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On the h i s t o r y of S h e l h i i r n e F a l l s . 

Miss Q u i n l a n p i c k e d out photographs from an o l d photograph 
album we found i n our a t t i c . F o l l o w i n g a r e the people she 
knew: 
F r e d e r i c k A. B a s f o r d and F a m i l t y had a wagon shop a t the 
F a l l s i n 1869. 
A. K. Moore who r a n the G r i s t M i l l a t Shelburne F a l l s , fie 
d i e d around 1989 from an a c c i d e n t a t the Grrist Mill;*^'. The 
m i l l was down behind B a r b a r a Kent's house. 
John Papineau l i v e d i n t h e Oake's House. Another f a m i l y 
l i v e d a c r o s s the s t r e e t (Henry Papineau. John was t h e 
f a b h e r . 
Mrs. Papineau was a S o r r e l l . Her f a t h e r l i v e d t o be 100 
y e a r s o l d . 
View of the 1927 F l o o d . Back view of the G r i s t M i l l a t 
Shelburne F a l l s when both dams on the r i v e r were washed out. 
The people i n t h e p i c t u r e a r e E v e r l : Larogue, C l a y t o n 
S h o r t s l e e v e s , J r . and h i s w i f e H a z e l . T h i s i s a view of the 
CronL- of t h e G r i s t M i l l . 
The s t o n e s from t h e G r i s t M i l l were used to b u i l d t h e 
Vermoab House a t the SVielburne Museum. 

Map of Shelburne F a l l s i n 1900 drawn from an i n s e t of t h e 
1869 Shelburne map by Tom Tompkins, Cub Scout i n the 1960 '3 
as a p r o j e c t on town h i s t o r y . He v i s i t e d the neighbors i n 
th e Shelburne F a l l s from Mt. P h i l o Road to j u s t over the 
P a l l s b r i d g e . He a l s o drew another map of the people l i v i n g 
on t h e s t r e e t i n t h e 1960's. 
For 1900: B e g i n i n g t h e b r i d g e and going E a s t , the f i r s t 
house on t h e l e f t i s where Mrs. S o r r e l l l i v e d . Then the 
house where C a t h e r i n e P o t v i n l i v e d . 
The Coggins l i v e d i n t h e next house. Going a c r o s s the ^ 
s t r e e t - M r s .Ash l i v e d i n t h e house now owned by t h e Bean's 

F r a n k Burbo was Mrs. Ash's son. He l i v e d i n the 
basement of her house. Laramy's house was n e x t as we go 
west down th e h i l l . (Mrs. White l i v e s t h e r e now) 
Henry Winterbottom l i v e d i n bhe house west of Laramy. They 
had the most b e a u t i f u l f l o w e r garden. (The house burned 
down i n t h e 1960's) 
S t i l l headed west on t h e n o r t h s i d e of t h e road, we c r o s s 
t h e covered b r i d g e . The upper dam was to the n o r t h of the 
b r i d g e where the G r i s t M i l l was l o c a t e d . The lower dam was 
south of the b r i d g e where t h e C i r c u l a r S a w m i l l , owned by 
the Webb's and run by F r e d Bacon around 1900. A l i c e 
Q u i n l a n ' s f a t h e r a l s o worked t h e r e . 
J u s t p a s t t h e b r i d g e on t h e n o r t h s i d e was a road t h a t went 
to the G r i s t M i l l . Moore and H. Lake had a house down 
t h e r e , too. 
The P i r s I ; house on F a l l - : ! Road west of the b r i d g e on the 
n o r t h s i d e was owned by A b a i r and C o l t . The house i s now 
owned by B a r b a r a Ken!;. X!;' s one of bhe oldesb houses i n t h e 



2 

P a l l s and was " b i i i l t by one of the Q u i n l a n ' s . an Edward 
Q u i n l a n (Hot A l i c e Quinlan's b r o t h e r Edward) 
The C l a y t o n S h o r t s l e e v e s moved i n t o t he house about 1906, 
th e y e a r t h e y were m a r r i e d . They had a l i t t l e s t o r e i n the 
basemenb, Pop, e t c . , not too much. 

