As I rememver events i ay life thirty meonths to the pre-ent time.
James B. Hill, son of A.A. ond Caroline Stirer Hill, born levember 29, 1856.

When nineteen months old I was as all little boys in beinr where I
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*ought not to be, amon g the men. They were sharnening cradles to harvest the

wheat. A cradle is a large knife four feet long three inches in Qidth at heel
running to point with a freme of fou£ fingers to cut:the grain. The handle

or snath was atteched at a right angle to the knife and fingers. Men left a
snath on the ground so the fingers would proteyt the knife and me. When the
men had gone I wanted to see how the thing looked with the snath upo, un it
went, and the fingers and the knife went down. I toddled around the head and
saw the knife.I started to cross the fincers, but tripned on them, when
nearly across I fell on the knife body over. We little boys were little

girls at least we wore dresses until three years old. If facing north, the
nothwest corner was cut to the bone. I still have a scer on my left leg four
inches long. I distinctly remember there was an out building just high enough
from the ground so I could crawl under and see mother wetting bandages with
soap and water. I would crawl under this building end mother would coex me out
with lumos of sugar, which was“fery scarce in Nothern Chio in 1857. The cradle
is a tool,to cut wheat, oats,-rye, end buck wheet, before we had machines to
do this work, not the old hickory cradle I was rocked to sleep in.

With the past and going to sleen lying beside ten little nigs on old sows,
-best as steted later. When I waes thirty months old enoughtto keep fresh in
memory as long as I livé as to the detes knowing where ve lived at the time end
season of year. I knew July was the cnly month to cut grain. A year later two
old men with cradles would deliver cut grain in rows. Heads ell one vey with e

I
rake and would rake itybundles. Then they would meke a band to nlace arcund the

bundle and tuck it under.
Next came the horse drawn machine cutting grsin and droppring it in bundl

to be bound the sama wey by men at stations around the field. My uncle, Qho

is one year my junior, and I w:zre on the seme stetion. When dinner bell re
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and I were on the same station. When dinner bell rang we were on last station, and
I wanted to bind it before dinner, but my uncle said, "No, we have plenty of time

after dinner.” Harvest time in Northern Ohio comes in early July, the hottest part

~of the year.

S{la_kes were quite numerous. Some were black and diamond rattlers. A twenty inch

. garter snake took refuge in a sheajg___i,glthe shade. My uncle's pants were three sizes

" too large for him at the waist. Instead of stooping to bind his sheafe, he stood erect

) and the snake s8lid out of the sheaf and inside of-his pants. The lower part of his
pants were tucked in his boot tops. The snake was cold on his warm body and he thought

it was a rattler. Did he ever-run_,_ holler, 'kick,‘ roll, ju-n'_np and stand on his head! I

- thought he would go crazy kicking and thrashing, but I could not get: to him to help him

, get his pants off. The snake got frightened and crawled out at the top of his shirt.

‘I never saw anyone so frightened. I think I would be a little scared with a cold snake

crawling around by body and thinking it might be a rattler, too.

_ At harvest time farmers and town clerks would go out to help harvest the wheat and get
~ a few good meals mixed with harvest appleé, raspberries, sugar cornm, roasting com;

_ mew peas, and string bgans. I will have to le‘t up or the desire to go back to Ohio will

be too great to resist. Hardware and grocery clerké are okay, but dry 'goods, shoe and
drug clerks are too soft, and would melt in the harvest sun. ' |

About 1874 the wire self binder came into use. It was a terrible job to keep small
pieces of wire out of the .wheat. Two years later someone made iron fingers to tie a knot
with twine.

With a reaper crew of six men, ten acres were done per day. With the self binder, three
men could do f£ifteen acres in one day., Now with a combine & farmer, his wife and daughte

or some other lady can cut, thrash, and sack (I was going to say bake bread) twenty acres

a day.
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5 ft. high, 3 ft. from floor placed a floor of rails with small space between each rail

.‘to let grain drop to floor. Place straw with grain on 8 to 10 inches thick over rails.
Jse flail to pound the grain off the straw. A flail has a handle as a garden rake with
a club some 3 ft. long, 2 inches in diameter fastened to handle with a piece of rawhide

some 6 inches long. The operator would stand erect and the club would strike the grain
” y el . o

- its full length at the same time. It is a trade to handle a flail. -

_ First machine father had was operated with a horse power.: One machine would thrash the

grgin off _!:hgmgtray,' another wou_ld clean the chaff vfli'om thg grain. Men with forks would

move the straw. Father's next machine had a conveyor to move the straw and clean grain =

4 ready for market or storage bins. At one opgrgl;:{.op operated with horse power, 8 teams

L]

16 horses going round and round from can to moon, noon to supper, 4:30 to 5 p.m. Supper
to can't see.

When I was 8 years old father's- 2 helpers were off for a da&. Father put me on t‘\e
power t-o.drive the 16 horses. Had a whip some 18 ft. My duty was to tutch up any horse
I found laging. This made me feel big.

f&ieéc step steam engine mounted on boiler-and oﬁ wheels moved place to place with horses.
In due time the traction engine did the work mtil the combine took its place.

A thrashing crew when I drove :he' 16 horses consisted of 3 men with machine driver.

~ Men to feed had to shake bundles a part sq_they would go in cylinder evenly and not choke

it as a bundle would. A band cutter 3 men to get scheeves on table to band cutter, 5 men
on straw stack, 1 to take care of grain. When trashing in barn or from stack. Out of

field required 4 or 5 more men.

About the farmers hiring extra help was corn planting, harvest, corn cutting and schucking.

Most farmers would hire a boy or yound man for 8 months and take him in his family. Work

8 months do chores, work Saturdays for board and go to scimool 4 months in winter.
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Teas smmssssy, weswe) scu s WOULU CRANZS WOIK, ANcC nelp one anotmwer, <The
ladies would help each oth&{preparo meals for the thrashers. It would te
same meal. Eaeh farmer's better half would try to have the best dinner.

I remember one farm where we ate they had six @ifferent kinds of pie at
one meal. The ple was ten inches in diameter one inch thick and cut in
six pieces. Imagine eating six pieces at one meall After loading up with
sausage packed in lard,smoked ham, mutton, chicken (the tender spring kind
and all kinds of ‘truck berries, cherries and apples jyst off the trees.
Last but not least, home made bread covered with fresh rich creamy home
made butter. We had very few out ovens, we all had cook stoves, as I
renember,

Now back to the cradle. The men lef't it with the fingers up so I could notf
fall on the blade. I toddlw(around and got ahold of the snath and turned
it backfthe sharp edge with the knife up. I tcddled around and tripped
crossing the fingers end fell on the knife, snd cut my leg to the bone an
inch below my stomach. I still heve a scar five inches long facing north,
northwest on my left leg. We had an out-house Just high enough from the
ground to let me crawl under the shanty. Mother tried to st me out coax-
ing me with sugar. No go! She placeJ lumps of surar on thé sround and 1
would watch and fnen the coast was clear I would ret the sugar. Dlother
placed a board along the house and put more sugar on it and then started t
go into the house (pretendirng not to s ee meg); she hid behind this bling
and when I thought she was gone I sneaked out and she nabbed me before I
could get back under the shenty. Mother had it fixed so I had to keep out.

