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She was called The Tulsamerican, a World War I bomber that came to symbolize the
patriotic fervor and spirit of Tulsa when she was built 66 years ago. h)

By any measure, The Tulsamerican wasn't an ordinary bomber, but the last B-24 Liberator to
come off the assembly line at the old Douglas aircraft plant in Tulsa. Most Popular Stories

As the last of her kind, her construction was a matter of pride for Douglas employees, who not Most Viewed Most Commented
only helped pay for her through the purchase of war bonds, but named her, painted her nose
art, signed their names to the plane, and held raffles to see who would fly aboard her during
test flights.
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1944.
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In a way, he said, it was fitting that The Tulsamerican was found on Memorial Day weekend, "a
time when we honor our fallen.” Three of the plane’s 10-man crew, including an Oklahoman,

were killed in the crash.

The 32-year-old Gray said he began his research on the plane after spotting a picture of the
plane in the Tulsa World in 2001.

He said the photo inspired him to learn all he could about The Tulsamerican, and since then he
has collected a wealth of information about the plane and details about her construction in

Tulsa.

In 2003, Gray's attention turned to finding the plane when he began e-mailing Croatian divers
who were diving on American aircraft wreckage in the Adriatic Sea.

Fertin ’

GERMANY

AUSTRIA

ITALY

& rome

TorrettaField:U.5.§

airbase and origin §
ofDec.17,1944 §

mis sion to Poland

Falenmo

Sicily

HUNGARY

YUGOSLAVIA

¥orakoa

Soli

®

Tulsamerican cew
survivors re scued
on bland of Vis

ALBANIA

Note Countries and boundaries are shown
as they existad during World War

2 0f4

GREECE

Last December, the wreckage of
what was believed to be a B-24 was
spotted in the water, and by
springtime Croatian divers went
down on the site, this time
confirming that the wreckage was
that of a B-24.

But a mystery unfolded as to
whether the wreckage was that of
The Tulsamerican.

Gray said the tail section of the
wrecked plane was missing, and that
section contained its identifying
serial number.

Despite that, though, Gray felt sure
it was The Tulsamerican, given its
badly crumpled wreckage.

Gray said crew members reported
the plane went into the water nose
first, and then flipped over onto its
back before submerging.

He said dive crews eventually hit
paydirt when the crumpled cockpit
was lifted so divers could get at the
plane's data plate, which identified
her as The Tulsamerican.

Val R. Miller of Oklahoma City, the
last surviving crew member of The
Tulsamerican, said he was
"flabbergasted that anyone could
find the plane.”

Miller, who at 87 still practices law,
said he was a substitute bombardier
on that ill-fated flight. It was his first
mission aboard The Tulsamerican,
and it was to be his last mission of
the entire war.

Miller said The Tulsamerican was
returning from a bombing run on
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refineries at Odertal, in German-occupied Poland, when the plane and other bombers in the
formation were attacked by German fighter planes.

Three of The Tulsamerican's four engines were shot out, he said, and the fuel tank was also hit,
and the plane's hydraulics were gone, too.

As crippled as the plane was, Miller said the crew still tried to get The Tulsamerican back to its
base in Italy. Instead, however, the decision ultimately was made to ditch the plane in the
Adriatic.

Miller, who suffered a severely broken leg in the crash, said he bobbed in the frigid water for

several hours before he was pulled to safety by partisan Yugoslavians near the island of Vis.

Gray, said he would love to see a part of The Tulsamerican returned to Tulsa and take its place
at the Tulsa Air and Space Museum, which currently has a small exhibit to The Tulsamerican.

Air Force Plant No. 3

Operated by: Douglas Aircraft Co.

Groundbreaking: May 3, 1941.

Dedicated: Aug, 15, 1942.

Length: 4,004 feet.

Width: 350 feet.

Floor space: 800,000 square feet.

World War IT aircraft production: August 1942 to September 1945.

Complete production aircraft, 1942 to 1945:

® 615 A-24 "Banshee” dive-bombers.

® 962 B-24 "Liberator" bombers (the first 10 of which were rejected by the Army Air
Corps).

® 1.343 A-26 "Invader"” attack bombers.

Aircraft modifications, estimated at several hundred, 1942 to 1945:

A-20 "Havoc" light bombers.

B-25 "Mitchell” bombers.

B-17 "Flying Fortress" bombers.

C-17 "Skytrain" military transport subassemblies.

Sources: Tulsa Air and Space Museum, Kim Jones, curator; "The Oklahoma Aviation Story;” news
reports.

Oklahomans on plane
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Val R, Miller wasn’t the only Oklahoman aboard The Tulsamerican. Also flying with him were
Tech. Sgt. Charles E. Priest of Tallant, a tiny community north of Barnsdall, and Staff Sgt. John
F. Toney of Muskogee.

Priest was among the three killed, while Toney survived, but died several years ago.

Although Miller said he never knew Priest and Toney well, he remembered meeting them a
few months earlier for a photo opportunity around The Tulsamerican.

The plane’s mystique, as it tumed out, followed it from Tulsa to its base at Torretta, Italy.

The Tulsamerican was assigned to the 461st Bomb Group of the 765th Bomb Squadron and,
after it arrived in ltaly, some 50 Oklahoma air crews gathered around the plane for a photo
shoot.

Original Print Headline: A pride rediscovered
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