The T r a c y ' s l i v e d i n the next house from 1890-1893. The 
house burned s h o r t l y a f t e r 1900. F r e d Bacon l i v e d t h e r e 
about 1898 .Walter Palmer and h i s f a m i l y l i v e d t h e r e f o r a 
few y e a r s . 
Bacon and Palmer vi^ere i n p a r t n e r s w i t h t he m i l l . S old i:o 
Wa l t e r Palmer when he mar r i e d ( L o r e n Palmer i s h i s s o n ) . 
They r e n t e d i t t o the Bergerons. Then F r e d Thomas owned i t 
when he was married t o Grace Quinlan. Then Bob Bacon bought 
i t . Then A l i c e Bacon owned i t . 
The n e x t house t o the west ( s t i l l on the n o r t h s i d e of the 
s t r e e t ) was owned by Enos Douglas. There was a s c h o o l i n 
the l i v i n g room where B u r t S c o f i e l d taught. The F o r e s t 
C a r p e n t e r s l i v e t h e r e now. 
Ma r i e Hamilton owned i t b e f o r e the C a r p e n t e r ' s bought ifc a 
few y e a r s ago. 
F r e d Bacon (Marie Hamilton's f a t h e r ) owned nex t house which 
was b u i l t by G o s l i n i n 1860. 
John Papineau l i v e d i n t h e next house (where t h e Tom Oakes' 
now l i v e ) . Old Mrs. Papineau owned the house f o r y e a r s , 
then i t w a s s o l d t o Alan Bacon , th e n t o t h e Oakes' who s a i d 
s a i d i n 1961 thai^ the house was 140 y e a r s o l d . The C o l l i n s ' 
l i v e d t h e r e around 1914 when A l l e n Bacon t o r e down the o l d 
g e n e r a l s t o r e and used lumber bo b u i l d t he porch on the 
house. 
Between Oakes' and. t h e nex t house was a l i b t l e s t o r e t h a t 
came out t o the " s i d e w a l k " f o r m e r l y owned by George C u r r y . 
A f t e r h i s death, h i s widow r a n t h e g e n e r a l sbore. F r e d 
P e e t , L o r e n Palmer's f a t h e r - i n - l a w had a l i c i u o r sbore t h e r e . 
Behind t h e s t o r e was the l o n g Woodman H a l l where dances were 
h e l d . ( C l a y t o n S h o r t s l e e v e s s a i d he helped b u i l d i t i n 
1906.) E v e n t u a l l y s t o r e was removed and the new p a r t was 
l e f b s t a n d i n g . Woodman's S o c i e t y had b i g suppers t h e r e . 
Marie Hamilton's mother was t h e b e s t cook. They had an 
i n s u r a n c e f o r the members, too. The members and t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s had a lob o f u n ab bhe Woodman's H a l l 
A Mr. Howard P e t e r s o n had a garage i n the o l d Woodman H a l l 
f o r a few months around 1928. 
P r e s e n t l y a garage f o r the Tompkins'. 

The WoodjQan H a l l was inoved t o t h e G e r v i a house a f t e r a few 
y e a r s . 
The house was owned by Tommy Thompson around 1900. L a t e r 
owned by A l l e n Bacon. 6 i ^ t i « - 4 ^^^'^i^oM 
A r t h u r Hathaway l i v e d i n t h e n e x t house i n 1900. I t was pa-(scj 6r^iMyi ^ 
t ^ H e r man Dede re r and i;he Tompkins'. •̂ •̂ ^ /̂«'f-5 
There was a s m a l l house between the A r t h u r Hathaway house (m«^y(i^<^ 
and G a l i p e a u ' s which burned. '̂"XtT/y \ 
Henry G o o d s e l l b u i l t t h e G a l i p e a u s t o r e sometime aCber 1900, f " J 
Then t h e r e i s the B l a c k s m i t h Shop (which i s s b i l l sbanding) 



