Frederick Capreol dogge

Man who gave Capreol
its name persisted in
solving friend’s murder

TOM VILLEMAIRE
COLUMNIST

Frederick Chase Capreol had
his dodgier moments, buthe had a
quick mind and — when it counted
— instincts that would have made
Sherlock Holmes proud.

He was born June 10, 1803, in
England and arrived in Canada at
theage of 25 after receiving a com-
mercial education.

Capreol was asmooth talker, but
when talk wouldn’t do, he wasn’t
above using alcohol or exploiting
some other weakness to get a deal
done.

At one point in order to make
a land purchase, he used copious
amounts of alcohol toput the seller
in the mood. The man was a noto-
rious drunk and when he realized
whathad happened, challenged the
dealin court. The court overturned
the deal.

Butwhen Capreol heard his chil-
dren chatting about a murder and

discovered it was the murder of a.

longtime Richmond Hill friend,
Thomas Kinnear, he sprang into
action in a way that demonstrated
his amazing tenacity:

B He literally ran from his house
to the nearest police station, on
Wellington Street in Toronto,
where he was told nothing would
be done until morning. Outraged,
hereplied, “the rascals could be in
the States by then.”

B He overheard that a wagon
was seen travelling quickly from
the crime scene in Richmond Hill
towards the Toronto docks.

B Hewenttothe Torontomayor’s
home, which wasin darkness, ham-
mering on the door and demand-
ing the authority to arrest the sus-
pects. (The mayor poked his head
out the window, saying a detective
would be assigned in the morning
and closed the window.)

M He ran to the Church Street

wharf to hire a steamer, The
Transit, but the captain wanted
$100. Capreol gave him the $13 he
had and told him to warm up the
engines and he’d be back with more
money.

B He literally bumped into a
friend who refused to back “such
a harebrained scheme.”

B He ran to another friend who
lived above a store on King Street.
He hammered on the door butran
to the back of the building when
he realized his friend’s bedroom
was there. Confronted with a high
wall, he used a pen knife to chip
toe-holds, thenscaled that wall and
a second wall using a drain pipe,
finally swinging himself into the
friend’s bedroom using the strings
from window blinds. Once he con-
vinced his friend (who, unsurpris-
ingly, attacked the “intruder” and
almost shoved him back out the
window) to let him go, he left with
the money and achange of clothes.
(His had become torn and bloody
from his efforts.)

B He ran back to the boat, but
bynow thelocal constable, George
Kingsmill, was chasing Capreol
because of the commotion. As
Capreol ran to the steamer and it
pulled from the dock, Kingsmill

Frederick Capreol

jumped to the boat. Kingsmill
landed in the lake and had to be
pulled to the deck by Capreol.
Kingsmill demanded the boat
return to the dock, but Capreol
refused.

On arrival at Lewiston, New
York, on Capreol’s intuition, they
found the suspects, two employ-
ees of Kinnear, at a hotel near the
port.

The murderers confessed at
their trial.

Capreol was never compensated
for his expenses or recognized for
his efforts.

However, he did have modest
success promoting railwaysin cen-
tral and Northern Ontario, and for
that,arailjunctionbears hisname,
Capreol.
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— Tom Villemaire is a writer
based in Toronto and the Bruce
Peninsula. tom@historylab.ca
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Movies playing at SilverCity

Saturday, June 18, 2016

" FINDING DORY 3D, NOW PLAYING!

ONE OF A KIND BUS TOURS

Relax... let us do the driving

MARITIMES WONDER TOUR -

Sept 6-26,2016
See: NB, NS, NIL, PEl and QC with 6 days in Newfound

Incl: Bus, Hotels; tours; breakfasts; & more!

Cost Per Person: $3800-Double, $4950-Single,
Triple/Quad on request. Book soon!

BLUE JAYS BASEBALL -
Toronto,Aug. 27,28, 2016- 2 Games

Blue Jays vs. Minnesota Twins
$325-Single, $295 Double
$275-Triple, $260 Quad Prices Per Person

SUMMER DAY TOURS
Parry Sound Boat Cruise and lunch - Fri July 08 - $110.00
Manitoulin Island Tour with dinner - Fri Aug 5,- $105.00
Midland Tour and dinner - Fri Aug 19,- $115.00 4
Call to book or to receive more details..705-983-4347 |

50017352

Visit Azilda Plaza office
93 Notre Dame St. Azilda

705-983-4347

Great White Shark 30
D-Day: Nornandy 1944 3D

Mon- Sun: 12 pm

Mon-Fri: 1 pm, Thurs: 7 pm,

Sat-Sum: 1:15 pm &7 pm

D-Day: Normandie 1944 3D (FR) Sat-Sum: 11am

A Beautiful Planet Mon-Fri: 2 pm, Thurs-Sun: 8pm
Sat-Sun: 2:30 pm

America Wild: National

Parks Adventure 3D
Tiny Ciante 20

Mon-Fri: 3 pm, Sat-Sun: 3:45 pm
Cat.Run 10 am




