PIONEERS NOW AND THEN—Above, left, is an artist's concept of the Boeing 733, proposed as the U.S. supersonic transport

(SST) which will make the 3.600-mile New York-Paris flight in two hours, quite a contrast to the Spirit of St. Louis, above, right,

Ryan monoplane in which Charles A. Lindbergh flew from New York to Paris in 331/, hours 40 years ago this month. The

picture here is shown with Lindbergh at the controls on a test flight over San Diego earlier in May 1927. The daring young

aviators of the 1920s set many records, but Lindberah was the first o fly from New York to Paris solo nonstop. Perhaps

equally important with the new record was the fact that he focused world attention on the skies and flying's possibilities. At
the right, Lindbergh, in nonflying dress, stands beside his plane shortly before his lonely flight.

Lindbergh's Heritage

By RALPH DIGHTON
Associated Press Writer

The radio barks out a bulletin:

“A tiny rocket ship shot into space today
on history’s first solo flight to the moon.
The craft, so overloaded with fuel it had
trouble getting off, carries no radio and
there has been no direct word from the
pilot on his progress.”

Sound fantastic?

Perhaps—but it was only 40 years ago
that the world was electrified by a feat
then as daring as a maverick moon shet
would be today.

On the morning of May 20, 1927, Charles
A. Lindbergh headed out over the Atlantic
in a fragile monoplane sluggish with extra
gasoline. He landed 332 hours later in
Paris, the first man to make a mnonsfop
solo transatlantic flight.

Lindbergh became a national hero over-

strated the tremendous potential of avia-
tion, great changes came about.

Landing gear were retracted to lessen
wind resistance. Engines no longer carried
the weight of liquids to cool them; they
utilized the cold air through which they
flew. Improved fuels and design increased
the engines’ power, and they couid haul the
weight of metal skins needed for better
streamlining.

By the early 1930s the airplane had
evolved into a fairly safe, reasonably eco-
nomical vehicle, and it began to move
people and goods in quantity. The Boeing
947 in 1933 and the Douglas DC series, start-
ing in 1934, made flight a comfortable mode
of travel for the first time. With sound-
proofed cabins against the roar of twin en-
gines, they opened a new era of trans-
portation.
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Th> end of the war disruptcd aviation
industries for a time, but soon they were
busy again. Boeing built the swept-wing,
eight-jet B52 bomber, then the KC135, an
acrial tanker to refuel small craft in flight
and give them ocean-spanning range.

Four-jet passenger liners, mainly the Boe-
ing 707 and the Douglas DC8, brought un-
precedented comfort and speed to the ci-
vilian world of flying. Now the continents
were only hours apart.

Aircraft production spurted, and by 1957
was the largest single manufacturing effort
in the United States, employing more than
900,000 people. Besides the jets, military
and civilian, there were now the helicopters.
First used in the Korean War, they came
of full military age in Vietnam, where
thousands are in use as gunshops, troop
transports, rescue ships. In civilian dress
they were finding a hundred uses in trans-
gt Lkt Ao nacarin




the limelight through his own wishes, his
name ranks among the greats of manned
flight.

From this vantage point in time it is
apparent that “Lucky Lindy” did more
than set a distance mark—records were fall-
ing fast in those days. His true distinction
lies in the fact that he turned the world’s
eyes to the skies more than any man be-
fore him.

From Lindbergh's adventure sprang a
public enthusiasm for flight that has led to
ever greater projects, culminating today in
a vast undertaking to vault men to the
moon.

Now, little more than half a life span
later, transatlantic flight is routine. Lind-
berg’s 122-mile-an-hour speed has been quin-
tupled by 150-passenger jet liners, and just
ahead are supersonic transports that will
cover in two hours the 3,600-mile route that
took him a day and a half.

A prototype of these SSTs, the huge
XB70A bomber, has already pioneered their
2,000 m.p.h. crusing speeds. Rocket planes
from the X1 to the XI5 have gradually
pushed atmospheric flight to more than
4,200 m.p.h.—six times the velocity of sound.

