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GOUNTY SEAT
COURT NEWS

Pike Sales for Poriage
Township.

Small Farm Interest Sold at Shenff’s
Sule—New Ditch Petition for
Blanchard Township.

Common Pleas Court.
(Judge Duncan.)

'"™ Daniel Bricker v& Harry B. Brick-

er ot al. Partition. Finding for
parties. Order of partition. James
A, Ewing, R. W, McCamey and John
Blakeman appointed commissioners.

Samuel Mogle, guardian, va, Ed-
ward Zarbaugh et al. Finding for
parties. Order of partition. E. C.
Si)owman, L.J. Crawford and Ed-
ward George appointed commission-
ers.

. Petition in Error.

H. B. Bricker, plaintiff in error,
vs. the State of Ohio and the village
of McComb, defendants in error. Pe-
tition in error in the court of common
pleas to reverse a judgement of the
mayor of McComb, wherein the plain
tiff in error was fonnd guilty of a
violatidn of the Rose county local op-
tion law and fined in the sum of $100.
E. L. E. Mumma, attorney for plain-
fiff in error. Charles A. Blackford
and W. . Gooper, attorneys for the
defendants in error.

Granted Petition.

The commissioners have granted
the petition for the A. J. Bair ditch,
located in Liberty township. The
engineer’s report will be heard and

° considered Tuesday, Aug. 24.

“ois B, Diliitger vs. Martha E. Huff-

‘s

Sheriff’s Sale.
On an order issued out of the court
of common pleas in the case of Fran-

man et al, Sheriff .Johns Saturday
afternoon sold a one.ninth interest
in 120 acres of land in section 16,
Portage township for the sum of
$735.

Marringe Licenses.

Cloyd L. Rockwell, 27, Madding-
ton, O., railroader, and Pearl A. Rob-
erts, 20, Findlay-

Homer F. McDowell, 21, Toledo,
telegraph operator, and Verna Arras,
22, Jeners.

Charles L. Shiveley, 28, Liberty
township, oil worker, and Maude D.
Hull, 28, McComb.

Otto P. Beck, 21, Fostoria, carri-
age trimmer, and Louise Mary Lapp,
23, Findlay.

Worley W. Swisher, 20 farmer,
and Nellie E. Essex, 1. Both of
Jackson township.

Eber S. Hughes, 30, porcelain
worker, and Caroline Helberg, 25,
glove maker. Both of Findlay.

Conveyances.

Oliver P. Shaw, executor, to Dallas
H. Moorhead, 20 acres of land in sec-
fion 13, Blanchard township, £1,800

Pike Sales.

The construction werk for the fol-
lowing pikes were sold Saturday:

Pike between sections 3 and 4,
Portage township, 84 5 rods, to Arda
Edgington for §7 90 per rod.

Pike on township line, Allen town
ship, 75 rods, to Arda Edgington for
$7 95 per rod.

Probate Court

Sylvia Mallott has made applica-
tion to have the will of Israel Strouse,
1ite of McComb, deceased, admitted
to probate and record. The applica-
tion will be for hearing August 23
at 10:00 o’clock a. m  Next of kin
to the deceased: Albert Strouse,
Lewis Strouse, Corz Hickman, Idella
Cavin, Sarah Hazelswartz and Sylvia
Mallott.

Diteh Petition.

Jagper Dukes and Charles Coleman
have filed a petition for the location
and construction of a ditch commenc-
ing ten rods west of the Benton Ridge
road, between sections 33, Blanchard
township, and section 4, Unioa town-
ship, and having an outlet in Buck
Run ditch. Persons benefited: Jas-
per Dukes, guatdian; Charles Cele-
man, Levi Olymer, Gideon Clymer,
Mr. Dreisbach, Jessie Shaw :McClel-
land and Hancock county. It will
be known as the Dukes ditch,

SURPRISED BY FRIENDS.

A few intimate friends of Mr. and
Mzrs J. Allen Hickerson, quietly en-
tered their residence Monday™eve-
ning and surprised Mr. Hickerson,
the occasion being in honor of his
thirty-sixth birthday. The evening
was pleasantly spent in social chat
and ice cream and cake were served.
After wishing Mr. Hickerson many
happy returns the guests departed
for their homes.

DIED AT SOLDIERS’ HOME.

Samuel McGinley an inmate of the
Soldiers’ Home at Sandusky passed
away at that place the first of the
week, The deceased was a former
resident nf this place and at one time
was janitor at the school house. Wil-
liam McGioley and T. C. Brown of
this place,and Miss Maggie Brown of
North Baltimore, were at Sandusky
Monday in attendance at the funeral.

