Lt. Col. William Pogue

Space Dream of Okemah

STILLWATER — Skylab
astronaut Bill Pogue of
Okemah once told a favor-
ite professor at Oklahoma
State University that he
wanted to be the first man
on the moon.

"Bill Pogue had such a
sense of direction and pur-
pose,' recalls Dr. Jeanne
Agnew, who served as his
major adviser when Pogue
was pursuing a master's in
mathematics at OSU in

960.
"Resides that," she says,

""he was persistent, but not
without showing considera-
tion for others. For in-
stance, his work was ex-
tremely neat and legible.
What a joy it was to grade
his papers."
Takes Off Nov. 15

Through the Oklahoman's
"first on the moon'' dream
was pre-empted by Neil
Armstrong, Pogue's chance
to work in space is at
hand. He and fellow rookie
astronauts Gerald Carr
and Ed Gibson will be on

the next Skylab mission.
Lift-off — originally set for
Nov. 10 — is presently
scheduled for Nov. 15, fol-

lowing the repair of a
booster rocket's fins.
Scheduled to last 56

days, the mission could
run as long as 90 days,
which would erase the
man-in-space record of
561, days, according to
OSU's Dr. Ken Wiggins,
national director of the
OSU-NASA Space Science
Education Project.

Meanwhile, M
says Pogue's K1
may be exempl
letter he wrote t
time ago. It ac
a gift of Beta
fire-proofing tk
space suits.

"A small toke
ciation for the 1
ceived in your
classes," Pogt
said. "It was I
for a beat-up I
to learn. I ha
been grateful foc







