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Nntlonal e nog,
We are indebted 1o the ntte htion uf thy
Hou. Ro B Cravsron, for & Congres.
stonal dacuinemi~=the Letter from the
Scerctary of Wae on the suluect 0? “
system of national defence, &e,
We copy friun this ducument the fal-,
Low g, i colation to x\atragm}ﬂcn Bay .

Narraganset bay.~Tha propertics of
this hnml raadstend will be here bricfly
ndverted to. Moro minue :utummuun
Wy lw lstained b} ru..u:u:nce m mpmts_
of 1820 and 1891, | |

S Asa barbor, thisis m‘knms Id ged by uH
0 b the best on the w il vuunl of the
Uinted States 5 and o is the waly cleve
matbof- wak hart or that is acoessible with
a nortwwest wd, the provailing and
mogt visde o wamil ol the lm,lnmml SEURIL,
Numeruas boards and COMMIE-ions, Bomte
uuws < m]mhul ol vl uﬂ:cvw BOR.
s of army officers, scnetimes of ofs
ficers of buth services, h,zw, ut different
vanes, had the sulject of s roadatend
under consilerstion 3 and wil have Colts
curred in rvcmmm-udmg 8 Tony termy,
that it be made @ place of maval ot
deryous aud . repair, it not gwm uuval
e pu{; 00 or e of thesa ¢ numissinng
proferring it lue the Later parpose, to all
other  positions,  These recominenda- |
tons have not been acted ony but ot s
HeAt 1o Certala thiat a wae would forea
Lt adoption upen the Governnent,
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'j‘ih;‘ (h'l_l’#!iéij {'Miﬂph'ii ﬂli‘ N;lrrug;mm;t
roids mast be formidable on the mportant
potuts, Lecanso they wall be exposed Lo
liiﬂi"tﬂ"ﬁﬂ l*);f'ua-g_jm’m;g*' .-Hllm-ugh the
pussutiolan ol this hurbor, thy destruction
1 the mrval establishment, the eapture of
the floating defenees, nd the posses i0R
of the sslund a8 0 place of deburkanon
aud relieshment, should not be cousidered
as const tting of thenselvey,  objects
worthy a great expedinon, they might’
very well be the preluniuary  steps of
such expeduion ; and defonces weak in
therr charaeter iight tenpt, rather than
deter ity for alihough vanbie to resist the
citerpese, they might be full}f compeiont,
alier being copiared aid strongiheaed by
such means as he wouwid have at hand, 10
proteei it &om offeusive demonstrutions
ol oy parh _ | o
Thers aro, busides, in the lacul cireum.
stanees, soe reasons why the  works
siionld be strong, - ‘The chinvel on the
enstern stde i}:!‘:ﬂl_!? idaml, hemg pernite.
namdy elosed by a solid bridge, . requires
vo defeasive works H but s bi"idgﬂ b
g the upper end ot thy island, the eluns

nel is npen o an enemy all alag the
vastern sliore of the ishaud, Worky erects
ed fur the defence of the chanpol -on the
wesl pide oi e island cunbot, terelurey
Prevent, har gven oppose, o _innding on
e castera side,  The enemy  ¢opne.
quentiy, may taky possowsion, wod bend
hta wihole doicete the reduction of the
fouts ui the jsland, wlilch connot Lo rus
Cheved until n torce hus been orgnsizod,
wrought (rom a distwnesy, conveyod by
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wate r o the pomts siscked,and Jaudod in
the face 0”!1 shatteries @ ad ths ubwu:uuly
reqairing sevaod digs, duving whicl the
Forts shionlid be e apiliy uf’ huhl!llg 1T e
To du this agatust o eapedition of 16,
0 o 2,000 men, demag e mrmmlm!g
more .lmu the aunnh&h o resiel a smgl@
!Hj ﬂll!

Tutoss the mnin works bo conipatent
to withstand w sicge of a fow davs, thoy
will nol, twerelore, (il their teast, and
will b woree thab wec'e e,

I aust here be noticwd, lhnt, althong o
the works do vat prevent the Tandin u{'
alcuemy on Rh sl {sland, they w llf

“enpabie of vesistiog s i:ﬂurtu for u tuw
dave, ke o vosidonee on tha island
lor wny lengtih of time iinpousmble, since
forcod in aay number may bs brought
irom the maiy, und lneded undxsr llm
covier ol the fire of the worke,

‘T'o womg pow to the particular de-
hsm‘vn pruptmml fiur  this rondstend. I
mmi be slyed that there nro thrva tm.
travees into Nureagansel roads s

1ar, ‘Fhe easteri chanuel, which pas.
:i‘*:fﬂ Ly ot l_‘ht; gitel side of !hi,.t !‘,-*l.l-u,id ;*:;r
Rbode Wand,  This, ae belore staied,
Lewmg ebut by n solid bridge, noeds no
detence by forusinadony, Mher thisnn o
field wock or 1wo which mny he ﬂu*uwn
up at the “l“'”“*k of waur,

) 'Uhe cenenl ehannel, which anters
Cromy e fry o HLETLT betwsen Bhode Jalandd
wod - Cononient wlasds Tlis ia by far
the best entranee, and leads te the heat
anchorago ; und this 0w proposed o de.
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tend by o fort on the oust side of the
entrapee, designed 1o be tlm'i.ximizipui

work tn the svetem.  This work, ealled

Fart Adams, 15 peerly r‘:umph*md Char thas

west @rde of the eutranee 1t g preposed

to place nnother work 3 and on an island
culled Rowe island, fucing the entrance,

u third work, It is also proposed to ro.
puit thu old fort on Goat island, juat
withi the mumh; and  nlso old ilmf
Green, which s n linle higher upy nnd
ou the iglind of Rbede Valund,

e As toihe western pasange, three
modes present themsslves first, by ro-
ducing the depth of water hv o orificial
ledge, soum, while the passoge sha!l be as
free a8 it now for the consting  trude,
Woshall be shut v to the veesela of war,
uwlmimg stunm.vessely § soeond, by roly.
ing on fortficatintions ﬂlum, to- elose the
channel § or, third, by resorting in part
10 mmmd in purt to the othor mode
just mentioned. 18 ulmr iy practicable ;
buty bemy the least o pensive and most
Lerini, tlm t;smnmt*a are founded on the

1“ tih ‘ E _ )
._i ha  total L'n:-?![ of LE‘}@; Nggr;ﬂﬂgmwm
defences is estimated ol 81,31 7462,