LIVES A CENTURY

Anthony Brown, of Findlay, is Han-
cock's Oldest Resident.

Anthony Brown, the oldest 1esident
of Hancock county, celebrated the
100th annivresary of his birth at
Findlay Monday. For one of his
age he retains 2 fair share of his
mental facultiea. ~ He is up and
around in his room euch day and is
able to wait on himself.

When Anthony Brown was born,
Napoleon L. was emperor of Francs,
Gearge 111 was king of England and
James Madison was President of the
United States Mr. Brown has lived
under 24 of the 27 Presidents With-
in his life the United States has had
five wara., The state of Ohio was
three years old at the time of his
birth, and Samuel Huntington was
governor of the state.

Mr. Browa was born at Faystte-
ville, Ontario, and when he was nine
years old was taken to Albany, N. Y.,
where he resided until 1864, when he
removed to Findlay, where he has
since resided He was twice married
his first wife dying many years ago,
and the second in 1888  Four chil
dren were born to them, but one of
them living, 8 daughter, Mrs C E.
Niles, with whom Mr Brown has
lived for many years.

He descended from Puritan stock,
his forebearers being English and
Holland Dutch His father, Oliver
Brownp, was a descendant of Dr Chad
Brown, a contemporary of Roger
Williams, the founder of Rhode Is-
land His mother was Sarah Wiltsie.
Mr. Brown received his education at
Albion, N, Y.

TOWNSHIP CANDIDATES.

Pleasant township candidates for
the primary election  Republican,
Turner Mackay, Marvel Keel, Wil-
liam Browuoeller, trustees; Ellis Craw
ford, treasure® L C. Dye, clerk,
Samuel T Statler, Milton Steininger,
school board, Earl Smith, north pre-
cinct assessor, R B Stout, south pre-
cinct assessor; Scott Randall, ceme
tery trustee; J W Insley, justice of
the peace; Frank Swank, land ap
praiser
John Barger, trustees; H. W, Stoker,
treasurer, A C Wagouer, clerk,
Scott Wisely, Albert Strouse. board
of education, Clem LaRue, assessor
north precinct; Bonda Barger, asses-
sor south precinet; B. L. Gault, con-
stable, Charles E. Brown, constable

E. E Porter, agent for the Balti
more & Ohio railroad at Hoytville,
was sitting 10 bis office Saturday
when a fast train weot thundering
by. A large stone was picked up by
the wheels of the fast moving irain
and burled through the window,
striking Mr Porter on the body and
smashiog a gold watch he had 10 bhis
pocket.

—_——— . -

RAIDERS TO HAVE REUNION.

The annual reunion of the Mitchell
raiders will take place in Findlay, at
Riverside park Wednesday of next
week. The meeting promises to be
more intoresting than usual. W W,
Brown, of East Toledo, one of the
raiders, having been in charge of the
engine “General” at one time, will
be present.

Democratic. B B Pickens, |

L 3

Clerk, Campbell Smith.... ..

Marshall, W. H. Martin

Board of Education,
M. A Darbysbhire,

.......

N

Municipal Tickets for the Primary Election
REPUBLICAN TICKET

Mayor, Lafayette Hull. ., ... ... .. ..cceetenrevenens R Mayor, L. E. Bierer

" DENO

................ .

@ eceessss sccsscsssrenre DRI Y

Oouncil, Council,
Joha Moore,. . ....vuvviier i Creeean. et breeeeniaaaaeas Jobhn R. Shoop,
O L Todd,...coneririeniianeans e anaeaass Ceseqesscanacenne Benton L. Gauls,
Perry Rudisill,. ., . ..........ccoiienennnnn e rerieerieseeae  eeaen G. O. Baker,
D.P.Bryan,.......coovieeieneecaannn ettt riietenb e e e Philip Miller,
George T Smith,.....coiviiriiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiieenieneas « +++.Jacob Barger,
B. 1. Brown

Board of Education,

..............................................

B G ClaDPOr, . . ottt iientieeraerasesatonnsanrnranaaaananans Frank P. Diller,

E. W Hopper.......covvveiiiieneenes S aeeriise sesirieaeanieos ..H, R. Kinsey.
Board of Public Service, Board cf Public Service,

C S.Hoskinson,.......oooviievannenes e teceareeraee e George M. Btoker,

S.C.O.Powell,......coiiiieevvencnne e eeereriesieaesseaatanions J. F. Hissong,

T. W. Collingwood. ............... PN . . ceee-seos W, E. Cooper.
Cemetery Trustees, Cemstery Trustees,

J.A Groves, ... ......... ...ii..l et e e e e J. M Martin,

A ARudisill. ..ottt i ittt it it a e ens J. C. Bright.
Land Appraiser, M.A. Loy .. .. ............ reeen heeeinaaes Land Appraiser, H. R. Kinsey.
Assesgor, L. D. Smith.............. ... 000, breharaeee  heeeaaees « . Assessor, H. H. Ewing.

eeesresee #r0s0ee co e s

Treasurer, R. A. Roether ... .... ... .ottt iiinrinniriincneenoncns

........ Ssscses s e ee

Petitions only filed for five councilmen.

