
PAR冒I.　SHELBURNE: ∴THE PAST

The Tom of Shelbume was chartered on. August 18, 1763. In. that year, Govemor

Bennlng Wentworth of the New Hampshire CoIony granted charters to亡hirty-SeVen亡OmS.

Controversy. had developed between the New Hampshire and New York colonies over

SOVerelgnty of the Vermont Terri仁Ory, and亡he outco皿e WaS in doub亡. Since Wen亡WOrth

StOOd to Iose a great dea| finantially if lt were declded tha亡∴the lands were not

his domain, he qulckly disposed of much of his land in 1763.

珊e Torm of Shelburne was named for the Earl of Shelburne. a member of British

Parllamen亡wllO had championed the claim of New Hampshlre亡O lands between the Con-

nec亡icut River and Lake Champlain.

The冒Om WaS Origina|1y gran仁ed a・亡Oね| of 23,’500 acres. However, when a

SurVey WaS COmPleted, a large portion of this land wa3 found to overlap land clai皿ed

by Burlington. Since Burlingtonls charter was a month older亡han Shelbumels'

i亡S Claim took precedence. Burling亡O古s clalm origina|1y included par亡Of Shelbume

Polnt, but in 1794　the Sta仁e Legisla亡ure returned亡ha亡1and亡O Shelbume.工n 1848

an addi亡ional por亡ion of land was given to亡he Town of St. George'. reducing ShelbumeIs

Size亡O its current 14,272 acres (roughly 60 percen亡Of　ヒhe size of the origina|

gran亡).

Of Shelbume's sixty-five o正gina| proprietors. on|y John Pot亡er was∴亡O aCtually

live in亡he Town. Po亡守er set:tled a亡　Shelburne Point in 1768 with Tho重唱S Logan,

and the two became associated in transporting oak tir血er raf亡S tO亡he Quebec

marke亡. On re亡uming from a delivery Co Quebec in 1775, they were murdered by

亡WO eSCOrtS aSSignedヒO PrOVide them protection・ Po亡ter and Logan● however$ are

Credited with opening亡he lu巾er trade wi亡h Canada during亡he preceding seven years.

Although Pot亡er and Logan were Shelbumels firs亡knom settlers事Lymn冒hayer,

the nlneteenth century亡OWn historian● has sta亡ed that an工ndian vlllage and burying

ground were loca亡ed aヒthe head of Shelburne Bay● near wll.ere the IJaPlatte River

and Cogman's Brook converge・

By the time of the American Revolution, abou亡∴ten families had settled血

Shelburne near the Lake. However,亡he unres亡CauSed them亡O leave for points

south.珊e冒om did not beginヒO See reSettlement until 1783. By亡he ti皿e亡he first

town meeting was called in March of 1789. twen亡y-four fami11es resided in Shelbume・

By 1791● the Uni仁ed Sta亡es (lensus recorded a Town popula亡ion of 389 people.

me earliest settlers were far皿erS. Eventually. as suppor亡∴services developed,

more concentrated pat亡ems Of human set亡1ement emerged. Lazel Hatch cons亡ructed

the Tom's firs亡SaWⅢ111 east of the present Shelbume lm ln 1784, 1n the area

now knom as Shelbume Village. However' With the cons仁rucヒion of a log bridge

across∴the LaPlatte River in 1785, Shelbume Falls became the Town-s firs亡mjor

ac亡ivity center. A dam was soon built and a saⅧ111 was Iocated on亡he sou亡h side

of the river.工n 1786 a dam was constructed on the lower∴Slde of the Falls. and

was followed by the construct⊥on of a grist mill in 1789・

エn 1789, the public road froln M±ddlebury to Burlington (now U.S. Route 7) was

opened by Captain Benjanln Harrington. The access provlded by thls road created

a locatlonal advan亡age for亡he Village area. which ul亡1皿ately beca皿e the domlnani

Village center.

工n the 17901s, the settlemenヒPattem WaS less clear. There were守WO distinct

set亡1ements -- One taking advantage of waヒer pOWer at∴the Falls, and one capitalizing

on the convergence of two皿ain roads・ 1n 1796, Benjamin Harrlngton bullt a ho亡e1
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just north of the potash fac亡Ory・ and thi§ helped to establish the pattem of the

Falls as∴the manufacturing center and the Village as.the center of comerce.

