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will be an integral part of the .

A B-24 Liberator sits on a E:<<m<;mn Tulsa International Airport on Friday.
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World staff photo by Steve Crane

B-24 Brings Back War Memories for Gunner

By Mitch Maurer
World Staff Writer

John Toney hasn't flown since his B-24,
‘Tulsa American,” went down in the Adria-
tic Sea in 1945,

But he couldn't resist driving from Musko-
gee to Tulsa to see one of the last flying B-24
Liberators, “All American,” named after a
bomber that shot down 14 German fighter
planes on one mission. Ironically, Toney
flew many of his 28 missions on the original
All American.

“1 didn’t remember the nose turret being
50 small,” he said 48 years after he last shot
at a German fighter protected only by a
plexiglass bubble.

Armed with .50-caliber machine guns,
Toney was responsible for blasting enemy
fighters away from the front of his bomber.
During battles, the ~rew was too busy fight-
ing for their lives to worry about death,

But seeing the All American brought back
memories of those that died.

“There were so many geod men who didn't
make it. It makes you think about the thou-

- country,

The Tulsa American was named for the
homelof those that buiit her. It was the last
B-24 of the 962 built at the Douglas Air-
craft Co..plant here. :

The Ali American and a B-17 Flying For-
tress will be on display Saturday at the
Million Air Hahger, near Apache Street and
69th East Avenue. They are on a tour of the
serving as flying air museums of
World War II. Admission to the display area
is free, but there is a small fee for a tour of
the aircraft.

Toney was on his sixth mission in the
plane, going to bomb Odertal, Germany,
when the plane was jumped by German
fighters. The Tulsa American was hit by flak
and enemy aircraft cannon shells.

Despite the loss of an engine, the bomber
managed to get to the target where the
bombardier dropped its payload.

On the way back, the plane lost another

engine.

* We tried to land on Vis — a little island
off the coast of Yugoslavia — but before we
could get there, we lost the other two en-
gines,"” Toney said.

“We dropped like a rock.”

27 missions had the same pilot, For this
mission, however, the crew had a new
pilot.

"It was his first — and last — mission.

The pilot, navigator and engineer were
killed when the Tulsa American crashed into
the water.

Toney, who would have died had he re-
mained in the plexiglass nose of the aircraft,
awoke under water.

“The plane had disintegrated into pieces
and I couldn’t’'swim. I just pulled on my Mae
West (an inflatable life vest named’ after
the movie star) and floated until we were
picked up.” :

Although Toney doesn’t kave much memo-

- ry of what happened after the crash, he

believes the surviving crew members, in-
cluding vcacm_.&mng who now
lives in Oklahoma City, were picked up by a
Yugoslavian fishing boat. .

After a series of hospital stays in Europe,
Toney was shipped back to the United States
where he spent five months in a hospital
recovering m,c_: the crash.

:~rmcm:.:_o.&smmaomgm:.h wmw:w\ nm:.n
explain it, but I just don't want to f y,” he

sands of our boys (hat died,” Toney said. Ironically, Toney's crew on the previous said. “But I do like to watch themn.”
1 \‘
L] - —* ¢
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Youth Accus
Chase to Be

By David Faliis
World Staff Writer

A 17-year-old, who police
led lawmen on a 30-minute c!
in a stolen car, will be tried a.
adult despite having no prior f
ny convictions, a judge said.

Special Judge Rick Clarke :
his decision was based on the
gressiveness of the alleged cr
and an overcrowded juvenile
tem.

Rico Johnson’s meother, G«
Calvin, said her son may h
broken the law but is better s
ed for a juvenile treatment cer
than prison.

“He is not hard-headed. He¢
respectful. . . . He has never re:
been given the chance to go to
other place that might help,” C
vin said.

_ The chase began about 8 p
March 17 as officers tried to s
the car as it swerved in and ou
traffic near Interstate 244 :
Sheridan Road. The chase wot

-through Tulsa before head;

south on U.S. 75, where it reacl
speeds of almost 100 mph.

