Airplane Is

40 Years Old

First Flight Was

Made December 17

The aviation industry is cele-
brating its fortieth anniversary
today.

It has just completed its
150,000th plane for use in this
war.

Behind American produc-
tion of some 10,000 war planes
a month stands the first flight
of the Wright brothers at Kitty
Hawk just for- T
ty years ago
today.

On December
17, 1903, Or-
ville and Wil-
bur Wright
made a suc-
cessful flight
in the air be-
cause they re-
fusedtobe
laughed out of

MOLTRUP
the idea that men could fly.
That one flight by the Wright
brothers forty years ago built
an

entire new industry, and

e

followed by
the twenty test
pilots of the
Tulsa plant,
pilots who play

an important :
part in seeing “a = =
that the planes CONNELL
made here are fit for fighting.
C ] hese pilots de-

of thousands

Two of these pilots, M. A.
Moltrup and
L. H. Connell,
were flying
long before the
United States
rtment of

mmerce is-

licenses

7. In fact

=% they both had

¥ licenses for

FREESCYEF R internationa
CARROLL flying signe

» Orville Wright himse
These were necessary for rac-

Moltrup was the seveniy-

(Continued on Page 4. 3

' production lines.

korsky and others
into the war planes
erica produces today.

Airplane is §

(Continued from Page 1)

first pilot in the world to fly- 4

He has more than 15,00

recorded hours in the air ané
estimates he ”
had some 10,-
000 hours be-
fore he made
any record o f
them. He flew
three first mail
routes during | |
the early days |
of airmail.

Only 596 men -

were issued S

Department of HUNTON
Commerce commercial flyiné
licenses before Connell, foT §
his 1s number 597.

Together the twenty tesh
pilots, whose jobs the Wrig
orothers creat- _
ed, have flown
approximately
12,465,000
miles . . that'’s
500 times
around the
world. They’ve
flown the len-
gth of that re-
cord -breaking :
flight made by e
Douglas planes COE
nineteen yvears ago 500 tim
Their accumulated flying het
total almost 10 years in
air. ;

Four other pilots besiceéks
Connell and Moltrup ha¥
.more than 5,000 logged fl
hours.

J. C. Carroll, Chief Te!
Pilot, and
N. Laneri eats
have <288
hours.

ton 5.000.
It is the sp!
and daring

LANERI .
dous strides of aviation s@
Kitty Hawk.

Donald Doug
daring and the vision of
like Jimmie Doolittle an
die Rickenbacker are all
part of the 150,000 war plan
that Bave roared off Americes

Their efforts which folloW
ec the early flights of Glen&
Curtiss; the tireless 1 iny
designing, testing of such



