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Bom in Kentucky, W組son-s family moved to Southem Califomia when he was a

young bny. When he was only 18 years old, he and a鮎end bu恥an airplane us血g a

fourLeylinder motoh It wa§n't the皿OSt Profession租I creation and would only rise

about 50 feet off lhe ground, but it did皿y. When the many hard land血gs鯖nally

took their toll on the contrap簡on● Wilson sold it to a motion picture co皿Pany for a

p調p・

His contact with仇e motion picfure industry continued as he performed small tasks

and even did so皿e m血or acting work. He is also credited wi仇constructing the範rst

Wind machines used by t血e movies血om airpIane propel萱ers a皿d au`omo脚e eng血es・

During this慣me he took a job in maintenance a=he Schiller Aviation SchooI which

aIso gave h血書the opportunity to begin Ie種m血g how to be a p組ot. He later moved to

a珊y血g school at Riverside where he co血pIeted his train血g. W組son re血med to

Venice, Which was now named the Crawford-Saunders Field, and the American

Aircraft Company hired him as their chief instructor. He developed his stunt trying

Skills by peIforming acroba慣c maneuvers仇at wou看d ''stimulate s仙dents.'一W組son's

brother) He巾ert? bu恥a two-Seat mOnOPlane at this timeタWhichタW肌AI as the co-

P軸ot, WaS rented to movie companies. '一This was the beginning of AI W組son's

mo鯖on pictu富e Stunt fty血g career," Wynne said.

One ofWilsonls strdents wh組e at Venice was Cec組B. DeMille who had hopes of

becoming a pilot during the warl but? aIthough he beca皿e an aCCOmP腿hed pilot?

the war ended before his drcam was rcalized. However, this Ied to ano仇er

OPPOrtunrty for Wilson. When DeM軸e fomed the Mercury Avia慣on Company,

Wilson was named vice-PreSident and general manager. The company o鯖ered鮎ght

血stⅢCtion, Sight-Seeing tours, Charter鮎ghts and more. Most importantly, mOtion

Picture studios came to Mercury when仇ey needed ai細心nes and pilots.

Wihon didn’t stay血this po§ition Iong apparentry miss血g the thriIl of perfom血g

S血皿ts and resigned to retrm to exhibition try血g. At one po血t he formed a

Par(nership with stuntman Frank Clarke and p軸oted one of two ai町lanes as Clarke

Performed a w血g-to「Ⅳing tmnsfer. The availability of the Wilson-Clarke team was

ndvertised血the Oct. 10, 1919, issue ofB物0αrd magazine. Wilson was aIso known

to perform his wingrwa雌ng acrobatics w軸e stun` p軸ot Wally Ti皿mS巾hom

Wilson had trained back at Mercury Aviation) 】PiIoted the airplane.

One of his more spectacuI種r stunts, Which brought hi血quite a bit of publieity, WaS a

double airplane transfer血Februaryl 1920タWhich called for him to grab仇e landing

gear of the airpぬne above and pun hinseIf up. Then the fi書st plane changed to the

overhead position, and Wilson once aga血pulIed himself up by the Iand血g gear to

the original airplane・ Wh組e this was being doneタthere was the additional risk of

being dangerously cIose to the whir血g propelIer.



Wilson cont血ued work血g exhibition tours and do血g movie work in the o鯖"SeaSOn.

Around 1922, he signed a contract with Universal, but it is di鯖cult to determine

exactIy how many or which鮒血S he may have contributed to as a stunt man.

In 1923, however, We See him feafured as an actor for the鯖rst time in the Fred

Thomson 15_Chapter serial '一The Eagle-s Talons.一一Of course, he wasn-t just hired to

act. He also peIfrormed his stunts, One being a plan○○to-train transfer. This was

followed the same year with a role in the 15-Chapter serial一,The Ghost City'一

Starring Pete Morrison. One stunt in this胤m came cIose to disaster when Wilson

WaS `ransferring from a car traveIing at 70 m組es per hour to a rope ladder dangⅢ宣g

from an ai町lane overhead. However, When W組son put his weight on the ladder, the

Plane se側ed hitting W組son on the ground. Although the initial inc血ation was to

tum loose since he was already at ground level, he would have been injured even

WOrSe a=hat speed譜he had let go・ Instead, he held on, and the pilot pulIed up

leaving Wilson only with some bumps and bruises.

A請er thisI Wi書son formed his own production company and began a series of

thrilIers for which he wrote the scripts, Perfor血ed the stunts and was the star. In

1924, he made一一The Air Hawk,一一foIlowed by一,The CIoud Rider'一and一,Flyin- Thru''

in 1925 and "The Flying Ma組一, in 1926.