G TICKET

«...Olerk, E, O. Haines
,Treasurer, C A. Bogart
..... Marshall, James Warren

........

PROMISE FORTY
NEW FEATURES

Bold Announcement by
Fair Managers.

Ohio Will Maintain Reputation as a
Leader in Expositions—Never Be-
fore Such Interest.

Think of is! Forty new features
promised at an Exposition where

Yet this is the bold announcement of
the managers of the Ohio State Fair,
to be held in Columbus, August 30,
31, September 1, 2, 8, next, and pres-
ent indications are that they wiil ful-
ly make good in every detail.

Entries in the competitive depart-
ments of the Exposition closed Sat-
urday last, with the largest entry list
in its history, and not a class in its
seventeen distinct departments but
what will be well represented. Ohio’s
reputation as the leading Exposition
of the Union will not be jeopardized
this season if the number and quality
! of exhibits entered is the basing index.

Magpnificent educational exhibit,
however, are not all of the comisg
Exposition, as superb amusement and
entertainment will be programed both
day and night, including Pain’s Man-
hattan Beach Fireworks; Kopp's
Military Band; Miss Wilmine Ham-
mann, vocalist, Spellman’s twenty
stupendous shows; ten sverling free
feature acts, three daily spirited har-
pess races, while as its leading fea
ture in this line announcement is
made that those kings of the turf,
Dan Patch and Minor Heir, will on
Tuesday, August 31, meet in a battle
‘ royal for the world’s speed supremaocy.
i Other novel innovations of the Ex-
position will be displays of the baadi-
work of inmates of the various state
institutions, affording opportunity
for all to become familiar with what
Ohio is doing in caring for and edu.
cating ber wards; installation of p
complete domestic science departmert
in the women's building; practical
demonstrations of scientific road
building; daily lectures by experts
on topics of vital importance to agri-
culturists, and many others equally
as interesting as the ones here men-
tioned.

Never before has such state-wide
interest been shown in the Exposi-
tion, and with the superb « entertain-
men! programed, and the introduction
of many novel educational features,
it is a foregone conclusion that the
coming Exposition will outrank any
of its predecessors from every view-
poiot

WILL BUILD COTTAGE.

Mrs. F. W. Mooroe and Rev. J.
W. Gibson, of MoComb, have pur-
chased five lots near the electric sta-
tion to build upon in the near future.
1—Lmkeside Items (Toledo Blade.)

“features” have always predominated.

REUNION PROGRAM

Following is the program which
will be rendered at the Butler Mitch-
ell family reunion, August 26.
Music.

Song.
Prayer........ Rev, Baumgardner
Welcome Address- , , . G. D. Mitchell
Response . ....... Rev. J. A. Fellers
Musie.
Dinner
Music.
Song.
Address ...-... ++».John M. Butler
Tostrumental Music ........ca00
veve.e. ..Miss Alta Donaldson
Selection...... Miss Ethel Teatsorth
Song. « SE L .
Reditation........ Miss Pearl Boyer
Music.
History of the Butler-Mitchell fami-
lies ............. G. D. Mitchell
Instrumental Music ............
............. Miss Lottie Butler

Selection,, . ..
Musioc.
Business.
Closing Song

A cordial invitation is extended to
all the neighbors and friends.

TWICE THANKFUL.

The weather was ideal Wednesday
for the annual McComb picnic which
was held at Robinson park. The
trip was made without any mishaps
to mar the pleasure of the day and
the amusements afforded at the park
were well patronized. While the
crowd was not as large asanticipated
the committee is thankful for the
support of those who attended and
is truly thankfal that the sum of
$45.00 which was netted, will not
have to be divided three ways.

OLDEST ODD FELLOW.

John Powers, of Pleasant town-
ship, celebrated his ninetigth birth-
day August 11 He is believed to be
the oldest Odd Fellow in the state,
having been a member of the order
for sixty-one years.

ENTERTAINED AT RECITAL.