She was afraid of snakes andg getting dirt in my sore lers.



ilue s@me year, lU5Y, on a wurm day I climbed into the pig pen with an olg
sow and ten little piga. It was warm so I snurgled down with bhe pise e
on the sow. After seeing that the pigs were all asleep it made me sleepy;
before I realized the danger I was in thh land of drears . Mother missed r
80 she stuarted looking for me as she thought I was in mischief. I was no-
where to be found. Then she thought of the little pigs Just a day old.
She knew enough about hogs to know if she tried to wake me the 0ld sow wou
awaken and jump up and I would fall on a plg, causing it to squeal. The
old sow would make short work of me. My~ father was near by s he got a
plece of board and as he got in the pen the sow jumped up and I fell on a
pig. It let out a squeal, so the sow thought I was hurting her Laby and
she caie for me with ha large mouth wide cpen. Father had all he could ¢
to et he and himself out of the pen safely. Boy, no nore pirs for me!
The sow's mouth looked largs snough to swallow me in one grab.

Some twonty~five years back I met an old lady in Iowa who used to work for
Smxe mother when a yourg muiden. She told,?laiias a mischievous little ras-
cal. I would upset her washtub, have use for the clbbhesg prop at the san
time she needed it badly, put chunks of ice under the sheet in her bed; I
did the same thing with cockleburrs, and puﬁ rud in her rinse water. She
also sald sho had to watch me continuously and I was so slick she couldn't

catch me.

The 0ld lady's raiden name was Erma Brown. We had a younr man Just cane 1

from Germany taking a noon nap md4heard mother say it was time for Aupust

to go to wark, but he didn't awaken. The wash lady left a fire bYrninc ne

by and I got a hot poker and started to ticklp the béttom of his bare feet
He came at me like a mad hornet, but I got to mother Justx in time to save

my hide. I think he was madder than Hitler was because the Red Army
wo :1dn't give up to him.



We would take the wool to the wodlen mill, and

We also had a dogen sheep.

candles).

have part woven heavy for the men's clothes.

Now as I renember events when I was a little girl - if I wasn't I ourh
to have been as I had to wear dresses until I was our Yyears old az .y

mother used to tell me. She sald, "Keep clean an” neatly dressed, ba-

cause dress counts."

The first light was a cast (iron) cup wWwith an open spout, and an iron
handle curled over the top. It wouléd hold about a cup of lard. Any o
rag one inchm in width twisted and placed in one end in the open spout.
and the other end in the lard took up the steel flint a~d punk. Strike
a spark on the nunk, and blow the punk to a baaze on the greasy :-113;::.
A very dim light with Plenty of very black smoke was the result.

Next ceme the tallow candles which were placed in tin:moslds tuelve }og
set. UYWe could get candle wicking, a very soft cotton yarn. The holes
Were closed at the lower end, but a amall hole was left open., Pass th
wick through t he hole &0 tie to the stick over the mold. Then place tc
wick in the center of the x_nold. lelt the tallow, 111 the molé, and tt
place in cold water. Cut lmots on the lower end, turn the 1:01d hop enr
down and you will have twelve very nice tallow chndles. Next is tihe ke
sene. We called it coal oil. I thin: they named it coldd oil beca so
th ere was 892 much coal in Pennsylvania, They first thought the 0il car
fron cogl. It was several years before this cane into general use sas s

Iy

many of the first lemps would explode, and therefore it wasn't safe,

Next)manulsctured gas was used for street lamps and in the stores in

town, ete. When reading by your beautiful light, think hew your enceskt:
and I had to put up with eighty-three Years ago, X as T renember,

We lived at home during the rebellion, and we had no sugar. Lvery far:
had a quarter acre sorgum for sweets, parched rye with chicory for cof
pennyroyal and spice bush for tea. We had to buy =elt and a few spice:
I came near to forgetting the old arm end harmer brand saleraus, soda.

We would get ouwr beef hides tanned at the tannery near by. | Then we to

the leather to the shoe maker a— have the fariily including the fair
ivhich weas n.T so F‘;:V(_aF‘r’f" Yor S MonThe

[
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The flannel for the women folks generally was checkered black and red or blu
and red. The checks were mostly one inch square. The cloth for the men was
_usually brown colored with the soft hull on walnuts or walnut bark. There
were ;no paper patterns, s o mother had to cut the dresses and men's suits and
them by hand. The part of ths wool Just carded from the mill would make rol)
two feet long and as large as a silver dime in diameter. Do you remember wh;:
a dime looks like. I have not seen one in a year. We had a spinning wheel
with a wooden wheel some four feet in diameter. Then there was a belt over
the large wheel and the small lpindlo; One end of the shaft extended some f}
inches beyond the bear ings. The shaft was three-sixteenths of an inch in dis
ter, then at the end the inch tapered to apoint. The operator takes the rol)
and raatm it to the ;pindle roll in the 1ft hand, and turns the wheel with
the right hani. Then lets the wool roll off the end of the spindle, twistin
depends on wat yarn is to be used and how it is twisted &mx and to the gage
the yarn. The operator does this as she lets wool go on the spindle,

Next comes tle Enittirg of stockings. Oh, yes, the ladies wore woolen stock:
above the kneed at this time in Northern Ohio. Enitting the men and childre:
socks was quite a task, to know how to narrow, widen, and Place the heel. A:
the fingers in the gloves, head coverings for ladies in the winter or knit h

If you had, I was golng to say best, girl, you could look for a woolen scarf

for Christmas. We had no best girl, then, all good then. The woolen scarf

would be four feet to six feet long amd from eight to ten inches wide with :
kinds of fancy colored yarn and designs.

‘We had a 1ittle 0ld man near by with a loom in the house to weave bed spread:
of cobton warp with wool %illings. He made some very pretty spreads. The re
were very few divorce cases at this time. I am rather inclined to think the

housewife had no time to primp and palnt and steal some ladies brainless.
What will I say? On, yes, scallawag.



Since I'm not going to be here to fefend nyself, I would not care to have m
great, great grandchildren think I was a heartless, wicked, little boy to

deliberately burn a man's feet. It was an iron poker and the end that I ha
ahold of was cool, and the other end being black, I had no way of telling i:
1t was hot. I Just wanted to make a black mark across his foot. It is tim
to tell where I hail from, I guess, shich was from Dutch Holland or near by
there. We zettled in the wilds of Eastern Pennsylvania near Reading in 160
or early 1700. OCrandfather Hill passed away at the are of elghty-five in 1!
He was married in Pennsylvania and moved to Ohio when father was a year old.
One hundred and nine pears ago we spoke Dutch only. His brother's people c:
from the same locality only a few years later. All craftsmen axs on brothe:
side of hogse. Father's senior was his oldest bro ther by sixteen years. H
oldest brother built the wagon they moved in from Penns)llvania to Ohio. At
the age of seventeen, he made a clock and then took a wooden ball four inche
~in diameter and painted it half black and half white, then geared it to his
clock to run with the moon. If you wanted to know where the moon was you

Just looked st the clock.