Each創血WaS SimiIar in血ake-uPI Wilson

as a Secret Service agent, With the Air

Mail Service or in so血e Other lldo_

gooder’一capacity saving the girl and

everyone else from the bad guys. Of

COurSe, a Variety of aerial stunts were

Performed to accomplish this including

範ghts on the wing of a p置aneタchanging the

Wheel of an airp賞ane above him while

Standing on the wing ofa plane below,

making a plane-tO-autOmObiIe transfer to

CaPture the escaping bad guy,

transferring from a speeding motorcycIe

to a rope ladder dang量血g from an

airplane above and皿Ore.

CharIes Lindbergh's soIo crossing of the AtIantic in May, 1927, Which created a

nationaI obsession with avialio皿, COuP重ed wi血仇e spectacular success of William

Wellmanls epicllW血gs事ll which was released血Augustl WaS enOugh for皿mmakers

to realize what would sell at the box o飾ce. For some reasonl W組son got out ofthe

PrOducing business and was back with Universal in 1927. Could it be the studio, also

Wanting to cash in on the aviation craze, enticed Wi量son back to the fold? Whatever

仙e reason, he was busy star血g血a new series of鮒ms ○○ ●一Three M軸es Up'一巾hich

WaS reIeased less than two months a鯖er一一W血gs一一) and '一Sky High Saunders一一血

1927 followed by一一The Air Patrol" in 1928.胸塙的y said the air stunts were the '一only

feature’’of ”Three M軸es Up.一一Two months later the publication criticized一一Sky



High Saunders’’say血g,一一The airplane stu鯖is okay and held attention. Otherwise,

blo請O.’’In January,胸南砂caIled "The Air Patrol'=,fourth rate stu組'一Obvious机

Universal wasn't lavishing time and big bucks on these鮒ms (three組ms were

released with血four months), but血aⅢ faimess to the strdio, Wiison wasn't hired

because of his acting abi雌es, either.

One can only assu血e that, regardless of the reviews, the鮒ms were making money

for Universa賞because Wilson starTed心血rue mo富e in 1928 - 11The CIoud Dodger)"

’’The Phantom F萱yer一一and一一Won in the CIouds'一岬and then一一The Sky Skidder,一in

1929. Atthough he doesnlt mention which組m? Wynne notes in his book "The

Motion Piet町e Sfunt P組otsll仙at Wilson almost置ost his life when his p看ane caught

血e when a血el line broke and ba鵬ky皿ade i‖o the grou皿d before the plane was

COnSumed try the範re.

W軸son was one of severaI p組ots who worked on Howard Hughes=lHellls AngeIsll

beginning血1929. It was a tmgic accident in this創m that had the most profound

impact on Wilson up to仙is point血his career.

The scene caIIed for a plane 10 be珊own w軸e '一Iamp b量ack" was released which

resembled smoke coming紅om a da血aged aircraft. A鵬ough seveml other p組ots

had refused to組y the plane because of its condition, Wilson voIunteered but insisted

that he try alone and release the lamp black by a control in the cockpit. A mechanic

named Ph組Jones} Who wanted to eam some extm money● COnV血ced the director

that he should accompany Wilson in the plane and release the lamp black.

Although the scene appeared to be progressing as plannedl the plane began go血g

into a spin and fall血g apart. W軸son told the mechanic to b州out and then ba組ed

Ou` himse晩For so血e unknown reasonl the mechanic stayed in仙e phne and was

ki皿ed. Wilson sa迫he yened twice at Jones to bail, but no one kn。WS ifJones heard

himタWaS lmocked out請om be血g thrown around in the sp血ning plane or was

P血ned in by the centri血gal force. At the sile ofthe crashタJones was s創in his place

血仇e phne, Parachute unopened.

There was an investigation for homicidal neglect, but no evidence was found to

SuPPOr=he charge. W組son did Iose hi§ Iicense for a period of筒me, but it was

restored・ The criticism Wihon received fomot llsaving当he mechanicl esPeCinlIy

血om some of his peersl a餓3Cted hin deep重y. Although th萱ee planes were鮒皿血g the

SCene, and au three p組ots said W組son should not be blamed, the fearless aviator

gave up motion picture stunt鯖ying to wo血as an aiHine pilot for Maddux Air

Lincs.

Like so many of his contempomries, Wilson-s luck ran out血1932.櫨e was

appearing at the National Air Races in CIevelandl and his plane was drawn into the

VOrtex Of an autogryoIs blades・ Bo仙mach血es fell to the ground. The two occupants

Of the autogyro escaped without serious i巾ury. W弛o皿was taken章o the huspital



With lacerations, a CruShed rib cage and a冊actured skull. He died a few days later

On Sept. 5, 1少32.