BEYOND THE ATMOSPHERE, IN
cramped one- and two-man capsules, U.S,
astronauts have racked up more than 2,000
man-hours whirling around the earth at
nearly 18,000 m.p.h. They are practicing
for three-day jaunts across the quarter-
million miles to the moon.

In 40 years man has progressed to a point
where hopping from continent to continent
is tame; now he is ready to leap the void
between celestial bodies. The fransition
wasn’t easy.

Step by slow step, man had to forge a
whole new science. Lindbergh’s Spirit of
St. Louis, although far advanced beyond the
box-kite contraptions in which he learned
to fly, was still only a wood-and-metal skele-
ton covered with fabric. Then, as he and
other daredevils of the late 1920s demon-

propeller planes appeared, enabling regular
transocean flights. You could fly around
the world in four days in a business suit,
looking only a little rumpled when you
got home.

When World War 11 erupted, both ecivil
and military aviation went global. Britain
staggered under the first assaults of German
bombers, recovered and, with the help of
U.S. air power, launched a round-the-clock
battering of Hitler’s industrial centers. B17
Flying Fortresses and B24 Liberators and
British Lancasters fought through flak and
enemy fighters with enough bombs to level
whole cities.

In the Pacific, Japanese bombers all but
wiped out the U.S. battleship fleet at Pear]
Harbor. But they missed the U.S. aircraft
carriers, and the carriers spearheaded the
American drive across the Pacific to Japan.
B29 bombers, flying from bases in the
Marianas, destroyed Japan’s cities. Then in
one week in August 1945 Hiroshima and
Nagasaki nearly perished in the birth of
the atomic age. Those atom bombs were
delivered by four-engine, propeller-driven
B29s.

Halfway around the world, German and
British designers were developing vehicles
that would give atomic might incredible
speed and range: jet engines and rockets.

The first jet-powered plane was the Ger-
man Heinkel HEI178, flown Aug. 27, 1939,
In May 1941 the British flew their first
Gloster jet. The first U.S. jet, a Bell XP59A,
flew Oct. 1, 1942, at Edward Air Force
Base, Calif.

By the end of the war the Germans had
1,300 ME262 twin-jet fighters, but they came
too late to affect the outcome, Also too
late were Germany’'s V1 buzzbomb, an un-
manned jet plane with a 2,000-pound war-
head which appeared in 1944, and the V2
ballistic rocket, which a year later began
vaulting 60 miles into the air and striking
targets 200 miles away. These were the
forerunners of nuclear-armed intercontinental
missiles,

With civilian jets, the number of pas-
sengers soared. From a mere 6,000 a year
in Lindbergh’s day, the total zoomed to 100
million in 1966, in the United States alone.

Meantime, a purely research craft, the
rocket-driven X15, explored the problems of
flight at 4,200 m.p.h. and 350,000 feet above
the fringes of the atmosphere and more
than halfway to orbital heights.

On the Edwards AFB dry lake bed in
California, even stranger craft are being
tested. Wingless half-bullet shapes, called
lifting bodies, are being readied to conquer
the problem of maneuverability in returning
from space. These vehicles, called the M2F2
and the HLI10, are forerunners of space
ferries that someday will be able to land
at any point on earth from any point in
orbit. Current versions are gliders but
future models will have jets to enable them
to change course on the way down.

BUT IT’S NOT ALL CLEAR SAILING IN
the air age. Forty years after Lindbergh
the problems include crowded airways,
crowded airports and noise, Today's multi-
million-dollar airports are a far cry from
the days of the cow pasture landings, but
in the skies above them 80 planes may be
stacked up waiting to land, And in the tower,
harried controllers try to get them all down
safely, and don’t always succeed.