There were, Of course' Other sma|1er centers∴亡hroughou亡亡heヒOⅥl; mOS亡Often

at cr..ssr。ads marked wi亡h a. school (there were thirteen school dis亡ric仁S in Shelbume

ln 1840). Two such cen仁ers found orL maPS dated 1857 were loca亡ed at Barstow・Road・

and at∴the four comers of what is・ nOW Southem Acres Farm・

In 1835, the saw' gris亡and woolen mills in Shelbume Falls were supplemented

by the additlon of a tamery and shoe shop on the we¥St Side of the river, and a

blacksmith and trlphamer shop on亡he eas亡Side. The Village had a|so experienced

growth' COntaining a亡this time two stores, a亡annery’and a shoe shop. as well

as the po亡ash manufac亡Ory. The whi仁e church (cLOngrega亡ionalis亡- COmPle亡ed in

1807) was used for∴Town Meetings.

shelburne's famers were active in a variety of agricul亡ural endeavors.工n

general, the westem par仁Of Tom (which enjoyed亡he moderating influence of Lake

champlain was known for its fruit orchards, w柾le亡he eastem par亡Of Town specialized

in grain production. Figures from the year 1840 (found in the 1842 edition of
○　　　○」　_ ,_　　　_　　　　　　_　　　　_　　　　　　　　　′-

indicate the following outpu亡: l,768 bushels of

醜rley, ll,545 bu霞hels of oats, 944 bushels of rye and 462

Gazetteer of Vermont)
些1 0聾p旦♀旦二王
whea亡. 772　bushels of

bushels of buckwheat. A|so produced were 3う●281 bu§hels of potratoes, 2’158 tons

of hay and l●220 pounds of sugar・ m that∴sane year, the Tomls 17,376 sheep pro-

duced 36●677 pounds of wool・ This period脱rked the heigh亡Of亡he Merino Sheep

raising in Vemon亡・ Shelbumels Iocaヒion on Lake Chaplain and i亡S COmeCtionsヒO

outside mrkets helped亡he Town" Shift from self-Sufficien亡family faming to co皿-

mercially oriented faming.

|n 1849 the Rutland Railroad began to stop in the Village.工n tum,亡he

railroad opened a far greater market for the冒Ormis faming community. The fams

gradually changed亡O dairy faming,肝Oducing cheese and bu亡亡er for export. A

very successful cheese fac仁Ory WaS COnSt:ruCted as ear|y as 1871 south of the Viuage

on Fa11s Road. Another cheese fac亡Ory SerVed farmers in the northeas仁COmer Of

冒om. |n 1879, New Englandls first butter∴Creamery OPened in Shelbume. `

工n the 1880-s, the Shelbume FIouring Mills were still in operation, aS WaS

the §au血ll which did cus亡Om WOrk a亡a volume of about 150’000 board fee亡annually.

Large frult shipments were made fro皿the冒Oun’s 27 orchards (17,749 frui=rees).

Baldwin and Whi亡e-s Refrigerator M急的factory empIoyed between fif亡een and亡Wenty

men. The mnufacture of s亡ea心oaヒS COntinued, aS i亡had since亡he 18201s, at∴the

shelbume Shipyard on亡he eastern shore of Shelbume Point.

Although亡he Tom-s population declined between 1870 and 1880, the nu血er of

dwellings in the Falls and Village areas∴SeemS亡O have doubled. Each area con一

亡ained about 30 dwelllngs・冒his∴SuggeStS∴that fewer people were working on the

fams and opting instead to work in Shelbumels manufactories and shops. Thls is

bome out by an exa皿1nation of houses in. the Vlllage and Falls.珊e do血nant

archi亡ectural s亡yle dates from the late 18701s and 188OIs. on the other hand’mOSt

exIs仁山g famgteads appear∴to da亡e from亡he 1810亡O 1850 period.

During the period 1880 to 1890’Shelbumels population increased from l’096

to l,300.冒hls increase reflects the i叩act of Shelbume Farms. |n 1866・ Dr. and

Mrs. W.S. Webb began purchasing fams on the westem side of Tom’eVentually

acqulring a total of 3,800 acres. OrL this estate,亡he Webbs constructed an impres-

sive array of fam and residential buildings. The high poin亡Of construction

actlvlties was reached ln about 1890' and accounts for∴亡he increase in populatio11

(even though most oithe previous omers of the farms lefヒShelbume). When corr

s仁ruc亡ion was completed (at about∴the亡urn Of the century) the Shelbume Fa叩S
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OPeratlon provided less empIoyment∴than. did the construc亡ion period' and the

Tomls population dropped to l,202 in 1900.

