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The DC-3 did riot gu unnoticed by ore of Duugias's videst custorriers - e U.S.

Army.

escrlptlun

The military career of the Douglas DC series began in 1936 when the Army Air

f‘nrne ordered a pair of nr‘ -2s under the desionation C-32 A contract followed
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for 18 DC-2s in the C-33 freighter configuration and two more as C-34 staff
transports. Then, in 1937, the Army ordered a plane built to its own specifications.
itwas a nybﬂﬁ QGSigﬂ that combined the luaemge of the DC-2 with a DC-3 tail.
This was the sole C-38 prototype and it led to 35 production versions called the
C-38. The C-39 rnpfcennfed the first serious effort b h\l the Army to estahlish an

airlift capability. -

By 1941 the old Air Corps had been transformed into the Army Air Force and it
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standard transport aircraft. A reinforced fuselage fioor and the addition of a large
cargo door were the only major modifications. Other changes included the fitting

of cargo hooks beneath the center wing section and the removai of the tail cone

to mount a hook for towing gliders.

As a supply plane, the C-47 could carry up to 6,000 pounds of cargo. It could also
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soldiers in qu combat gear. As a medical airlift plane, it could accommodate 14
stretcher patients and three nurses. Seven basic versions were built, and the

aircraft was given at le

Every branch of the U.S military and ali the major ailied powers flew it. The U.S.
Navy version was the R4D. The British and the Australians designated it the
Dakota (a clever acronym comprised of the letters DACoTA for Douglas Aircraft
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Company Transport Aircraft). The aircraft operated from every continent in the

world and narticinatad in every maior battle By éha end n’F \World \I\I::r' l| mnra
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than 10,000 had been built. For all of its official and unofficial names, it came to
be known universally as the Gooney Bird. General Dwight D. Eisenhower,

Supl eime Commanaer of Allied Forces in I:urOpe termed it one of the most vita
pieces of military equipment used in winning the war.

®
C-47s remained in active military service long after the end of World War Il. They
played a critical role in the 1948 Berlin Airlift and saw action in the Korean and
Vietnam wars.
SAvEEﬁ‘IEEtIT]HSﬂi First flight: Dec. 23, 1941
P Model Number: C-47/R4D
Wingspan: 25 feet 6 inches
Length: 63 feet 9 inches
Heighi: 17 feet
Service ceiling: 24,000 feet
Normal range: 1,600 miles
Maximum range: 3,300 miiles
Weight: 31,000 pounds
Cruise speed: 160 mph
Power plant: Two 1,200 horsepower Pratt & Whitney R-1830 radial engines
Accommodation: Three crew and 6 000 pounds of cargo, or 28 airborne troops,
o ~or 14 stretcher patients and three attendants
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