Lindbergh’s own role in aviation over the
past four decades is hazy—he granted few
interviews in 20 years. It is known, how-
ever, that the onetime parachutist and stunt
flier has played a significant part,

Two years after his historic flight he
joined Pan American World Airways as a
consultant, pioneering in the early air routes
to Europe and the Orient, Early in World
War II he improved the range of the twin-
boomed P38 fighter by flying it the way
he pushed his Ryan monoplane across the
Atlantic—increasing the blade angle io give
the propellers more bite and reducing engine
r.p.m. to lower fuel consumption. The Air

Force credited him with boosting the range
from 1,500 to 2,000 miles.
Although a civilian, he flew more than

500 combat missions in the Pacific, twice
shooting down Japanese planes in dogfights.

As consultant to Pan American—he cur-
rently is on the board of directors—Lind-
bergh has had a voice in selecting almost
every one of the 30-odd types of craft Pan
Am has purchased.

There is evidence that Lindberg’s influence
has also extended to rockets and missiles.
As a consultant to the Guggenheim Fund
for the Promotion of Aeronautics, he is
credited with a major part in the fund’s
support of the pioneer rocket expert, Robert
H. Goddard. And, as a consultant to the
Air Force—he holds a general’s commission
—he was on the committee that approved
the first American intercontinental missile,
the Atlas, which later was the booster for
Mercury astronaut flights.

For those and other yet-untold services,
two nations are preparing to honor this liv-
ing legend, now 65 and semi-retired.

At the instigation of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce, a replica of the ““Spirit
of St. Louis,” will take part in the 1967
Paris air show.

Transported by cargo plane to an airport
near Paris, the replica, flown by movie
stunt flier Frank Tallman, will take to the
air May 21, circle the Eiffel Tower and land
at LeBourget Airfield just as the original
did in 1927,
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~ NY Times Service (c) Paris swirled out over the ci- take-off time (his hope and in every possible way, for they

In Paris at 10:22 p.m. on vilized world. Banner head- that of his rivals to fly the will be among the first to feel !
ay 21, 1927, Charles Au- lines heralded the event, and Atlantic had excited wide new- its consequences. Tolerance is
gustus Lindbergh, a one-time such a staid paper as the New spaper coverage), Lindbergh 2 virtue that depends upon
ceéntral Minnesota farm boy, York Times carried the news had not calculated the re-  peace and strength. A few far-
became an international celeb- of the Paris landing in three sponse to his achievement, the sighted Jewish people realize
rity. A fame enveloped the 25-  lines of large type eight col- degree to which he would be this and stand opposed to in-
ear-old American that was to umns wide. Medals galore lionized or the extent to which  tervention. But the majority
ast him for the remainder of ~were bestowed on Lindbergh. ~ he would be regarded as pub-  still do not. Their greatest
his life, transforming him in & He was gushed over, adu- lic property, expecially by re-  danger to their country lies in
frenzied instant from an lated, worshiped, feted in porters and photographers, their large ownership and in-
obscure aviator into a histori- France, Belgium and Britain. who he came quickly to detest.  fluence in our motion pictures,
cal figure. _ President Calvin Coolidge sent Overwhelmed, without pre- —our press, our radio and our £

The consequences of this the Cruiser Memphis, flagship ~cedents to guide him, pressed government.”
fame were to exhilarate him, of the United States European by dizzying demands on his The speech evoked a nation-
to_ involve him In profound fleet, to bring him and the time, Lindbergh was happy to  wide outery- Lindbergh, it was
grief, to engage him In fierce  Spirit of St. Louis back to the accept an invitation from  said, had not only impugned
controversy, to turn him into United States. And already a Harry Guggenheim, a vVery the patriotism  of American -
an embittered fugitive from captain in the United States rich and very conservative fi-  Jews, put also had used the &
the public, to accentuate his Officers Reserve Corps, Lind- nancier ‘who was connected word “race” a word many
individualism to the point bergh was jumped fo a full with the Daniel Guggenheim  Jews considered both pejora-
where he became 2 loner, to colonel. Fund for the promotion of tive and inaccurate. Lindbergh
give him a sepcial sense of his  As the cruiser steamed up aeronautics, o escape for a pever withdrew his remarks,
Swn importance, to allow him.  cpesapeake Bay, it was met dhile to his Long Island es- which he considered state-

