Short History of the Town of Shelburne

The history of Shelburne begins officially on August 18, 1763,
when Governor Benning Wentworth of New Hampshire signed
the charter establishing the town.

The name “Shelburne” or “Shelburn,” as it often appears in
old records, “was chosen to honor the Earl of Shelburne, a cele- .
brated nobleman of the British Parliament. He was influential V 11
in upholding New Hampshire’s claim to the land west of the S h e 1 b u r n e 1 a g e
Connecticut River as far as Lake Champlain.”

The first recorded white men, Thomas Logan and John Potter
(or Pottier), arrived in 1768, settling on what is now Shelburne
Point. Cutting virgin timber and conveying it by raft to St. Johns,
Quebec, they are credited with opening up the lumber trade
with Canada. The subsequent settlers apparently bought their
lots as surveyed by Ira Allen.

The charter provided for seventy lots, of which four were to
be tax free and designated for: The Propagation of the Gospel in
Foreigu Parts, the glebe for the Church of England, the first
settled minister of the gospel and for the benefit of a school.

About ten families, mostly from Massachusetts and
Connecticut, had settled along the lake prior to the Revolution,
but upon word of the approaching British and Indians, they fled
this part of the state. The only one of whom anything is known
was Moses Pierson, who had bought a farm of 1000 acres in 1769
and whose withstanding an “Indian” attack in 1777 is com-
memorated on a plaque near the town beach. In 1783 Pierson
returned and others followed. The first federal census recorded
a population of 389 in 1791.

From the beginning Shelburne’s economy was based on farm-
ing. With the clearing of land and burning of logs the town ex-
perienced a potash boom. A carding and fulling mill, a gristmill,
a sawmill and blacksmith shop were erected on the LaPlatte
River at Shelburne Falls. In 1811 a few Merino sheep imported
from Spain led to an upsurge in sheep-raising. Orchards and fruit
growing became a major source of income for the farmers with
some 17,740 trees in 1880. Today Shelburne supports some 38 :
private enterprises. iy

Following the War of 1812 commerce on the lake expanded = " ; ‘/ e
Fler n Shelbinne \erm
rapidly. The Champlain Transportation Company established its Lers Lib u‘/ 4

shipyard at Shelburne Harbor and launched its first steamboat,

the “General Green,” in 1825, to be followed by ten others

before the “Ticonderoga™ in 1905.
The first of at least four “public houses” along Rte. 7, the

Shelburne Inn, was built in 1796 by Capt. Benjamin Harrington.

He also built the first church, the “White Church” (burned in

1865), and deeded to the town the green as a “Parade Ground”

in 1807. Religious services began about 1800 when a circuit

rider from Vergennes met townspeople for worship in private

homes. Three denominations have prevailed; the Methodist

Church was dedicated in 1874, Trinity Episcopal Church in

1886, and St. Catherine’s Roman Catholic Church in 1895. The

Baptist Church was dedicated in 1972. 1 ’ 1 1
In 1886 a dozen farms settled by early families along the lake- Shelburne HlStorlc Slte Commlttee

shore were purchased by Dr. and Mrs. William Seward Webb to

create a baronial estate, one of the show places of America,

known as Shelburne Farms. Shel burne’ Vermont
By 1830 there were 13 school districts with one-room school

Place
Stamp
Here

Walking Tour of

Address:

houses, 3 of which are still standing. Today with a population
of some 4100 persons Shelburne buses its pupils to two elemen-
tary schools in the village and to the Champlain Valley Union
High School in Hinesburg.
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