The stolen car finally ran int
median at a roadblock outs:
Okmulgee.

Johnson and a teen-age gi
who was a passenger in the ¢
both were arrested. He w
charged with burglary of an au
mobile and possession of a sto
car.

After a more than two-hc
hearing Thursday, Clarke cei
fied Johnson as an adult.

He said the decision was “ra
er unusual” and “doesn’t hapg

st
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Tu[s?american Fell 30 Years Ago

World’s: Own Service

‘MUSKOGEE — Thirty years

ago this week Joln F, Toney
was recovering in . a British
hospital in Yugoslavia from
injuries received when the B24
Liberator: ;bomber Tul-
samericancrashed in the
Adriatic Sea, '

The Tilsamerican’ was the
last ‘four-engine bomher
turned out by Tulsa's Douglas
Aircraft Co. plant, The plane
~= N0, 952 - had been hotight
by Douglas. employes  here
through'~
bonds.

Toney, now: a retired postal

empl

sa

pliréhase " of “war

on the Tulsamerican, the lead -

ship"in the squadron that day
on -a run:from- the '15th Air
Force Base in Italy to Blech-

hammer inGermany to homb~

a-munitions factory, The date
was Dec. 17, 1944, ‘

“WE : ENCOUNTERED SE-
vere German fighter attacks,”
he - remembers, “Before  we
reached the target the Tul-

merican  had lost two en-
gihes.” S ,
~The pilot turned back to the
base. But a third ‘engine quit
and the decision was made to

diteh’ " In the sea.

Was: a nose: gunner

""“,““leﬂ‘ ?dmb‘ bay doars fwere

- .

gunner,  “and  the hydraulic:
system had been shot out-dur-
ing: the - German - fighter at-
tacks. . ' .
“When we. hit, the bomber:
started sinking - rapidly - sidee
water rushed in through the
open bay. doors, I don’t re-
member  escaping.  We - werg |
wearing -Mae - Wests, .and, it |
was lucky for me since I,
couldn’t swim. We were '
picked .up by-some fishermen |
and taken to the hospital..". = |
i Later, those of 'us 'wha. sur- |

vived. were returned to :Italy. |

‘When I.was pulled in hy the:

fishermen my right flight

ecallec

open,” says the former AF'

onies held for last B24 Liberator bomber, Tulsamemcah, built at Douglas’ Aif :Eorce

hoot, my right shoe andsoc
were missing, I had:g fras
tured ankle.”

TONEY, LT. VAL MILLE

of Duncan, hombardier, - an

the copilol escaped the eras
The pilet, navigator. and ' th
LTt Serpeant Hazg
slent died.

had made .

“irope; - gal

loyes
=rato;
it



Official Army Air Forces Photo.

TULSAMERICAN’S CREW—This group will fly the plant’s last B-24 into combat.
Assigned to the ship at the Topeka Army Air Field, they are: left to right, front row,
Flight Officer William Donald, pilot; Flight Officer Allen Smith, co-pilot; Second Lt.
Stuart Lefkowits, navigator; Second Lt. Everett Lorenz, bombardier; back row, Sgt.
John Walling, engineer; Sgt. Angelo Marino, radio operator; Cpls. Ernest Balint, Clec
West, Robert Lick, and Vernon Miller, gunners,




airview august 11 1944 (1).bmp (850x829x24b bmp)

et
e

Lett r Tells TﬁlSameri(?y’ s.
1 First Stop Is Birmingha

/0%
%

j First word of the whereabouts of our last B-24, “Tulsa-
'merican”, came this week through Marjorie Jean Clark, Time-
'keeping. Monday she received a letter from Ray Todd, an
~employe at the Betchel McCone Modification plant in Birm-

Ingham, Alabama who wrote*

that the ship had arrived there
~August 2, and as he started to
work on the ship he had noti-
ced all the names written on
the fuselage.

He picked out her name and
address and wrote:

“I believe I will be the first
boy to write you a letter from
Birmingham. I found your ad-
dress on the B-24 that came
from Tulsa. I believe that was
the last B-24 to be made at
your plant, is it not?

