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電ven after∴all these years it's hard to see the Webbs in

perspective. Probably my family felt more reSentment than others
since∴SO many Of them were dispossessed・ (町father was born in

the house at the top of Breeding Bam Hill and several other
冒racy families lived on the estate.) It waS a COmbination of

di印u魯t With their own gullibility and short-Sightedness, and

fury that one wealthy couple could deprive a∴Whole town of miles

of its roads and a11 of its lake shore.珊e fact that they had

been paid a generous price on工y intensified the frusとration・ (Hy

器器h言語三豊器精霊嵩告盤h書誌*豊d the
families moved away from town・

The Webbs imposed a manor house mentality on a sma11 town of

abouヒ800 people - many Of them original settler6 - Who were not

used to being serfs or condescended to・同e Webb§∴Were reSented,

envied′ feared′ ridiculed and toadied to′ but they could not be

ignored. The third generation was contempOraneOuS With mine but I

never knew∴them. (My father once remarked that Derrick wag the

first Webb to co血e down off the throne.)

|n thei重Anglophilia they imported servants from Brit∂in.

冒he English butler was a very POWerful person in town・ They

built English-Style cottageg (unsuited to our∴Climate) for their

help′ tearing down almost a11 the old farmhou§eS and the

schoolhou§e (Such as Electra Webb would later collect at her

museum). Most Of their servants lived on the e容tate Or in the

village behind the train §tation which they al容o rebuilt to

accoI調Odate tbeir private car. These imported people were in a

very pecu]iar situat王on・ It toOk a generation for them to be

accepted by the town.

The actual physical impact of the Webbs was at its peak in

the fall during the fox-hunting season・ I remember the master Of

the hounds in a red coat on horseback′容hepherding a pack of

baying hounds down the main street. It∴seemed incongruous and

雪rivolous to u魯. The hunters often trampled fields and took down

fences. Fa調erS∴Were Paid for the damage and given a party at

the end of the二season.

The Webbs also rebuilt虹inity Church and supported it.

珊ere were few native Ve調OnterS Willing to attend・ .It waS

considered Webb property and the rector One Of their servants.

Agne8 Dwyerl a reCtOr's daughter′ WaS a gOOd frlend of mine and I

occasionally attended a Sunday evening service with her′ tO the

dismay of my parentS. Not only was Trinity "high調church but it

also belonged to the Webbg. They hela family wedding容and .

funerals there and attended serviceg∴When they were in town・

AcrOsS the street we Children peeked throughヒhe curtain§ tO

marvel at　ヒhe elegance.
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The first∴town cemetery waS On Shelburne Farms and mu魯t have

pre露ented some problems to the Webbs′ Since they couldnlt (Or

didn・t) move it. Å no-doubt-aPOCryPhal story has it∴that my

grandfather′ John V.S・ Maeck' had a relative buried there and

couldn.t endure the thought. So he took hi雷hired man and a

shovel and moved the body to the vi11age cemetery. A dozen or so

early Tracys′ aS Well as∴related families like the Co鵬tocks′ are

there and we always felt freeタとhough uncomfortable′ in visiting

it, aS I do to this day. No Shelburne people were buried there
after 1880.富his little cemetery makes some interesting mute

staとementg about the Webb/Village relationship. The first

generation ignored it; SOme mell`bers of the second and third are
buried there′ but protected from their neighbors by a §turdy yew

hedge.　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　.

The old town hall burned. Electra Webb replaced it with he義

concept of a proper∴COlonial building・ I do not believe she con」

sulted with anyone in town about its∴arChitecture. As I remem-

ber′ PeOPle were a bit su11en and tighトIipped about it′ While

outwardly gratefdl. She gave a very elegant party to C封ebrate
uncomfortable ′

ry hard on our
q轟;itg opening′　at∴which most townspeople were

including me. The presence of the Webbs was

8elf-e容teem.

J had some comfort of a sort when I waS nineteen and in

謹言葦i。豊謹b嵩魯謹書ee嵩e#bO霊豊富nmy書誌
about a tutor andl armed with my five years of I,atin, I spent

some of my Christma容vacation trying to help him. It waS

gratifying to feel superior in something!

e川useum.　My

dnlt'Hrs. Webb認
冒here were mixed feelings about the Shelbur

mother.was disgusted. .With all that land十Why

uge some of it andhot invade the town again?‾　Be℃au邑e She didnlt

want the hoi po11oi on Southem∴Acres waS the verdict・ It wa容

many years before Mother was convinced that the museum∴Wa§ mOre

than the over組OW Of ‘a Privaヒe hobby and I could persuade her to

donate some memOrabilia.

Now in my seventy-eighth year′ do Iとhink that the coming of

the Webbs∴WaS∴a・ good for the.town?∴∴No. For the land? Perhaps・
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