Miss Fern Culp delightfully enter-
tained her class of pupils at a recital
at her home east of town Thursday
evening. Following an interesting
program light refreshments were
served and a social time was enjoyed
by those present. Owing to lack of
space it was not possible to publish
the program in detail.

T —

WANTS . TO BE MAYOR.

W. F Brickman, a former attorney
of this place and now located at Find
lay is a Democratic candidate for
mayor of that city.

THREE BALLOTS.

There will be three separate ballots
used at the November elgetion, 1909.
' One of these will be for munisipal offi-
cers, one for members of the board
of education and another for land
sppraisers. The last two ballots will

be without party designation and of
mixed formation.

DRAFT HORSES
IN Bl DEMAND

Live Smﬁlr Men Urge
Better Horses.

Proves Profitable Branch of Farming;
Well Matched Teams Command
Fancy Prices.

It was not many years ago that the
automobile was going to put the poor
horse-out-of commission. With the
lamentation in mind, it is interesiing
to hear the clamor set up by manu-
facturers for mora and beiter draft
animals. Instead of an over-produc-
tion developing, as was generally
feared as far back as 1893, there is
an actual scarcity of first-class ani-
mals. Statistics show that while the
population of the United States has
been increasing 33 per cent in the
last fifteen years, the number of
horses has only gone abead 23 per
cent. More interesting are the sta-
tistics showing a gain of about 52
per cent in the value of horses. Live
stock experts Ircm one end of the
country fo the other are preaching
the doctrine of more and better bred
horses. They say that by proper
methods America could rank as high
as France and Belgium in the ex-
cellence of its draft horses. It is to
the interest of the farmer more than
any other class that more attention
be paid to borse breeding., In the
Chicago market, it is usual for draft
horses of good size, action and plenty
of bone to sell from $300 to $500
and a well-matched team of this kind
frequently brings from $750 to $1000.
There is no wore profitable branch of
farming than the raising of first-class
draft horses. One of the develop
wents of the industry, unfortunate
though it may be, is the heavy mor-
tality among draft animals, due to
city pavements and the stress of work
A few years in front of the modern
city truck is sufficient to start a piece
of perfect horse flesh on the way to
the fertilizer factory.

—_—

PIONEER PICNIC.

The Hancock county pioneer picnic
will be held Saturday, August 21, at
Riverside park, Findlay, Ohio. A
splendid program has been arranged
and everybody is cordially invited to
attend. Exercises will commence at
9:00 a. m. Let everybody come with
well filled baskets. E. T Dunn has
promised the picknickers a great en
tertainment and every one will enjoy
a good time.

By order of Committee
WILL SETTLE QUESTION.

Five hundred citizens of Putnam
county have signed a petition for a
vote on 8 new court house. The
matter has been talked of for some
time. The petition calls for a build-

ing to cost not more than $250,000.

INTERRED HERE.

Thomas J. Downham, aged seventy-
two years, residing northwest of
Hoytville passed away at his late
home Saturdsy ncon August 14
Death was caused from the infirmi-
ties of old age. He is survived by a
wife. Puneral services were held at
the Hoytville M. E. charch Tuesday
morning. Interment at McComb
cemetery.

-— - — -

UP-TO-DATE.

The Paulding fair will have as a
drasing card, an airehip. Two ex-
hibitions will be given daily during
the fair.

CHURCH RECITAL.

A musio recital will be given at
the M. E. church Saturday evening,
August 21, by B. F. Wolford and
pupils. The program will open at
8:00 o’clock.

WILL ETIK—EET*BLUBK

H. R. Kinsey Lets Contract—Lower
Floor Leased to J. D. Thomas.

While other towns are complaining
about business and view their vacant
rooms with alarm McComb is moving
right along. H. R. Kinsey has let a
contract for a new two story cement
block building to be erected on the
vacant lot west of Hickerson's office.
The new structure will be 25x100
and will be erected for the exclusive

-use of Mr, J. D. Thomas, who will

occupy the entire first floor with his
funeral outfit and with the conveni-
ences afforded by the new building
McComb will have as fine a under
takers establishment as will be found
in this part of the state. ~The work
on the building will begin at once
and is to be ready for_occupancy by
November 1. The second floor has
also been engaged. Thisis the second
new-block to- be erected here this
summer and still there are no vacant
rooms on Main street.

COUNCIL MEETING.