“This ship arrived in Birm-
ingham today, the second of

"

August, and when I went out .
to check the equipage on this
plane I was amazed at all the
addresses on the plane and
the big insignia on the nose.

“It looked all right to me.”

He followed with the name
of his plant and a few com-
ments about his work, closing
with a request for her to write,
Dorothy says she thinks she
will.

Two days later, Faye Bon-
ham, Joining A-26, received a
letter from another employe
at Birmingham.
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Tulsamerican Gunner in Surprise
Visit, Comes on ‘Service Tour’

Unannounced, and expecting
no special welcome, Sgt. John
F. Toney, who was nose gun-
ner on the Tulsamerican the
day she ditched in the Adria-
tic sea, arrived at the plant
Wednesday.

Accompanied by his wife,
Florence, he had come from
his home in Muskogee for a
look at the plant that turned
out his favorite B-24, the last

one assembled here,
* * #*

“We'll never forget the
Tulsamerican,” he insisted.
“She was lead ship in our
squadron . . . and we al-
ways liked to be assigned to
her . . . seemed like she flew
a little better than the rest.”

* * *

It was on a run to Blech- l
hammer, Germany, in Decem-
ber that 200 Jerries hit Toney’s
formation. Before the Tuls-
american reached her target,
two engines were knocked out.

The pilot headed the ship’s
nose for an emergency landing
field, but before it could be
reached, the third engine quit
and Tulsamerican crashed in

the Adriatic. Douglas Photo by Wilmot Dahlem
B "o “PUT YOUR JOHN HANCOCK HERE”—Sgt. John
The bomb bay doorsxvere F. Toney and his wife, Florence, sign in at the lobby
open,” Toney recalled, “and desk before he makes the servicemen’s tour Wednes.
the wheels were down. day. Nose gunner on Tulsamerican, Tulsa’s last B-24,
When we landed in the sea, John is just home from overseas and wanted to see the
the wings broke off. The plant where his plane was made.

pilot, navigator and engi:eer I e
didn’t get out. The co-pilut !
wene our tne front of the )
ship.”

Just how John got out he’ll" o
never know, He was crouched
bghind the pilot when the ship
hit water, and his head struck
against the seat. When he
came to, the Tulsamerican was
five or six feet under water,
and he was inside. Somehow
he managed 1o escape. :

The boys all wore Mae Wests

- “which was darned lucky, M
because I couldn't sw im,”
Toney remembers. “We float-
ed around for a long time . , .
none of us knowing any of the
oth;\rs were safe . . . and were
picked up by som fishermen.’

After two’afe@é”fn the hos- s . " ried U
bital, John was sent home, and * A brifiant dombat record in Europe was marked up by
will have some time in Mus- T 1 al - :

‘s fin iberator named ‘‘Tulsamerican.” It is show
;‘Ogﬁ? before being reassigned, ﬂ:::ag sf::::"ll'-t.:lt;i’s runway. Althqugcliw dthﬁ -aircc;'afi is num
o wont en months overseas | : iti B-24 built and delivered..
he went on 38 missions . . but bered 952, it is the 962nd ir.
the one he’]] always remem-
ber is the last day of the
Tulsamerican, Tulsa’s last’
Liberator.
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Tulsa, Oklahoma

Tulsamerican’s Bombardier Here

What happened to the Tulsamerican on
her last mission over Germany? How many
of her crew escaped death when she crash-
ed into the Adriatic sea?

Employes will hear the answers to these
questions Saturday when Lt. Val Miller,
bombardier on Tulsa’s ill-fated Liberator,
tells his story over the plant public ad-
dress system.

Revenge for the loss of the last B-24
from Tulsa is the spur of the Seventh War
Loan drive . . . the drive that will send a
full squadren of Invaders to replace the
ship bought in last summer’s bond cam-
paign.