- He did the surveying for the United States in WesternIowa and Eastern Nebra:
has

The style of men's clothes/changed very 1little since the discarding of th
spike tail some e ighty years ago. The fairer sex had nine distinct styles
let alone slirht changes. They cut an inch off the botbom of their dresses

eagch year. Now they're coming down from the top. I'm hoping styles chanre

before they meet. As I remember eighty-three years ago, in the rear of a

r

dressed lady when she attempted to pass through, umless it was a barn doomx

she would have to extend her arms and squeeze the skirt together. There we;

from twelve to fifteen yards to a dress with hoops, when pantlets were six
éhches to the shoe top. The last six inches of the cuff were in bright col

such as green, red, or brirght blue and extended to the shoes, if t hey were

barefooted to the ankle.
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If the groom-to=be cared, an?Glnro is the man ti.at doesn't, he wants to kno

if nis intended's calves were nice and round and plump. They would go waly

ing, taking ms along after coaching me. He would give me @ big copper cent,

no nickels. The copper pieces wers nearly as large as a halr dollar. My p
of the naughty trick was to run ahead and fall down, and then start crying
as if I were badly hurt. The young swain would be so shocked that he would:

be able to move. The young lady would hurry to pick me up not’ th*nk:lnp abo
her hoopa, and aa nhe uont dom, tha hoops went up.e Curiosity ia a great ti
At that tim the grooxn had no uay of knowing it his’ intendad was uobble-knee

knoek-!meed, boulogged or- supportod 6n brodu sticks or saw lers, until afte

the !tnot uaa ‘tied’ and tied 8o very. ‘very hard and tight. The grim old reape
was _ﬂle only one to unt:l;e th%moﬁt_.ﬂ_“” _ . : ,
Fow, mkkkx eighty 'y'ear's dater, at this date, the ppospective benedict can se

how his intended is supported when two miles away, with a good telescope.,

I nttended achool in sevel localiti.ea and’ do not recall to ma# any of my -

aociates in divorce courts or any of the maidens not finding a mage. Only o

deaf mute which was very smart end went to school every day could take a

plece of chalk in each hand and write the samexshwx- sen tence at the same tin

with esch hand. 'i‘he muto was rad-headed, ;_'a,ther. heavy, arﬂ was managing two

large farms in t.he year 1938

Some predictions: We have aeen dresses po from rifteen yards to tuo ;xm

yards. The t;rain of a yard in the rear to ‘above the lmee. I see: the change

ccmirg - 20 many of the falr ones have gone rrom the homes -and are self-

supporting. Soon they uill 1ikely choose their own mates and the POOr men

will have to primp and dress to displa; thetr best quallities to draw te at-

tent lon of the fagip ones, as they will select thelr own nate, which she has

e perfect right to do. Ina few years,
and do the hous ekeeping.
nothing of 1¢t,

Daddy can stay home ang r.ind the bab:
This is to be the future = not the past. I krow



I remember the first pair of pants. Ue went from dresses to lonr pant
and red-topped copper-toed boots. We were going to visit an uncle,\ Whio
had three young ladies who alvays made a fuss over me. They were alwa
_' up to same tricks. About a mile to uncle's through the woods over a b
beaver dam - I felt big and ran ahead of mother amnd sadd, "Uncle Sam's
madle maine ich bine a glaine dauty." (That was German or Pennsylvania
Dutoh.) Translations "Uncle's girls would- thing I was a little father.'
I meant to say, "a 1little man."
Now for the achooling @8 we used to call it. The first man teacher wa:
Jerry Munch at a salapy of twenty dollard per month, one dollar a day.
We mmd to take and bommd him for about a week. He was a short, heavy-
set man. The man would txxk téach four months in winter. The young
lady would teach three mbnths in the summer for the 1little tots. We h:
to 7o to work on the farm at.the ege of eight and nine years old. I
remamber about the teacher's desk. There were two peés in the -all,
and on them rested half a dozen gads, or whips. The bip orws for the
blg boys and the lilttle ones for the big girls. No, the little boys d!
not get off scott free - they got the girls® gad. I guééé I wasn't a
very naughty boy at school as I only rememb'r one licking and that was
because I#.d1d not learn to talk American bofore I was born. We had
a great gangle=-shank teacher from some foreign country. He spokp gver:
broken English. We had that awful mountain in Africa with that name.,
(?Kilamonjaro) I tried to pronounce it and he tried it and did a wors:e
job than I did. He cast an eye up at the gads and said try again. It
rélled out the same as he pronounced it. Then he got it into his thicl

numb-skull I was making fun of him, ezmpecially when the young ladies be

gan to snicker. So to ease his temper, he took a gad and gave me two «

He only talked Duteh, not “erman. When starting to school, the school

house was about tuenty by thirty feet, and was he ated by a big box sto

in the center. The board desks were two large and three small scholar

a desk. This tescher was fired end @28 rar FInsor +h. .

o —



The firat lease school was a mile throush the wodds riost of the way. T!
summer I was scven years ol{ we had six boys and ten girls in school.
was the largesat boy, énd Miss}Anna Laird was the largest girl. One for:
;noon in June, we had a aa.m and e avy rain. Some five hund 'red yards 1
the school there was a brook. ﬁ'i'he._taacher had gone to a nearby fam fo:
d:lxinex;. It was lunch time now and the girls wanted to =k take a spiash
in the warm water. There were nobathing suits éighty years ago. So ti
bosas lady gave us boys all thelr tz;inlgpts and warned us 1t was against
the rules ;dio_qu the yard. She then went away with the girla; Two th:
of the. way to me brook was through a jungle of underbrush. We played
a while and I got to wondering why they didn't want us with them. I ju:
had to know 80 I started on their trail with the boys. We found them
having as much sport as a flock of dicks at the first rain in spring. W
gave the Ind.;an ¥War Hoop and down went all but the tops of thelr heads
into the muddy water. We amused ourselves by throwing mud at them unti
it was near school time and for fear of t.he'girls hurrying thréugh the
brush would tear their dresses, we picked them up and carried them thro:
the brush. The teacher reckoned the g irls were punished by the scratc!
hurrying through the brush. And we boys gob off scott free for being t
cause of the gi:1ls being pmiahed.. All was forgiven and happy ever aft
When I was eight years old the snow was too deep Rmx one day to wade
through to school, £nax At one PM mother was taken ill and would screa
Wl th pain. She would say if only Mrs. Fry were hero.

Father was 1n be

with rheumatism x» and was of no use because his g leys could not walk,
'I'he man who did te chores was not due wntil five ‘PM. The snow was toc

deep for me t© ‘walk a mile t hrough the woods. One of our four horses w

wild anc skittish. I knew mother would not consent to let me try to

harness horses to the sled, so I sneaked out the back doop and shovelec
snowWw out of the sled box and thien filled it wilh light clean straw. I
put the collar and bridle of the tame horse in the manger, then clirbec

in the manrer and placed the collar and bridle in nlace.
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CLIMBED IN A MANGER PLACED COLLAR AND d4RIDLE IN PLAC!'/NOW 0 GEI HARNSSS

ON HORSE WAY ABOVE MY ulAD, I FOUND AN EMPTY BARREL CLIMBuD ON #aRikl ROLLED IT
BESIDE THE HORSE PUT HARNESS ON HARREL CLIMBED ON BARHEL PUL HARNESS IN PLACE.
NOW FOR KITIY Thk SKITIISH HORSE WOULD NOf COME TO MANGER

SO I COULD PLACE COLLAR ON SEVZRAL EARS Or CORN IN rESD BOX SHE

WOULD STEP UP GRAB AN LKAR AND STsP BACK. I SAYS KITIY I WILL +IX

YOU GOT MORE CORN AND SHELLED IT MANAGED TO GEI COLLAR AND BRIDLE IN
PLACE. BRIDDE ON STOOD STILL FOR HARNESS. HITGHED TAME HORSE TO SLED
LED KITTY OUT HITCHED UP AND LED TEAM wWITH SLeD TO DOOR OF HOUSE
FATHER CRAWLWED AND ROLLED OUT GOT IN SLED WE DROVE TO MIDWIFZ AND
GOT BACK IN TIME TO MEET MY BROTHER.

