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U.S. Air Force Fact Sheet
COL. JOSEPI.I LAUGHI.IN

Col. Joseph Laughlin excelled both as a
fighter-bomber pilot and as a commander,
lg-a!!ng the 362nd Fighter Group frorn August
1944 untilthe end of the war. Afthough the
hazardous nature of their missions caused
heavy losses -- it was nicknamed the "362nd
S-uicide Qutfit" * they provided timely and
effective support for patton,s 3rd Aniry.
Laughlin's combat leadership and genuine
concern for the welfare of his men helped
keep up morale in such difficult
circumstances.

Laughlin's service with the 362nd was filled with notable events. He scored the group,s firstaerial victory when he shot down a BU09 in February 1gaa. ln August 1944, La-ughiin wascredited.with ljnking a German tight-miGr in Bresilirrnor i*nd the 362nd received aDistinguished Unit citation fortheir efforts there). ln octobei lg4+, the 362nd was tasked with acritically important mission to bomb the sluice gite at the Dieuze Dam on the seille River.
leg.dinO the group, Laughlin dropped his bombs closest to the targei. Afterwards, Lt. Gen.Patton personally called to gxtend his congratulations on the successtul mission. The 362ndreceived a second Distinguished unit citation in March 194s.

Afier th.e war, Laughlin held sereral high-lerrel staff positions until he retired afier 30 years ofdecorated service.

Click here to return to the Air power Gallery.
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