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For several years a war cleud had been gathering over this
country and England. Napoleon 1st, was then convulsing the nations
of Burope with the rapid strides he was meking toward dominion.and
power. As early as 1806 Napoleon had acquired controel over naagly
all the kingdoms of Europe. England alone, unsubdued and undaunted,
waged incessant war against her ancient rival, and though France waé
vietorious on land, the navy of England was {riumphant on every éea.
In May, 1806, England, for the purpoée of injuring the commerce of her
enenmy, declared the continent from'ﬁrest; a2 town on the north-west ex-~
tremity of France, to the Elbe, in a state of blockade. And numercns
American veseels trading to that coast were captured and condemned.
Bonaparte soon retaliated by declaring the Britieh Isles in & state of
blockade, and nurerous American vessels trading there became & prey to
?rencﬁ crulsers; and between the tvo povers the foreign commerce of
the United States was almost ruined. France soon modified her restrie-
tive measurcs in part, but Bngland refused to do so. England had also
snnounced the doctrine that whoever was born in Brgland always remained
8 British subject, and hed lons claimed the right and exercised tha.
power of sesrching American uhiyps, and tazing from\fhem those who had
been naturalized in the United States sad who were therefore, claimed
as Americen citizens. On the :2nd of June, the American frisets Cheas~
peake, then near the co&stlof +he United States, having refused to de-
liver up four men clained by the English as aaaérters, vag fired upon by
the British ship of war, lLecpard., Being unsuspicious of dsnger at the
time and unprepared for the attack, the Cheasperke siruck her colors

after having three of her men killed and eirhteen wounded.



