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James Fortin, curator/conservateur of the Greater Sudbury Heritage Museum examines a 1948 wind-up toy car recently acquired by the museum.

txploring Sudbury’s past

Public outery
kept Sudbury’s
many museums
operating

BY LARA BRADLEY
The Sudbury Star

____As curator James Fortin

finishes his interview with
veteran NHL referee Dave
Newell, he prepares to meet
with a prospective sponsor.

He’s hoping Bell will pay
part of the bill to bring a
massive Hockey Hall of
Fame exhibit to Sudbury,
June 2-5. Newell will be one
of many speakers at the
event.

It’s been a busy week for
the curator of the City of
Greater Sudbury’s museum
sites.

In between preparing for
the exhibit that will take up
2,000 square feet of the
McClelland Arena’s ice sur-
face, featuring 40 NHL play-
ers with a connection to
Sudbury, and curating a sec-
ondary exhibit at the Cop-
per Cliff Curling Club on
sports in general in the area
(to be held the same week-
end), he also has the annual
Heritage Fair on his mind.

At the time of this inter-
view, he was preparing for
the workshop he hosted Fri-
day at the Sudbury Regional
Histor!ca Heritage Fair about
Thomas Edison’s visit to
Sudbury in 1901.

“I know where he bought
his moccasins,” he said.
“He wrote a four-page letter
to his wife on his visit
here.”

It’s all part of Fortin’s phi-
losophy on museums.
Museums should not be
warehouses for the past but
rather play an active role in
the community.

“We’re active. We're

-alive. If we cannot be rele-

vant and useful than we're
not doing our job,” he said.

His office is full of arti-
facts residents have

donated throughout the Next week: Sault Ste. Marie

winter, such as the 1914
Monell Trophy, part of sen-
ior baseball’s history in Sud-
bury.

Unfortunately, Fortin has
not been able to begin cata-
loging these treasures
because he’s been busy cre-
ating exhibits and programs
to explain the past.

What should people
expect to see while visiting
Sudbury’s museums, such as
the Anderson Farm in
Lively, one of its biggest?

“They should not expect
the Royal Ontario Museum,”
Fortin said.

“These are community
museums. We are commu-
nity-based and community-
supported. The community
has a strong emotional
attachment to them.”

Sudbury’s museums are
the guardians of its history.
The Anderson Farm not
only showcases farm life in
the Lively area at the turn of
the century, but it also

This is the second
in an ongoing series

exploring the museums of Northern Ontario.

houses the history of the
town of Creighton, a town
that no longer exists as even
its buildings have been
razed.

Rayside-Balfour’s museum
chronicles the French-Cana-
dian settlement of the outly-
ing areas, focusing on agri-
cultural history, while the
Flour Mill museum looks at
the French-Canadian urban

settlers and the role the silos !

played in the community.

Science North and
Dynamic Earth are reposito-
ries of the mining, scientific,
and geological history of the
area.

And there are many more.

Two years ago, when city
council was looking for ways
to trim the budget, it put its
four museum sites — Ander-
son, Copper Cliff, Rayside-
Balfour, and Flour Mill — on
the list. Councillors were
asked to consider shutting
all of them down. :

P

“The community stood up
and said no,” Fortin said.
The councillors said no.
There was a massive letter-
writing campaign.”

This was, of course, very
encouraging to Fortin, as
both a curator with a pas-
sion for history and the only
full-time staff member of the
four museums.

Since then, it’s been full
steam ahead for the
museum, with a steady flow
of visitors.

“We're on the verge of
developing into a high-class
museum. Not in terms of a

physical building but in

terms of exhibits and out-
reach,” he said.

Outreach is a word that
crops up frequently when
talking to Fortin. Not only
do the museum sites host
workshops on everything
from making soap to birch

‘bark masks during the sum-

mer, they put on exhibits all

winter in the city’s libraries.
Sudbury’s Museum in a

Suitcase program also visits

students in local schools.
And this summer the
Greater Sudbury Heritage
Museum will also put a
booth in the farmer’s market
at the Market Square. - :

Last year the museum
served 250 plates of blue-
berry pancakes at the Flour
berry Festival.

‘A concert series was also
held at the Flour Mill
Museum in the past, while a
theatre troupe occasionally
takes over the Anderson
Farm.

“We're building commu-
nity with the museums,”
Fortin said. “Eventually,
everything that is creative
runs through the muse-
ums.”

It is impossible to appreci-

ate what we have today —

whether it be sports, min-
ing, or the regreening of
Sudbury — without visiting
the past, said Fortin.

That’s why he is so excited
about the hockey and sports
exhibits coming in June.

“It's our opportunity to
unite all the communities to
one city, by showing our
common history,” he said.

“Sports is a good tool.
Even if we are not active in
sports, we're aware of who
plays sports ... We have a lot
of material in the archives.
This is our chance to show-
case it.”

See MUSEUMS / E3

5

- Mill site during the Blue-
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