Council met in regular session
Monday evening, with all the mem-
bers present except Loy. The min-
utes of the previous meeting were
read and sapproved. During the
street committee’s discussion, Coun-
cilman Hammond reported the water
ing trough at the corner of Walnut
and Main streets in very bad condi-
tion. The committee ordered a new
trough made and installed. The
sidewalk, sewer, fire and light com-
mittees had no reports to make. The
finance committee reported favorably
on bills to the gmount of $46.45, as
follows: Amos Barger, cleaning and
sprinkling Main street, $30.80; Wal.
lace Mackey, services as street com-
missioner, $15.68,

Under the head of new business, a
resolution to proceed with the im-
provement of the alley between Main
and South streets and extending
from Liberty to High streets was
passed aod adopted. This alley,
when completed, will be a model of
perfect alley construction and will be
a credit to the property owners alofxg
the line of the improvement

On a motion by Shoop, council ad-
journed to mest a week from next
Monday evening

MISSIONARY MEETING.

The missionary society of the Pres-
byterian church will meet next Wed
nesday, August 25, at the home of
Mrs. Samuel Brickman  Auvswers to
roll call will be “Merey ' All mem-
bers are cordially invited to attend
aod to. meet at Smith’s store where a
meauns of conveyance will be provided

"NOTICE.

Our new samples for meun's f{all
and winter Suitings have arrived
Everything 1 the line of men’s tailor
ing Perfecs satisfaction guaranteed

D. C. Bricker, Merchant Tailor.

LOCAL OPTION ELECTION.

The question of “wet or dry" in
West Leipsic, is now before the peo
ple of that corporution, and will be
decided August 28. The petition for
an election was granted by the town
council at a meeting last PFriday

— Leipsic Tribune.

CORONER T0DD
FORGES GHAIN

Ritter Now in Hands of
ﬁralﬂ_{ury.

Prisoner DMaintains Innocence—State-
ments Contradictory—Displays No
Emotion—Held Without Bail.

In less than one week from the
time the dead bodies of his wife and
fourteen months old baby boy were
recovered from an abandoned well in
the rear of their residence at this place,
James H. Ritter, the busband and
father, was arrested on an affidavit
furnished by Prosecutor Blackford,
of Findlay, and will face a searching
investigation by the grand jury on
the charge of murder, The action
was based on information furnished
by Coroner Todd, of this place, which
was obtained at his inquest held
Thursday, August 12, and af other
examinations held since that date.
Just after his arrest lagt Tuesday
morning he was subjected to a rigid
sweating in the cornner’s office and
more coniradiclory statements were
obtained. The prisoner, whilestoutly
maintaining bis innocence, took his
arrest in a cool manner, although
some nervousness was displayed on
his arrival at the police station in
Findlay-

On Tuesday afternoon the bodies

.of the unfortunate mother and child

were exhumed and removed by am-
bulance to the undertaking parlors of
J. D. Thomas where the stompch and
liver were removed. These were im-
mediately sent to Columbus for chem-
ical analysis to determine if any
drugs had been administered, Tho

oriminating evidence was secured
from this source.

Through the uniiring efforts of
Coroner Todd, & chain of very damag-
ing evidence has already been se-
cured.

Ritter adheres to his previous story
that death of his wife is the result of
a feud, and that a woman of promi-
nence figures in the case. That his
wife had enemies who would murder
her is his many times repeated state-
ment. Certain letters written by the
accused man principally furnish the
information upon which the arrest
was made. While nothing is given
out as to their contents, it is known
that they explode the suicide theory
and furnish a besis for a murder
theory. At the coroner’s inquesf
held a week ago Thursday, Ritter
while under oath made several state-
ments which he has since contradict-
ed and signed.

The unfortunate woman was his
third wife. It is said that the first
wife died after a very brief illness
and under peculiar circumstances.
His second wife was divorced. From
the evidence in the hands of Coroner
Todd there now appears to be a very
good reason for Ritter wishing to get
rid of his wife.  During the inquest
and since, Ritter displayed no emo-
tion whatever while being questioned
upon sub)ects that under the circum-
stances would cause any man with
affection for his family to break down
and weep.

At the preliminary examination
before Justice Sours, of Findlay,
Wednesday, Ritter was hound over
to the grand jury without bond, and
was taken 10 the county jail where he
will remain until September 13, at
which time the grand jury convenes.

Previous to the charge of the crime
by Prosecutor Blackford Tuesday the
real evidence was not divulged for
publication and any reports that may
have been circulated were based
wholly upon ruwmors and not facts.
To have published facts before that
time would have placed the prosecu-
tion to a disadvantage.

e ——— —

ALL PRESEN\_T.

The Butu family reunion was held
Sunday at fhe home of Mrs Sophia
Buto of this place. There were nine-
teen present among which were all
the children and the grandchildren.
This is the first instance where all

were present.

well in which the bodies had been..
found was pumped dry;-but -how-in- -