珊e establishmen亡Of Shelburne Farms considerably al亡ered the agricultura|

base of Shelburne. Dairying and frui亡PrOduction` Were Of less i叩ortance on the -

1arge estate亡han仁hey had been on仁he smaller fami|y far鴨. In a sense’OVer

One-fourth of shelbumels prime latrd was removed from wha亡had beerL COnVentiona|

agricul亡ural product:ion.

Wlth the lncreased industria|ization of America in亡he twen亡ieth cen亡ury

Came the ready availability of mss produced goods. Many of亡he suppoct services

PreViously found in sman| farming cormunities were no Ionger needed. Burling亡On

developed as a reglona| cen亡er for Chi亡tenden Coun亡y● meeting many of Shelbume's

needs・ Much of Shelbumels Iocal n-anufacturing and com-erCe disappeared.

工n ligh亡Of ShelbumeIs changed farming status and its inability to foster

COmerCial growth, it is easy亡O understand why its popula亡ion re孤ained s皿all.

From a figure of l●202 in 1900' i亡dropped to 997 in 1920, and hovered around

l’000 un仁il the 1940,§・ During that∴亡ime Shelburne continued亡O be ・Primarily an

agricultural toun with its population limi亡ed by the available farmland.珊e pos亡

World War工I economic growth in Chittenden County} and the increased populari亡y

Of suburban or country living, Plac-ed the Toun in a markedly different context.

Shelbumels grow亡h becane more and more re|ated to tha亡Of亡he Burling仁On region

and less and less tied to its original agricul亡ural activi亡ies.

Suburban life brough仁With iヒh⊥gher density land uses and亡he complications

Of a fast growing population and its increased demands for servIces. Problems

associa亡ed wlth grow亡h seemed compounded when亡heir solu亡ions see皿ed at odds wi亡h

those quali亡ies which had long been ide虹ified wi亡h亡he Town.

曹ime has no亡eased this dilemna・ Shelbume has continued to grow rapidly -

indeed. more. rapidly than the surroundlng region un亡il 1980. The confllct between

COntinued develop皿ent and the Townls agricul仁ural heri亡age is ever皿Ore in亡ense.

工亡is the lnten亡Of this Toun Plan to address亡his conflic亡, and to establish some

guidelines by which Shelbume can accormodate additional growth while preserving
i亡S eStablished Village Cen亡er$ reSPeC亡ing i仁S heritage● and providing for the

needs of its present and future residen仁S.
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H工STORY OF THE TOEN OF SH圃LBURNE

The officia| history of the Tom of Shelbume begins on Augus七18, 1763.

On that day Govemor Benning Went,WOrth of New Hampshire signed the charter

establishing七he tom.岬he name WaS Chosen to honor the Earl of Shelbume,

a ce|ebrated nob|enrm of the British Par|iament.

工t was∴SuPPOSed to 23,500 acres in size, buもwhen the boundaries wer.e

esもab|ished there wa.s not a six mile square, SO She|bume has∴Six miles of

lake shore frontage, but it narrows back in a triangu|arl $hape and has only 14,272

I七was not until |786, five year3 after Govemo章鵬ntworth signed the

Charter tha七七he first recorded settlersタThoma.s Logan and John Potter arI.ived.

耽is believed they lived on Shelbume Point・ About ten組milies had sett|ed

in She|bume prior toもhe Revolution. They |ived in the west蝉rt of town along

the |ake. me only one of whom anything is knom is Moses Pierson・ He had a

fam of l,OOO acres which he bought in 1769. This la劇was later in the Meech

family and is now omed by Dunbar Bostwick.工n the fall of 1776 Mr. Pierson |eft

because of the threat of工ndiansJ and |ater |eft for七he sa.fe七y of Orwell' Vt.

Af七ep the Revo|ution many families from southem New政略1and made their噂y

もo Shelbume. The first homes were |og ca,bins, Very Sm急ll and fenced by the

stumps that were cleaI.ed. Because most of these men cam from Com and westem

Mass., they had four ideals in co蘭on. They believed tha七famers∴Should be

a||owed to om the lands they famed; they believed in the fom of tom govemment

by torm meeting) they believed in the importance of free education for all

children; and t,hey be|ieved in the i血POrtanCe Of re|igious f種eedom.

Dr. Frederick Maeck, Shelbume's first Physici包n came in 1786-88 and pra'Ctised

medicine here for near|y forty years. He died June 30, 1826 and has∴SeVerah

direct descendamts sti|| 1iving in Shelbume.工n |791 Sheユbume-s popr|ation

StOOd at 389.