WHEN CAN A HORSE EAT BESP: WHEN HE HASN'T A BIT : BITT: IN
HIS MOUTH :

GEI'TING OLD ENOUGH TO WORk ON FARM FIRST WORK 1 REMEHBER
WAS DROPPING CORN. EVsRY FARMER HAD A SET OF SIAKES 7 ¥T., _ INCHES
LONG PAINI‘ED SOME BRIGHI COLOR. START AT ONE SIdDe OF FIELD SET
AT EACH END OTHER ONE IN CENTER OF FIELD. SET STAKES IN STRAIGHT
LINE MARK ROW WITH ONE HORSE WIIH CAST IRON PLOW. MARK EvVERY OTHER
ROW BY STAKE THEN MARK ROW W CZNIER OF STAKE ROWS. AFTER FIELD
MARKED. WE WOULD PLACZ SAME STAKES ACROSS THE ROWS A MAN WOULD
DROP CORN ON SIAKE ROWS A BOY AS W& CALLED IT SPLIT THE MIDDLE
DROPPING THREE OR FOUR GRAINS IN EACH ROW IN CENTER OF STAKE ROWS

AS EVERYONE PLANTED CORN AT SAme IIHiE NO CHANGING WORK AS IN
THRASHING SO ALL THE AVAILABLE LADIES BUT TdE COOh WOULD GEI HO®S
70 COVER THE CORN WITH HOES.

NEAT SLED WIfH FOUR MARKERS USING SlanksS TO GEI STRAIGHT ROWS
HAND PLANTER JAB IT IN Iliz GROUND BY CLOGSING TOP BOT'fOM WOULD OPLN
LET CORN DROP AND COVER CORN AT SAME T1mk. AND THEN TwWO HORSE PLANIER
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1 REMENESR THE FIRST CALL FOR MEN IN 1860 OMLY POR ONE HUNDRED DAYS. THRE:Z
‘QF WY UNCLES LEFT FROM OUR HOUSX. I RZMEMBER MY FATHSR GESTING THE MAP T0
FIND THE BEST WAY TO WASHINGTOM. AFFER MIDNIGHT MOTHER WANTED KE IO GO TO
BED, NO, I WANTED TO KNOW WHAT UNCLE WA GOING TO DO WITH IHE
WICKED LAZY SLAVE HOLDERS. TBEY SAID THEY WOULD LICK THEM AND BE HOME IN
THRER MONTHS. ONE MEVER GOT HOME., THE OTHER IVO WERE HOME AFTER FOUR YEARS.
AT THAT TING IP YOU DIDN'T BELIEVE INWAR OR WANE TO GO AND HAD OR COULD GET
A Fi¥ DOLLARS YOU COULD BIRE A SUBSTITUTE BY GIVING HIM YOUR PAY AKD A
BOXUS OF TwO TO THREE MUNDRMD DOLLARS. A MAN WITH MONEY OR LOVE OF
A FREE COUNTRY DID KOT HAVE 10 GO TO WAR. TO HELP KESP IT FR:E,

WHEN I ¥AS TEN YBARS OLD WE MOVED SOME FIVE MILES 70 "WINTERS STATION"
WHERE I GOT MOST OF MY SCHOOLING HALP MILE PROM SCHOOL FRAME BUILDING
FAIRLY GOOD SEATS, THRES MONTHS' SUAMER FOUR MONIHS WINTER, MISSED
TWO MONTHS WITH TYPHOID FEVER. SEVEN CHILDREN AND THEIR PARENTS WERE IN BED AT
ONE TIME IN HARCH NASTY ¥Bf COLD W2ATHER AND WE HAD ONLY THE COUK SIOVE FOR
HEATING.

OH YES, I HAD TO GET INIO MISCHIEF. WE HAD A BUMBLE BE: RADE ITS NEST
IN OLD STUMPS AND IN BROUND LOKG IN AUGUST MAD PLENIY HONEY. WE WOULD ROB
THE NESTS. USUALLY THERE WeitS A DOZSN BExS IN 4 NeSI. WE FOUND A KEST OF
YELLOW JACKETS IN AN OLD STUKP, -THEY ARZ SAALLER THAN HONEY BESS AND IF
TEEY ARE OX YOU, THEY KEsP SPINGING UNTIL IOU A«E KILLED., W& WORE OUR HAIR
LONG AND CUT STRAIGHI AROUND. GUT BRUFHER PO PAKE N:ST OUT. DIDN'T GET AWAY
FAST BNOUGH, SEVERAL HUNDRED GO IS BIS HAIR, DID HE YELL! OH, MY! WE
FINALLY GOI HIM 00 Tild HOUSE AND GOT HIS HEAD UNDsR WATER AND #ITH A COMB
WE FINALLY COT ALl THE Bi¥S OFF. HLS HEAD WAS BADLY SWOLLEN FOR DAYS.
ONE DAY I WAS IN TOWN WITH MY FATHER AND I CAMS HOME LATE. HE SiNT ME UP
INTO THE HAY LOFT TO GET HAY. IT WAS DARK AND I SPEPYED TOO NEAR IHE BOLE
AND FELL TO THE BARN FLOOR., THIS WAS A DISIANCE OF T4iLVE FEET AND I STRUCK
MY HEAD. I CAME TO TH NsXT SORNING IN BsD, THERE WAS NO BAD EFKsCT:
BUT IT DID HURT.
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TUBAR WAS A HAILROAD NEAR OUR HOUSE AND IN BUILDING THE HOAD A ¥id

YEARS BEYORB, TW0 CAST WHEELS WITH A FLANGE 9SIGHING FIFTY POUNDS ZACH WERE
LEFT BAEIND. W BOYS PLACED TUlW ON A 1OLZ AT THE GAGE PHUPSR TO FITTHE
RAILS AND GOT STICKS WITH CROTCUES OM FUSIR ENDS, THEN WE RAN TUS WHEELS
BACK AND FORTH. THERE WAS NO DANGER OF A TRAIR BECAUSE THE TRAINS RAN ONLY
WESKLY, IT WENT UP ONE WEAX AND TOOK THREE WHEXS TO CEI BACK. SOMB OF THE
BOYS WONDERED HOé IT WOULD FEEL T0 HAVE A TRAIN PASS OVER YOUR BACK. THSY
DECIZRD 70 LIR BETWWKEN THE RAILS AND LET THE WHESLS PASS OVEW THEM, ONE
POY HAD A RATHER LOKG MRAD, HE GOT DOWS ON AIS STOMACH AND PLACBD HIS HANDS
CROSSED ON A CROSS TIE WITH HIS CHIN ON TOP OF HIS HANDS, WE HAD NO ¥AY T0
MEASURE THE HEIGHT OF TdE TOP OF HIS HRAD: BUT THE POLE BETHERN THZ WHSSLS
FOUND IT TOO EIGH. IT TORE OF¥ AN INCH OF SCALP AND KNOCZED BIM OUT. WE

HAD TO CARRY HIX HOMBE., OUR MOTHERS CONFISCATED QUR WHEELS AND HID THEM
IN SOME WELL OR SOMK PLACE WIlEHE Wk CUULDN *T FIND THEM.

