0高批Do地主エロ

こ担0中・‥!塁アユ1エ・ T轟or…諒短。諭で

こ叩ア紬置鴨志田餌高島高言背中

Cb的3合も曲面Or轟種追b克近°l

ま露盤盤葦詰誓書
山もふ.贈Oe。融専諒享..te増す鵡

堅塁こねもoロ3・なささすら宵鞠狐o了きユ立z諒〇〇

〇は3帥deこ。靖ec種諒e3止lS草a追心

付平地〇年もd震。空.。でき鼻血独演〇 〇でさ°もう0!

T聖薫きk的ユ網田0壷。 B議長e。
Di諒。ロ.卒。・-75 iヱ裁elb薗ユミニ‾九つ0専

b質種.○○早e義正き弛めrもらeiご椛e封÷

握了諒・寄主さe轟きヨ.竜王やba子らb己e重症3追

撃ござ沖合中華車d a蛍ユ○吋聾這彊so駆
1○○塵証印・● ・・∴　〇〇 ・∴一

・工義義正g壷’正幸。批正氾晶融二
無言訪ね3無血。沌咋苧e㍗C…誓e
b堅調も「 eeユ1種もo中ロⅤ竺;暮雪種持すd

ヰ〇㌢耽cb書聖幸平車ee亀晴○ロ宝庫.. ;脆さ

聖°i soci坤ヰ子らも尋
孟一重心血註。ト。。。。.。。

もらユ血c元主上g aユd de竜か示

高二註。叫。通Y専P事副手ヰ翻地

霊認諾塁豊葦豊謡‡
両上手ご与O耽3甲鑓be示d扇。近さ。事。iぬ。

dニここ㌫d-種こdたeごe尋。で∴丘3蕪は耽なさe,

b計らbeea c○ユ了正号d iユ‥音⊃ qu鳥掠n-もoせ消.

了と○…三j主義宵とi志郎ご…ヨo旺エe二〇耽包記3。

C○二やC巳O調iユ弛○○で中庸最○車轟き-

∝亘eゴ烏鷺○亘弁じe,七郎o自損エOさで亀ここe

寄主!二二〇尊ぶ圭ミー主詰三七圭ap埠ごed.工ねこ-

即‥二号専oどう・清ま吋eこe 。彊崇は五庵曇半

ら三高!涼むふiユ読l oビC○耽‥了如ご覚, aご三

強担証言諒こ隊こ高こら準eS鎌はd誓・工ニ

Pr‥了ユ‥eたこ!二塁　藍二王買う　beeユ　eユ壷!了音

五二番主点たつロ淀高二諒もoユ玉, aユー三色こら」

詰:l÷0じ年貢携aj諒了き二等も●畠p輪㍉

…三二:三il油壷二七〇エゴC読l °CC縄io尊　王こ

?●二つ∴二㌢こユeここ言う,Wエ三r三〇ロでeしき汀ユ3鶴亀e亀輝

亡尋ア調鴫ここら瀧′i dこ埋三三エコeSゴ撫d b購読

a二王三幸ここ3S亀こ生霊ユ!縫C起こ書冊註e社且つここ

にぅ購こ高・ロ○巳継的V d尊e O毒こここう

じ追三重p○i与CユOPeキ;地主co寄与e華中

g三二尋きe二幸ごま〇号l草C3亀正s己姓霊≠爺
巨○証○㍉まうdマ・工二五主エゴa追○お

品oこ薄さ叫。手工北‥3了誓了虹霊∋ i雌。′王鵜

島塁三三二‥・幸高台鷺〇二霊iこ恥5丁字e〇二一

二〇二・工ミニ寄与ふご諒…ぎ了eユ〕追白〇五

鎚三〇ギア畠‥ユ〇号○○う。晶beeユd増,bじ:

圭
璧
葉
書
一
骨
’
章
雄
“

山
号
五
㌧
主
上
∴
∴
予
言
売
-
言
豆



As ear|y as 1790, the town took and active ro|e in providing care

for those in need.工n that year　一’After some debate respecting a

COW de|ivered to Mr. Amasa Darwin by the Se|ectmen for his

keeping a chi|d of Wi||iam SimpsonI the chi|d since being deadI

it was voted that the town make a present of said cow to the said

Mr. Darwin and that Wm. Simpson pay six shi||ings per week to

the town for nursing hif Chi|d whi|st at Mr・ Amasa Darwin’s.1-

This arrangement no doubt satisfied the payment of the town and

that of Mr. Darwin but can hard|y be　|ooked on as charity since

Mr. Simpson had to reimburse the town for the care of his

deceased chi|d. This is however a good examp|e of how the

Se|ectmen and　|ater the Overseers of the Poor worked with the

townspeop|e to provide he|p where needed.