Val will tell of his missions on the Tuls-
merican . . . of the respect that the flight
group and ground crew had for the gal-

lant bomber . . . and of the last day, when
she accounted for 10 enemy fighters before
plunging into the sea.

Young Lieutenant Miller, a native of
Duncan, Ok., was seriously injured when
the Tulsamerican crashed. He spent many
hours in icy water before a rescue squad
arrived. “But 1 just kept praying, and 1
guess God heard me,” he remembers.

On leave from Borden General hospital
at Chickasha, he arrived here this morn-
ing accompanied by his wife.

Speaking to bond coordinators and cap-
tains at two special meetings in the Main
cafeteria, he briefed his experiences . . the
same adventure-packed story he will tell
to all employes tomorrow at first and se-
cond shift rest periods.

-
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Deaz . Mrs Toney .
I am pleased to inform yoﬁ that on 13th J‘?D‘ﬁry your -
Husbend ,Toney, John F, 38988581, S/8gt
(Relationship) {Grade, name, Army serial au?xhr)
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was admitted to this hospitnl on
where he will remain only long enoughto ar
nearer his home which is the most suitable

SPTAK FORM 8225
7 FeB a8

7

FEB 9

1945

range for transfer to a hosp:ltal

for his care. It is not advisabl«e
that you visit him here because of his short stay,

You will be notified immediately upon his transfer.

His present condition is satisfactorv and you will be advised at once in
case of any change.

JOHN D, NELSON Capt, MAC
Registrar

HRPE

HEADQUARTERS STATION HOSPITAL
Camp Patrick Henrv, Va, :

Youp husband S Sgt John P. Toney

t

pate_FEB 1 3 1945

vl

3'?1"&! FDRII 322‘
7 FER A

Has been transferred to

- DIBBLE GEN HOSP

Menlo Perk, Cal. '
For further ohservation and treatment.

o Registrarw

]'OHN D NELSON Capt, MAC
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Former Employes in Italy Tell

Of Tulsamerican’s Missions

In a recording made by the Mediterranean Allied Air For-
ces, which was played over the plant’s public address system

It
1

“Kiefer, gunner on a Libera-»
tor, and Smith,
a ground for-
ces  mechanic,
appealed to the
people at home

to join in the
Sixth War
Loan drive.
Smith. who
installed  en-
gines in Final

Assembly
mentioned the

KIEFER

Tulsamerican’s fine record:

“Now that I'm ilving in

laTH \AF IN IT \LY_( pl
Alvin Smith. aireraft mechanic
in a 15th Air Force B-24 Lib-

erator group. commanded by
Col. Philip R. Hawes. Pearl

River.
awarded the
Medal.

With over 140 combat mis-

N. Y.. recently has been
Good Conduct

sions to ils credit. his group
a« hit key Nazi targets ex-

1 ng from France through
tv™the southern Balkans.
Prior to his entry into the
army he was emploved by the
Douglas Aircraft Co. in Tulsa.

Liberators in combat instead
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Tough Go

The “’i‘nisAmericml," last B-24

closed oday.

week., workers heard two former emploves. Staff Sgt.
21l Kiefer and Cpi. Alvin Smith. teil about Tulqamcucan
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rof working on them in the - T A
factory. I've seen many planes =z =
built in my former plant. As = = u =
a matter of fact. our squadron - f‘;: =7 = ~
got a new ship a few woeeks = T T s T2
: . o S - ] = = = -
ago named Tulsamerican. B T
. . . o= P Lt t
“The Tulsamerican is a goocd z = 2oL oz
ship. too. We're proud of her - o o
and the peonle who sent her = - Z z = _ =
- 4 . sl -
to Italy. z = = - = =z
It has been = - < 7 = =
on o a lot of T =T L=
tough missions P - R
: Vienna, z = z =72 L
Munieh., = = = . S
the roughest = = i~ = =
targoetrs in = = = Z o
Europe. <z -z T
. - - =
“Manyv of the = < Tz
r ~ ather shios L - T b
\ . who {lew with Tz
tevr on the = = -
SMITH same missions L - O
have been shot down with flak - Z <% = :
T . -~ ~ = =
or enemy fighters. but tho - = - s =
Tulsamerie: LCOMS o o > - == 7
ulsamerican seems 1o bear o o N~ = -

o . " - : . =
charmed life. There's not a ™ ™~ _Z:i L= = -
. . . . - = 7 = =
flak hole in her.” T = X =7 - .= -