GRANDFATHER WAS STAYING WITH US. HE GREW A QUARIER OF AN ACRE OF TOBACCO
TO KEZP HIN BUSY, HE HAD A STRONG PRESS TO MAKK CHEWING TOBACCO AND A CUTI®
TING “ACHIKE FUR FINRE CUT SMOLING TOBACCO. WHEN HS WASH'T LOORING W2 B0IS
WOULD BORROW SOME OF HIS SMOKING TOBACCO. IN THE WOODS HEARBY WE MADE CORN
COB PIPE3 WITd ELDER SPROUTS FOR PIVE STEMS. MOST OF US HAD TO HavVE A CUP
OF CATHIP TEA AFTER EACH SHMOXE. THS AVERSION s HAD FOR CATRIP PdA FADC OUR

SMOKES FAR APART. I NEVER ACRUIRED THE HABIT OF SFOSING AND AM TOO OLD TO DO
S0 NOW.

ONE SUNDAY MOMNIRG I HAD TO GST Tux HOR3ES FROM PASTURE, MY !OW'JER
BROTHER WHO HA3 FOUR YZARS OLD WANTED 10 GO ALONG., I CAUCH! MY HOKRSE TO
RIDE BACE., BROTHER WANTED TO RIDE TOO. w2 HAD A VERY TAME OLD HORSE, I
PLACED HI¥ ON LER BACK AND GAVE HIX ZACH HARD FULL OF BANE, I TOLD HIH TO
HARG ON AND OFENED THZ GATE., TuE RONSES STARTED TO TROT. MY BROIHER WAS
FRIGHTENED AND #WARTSD 0 SAY,"WHOA!™

IRSTEAD, HE ROLLERZED,"GST UF! Gl UPS™

THE BORGE BuGAR TO LOPE., BE FELL Ot BJT HUNG ONTO IHE MAHE UNTIL THE
HORSE STUP.ED., Hi WAS SAFZ EBUT FAIGHTEZNZD,
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in ootober,1969, WE YOVED 00 EATON COUNTY, MICHIGAN IN THE WOODS. LIVED
'IN SANDUSKY COUNTY, ORIO. UP TO THIS {IME WE LIVED FIVE: AND TUEN, SSVER MILES
.W2ST OF FREMONT. 1IN MICHIGAN SZVEN MILES SOUTHWEST OP GRANDE LSIGE. WE
NOVED DN TNC COVERED WAGORS.. WE SIARTSD WITH TURSZ COWS AND A CALF., WHEN
W2 CAME TO THE FIR3T COVEAKD BRIDGR, THE CALF BSCAME FRICHTENED AND JUMPED FROM
THE BATDGE AND DROVNED. VWE WERE FIVE DAYS ON THE WAY, CAPING ALONG THE (W& wiRE
GOING TO SAY HIGHWAY: BUI IT WAS HARDLY A BRIDLE PATH IN PLACRS) Ve were
ALONG THE ROAD NIGHTS, THERE WAS NO RAIN ON THE WAY. JUST BUILT A NEW ROAD
ACROSS THORN APFLE A MILE FRON OUR MEW HOME. USING EIGHT TO TWELVE INCH LOGS
TRM FEET LORG COVERING LOGS WITH GRAVEL. ALL FINISHED BUI SOME FIVE HUNDRED
FEET NO GRAVEL TET, SEVEN MILES ROUND GETTING LATE IN DAY. HVERYONE vaS
TIRED. WE EAD A MILE 70 GO. FATHER SAID HE WOULD TRY IT. MOTHER AND THE
LIPTLE TOTS SOT QUL AND WALKED, THE HOUSEHOLD COODS AND THE WAGONS HEARLY
BUNPED TO PIECES, HORSES AND COWS PASSKD TREEPY.SAFELY. THE WACONS WERS HEAVILY
LOADED, FATHER WOULD NOT THUST ME DRIVING A TEAN, THEHE WAS A #AN DRIVING
MY UNCLE'S TEAM AND HELPING US MOVE. IT BECAME MY LOT TO WALK ALL THE WAY
AND DRIVE THE COWS WITH MY LITZLE DOG FIDO, HE HAD A VERY BAD FABIT. HE
WOULD RUN AFTER ANYTHING THAT WOULD RUN. IF WE PASSED A NUMBER OF FIELDS
¥ITH SHESP HE WAS SURE TO RUN TilEM. FATHER THOUGHI WE MIGHT GET IN TROUBLE
ALONG THE WAI AND ASKED MB TO SELL MY DOG, HE WAS SUCH A PRETTY LITILE DOG AN D
THERS WAS NO TROULLE MINDING A SUYER. THE BUYER WOULD TAKE A LEATHER HITCH
STRAP TO TIR HIM WITH, HE HAD ViRY SHARP T&HTH AND CUT THS SIRAP AND IOCK
MY TRAIL AND CAUGHT UP WITH US. SOMELIASS IT #OULD BE HALF A DAY BEFORE &
WOOLD CATCE US. AT A DOLLAR A SALE W& HAD THREE DOLLASS ASD MY DOG.

WELL, Wi ARRIVED A7 THE TAIL END OF T FIFTH DAY. AT UNCLE'S. SIERE
WAS NO FROST YET3 YET THE LiavesPRip st iPRuldPoF B8R svov Tiar nIGHT.
MANY SMALL AND VSRY TALL TREKS WERE BENT TO THE GHOUND WITH TIE WEIGH? OF
THE SNOW. OHE OF US BOYS WOULD GET OF THR DODY OF THE TREX NEAR THE T0P. Tils

OTHER BOYS WOULD BHAKE THi SNOW OFF AND UP THE TAEE WOULD CO WITH THE BOY O
1T, GREAT SPORI!
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This one top was the heaviest and lying on the ground. The men cut the top off,
leaving six rail cuts sizty-eix fest of red ela straight and threc and one half
fest in diameter &t the butt. We were %o split rails off this log. When the
tép vas cut off, the stump end was the heaviest. The top went up some twelve
feet in the air, n-mmuumglupxm-rootorux‘-.mumur
and about rmfatupfruthomd. mnmjutmmnghto-tmdmd
to pull the saw between the log and the 1limdb, My father thought it wasn't gafe
for me to stand between the two logs. We sawed the stump off. The top was
heavier and the stusp turned beak, My father stood watching the stump turn
back. The top end struck the ground and rolled over and caught him between

the butt of the log and the large limb across his breast. The men vorking nearby
logzing came running; but they could not get hand spikes between the logs next
to his body. In his last breath he called me. He wanted ze to help him,

The wise old ladies had Pother nearly worried to death by telling her I

¥+as sure next to go and here I am the last one of eight at that tive, I feel

nov as if I could stay fourteen years and one wocth yet, and as much longer

as I can see¢ other human beings except Hitler soving around, Oh, woll, he ian't
human inside even ir bé/{ reseubles a human outside.