エn 1799　the first committee　一,to make a sett|ement with the

Overseers of the P○○r'一　is voted. This indicates that the overseer

WaS a|ready in existence and was active enough that a cormittee

Other that the Se|ectmen was responsib|e of reviewing his

accounts. A|though detai|ed accounts of the overseer do not appear

in the minutes of town meeting unti|　the　|890s, it seems safe to

assume that the assistance provided at an ear|ier date wou|d have

been of a simi|ar nature.

The moderator wou|d now　|ike to ca||　on Mr. George Roberts for

his report as Overseer of the P○○r for 1898-1899. Mr. Roberts:

’一We||, the first item is payment to Annie Lessor for taking

Care Of her nephews.工　think we a|⊥　know that they aren-t orphans

in a　|egal sense but someone's had to　|○○k after them unti|　the

home situation improved. One hundred and fifty-Six do||ars.

Part of the second order on that inc|udes paying Berneice Lessor

for feeding tramps. She fe|t four do||ars and fifty cents wou|d

be fair.
”Third item is for keeping Ned McNa||y and then getting him

OVer tO the State Hospita|　at Waterbury.工　don-t imagine that

there's anyone here　工　have to exp|ain that to. Twenty-four

dol|ars and fifty cents.
"we had a casket made for Mrs. BurboIs chi|d and then one for

the　|itt|e Mack gir|. Both of those′　Very Sad cases indeed・

Four do||ars each.
’一エtem Six is paying Dr. Stoddard thirty do||ars and seventy-

five cents. Most of that was for　|0Oking∴after the Mack gir|.
’一工tem seven is paying Gird Smith for keeping Frank Smith.

エ　know seventy-eight do||ars seems high but be|ieve me he can-t

do much for himse|f since that spe||.
一一Then we have some misce||aneous merchandise from Roberts and

Deyette. Twenty-SeVen do||ars and five cents. That inc|uded some

meat for Mrs. Rich and her fami|y.
’’エtem nine is George B|air taking care of Mrs. Da|y unti|　her

niece from Fair Haven came and took her. The　|ast item is the

fifteen do||ars for my time over the　|ast year.”



’一This brings the grand tota|　to three hundred, forty-eight

do||ars and eighty cents.一一

The moderator wou|d　|ike to thank Mr. Roberts for his report

Whi|e the duties of the Overseer of the P○○r Seem tO have been

directed toward reso|ving one-time and short-term needs in a

direct and practica|　manner, the prob|ems posed by the

Chronica||y indegent were addressed by the P○○r Farm.

The Town of She|burne entered into an association with the towns

Of Wi||iston and Essex in 1859　to purchase a farm for the support

Of the poor. The Union Poor Farm Association bought a property of

202.5　acres on the Onion (Winooski) River in Wi||iston. Reading

from the report at town meeting: ”Your cormittee have in

COnneCtion with cormittees from the other towns purchased a part

Of the farming too|s, What corn and oats they think we sha||　want

and was in hopes we cou|d have reported to the town the who|e

expense of stocking and getting said farm ready for receiving the

p○○r.--

Under the by|aws of the P○○r Farm Association, PrOVisions were

made for the acceptance of other towns to the Association

(Jericho, Hinesburg, and South Bur|ington wou|d join) and its

disso|ution. The expenses (Or SurP|us if any) were to be

apportioned among the member towns on a percentage of use basis.

An accounting for town meeting in the year 1899　suggests a fu||y

OPerationa|　dairy farm of thirty-tWO head, With one bu||, three

horses, tWe|ve hogs, fifty hens, forty-nine tons of hay,

ninety-four tons of ensi|age, nine tons of coa|, and a very

We||-StOCked　|arder.

工ncome was primari|y from the sa|e of mi|k a|ong with some other

farm products. The receipts however covered on|y about fifty

PerCent Of the expenses. The remainder was met by the six member
towns according to the number of peop|e each town had sent and by

the　|ength of stay equated by week. She|burne-s portion of the

deficit was apportioned at　88　5/7　weeks at ?l.43　per week for the

year-s tota|　of ?126.88.

The Poor Farm thus provided a working form of we|fare unti|　so|d

in 1930. The subject of purchasing or　|easing another farm

appears again in 1936　but was　|eft to the discretion of the

Se|ectmen and no further mention is recorded.

The position of Overseer of the Poor existed through 1967　and was

SuPerSeded by the Town Service Officer which became one of the



Town Manageris duties through 1983. During this time, SOCia|

We|fare reponsibi|ities were shifted from the town to the state.