to play an enormous role in  py four destroyers two Arm tate. ments of “obvi fact.”
the growth of commercial avi- M et o ’ i vious fact.
R e well as to be a figure plimps and 40 airplanes from Saved From Wolves The violence of the Teac-

in missi the Army, Navy and Marine — The invitation was at the tion to my naming these

iggf,“ ‘fﬁ’lgivinﬁiﬁp?ﬁﬁuéﬁﬁe ?n Corps. Debarking at Washing- suggestion of Dwight Morrow, groups was significant and ex- 1

military affairs, and to raise a ton in a civilian's blue serge the Morgan banker, who told tremely interesting,” he said ¢
iomificant voi & F " suit, Lindbergh was glorified Guggenheim “Harry, almost 25 years later. “In hindsight,

?gm e to}f f onserl\(r:d by the President, who said the everyone in the country is 1 would not change my ac-

ﬁpn, 13 Clsicons” SnEyEpn transalantic flight was “the after this young fellow, trying tion.”

o L 7 same story of valor and vic-  to exploit him. Isn't there so-

Paris Landing tory by a son of the people mething you and the fund can LINDBERGH’S unmalicious
All th things were that shines through every do, to save him from the obtuseness about the Jews was
s ing page of American history.” wolves?” matched by an adamantine

- touched off when a former ; : '
stunt flier and air mail pilot The panoplied Washington At Falaise, the Guggenheim :tubbor{}hness i :hﬁher mat- ¢
touched down the wheels of his reception, which was topped castle, which was perhaps the tg.rs. sets%imo'ge s nfsome-
small and delicate monoplane, by _an,awgrd—the first in the most opulent private home he 11‘;1‘65 c&. T htm an uniavor- &
the Spirit of St. Louis, on the nation’s history—of the Distin-  had stayed in, the aviator was able public light. '
tarmac of Le Bourget 33% S ed Flying Cross, was fol- able to catch his breath for One example of his un- £
hours after having lifted the owed by an even noiser out three weeks and rewrite the Willingness to concede he §
craft off Roosevelt Field in uring in New York, where %host—written manuseript that might have acted unwisely in- £
New York. our million people spilled into  became the book “We.” He volved the Service Cross of the £
Thousands—no one knows the streets. alsod retained Henry Br%clii G :d r ;nﬂa:nt Eagle, adggnﬁpn ‘
how many—tram led through ! inridge, a conservative Wall meda at was awar him §
fences ang over g%ards to S\;gr- _ONCE HI%l'conceu_fed the no- Street lawyer, to help handle 1938 by Herman Goering,
round the silvery plane and to tion of the flight, with charac-  hijs affairs. the Nazi leader, “at the direc-
acclaim, in a wild outburst of teristic energy, he began to tion” of Hitler. The presenta-
Smotion, the first man to fly elaborate the details. He  AFTER LINDBERGH made tion, a surprise to Lindbergh,
the Aflantic nonstop from the helped design the plane to his  his good-will flights around the was made at a stag dinner in
United States to Europe—a specifications, calculating country and to Latin America the home of the American am-
feat that was equivalent in every ounce that went into it. in the Spirit of St. Louis, his  bassador to Berlin and was, he
the public mind then to the %—Ie faid out his route. Every friends saw to it that he got a  was told, in recognition of his
first human step on the moon oreseeable circumstance Was job in keeping with his inferest  services to aviation, especially

4 years later. Icarus had at chgcked :utin denitions § in g‘t/iiation and his sta(xltu_s. The his 1927 flight.

daring man ne of the attractions fOF osition was as an adviser In ‘ s
last succeeded, 2 Colle nat- the Paris ght bas o $95.000 both Pan American World Air- The Albatross ,
tainable. prize for which there were se- Wways and the predecessor of The award was reported

veral competitors. Among Trans World Airlines in laying briefly in the newspapers and