- \ 0 L - . —
Kiefer worked in the Ma- = RS-l .
chine Shop. s hd = .z
-
Tulsamerican was the last -y L
. Ty -~ T
B-24 built here and was pur- I -
” o~ -~
chased through bonds bhought e N
by emploves.
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No. 20
10-23-L) Munich, Ger,
Ship 2 8 Hr, 30 Min.

No. 21
11-1-b} Vienna, Austria
Ship 23 7 Hr., 50 Min.

No. 22 M/Y
tie] 11-U-LL Augsburg, Ger.

Y
10-7h)y Vienna, Austris
ship 23 8 hrs,
&' ’
ok, W

No.17 M/Y’
10-10-L} Veneto, Italy
Ship 23 6 Hr, S Min,

s T 22
H ' No, 1 -1 Munich, Ger,
| om ' ers ! az' 10~12.4) Store Depot Ship 23 7 Hr, 1,.5 Min,

. Evacuation® Fields‘ Suip 23°C e, Ba, o, 25

MAAF HEADQUAR‘I‘ERS, Sept.
24—Airfields from which Germans
yhave been evacuating troops from
- southern Greece took a battering §

11.18-4); Airdrome
Villafranca, Italy

today when medium forces of 15th | 3T by
AAF Liberators, escorted by Mus- &

tangs, bombed airdromes in the Sa- B No. 26
lonika area, according to an officlal 11-20 -«’-lh
communiqque, f?f/j ers, (3 7¢e

!

Railroad yards at Salonika and
subpens and harbor installations at
-Skaramanga, on the south coast,’
‘were also attacked. No enemy
fighters were encountered. Ac- |
icompanying Lightnings carried out §
‘a strafing attack over the area.

Fortresses tackled installations
In" the "Sudetenland” section of
Crzechoslovakia 45 miles south of
. Dresden, Genmnany, and rall yards
‘at Wels on the main Linz-to-Salz- {
‘burg line in Austia. '

Ship 2 9 Hrs,




aircraft éncountered ne -
Brno, Caechosiovakig, Tih of

Bomber gur:ners accounted for

any - sizgable aerial Opposition to]
In all operations... |
and north.

were
5 number ncluded 21

———— e

1;#’! AAF Escort Meels

Widd e r

an - tar.
than 100 enemy

“4—Airfields from which Germans

sf “Nazis In~ Month

T

MAap HEADQUARTERs, Dec.
17 — Escorting Lightnings ang
Mustangs of the 15th AAp today
encountered gver Sllesta the firgy
formation of énemy interceptors in
more than g month, according to
today’'s communique,

The number of Nazi attackers
and subsequent encounters wag
not definitely known, but early

the Blechhammer synthetic oo
plants by instrument,

Oll planty a¢ gderm, near
Blechhammer, and way yards
at E:dl?burg. Austria, were also

bom

azi
Evacuation™ Fields|s

MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Sept. i

rs Hi

1ave been evacuating troops from .-

southern Greece took g battering’ﬂ,

today when medium forces of 15th _ . .k 4

AAF Liberators, escorted by Mus-l
-angs, bombed airdromes in the Sa-
lonika area, according to an official
communigque. 74 e s, Greded
Railroad yards at Salonika and!
subpens and harbor installationg at’
Skaramanga, on the south coast, .
were also attacked. No enemy
fighters were encountered. Ac-
companying Lightnings earried out !
a strafing attack over the area. }
Fortresses tackled installations:
in the ”Sudetenland” section of!
Czechoslovakia 45 miles south of|
Dresden, Germany, and rail yards
at Wels on the main Linz-to-Salz-
burg line in Austria. !




