on that crisp Apri

Devont - Llfe was.
. looking brighter for Lester
| evemngg

in 1942. He'd had a fine supper
~ of dandelion greens, cooked with

:_W__pork fat and the fn;mgs of gnd |
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Lester Francxs Mome was F,
; b.m in Belmont in 1906, the

Pt youngest child of John and .’femne

{Levenseller) Morse. He was

.......

S

~ close to hi |
~ Amon, who was 14

- child, who died a coupic-
. ofdayslater.

- Lester

" was vezyf
brother,

 months older than he,

R
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.;5'f”me boys, with their

- were

o rmsed by thelr ‘hard-
. working grandmother
- who was also raising
§fi;ff’fseveral
-cousms

rmmeriess |

port ﬁlemseives .'

?ffﬁf??f '_Leszer hved for some-

-demg famx work to eam
_ his board. As he grew

 older

he ‘ worked on

......

27 he mea S ie >

Be f: %ast and Seammont
. areas. iy ey

When

. exactly one year and one day
~ old when his mother, Jennie died
~ while giving birth to her eighth

1r motherless danghter@ Helen :
6 and-a-half years old, Joan 5
and a half, With the twins, f:}ora .‘

and Horence Eing

nnie’s sisters oﬁ'éied o fake the 8
% gils between them to raise, with
1o interference from Lester, He

was adamant the fami

together. He had a succession of
housekeepers some of whom

~ had marriage ideas, but he was
~ not ready to remarry. He was
 feeling overwhelmed by his
responmbﬂlues and quit his job at

It hﬂd ‘been a year since

Anme s death when he went to
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e

;."f'is;* - Rogers of Searsmont. Anme had
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 Woolen Mill in Camden. .

i the

P
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;.fgffif'ibrother agreed to buy the farm,
_ giving Lester a mortgage. They

.....

. were interested in buying
mest Young farm in the

 Youngtown area of Lincolnville,

- but didn’t have the money. His

~ older sisters who did not approve ;
 of their marriage, as they thought

_ that he, being seven years. older,
 was much too old for her. They
- considered him 2 ne er-do-well,
~ though he worked at the Knox

~ moved there with daughters, -

~ Helen and Joan. The twins were

bom at the farm.

Another of life’s tragedles

 struck in the spring of 1940. Annie

'fff;ffj.'f”-had been sick with an earache,
 which they treated with home
. remedies. She seemed better as

~ ear raged. Finally a doctor was
~ called to the home, where Annie

| L»ter went to work at the Woolen
 Mill. The infection behind ber

~ died May 3, aged about 27 years :

......

- Lester for her death.

Lester was Ieft to care for

~ Amnie’s sisters never forgave

- -

Camden to vxszt a .y:oung woman
- whom he had met from his
~ brother, Everett’s neighborhood.
 He went onto the porch of the
 Kelletts” where Velmae Basford
 worked and asked for her. Lester
~ told her that he wouldn’t make
- any flowery promises, but he
- needed a housekeeper, a mother
- for his children, and that he would
- marry her. To the surprise of both
of them, she said, *“Yes.”

Lester and Velmae were

married in September 1941,
- Velmae was good for the family.
~ Every mOomin g she got the girls

dressed, combed and braided

_ their hair, and sent the two older
~ girls off to school. The girls
“ didn’t have much for clothing

‘when she went to the farm. She
- made them dresses, matchmg
- panties, and whatever else they
needed. She and Lester had
- hatched out chickens and built a
. henhouse across the road, with
 a brooder stove to keep them
 warm. At Christmas, Velmae and
~ a neighbor, Trigger Carver, made
- life-size rag dolls with a wardrobe

Hy be kept

-ef clotInng, one for each of the o5

airls and Trigger's dauahtez:

On the evening of April
1942, Velmae had cleaned up the

 dishes after supper, put the girls
 to bed, and was daming socks in
the living room, while histening

fo the

hone that she’d

brought with her when she came
to Lester’s home. He told her that
he was going next door to Clyde

~ Young’s to make a phone call o

George Hardy about a carpenter’s

assistant job.
Velmae looked out of the

window and saw Lester standing

_in the road in front of the house,
talking to a man whom she didn't

recognize. She stepped to the door
and heard I ester say, “Fll be right
with you.”

| Sometime later, Clyde came
~ to the house and asked where
 Lester was. She answered that she
supposed he had gone to Clyde’s
~ house to use the phone. Clyde said
~ that he hadn’t seen him, but there
~ was a huge fire in the vzcmxty of
. Leigh Richards’ barn. -

Velmae went to check
on the chicks. She fretted if
the fire spread, they'd lose
the brooder house, chickens
and all they’d invested. And

 where was Eester?

The dirt road was muddy,

~as happens m Maine in the

spring. The fire trucks got
bogged down m the mud.

- The Camden and Lincolnville

trucks were within sight of
the fire, but they couldn’t

~ get through. The neighbors

tried a “bucket brigade” to no

- avail. The barn bumed to the
~ ground.

The next morning, Everett

. went to Amon’s m Northport
- to tell him that Lester hadn’t

come home. There were few

phones in the area at that time.

The night before Amon had seen
the fire from Northport, and had

startedto goto Youngtown, getting
“as far as Leigh Miller’s. Those
who had the old crank phones had
passed the news from one house
to another that Leigh Richards®
“barn was buming in Youngtown, -

family |

————

so Amon turned back.
In the mommg,

nembers © —in. . Lincolnville,
forthport and Behnont arrived
t the Youngtown Road searching
or lester They found the
ontents of his pockets, a pencil,
.small notebook and other items
long theroad.
Lester was a tall, ery man.
o the family, it appeare |
hough he had been thrown over
omeone’s shoulder and carried,
osing the pocket contents. The -
cllar of the old barn next door
vas still burning. Richard Morse, -
vith the curiosity of youth, peered -
nto the burning remams, and
hought that he saw a calf in the
smoldering barn cellar. He
called out to the adults, who
determined xtwasﬂleremams
of a person.
Amon went to tell Velmae f;
that Lester had died in the
fire. She didn’t remember
much after that. Mr. and Mrs.
. Kellett from Camden came
- and took her to their house.
She said that she didn’t know
what atled her. She was led =
around and did as she was
told. The house and children
were Lester’s. Her world was
shattered. What was she to do,
and where was she to go?
Lester’s siblings all had
families of their own, vet the
family did not want to see the
girds separated, or 1o be senf
to the Gitls Home in Belfast
for erphans Velmae loved the.
__siele and they loved &
~ Everett was appomto&
guardian of the girls. All
of Lester’s siblings helped
i their own way, giving

 whatever assistance they could

spare. They were of farming
fanmlies, in a farming community,

 strugeling from the aftereffects of

the Depression. World War H had
started. Amon fold Velmae thatif
she would stay on and raise the
girls, that he would destroy the
mortgage, and the farm would be

fhers g3 g
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