. WHAT ENHANCED the feat them Clarence Chamberlain out transatlantic, transcon- stirred little criticism. How
for many was that Lindbergh and Adm. Richard Byrd. Lind- tinental and Caribbean air ever, the night of the award
was a tall, handsome bachelor  bergh, thou h was - confident routes for the commercial avi-  Mrs. Lindberg told her hus-
with a becoming smile, an er- he could be first and success- ation that his Paris flight had band that it was “the alba-
rant lock of blond hair over ful. He was motivated, he told done so much to popularize. tross,” and she urged him fo
his forehead and a pleasing this writer in later years, bya  The conservative views return it. Lindbergh took the
outward modesty and guile- desire to improve his standing Lindbergh later articulated, position then and later that to
Jessness. He was the flawless as a pilot as well as by an  the remarks about Jews that - do so would affront the ambas-
Le Cid, the gleaming Galahad, eagerness to win the prize. proved so startling when he sador and Goering, as well,
Trank Merriwell in the flesh. And although there was was opposing American entry ~who was technically his host

n. . Ana altlet L o8 ere  into World War II, his poor in Germany.
-~ ‘e At he never wore the

TY 2 aon
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his son, it positively poured !
down on him with the arrest |
and trial of Bruno Richard it
Hauptmann, a Bronx carpe -
ter, in 1934. The trial, Wi i 1e
Lindbergh attended daily, was I
reported with diligence and is
sensationalism. Lindbergh rg:
ceived up to 100,000 letters-a ly
week, and the Hepewell Bsi W |
tate, which he had long since 9=
left, was overrun with curios-
ity seekers, one of whom dug —
up and lugged off the earth
where the baby was found
buried.

After a six-week trial, in
which a web of circumstantial
evidence was woven about
Hauptmann, he was found
guilty and executed. Although
there were doubts (Hau
mann, the German-born father
of a son about the age of Lind-
bergh’s son, denied he was
guilty), Lindbergh was sa-

BEFORE TAKEOFF—Charles A. Lindbergh  successful Paris flight. ‘The final takeoff was in tﬁfi%mtg?} “Hauptmann did

axis the "Spirit of St. Louis" into the wind for  the early morning hours before a crowwd not ; '
final test flight before the takeoff of his  much larger than this. (AP Wirephotos) thyegigﬁgltfdﬁggriigggeerggﬁ
second son, Jon, and the fam-
ily was living an abnormal e%-
istence. Lindbergh was telling
friends that Americans exhi-
bited “a morbid curiosity” over
crimes and murder trials”
and lacked “respect for law,
or the rights of others.”
Against this background, Lind-
bergh took his family to Eng-
land to seek a safe, secluded
residence away from “the tre-
mendous public hysteria” that
surrounded him in the United
States. #

ONE RESULT of the case
was passage of the so-called
Lindbergh Law, which made
kidnapping a federal crime.
Part of the statute was ruled
unconstitutional in 1967.

During World War II the
flier had at least one very
close brush with death in a
dogfight near Biak Island. He
described this and other epi-
sodes in “The Wartime Jour-
nals,” and they constitute the,
best writing in the book.

2 ‘Quiet Years’

; or more than 15 years
plane by another ship. Note  after the war Lindbergh vir-
d trees below. tually disappeared from the
news. He was a member of
Army Ordnance’s ClleRE pro-
ject at the University of Chi-
cago; he was consultant to the
Secretary of the Air Force; ‘he
took art in the reorganization
of the Strategic Air Com-
—ond- and he was a member

spotted in his
power lines an

—A few minute from Roosevelt

s Mstoric flight, Lindbergh was




VILLIONS HAIL

Lfamed aviator was

t of Lindbergh. The tickert
7. (AP Wirephoto)