The o l d Mr. Hathaway was a b l a c k s m i t h . A f t e r t h a t Joe Bacon 
brought i t . N e l l i e Bacoa's f a t h e r . Tliey s o l d i t then moved 
t o t h e road t o C h a r l o t t e where Rose E a r l y l i v e s . 
The nexl; house was owned by George P a r k e r . I t ' s E u n i c e 
Osgood's house. Emerson Palmer l e f t i t t o h i s son, A l t o n . 
The next one i s A b a i r ' s . P r i c i l l a A b a i r . T h a t ' s where the 
new Woodman H a l l was. There was a l s o a m i l l i n e r y s t o r e i n 
t h e fronl; p a r t of the b u i l d i n g . 
The ne>cb house was owned by George M i l l e r . (Panny R u s s e l l ' s 
husband) They had 2 or 3 daughters and 2 sons. S t . George 
used to l i v e l ; he rH . T r i n h ' s as Par as i ! : went going west on 
the n o r t h s i d e of P a l l s Road . Mr. Hathaway owned the land 
from t h e r e t o the northwest c o r n e r . 

Going back to bhe b r i d g e and heading west on l;he south s i d e 
of t h e s t r e e t we f i n d : 
J u s t s o u th of the covered b r i d g e was a c i r c u l a r S a w m i l l run 
by F r e d Bacon around 1900. John Quinlan a l s o worked f o r the 
Webbs who bought t h e m i l l from Pred Bacon and W a l t e r Palmer. 
The f i r s t lioiise was John Hoonan's house. ( K i t t y ' s f a t h e r ) 
Used t o belong t o t h e Degrees. One of t h e o l d e s t house i n 
t h e P a l l s . John and K-ite Hoonan owned the house s i n c e the 
1890. 
Next house was owned by Leon Henas (Mrs S h o r t s l e e v e s mother 
a,nd f a t h e r ) . Not as o l d as some of t h e houses. 
Next i s C o l l i e r ( A l e c C o l l i e r ' s worked i n t h e Creamery) who 
r e n t e d the house. 
Next i s John H a r r i n g t o n . He used t o be a s t a t e i n s p e c t o r . 
He and h i s mother l i v e d t h e r e . 
Behind C o l l i e r house was a t a n n i n g f a c t o r y . 
T}ie next house to t h e west of John H a r r i n g t o n ' s house was 
trie Henry Papineau, The son of t h e o l d Mrs Papineau. Mary 
Jane Papineau house. 
Next i s John McGee. Cousin t o Johnny McGee, th e p r o f e s s o r . 
They had 4 or 5 daughters. Nina Cole l i v e s t here now. 
Next i s t h e John Q u i n l a n house, b u i l t around 1890 by John 
Qui n l a n . H i s b r o t h e r Mike was an i n v e n t o r . He i n v e n t e d a 
box: machine. H i s son, Ed was a c l e v e r c a r p e n t e r . 
The house nex:t to Qu i n l a n was the Leraires ( D a i s y Bacon's 
house) D o w n s t a i r s was a s t o r e . They l i v e d u p s t a i r s . 
G r ocery s t o r e . 
The n e x t b u i l d i n g was t h e G r i s t M i l l t h a t P r e d Bacon ran. 
Was a Creamery f i r s t . T h e n i t became a tenement house, then 
i n t h e e a r l y 1960's H.P. Hood Co. had a s t o r e t h e r e , then 
C i i l t t e r i d e n had a b u s i n e s s t h e r e . 
The next f a m i l y was t h e Burbo's. One of t h e Burbo's m a r r i e d 
a Coleman. Mrs. Burbo was i n a w h e e l c h a i r most of the time. 
The Wetraore's l i v e d i n the next house. There were 2 or 3 
sons ( E a r l Wetmore was one of them). At one time a John 
W i l l i a m s and h i s daughter, M y r t l e had a s l a u g h t e r liouse i n 
t h e back y a r d . 

B a s i c a l l y a l l t h e houses s t i l l s t a n d . The E l k i n s house and 
t h e S t e b b i n s house a r e the only a d d i t i o n s to the 
neighborhood. 
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