The firs七effoItS Of the settlers were diI.eCted towaLrd clearing the land

and esもablishing fam.s.　But at that time the demand for繍cerねin by-PrOduct

Of land c|earing was very greatJ and these people were quick to take advantage

Of it. Thus it happened tha七as the land was c|eared,もhe greattr'eeS Were

bumed, Water fi]tered throught th ashes, and the w種ter evaporated, the end

product being potashタa materia| required in the finishing of woolen cIoth}

and the making of glass. This business IWaS∴SuCh a thriving one that the peop|e

engaged in it were loat'h to |et the sIoops used七O tmnSpert the product be

appropriated when the War of 1812 threatened.

A轟is Wa. w。S 。V。., 。。蘭。r。。 。n th。 1ak。博。.r。Vi,edi. At fir.st the new

Stea血S boats were built in Vergemes, but this was not ideal. The search for

a more suitab|e location |ed to the establish皿en七Of the Shelbume Shi馴rard

in about　|820.

After the potash boomJ anOther boom・ WaS in the making・ Sheep were a|ready

nunerous in She|bume. Then in 1811 a few Merino sheep from S鱒in arrived in

Vemont' and this∴SuPerior breed with its oily heavy fleece caused aL tremendous

spu証言in sheep faming.工n 1840 Shelbume with a populaL温on of l}089 had |7J636

sheep劃d pI.Oduced 36,677 pomds of woo|.珊e sheep boom in Vemont died out言in

the midd|e of the nineteenth cen七梗ry because of the open |ands in the West.



Around the midd|e ofもhe eighteendh century ma両le quarries were opened

in the east pa競of toun.棚ey operated o叫y brie組y, however in the past

few years' the maめ|e is being quamied aLgain and cmshed for stone.

The Civil War mrks the halfway point in the history of SheThme. Strong

fee|ings weI.e arOuSed on the subject of slavery. The p∞Ple were genera|ly

OPPOSed to s|avery, and helped ma.ny rm紬喝y SlaLVeS eSCaPe tO Canada by means

Of the Uhderground Rai|way. |n She|bumeもhe house now omed by Ha吋y Clayton

next to the Post Office is said to have been a stop on theぬilray and there

is∴SuPPOSed to be a concealed room in the baseⅢent. A totat of 91 men fro血

She恥ume are credited with having served duriLng the course of the wa.r.

After the wa'r Shemume in the eaI.1y 18co's was very恥ch a typicah Vemont

town・耽had its rich' a|so its poor; its famous紬d its hu慮)1e citiaens.

耽was very nea血y se|f-Sufficient, |acking only those things血Ore CO聞on tO

a city th測a tom’Such as |av offices' banks' and a new3PaPer| and these

things were∴readi吋avai|at)|e in Bu血ington which uns easi|y reached ty train.

工n 1887’the Webb fanily purchased lcoO acres of |and on Iake Ch劃p|ain

in Shemme and bui耽a large home; deve|oped extensive gardens and green-

house容.
↑

Malry changes have taken Place in the pa容t years.工n 1939山0 the waもer

System WaLS Put in・ Fro皿|950 on ve have had several nev housing deve|oFmentS

Start. The po呼止ation in 196O was |805, in |970 it is estin楓ted to be about

4’OOO・ The co巾i肌ing grouth of Shelbume is tied to generat poprlation

growhh in the State and the growth pattemlOf Greater Bur|ington. She|bume
ServeS aS a Pleasant and convenient |ocation of homes of people enp|oyed in

the commerciat and industria| or education comblex of Bur|ington and can be

expectedもo continue adding citiaens∴SO |ong as n鋤homes are needed in the

area and attractive bui|ding sites are ap亀i|ab|e in tom.

Shelbume has a vi||age schoo| for chi|dren kindergarten to third grade'

and a new阻ddle Schoo| for fourth grade七h富ongh eighもh. We are me蘭oers of

the Cha皿Plain VaLl|ey Union High Schoo| I)istrict.

We have seve富包l motels here in the tom? Shelbume hdusもries' She|bume

Ha両or Ship and Marine Co. ' HaL両or工ndustriesj Shelbume M。seun| m劃y fine

restaurar南, tWO bar鵬J a nev Sh統)Ping park with d叫跳StOre’SuPer market’

|iquor sもOreタ1aundro→nat}んdoctorsタ2 dentisもs and鵬叩y other fines features.