Eﬂmm 9Uj} UI UBW [njIom 9AB [[IM A1junod smyy pessed

oy} sem oge sysom
2 Jsnl wewr Surpunos
ey} - ‘mouy  nog, .
HEH
DB proj 1 dn Suny
,, ‘PIES 3y ., ‘Ssaupes jo
M 9u0} (s,UOXIN) STH,,
"URYeys wiy
) 3} pIes [[epueyAnyy

LINDY—Charles A.
sheaded (above) as he rides
past crowds (below) estim
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Lindbergh is shown
through New York in an open
ated to number four million.
accompanied in the car by New York

Prevaient among nis 1rienas,
which he absgrbed over the
years. An engineer and avia-

tor of genius, he was, how-

Louis, along with other
awards and trophies), it be-
came an issue when he op-

ever, not an intellectual, nor a I';Oes:f A};nelrégan ‘3’;’;] m‘;‘;’g’ £
consistent reader, nor a social thine to hi ,ba' gall ed er
analyst. He subconsciously things, to his cing ¢ |
took on the philosophic color- Fascist Sympathiser, par-
ation of his predominantly ticularly When he declined a
white, Anglo-Saxon, Pro- Suggestion in 1942 to repudiate

testant, elitist milen.

Leadership Advocate

The assumption of this eli-
tism accounted for his convie-
tion that ‘““America should
lead the world in the develop-
ment of flight,” that “a con-
flict between English and Ger-

it; and the meda] plagued his
;‘_t;putation for the rest of his
ife.

He disdained the criticism,
however, saying:

“Personally, T am not at all
concerned about any damage
that may have heen done to
my reputation by the presen-
tation of the medal.

man groups of nations would
(be) a fratricidal war,” that . “ur pgpy the throwing back
tace Was a valid judgment the medal was like taking

concept and that to ac-

complish an objective one

part in a child’s spitting con-
test. If T must fight, T'Il fight;

should deal with “the top peo- but T :

” prefer not to spit at my
ple.” 1t also accounted for
what many people thought ENeMY beforehand. Also, T felt

was his anti-semitism.

Lindbergh did not regard
himself as an anti-semite, In-
deed, he was shocked a couple
of years ago when this writer
put the question to him
bluntly. “Good God, no,” he
responded, citing his fondness
for Jews he had known or
dealt with. Nor did he condone
the Nazi treatment of German
Jews, much less Hitler’s geno-
cidal policies. On the other
hand, he accepted as fact that

erican Jewish groups were
among those promoting United
States involvement in World
War II.

HE VOICED these views in
a speech in Des Moines, Sept.
11, 1943. After asserting those
groups responsible for seeking

erican “entanglement in
European affairs” were ‘“‘the
British, the Jewish and the
Roosevelt administration,” he
went on to say:

“It is not difficult to under-
stand why Jewish people de-
sire the overthrow of Nazi
Germany. The persecution
they suffered in Germany
would be sufficient to make
bitter enemies of any race. No
person with a sense of the dig-
nity of mankind can condone
the persecution the Jewish
race suffered in Germany.

“But no person of honesty
and vision can look on their
Pro-war policy here today
without seeing the dangers in-
volved in such a policy, but
for us and for them.

“Instead of agitating for
war, the Jewish groups in this

N Am ™ on

Goering had given me the
medal with good intent and in
friendship. Regardless of how
much I disagreed with him
about other things, or later on
I did not want to throw it back
in his face.”

Born in Detroit

Lindbergh’s life, like his
personality, was full of sha-
dows and enigmas. Born Feb.
4, 1902, in Detroit, he was the
son of C. A. Lindbergh, a pro-
Sperous Little Falls, Minn.,
lawyer and land speculator,
and his second wife, Evange-
line Lodge Land. The elder
Lindbergh’s = first wife had
died, leaving him two daugh-
ters. Charles Augustus Lind-
bergh Jr., was born in Detroit
because his mother’s uncle
was a physician there. He was
returned to Little Falls six
weeks later and lived in that
small town, the center of a
farming and timbering com-
munity, with few interruptions
until he was 18.