Crandfather Stiger, Hother's father, came to tdchizan He solg everything
but & fev household goods and bundled us back to Onio, Grandmother passed away
a short time before Mother vent to housekeeping for him, 1 had an aunt a year

older and an uncle a Jear younier than 1. The four older children were scattered
azong uncles and aunts,

It wvas oy lot to be pPlacod with one of By Hother's brothers some time in
June. At some work § did a man's vork. Uncle sent me some fifteen hundred feet
down in a field to bind some ocats, There was an apple trec there with apples
getting ripe and there ¥as a hornet's neat in
into the nest with an old army revolver.

the tree., Uncle was shooting
He did not see that I was in range,
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Did’ I work for that German! - sometimes until 9100 pom.d He had a good ocon
d cg and when the corn was getting ripe cld Mammy Cocn would bring her half grown

bab ie s to the corn fields for a feast. Generally there would be five or six cf
t he m, We would watch for them. Once my uncle and two of ﬁis friends came for
8 coon hunt, It was way after dark before I finighed the day's tasks. They were
m.ring around vhile they were waiting fozj me and they found the hard cider bar-
rel, Itmhohuﬂtorthnuﬂmrlndlysurhd. The dog treed a ccon with
& 11t ter. On cur way to the tree = pole ocat Jumped up, Cne of the boys saw the
bus hy tail and thought it was & young coon, He ran and caught it, The skunk
let goinhis face s I had to hunt a dactér instead of cccns,

There wvas a big overgrown lummox sissy boy in our localit y, He would
Bever go out with us on our pranks, We insisted and insisted and told him he
¢ ould carry the lantern, We tock him s half a mile into the woods and found
a hollow tree and told him it was 2 ccon tree ., Ue gave him the lantern and
a club ¢ o ki1l the coon with, We were tc scout about and Yr, Coon would heed
f or home, Instead we made for bm;. He stayed half an hour and vhen he sav mo
coon and did not see or hear us, he suspected a trick and started for homo,
f eel ing saf e with the lantern, He wasn't avare that n earrying a lantern in ;
t'ho woods you will travel in a circle scme £ cur hundred yards in diameter, He
He walked { or en hcur and when he eould £ind no way cut he became frightened

A

dé
and be gan t o holler, H e made s cme noise] It was times for the roosters to z
erov and a farmer heard hir and led him cut safely,

A ghort time before I had ocecasion t o cross a forty acre tract of wocds
on a very dark night, Instead of going arcund on the road, I thoﬁght I could

™\
o WENA: VRSN -

¢ ut diagcnally thrcugh the wood s and  save walking , since I wvas familisr with °

t be wood s and had a lantern, After a while I knew I had walked far encugh to

be on the other side., I cane to a fance, howeve r, and not the kind cf fence

1 expected to find, T walked along the fence. I found that I was within ten

[

LN
o
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X I wvas Jjust past seventeen wvhen I hirad to an uncle tc loarn the earpenter's
trade. The first task was going intc the wocds and selecting trees of the proper

5 i1ze and length, Ue would take a tenfoot pole for a vertical measure, We weuld
measure the shadow cast to the base of the pcle and measure the shadow cast by

the tree we though was the proper sise and straight. By taking the mumber of
inches cast per foot it was easy to fig uwe the height. I was my uncle's assistant
in this and had my eyes and ears open and my mouth shut, I didn't want him to
think I was learning too fast, Here is where I learned to measure with my eyes,

II

A

We would next cut the tree down and score the bark off each upper corner: or

e

vhat would be the corne r when it was resdy for the bard, We would make a

n

¢ halk line on sach sid e for the size the finished timber is tc be,

Ve would t.ako' an ax and chop it in two, straight dewn ; and where the
tree vas large near the butt we would cut to near the line and split off jugles
s ome three f eetf/long. Then we would smoothe the sides with the broad ax

ceme=T I hnewa & Lasem

b lade . The ax had a long crroked handle, The cperator would stand on the

.o~

s 1de of the timber, | If 1t was too lov he would put one knee on sach side.

- Y

When this was finished he would turn the timber cver a quarter, use the chalk
l ine and proceed as before,

_m

When the timbers were all squared we would mark mortise and tencns
gorner brace s timbers pinned tcgether inch wooden pines, We bad to kmow how
mich drift to giv e the pins to hold the timbers tightly., To get foundation -

P T

suare meas ure one eight foot and the other six fest diagcmal to thane pcints
ten feat had to te for 2 square corner timbers all framed braces and rafters ¢
cut by the way. At that time we cut a mortise in rlate straight dewn some two
inches The rafter was cut to it the mortise. It was Irposs’hle to 1408 the
rafter out unless we 1i1fted the uppsr end first, Flov a g rcova in under side

cf plate tc receive upper end of siding, ¥We did not have to be nall drivers to

be wood butchers. We had to kncv how to place all cut nail because they were

S prmed pmr cremmn ere I eI eV E e B2 v dhmem e - LI r s - F
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I would call and ses my mother frequently. I had to wvalk on foot scwe
eight miles. white sugar was rather scarce and I would get into Mother's sug ar
bov 1 every time I came home, If she sav me coming she would hide it, She thought
she w ould break me of the habit, She filled the sugar bowl with nice white
salt and placed a spoon nearby and left a crack in the door sc she could ses me
8pit end sputte r. I walked in, sav the sugar bowl full and the spoon handy, I
,orened the cuptoard door, picked up the spoon and filled it with what 1 thought
wvas » ugar. I heard a slight giggle in the other rocm and put what I thought
vas 8 ug ar back in the bowl and walked away, lother wanted tc know why I didn't
take the sug ar, I told her thers was a gocd 1little fairy watching over me so

that no harm would ccze to me,

~ To even the score with Mother I gathered wild respberries for dimner,
I found a turkey ben on a dosen wggs way back in the field and knew Mother had
a ben sdtting on hen egg s, I said, Won't it be a surprise of Mother Hen

hatche s a dosen turkeys and the neighbor's turkey cowes home with a dosen
1ittle chickens?*

The only thing I did was to change the eggs. The old hem and Mother
knev the difference in the eggs. The hen scratched cut of her nest, ‘other
knev they were turkey eggs and found the turkey nest and changed ‘the eraes back
t he same day., There was no harn to either setting.

When I was seventee n ths United Bretharn Curch had a revival mmeting
t o get new members. The rreacher would tell us that if we did not ccme to the

rcurners’ bench and get religion the 0ld ‘devil with lcné horns would surely get

us, Mother asked me to come to the mournars! bench, 4 coupls of 0ld ladies

knslt beside me praying for me to cast the devil out, They ws singing, "Yield

Not to Temptationf Fcr Yielding is Sin",
and help sing®,

Some little voice sald, "Jir, nat up

I nevar could sing or carry & tune, I was ashared to get np and t-y

and be lsughed st, All through ny 1ife when tempted those words, "Yiald' Yot"

£ las bed to mind,
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the businsss end ef a weman, The eld maid gave him an amused seur frewn, The girls:
began te giggle and the beys began te haw haw His bluster and 1ffe gems, it finally
get threugh his thick head that he get the cart ghead ef the herse and he made a shet
for the deer, leaving his hat, tep ceat and beeks. He wame te where I was and stepped
and asked me te get his beeks, hat and ceat, That was the last we ever saw eof Miles
Van Allstine,

The teacher's nime was Miss Octavia Wheeleck, We beys ywed te call her the eld
hen with her fleck of chickers, Fething ef impertance happened, We just studied
our lessens and recited, I discevered the first week that I weuld have te quit geing
out with the beys and treating er quit scheel, I teld the beys abeut my shert finances
and sbeut the fact that I ceuldn't treat and that I therefers weuld net take a treat.

