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We have but smeil space or time for
a very few words, in reply to an editori-
al article in yesterday's Republican, on
the much agitaled subject of the loss of
the bil for continuing the Fortilications
i this harbor, e, The writer com-
plains of the length of ine that bill wax
retained by the Commiltee of Finuuce,
befure it was reported Lo the Senate, and
finally acted vn inthat body. Welave
already explained the cause of this de-
Lention, and shewn that it was hept buck
by Mr. Webster, in order to obtain [romn
the Secretary at War, aud the Miltary
Committees of the Scnate and the
House, all the iulormation they could
furnish Lis committee as to the new
works, which the Government itsell
thought necessary at this particular eri-:
std. When this informalion had been ob-
tained, the biil was immediately reported
back by Mr. Webster, and acted on by
the Senate as soun as they received it.
The wrter in the Republican states that
the bill was not relurned to the House
until Thursdoy or Fridey preceding the
last day of the session. This the writer
of that article kuores to be false. The bill
was repoited and weted on in the Senate
Monday, IFelr. 23d, and returned to the
House, Tuesday, Feb, 24 —one whole
week: before the House condescended to
notice it.  This can be pRuveDp by a re-
ference to the journals of both Houses
of Congress, by any one who will take
the trouble to iuspect them. 1le pre-
tends nlse, that the Ilouse was prevent-
cd from acting on the report oftheir own
commiltee of conference, by want of
time, &c.—12 o’clock having arrived and
put an end to their existence. The folly
of all this subterfuge is" so amply expos-
ed in other parts of our paper, as lo ri_eéd
no reply in addiion to those state-
meats, As to the malicious motives
supposed Lo acluite Messrs. KnviGHT and
Rospins in their votes on this subject,
and their pretended indifference to Lhe
interests of Newport, we leave the uni-,
form-conduct ufl.lmsegenllemen to speﬂk
for: |tsell'|n the mllld‘&}"evcry c.mdxd and
u.cll dlsposed citizen.