His paternal antecedents
were Swedes, who changed
their name from Mansons to
Lindbergh when they emi-
grated from Sweden. They had
a history of independence and
vigor. The Lands, of Irish and
English background, arrived
in the United States shortly
after 1812. Lindbergh’s mater-
nal grandfather was C. H.
Land, a dentist and inventor.
Both Dr. Land and C. A. Lind-
bergh were strong advocates
of free inquiry and individual
initiative, and” hoth impressed
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ARRIVAL IN PARIS — Officials form a
ence to contain the crowd at the Paris air-

Louis."

bort after Lindbergh's landmark arrival in

Washington, his first venture
nto a metropolis, and disliked
t. About that time, his mother
mnd father ceased living to-
sether, although for appear-
ince’s sake there was no legal
jeparation and both parents
ook care to give the child a
jense of security.

| Apart from saying that the
leparation was “a tragic si-
uation” for his parents, Lind-
jergh shut his lips about the
ituation and shied from talk-
ng about the psychic hurts
hat he bore. He was equally
aciturn on other personal
natters.

The future aviator’s interest
1 flying was sparked in, 1908
r 1909, when, one day, he
eard a buzzing in the sky and
limbed out of a dormer win-
ow onto the roof of his home
» witness a frail biplane skim-
1ing through the clouds.

Studied Engineering

In World War I, Lindbergh
perated the family farm,
saving it in the fall of 1920 to
udy engineering at the Uni-
ersity of Wisconsin. His
rades were poor and he left
fter a year and a half, but
ot before Iearning how to
100t quarters out of the out-
iretched fingers of his friends
t 50 feet with a rifle.

From Wisconsin, he motor-
jcled to the Nebraska Air-
aft Corporation in Lincoln,
hich was then producing an
rplane and giving flying les-
ns to promote the product.
[ can still smell the odor of
pe (cellulose acetate or ni-
ate) that permeated each
ieath,” he said years later in
calling his first close-up
ew of an aircraft.

LINDBERGH took his first
flght April 9, 1922. In succeed-
ing months he learned to fly,
towing-walk and to parachute.
Of equal importance, he ab-
sorbed all there was to know
about the planes of that dey
and the various styles of fly-
ing. And he made friends with
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fliers who passed through Lin-
coln and with Harlan A. (Bud)
Gurney, with whom, among
others, he barnstormed over
the Midwest. Called Slim by
his friends because of his
lithe, gangling body and 6-foot-
2%-inch height, Lindbergh was
billed to the public as “‘Dare-
devil” Lindbergh for his stunt
feats.

First Plane

However, he did not solo
until April 1923, when he pur-
chased his first plane, a Jeny,
in Georgia. Shortly afterward
he began to earn his living as
a flier by taking up passen-
gers in various towns at $5 a
ride. It was all seat-of-the-
pants flying and Lindbergh
gloried in it; but he gave it up
to enlist in the Army in March
1924, so he could attend the

_ Army flying school at Brooks

Field, San Antonio. For the
first time, he found some joy
in textbooks and classes.
Indeed, he was graduated as
the top man in his class, and
was commissioned a second
lieutenant in the Army Air
Service Reserve in March
1925. He was by this time an
accomplished flier. He spent
some time as an air circus
stunt flier at county fairs and
the like before being hired by
the Robertson Aircraft Co. of

St. Louis as the chief pilot on-

the mail run to Chicago. He
made the first run in April
1926. It was the only paycheck
job in the normal sense of the

. word that he ever held.