I weuld enly treat them as human beings, That was sixty-five years age and I haven't
breken that vew te this date and was enly ocalled dewn ence, A friend asked me te have
a drink, I refused, '

"Oh, yeu think yeu are tes geed te drink with me?"

I may have lest a few friends but I never missed thenm,

I learned ef & small tewn lesking fer a teacher, I arrived and was hired at
thirtx dellars a menth fer feur menths, At that time each tewnship was what a ward is 1
There was an elected trustee, He gave me a 1ist of questiens te amswer in writing,Whil:
at his hems eut in the ceuntry, If yeu answered seventy-five percent ef the questiens
cerrectly, ysu wers allewed te teach, I missed ene simple example: the sum of two rumb
equals five, Their difference is equal te ens half the lesser number,

when the three menth term clesed, I walked seven miles te my Uncle Sam's en
Saturday, I left there Sunday after dinner fer my scheel which was fifteen miles

avay, On the way I called te see a lady friend at 8300 p.me It began te snew and °

I d4id met care te ge eut inte the smew, I was in a warm reem with very goed cempary

and befere I knew it, I heard the cleck strike feur, It had quit snewing and I had’
nine miles te '
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mlnamwarutdnptd.thmpathbnkon. I wvaz the first te pass ever the
read and bad te got te the scheslheuss by 8100 a.m. #e unleck and start the firs,
wiich ¥as my duty, I had ne breakfast, I struggled enm the best I osuld and finally
arrived at 9:00 a,m, where the scheslhsuse had been, It had'buﬂ-d on Saturday
nl.ghtu:lthuomdl“nttqlk&outwutbo&ﬂm. It was said that I
wes afrald ef the big beys and girls and se I burned the scheelheuss dewn, I easily
proved where T was Saturdsy and Sunday, '

‘The scheelheuse was & half a mile eut of tewn, Ihoro was uuptybnﬂdin‘h
wm, twenty feet wide and thirty feet leng, Everyons got busy and by night we had
seats and desks fe= the zmixty«feur schelars ard the teacher and a big bex steve
ready fer the scheeol bell the next merning, _

B y helping with the saw and hammer and being Jelly I made friends with yeung and
cld, especially these of my age, T here were sixty«four frem five te twenty te teach,
There were ns grades ab that time, We had class in ABC, primer, first, secend, feurth,
and f:l.!th readers, There wers tws classes I hadn't studieds algebra and physieal ge-
egraphy, By sudying evenings I kept ahead of the class, Everything went well, The
£irst three weeks there were four beys and two girls elder than Iand thres ef the beys
weighed 175 te 200 peunds while I enly weighed 145 pounds,

Thers were twe factions in the system, One had been teaching fer yesars and the
ether factien becans tee mumereus and hired me, I knew mething ef this until the end
of the first menth, There was 2 spsiled young man whe was the enly sen sf a railread
exginser, This yeung man was panitted to de as he pleased and he always pleased be
<isplease sthers, He was en the mimerity side and began taliing aleud in his seat,

I teld Lim iV wes against the rules and that the sther schelars ssuld met study their
lessers, He Jusi kept en talking, I teld him it was tes mnear clesing tims te atterd te
him and dismissed him and teld him te leave the reem and I weuld settle with him the

next merning. He lingered eutside until scheel was dismissed and came irside te ask
Bs te
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ge heme with him, I accepted his invitatisn, His heme was abeut tws miles eut in
the osuntry, Nething was sald abeut the scheel, He intreduced me te his mether,

His father was mt at hems., We passed a pleasant evening uwhile he was deing his
cheres , As hls mother was getting breakfast I was sut in the erchard getting -

geed apple spreuts fer switches, We walked te scheel tegsther, He carried the luch
and I carried the switches, We chatted but nsither of us referred te the day befere,
After schesl began I asked him te step ferward and he did se like a mn, I teld him
he refused te step talking when I kindly asked him te do se and I weuld have te purdsh
Rim, I had hin turn and I hid his beek, I gave him tie cuts with a feur feet gad,

I €14 net bear dewn tes heavily en the gad er give tee mch speed te it, There was

ne mere treuble with any ef the schelarsj but his father raised sand, There was srnew
over the sand se I guess he kicked up snew and tried te hm me arrested, As I hadn®t
vielated any law he failed, He werked on the scheel beard, Te save treuble and ex-
pense the beard asked me te resign at the end eof feur rmenths, As I had a pesitien
which effered more pay and beard I resigned,

During March April and May of 1878 Y went back te the sld hen and her chickens
for three menths and back te the same besrding place, I teek care of the cew, the
lamn, and the garden fer bsard and rosm, Nething ef impertance happened,

When schssl clesed I tesk 2 netisn that I wanted te see my mother and the nst
of the family; so I went back te Ohis during harvest tims, There were always plenty
of jebs at deuble wages during harvest time, I called en my bad eld man Dess, (I
forget te say that befecre I lift Michigan I wandsred up inte the pinoy weseds sems
six miles merth ef Muirs and engaged ts teach in a smal) scheol in 2 small leg scheel
house the ceming winter,

014 PBess was glad te have me help him harvest haying and thrashing, I feund a
very preotty plmp girl working there, a girl I had kmewn feor six years, She was feur

years my junier, She was nearly elghteen and I was nsarly twenty-twe,
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We decided te get married. I knew I ceuld make a geod living for myselfs but I

never theught the expenses would be double. I teld her I had seventy-five dellars,
®Oh, well", she answered, "I have worked since I was ten years old and haven't for=
getten hew", was her answer,

I wasn't 1ike the fellew whe said he could make a half a living and it was a
pni' weman whe ceuld net make the ether half er the fellew whe said they weuld live
en bread and water, He weuld let his wife furnish the bread and he weuld hustle
areund fer the water, This same man said he never stayed heme en celd rainy days
as it made him feel se bad te see his wife eut in the celd rain chepping weed,

Since we had werked at the same place fer six menths I knew she was a geod ceek
and net afraid ef werk,

We were married early in August, 1878 and left the same day fer Muire, !tichigan,
This was seme tws hundred miles from heme and nsar where I expected to teach, Neither
of us knew a seul in town er that lecality, As te worldly geods I had thirty dellars
in geod cash, a twenty dellar watch, ene geod suit with a tép coat, twe suits ef
werk duds and underwear, ify wife was mo better supplied, /s rented a furnished reem
for a week te be paid for when I get the money, I get a job in a saw mill the same
day, starting the next morning, I bargained feor a ceek stove and necessary cooking
utensils, ' I left my watch as part security and a thirtyefive dellar bill trust en

balance, I used the cash te buy bedding, My wife made bed tick and pillows, I

asked a farmer fer straw,

"He said, ™There is the stack, Help yourself, "