In many ways, Lindbergh’s
life was a series of responses
to imperatives. When he be-
came convinced that he

“ought” to do something — he
ought to oppose entry into
World War II, he ought to
speak out for conservation —
he reacted with vigor and dis-
patch. And virtually immedi-
ately he began to plan the de-
tails of the trip — getting fi-
nancial backing, getting a spe-
cially designed plane, map-

ping the route, eliminating
any chance of failure.
ULTIMATELY, he per-

suaded a group of St. Louis
businessmen to put up $15,000,
which was one reason why the
plane was called the Spirit of
St. Louis. After many wrack-
ing incidents, the Ryan Co.,
with Lindbergh’s help, de-
signed and built a craft tai-
lored for him and the Wright
Co bhuilt an engine of 223

1927. In the background is the "Spirit of St.

For several years after the
Paris flight, Lindbergh lived
in the glare of publicity and
popping ¢ am e r a flashbulbs.
The public would not let him
alone. “I recall stepping out of
a building on Wall Street, and
having almost everyone on the
street turn and follow me,” he

said. He was regarded as a -

sort of oracle, and his opinion
was solicited on every con-
ceivable subject.

He was, moreover, linked
falsely in the press, with a
number of girls. His interest,
however, was in Anne Spencer
Morrow, the beautiful blue-
eyed daughter of Dwight Mor-
row, then ambassador to Mex-
ico. The couple met in Mexico
City at Christmastime in 1927,
when Miss Morrow, then a
Smith student, went there for
the holidays. They were mar-
ried in a private ceremony in
the Morrow home in New Jer-
sey cn May 27, 1929.

The marriage was a union of
opposites. Sensitive, retiring, a
poet, Mrs. Lindbergh wanted
nothing so much as a life of
peace and quiet. Seldom cod-
dling her, her hushand proved
hyperactive, happy as a
nomad who was rarely at
home for long periods. Yet de-
spite some moments of ten-
sion, the marriage was an en-
during and affectionate one.

Kidnaping

THEIR FIRST child,
Charles Augustus III, was born
June 24, 1930. Twenty months
later, when Mrs. Lindbergh
was pregnant with her second
child, the baby was kidnapped
from his nursery crib in his
parents’ home in Hopewell,
N.J. The date was March 1,
1932. On May 12 the baby’s
body was found in a shallow
grave not far from the house.

In between, there was a bi-
zarre hunt for the child that
included payment of a $50,000
ransom at a cemetery in the
Bronx and a cast of charac-
ters that ranged from Dr.
John F. (Jafsie) Condon, a
school principal, to Gaston B.
Means, a swindler. There
were false leads and sensa-
tions galore, through all of
which Lindbergh bore himself
with great public stoicism.

His private emotions were
never disclosed, and about the
only references that he made
in later years to the kidnap-
ping and murder were fleeting
mentions of “‘that New Jersey
business.”

In 1954, he was COIMIMUSSIONCLE
a brigadier general in the Alr.,
Force Reserve. -
In Africa, in 1964, he found
an interest that was to occupy
his last years and to bring m
out of his public reficence and.
reclusiveness. The issue was
conservation. -

“LYING UNDER an acacia
tree with the sounds of the
dawn around me,” he re-
called, “I realized more
clearly the facts that man
should never overlook; that
the construction of an air-
plane, for instance, is sim 1
.when compared to the evolu-
tionary achievement of a bird}
that airplanes depend on an
advanced civilization, and that
where civilization is most ad-
vanced few birds exist. And I.
realized that if I had fo;
choose, I would rather have:
birds than airplanes.”

He concluded, “I ought to do
something.” ia

That imperative, which un-.
folded slowly, led him to activ-;
ity in conservation organiza--
tions, to having a large hand.
in saving the humpback and-
the blue whales, to concern for
endangered species and to
public  advocacy of steps to
save the world’s environment: -

Lindbergh said that he had
unveiled himself because he
thought the cause of conserva-
tion so urgent. “I have had
enough publicity for 15 lives,”
he said, “and I seek no more
of it, but where I can ac-
complish a purpose I will do
things I otherwise abhor.” -

This was, perhaps, the ul-
timate enigma of his life; for
beneath his outer coating was
a man who kept more to him-
self (and perhaps to his wifé)-
than he ever gave to the pub-

lic.

Lindbergh had six children:
Charles, who was killed; Jon,
Land, Anne, Scott and Reeve,
all of whose middle names-
were Morrow. He also had 10
grandchildren.
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THE LONE EAGLE HEADS HOME.


