Ve rented & small house en pay when yeu can and got some scrap lumber and nailed
up a bedstead, a table, and twe chairs in the evenings, With my wife's help the
house was ready, By the meise I think all the degs in tewn saw me coming down the
read with the full straw bed en my back = and my wife with the pillows made from
straw - abeut 9:00 p,m. in the meonshine, Peeple came sut to see what the dogs

were barking at, In a week we were ready fer housekeeping,
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We were just married and very busy making a nest te crawl inmte, I neglected te
?alk esut te leek after my scheel until the latter part ef September., Since there
was ne werd frem me and I was a stranger, amether teacher was hired., This ended
my career as a pedagegue, I did net shed any crecedile tears, As a teacher I
earnsed $1,50 a day five days a week, As a mill laberer I earned $1.75 a day six
days a week frem 6300 a.m. te 6 pom, imstead of 9:00 a.m. te L pom. T did et
care fer the lenger heurs but I‘méded the meney, B y living clese I weuld buy

a heg head which weighed thirty er ferty peunds, Fer thirty cents I ceuld buy
Plenty of heg lard, Heg head cheese was cheap and we had cern meal and baked sur
ewn bread, We lived ﬁll but net fancily, We seen paid eur debts and beught geed

but net fancy furniture,

We had very geed neighbers whe helped us a let, We were te pay six dellars
a menth, T

The land lerd said, "Yeu seem te be a very geed yeung man trying te get a
start, Te help yeu I'll threw eff half the rent,"

fThank yeu, but I nsver let anyene be mere liberal than I; se I'11 threw . ‘
off the ether half,m

He leeked at me and had an amused smile en his face and finally said, "Alright, -
en past due rent,™

The mill ewner where I werked had a very large farm, At harvest time he weuld
clese the mill and the lumbering werk and all hands had te werk en the farm, The
lumber jacks, the men in the weeds whe seldem had te be eutclasses as a reugh set
of men, teek me fer a city dude because I wasn't surburned, One rainy merning the
men were all gathered areund the hersebarn, There was a big gray team I later
learned was called the mankiller, It weuld take twe er three men te harness them
and hitch them te a wapen, Each man weuld have a peed big club, The had planned

te have seme spert with a greenhern,

The fereman said, ™Hill, yeu can harness and hitch that gray team te the wagen,"

I leeked at the team and saw they were eld ensugh te be well breken, I wasn't the
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te the wagon and hitched them up, By being easy and talking te them in a seething
gentle tens, they were surpried and when I sheed no fear the horses were very gen=
tle. I got a let of praise and hand clapping as this was the first time the team
was ever harnessed and hitched by ene man, The lumber bully waated te knew what
I did te the herses, I teld him the enly thing I did was te treat them as herses
sheuld be treated and that I did net shew fear around them,( WBP?8B€QRA?2758 :2PPR2R727
Ve 2296 7940 70948 762 7816 29208 72284762 70IRELRD)
"Yeu krew, I am the bully ef the camp, Hain't yeu afraid ef me?"

~ Whhy sheuld I be? We ars beth made ef the same kind of material, Why sheuld
we fear ens anether? |

He said, "I hate them cewards, fawning around me as if I was geing te eat them =
afraid te talk te me, It makes my bleed beil te see the cewards, It isn't my fault
I am heavy with a streng frame and quick,™

At this time I saw the young man I whipped at scheel, I asked him why he asked
me te ge heme with him the evening we had treuble,

"o te give ysou a pair ef black eyes,™

"Why didn't yeu try it?®, I asked,

"Darn it, yeu wasn't afraid as all ef the teachers and everybody was afraid
of me and let me do as I pleased"= and bding much heavier and strenger than 1I was,
he became afraid of me because I shewed me fear and let me ge witheut black eyes,

B y keepling my eyss and ears epen I learned te be certain in my mind that
everything I de can be a;ccomplished and that I can de it = ang that if any deubt
about this arises, it must be put eut of the mind, If you hitch a team to a lead
and are certain that they can't meve it, &hey won't; but if the lead is net tee
heavy and yeu are certain the team can meve it; they can,

De not yell, curse er whip, There are more balky drivers than herses, I had

learned never teo be afraid yeu can't de this er that, Do the best yeu can in any-

thing yeu u:;dartakq. Aways try te de the mest with lhe least amount of energy ex-

erted has been my hebby threush life,
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During the lattor part ef Hay, 1879, a little girl came and insisted en staying
with us. In 1879 the timber was all sawed eut; se the mill meved te Fife Lake,
Michigan, We meved, tee, in February ef 188l. I werked in the tail end ef the
mill and any lumber less than twelve feet went inte a pit and was burned, I get
permissien te have any pieces I ceuld use., I seen had ensugh te build a small
heuse, Werking frem midnight te nsen gave me ample time te build my heuse all
frem scrap lumber, even the reef and the fleer, Yy wife made a rag carpet te
cever the unplained fleer, I seld a rumber of leads te farmers at a dellar a lead.
I squatted my heuse en the rail read land, There was ne rent and ne taxes te pay;
but I ate breakfast at 11:30 pem.j lunch, at 3300 a.m.; was heme A#{{ at 6100 a.m,:
lunch, at 9:00 a.m.j dimer, at meen, I werked in the garden er areund the heuse
or picked berries until 5300 p.m,; had a light meal and wnt te bed,

One day while I was leeking fer berries I ran ents twe YFZ¥d cub bears, Sinc
I enly hadva ten quart bucket and my legs te defend myself frem Mether Bear, I
tried my legs first, There were enly bridle paths threugh the berry bushes,

We truned up tee much new seil, !y wife get the ague chills every day and wa:
gotting a 1ittle hemesick in the fali of 1881, We had te sell sut and ge back
te Ohie, It was just cern shucking time and the wages were a dellar a day
with rainy days eut, This made a peer living for the three of us, I estinated
that LL/{SWV/d0e MURREL /91 /¢4 P/ 18 at the price of cern it eek ens bushel of
cern eut of every eight te pay the wages, I shewed my fipures te the farnmer,

"Alright, ge ahead, I will give yeu ene in eight."

Instead ef geing te werk at 7:30 and quiting in ample time te get home
befere sundewn I weuld be eut eften at 3:00 a.m, and stay as leng as I csuld
see and made every meve ceunt, Instead of a dellar a day I made twe te twoe
and=a<half that winter, I cut cerd weed at fifty cents a cerd. The pieces
were eight feet leng and four fest high with ne pleces larger than five inches,
in diameter or smaller than three inches, I 8plit a theusand rails at a dellar

& hundred, I asked the farmer whers te cut trees and he said, ™Oh, pick yeur
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years with tixber with eyes epen, I knew mers abeut timber then I did at my

first rail splitting jeb. I picked my trees and cut them in elsven fest 1 ngths

and split ens theusand rails in three days, werking frem 6:00 a.m. te 6 pem,

with ene heur off at neen, I called en the eli farmer te cellect. He said that

ten dellars in three dsys was tee much and that J, Dee weuld have split them fer

a dellar a day, I asked hew lerg it weuld take J. te split ene theusand rails, He

said it weuld take him a full weskj but that he did net think I knew hew te select

the trees that were easy te split and the best size te split and He theught I weuld
take amy tree mearby imstead of picking the best trees in the weds of seme ferty acres,

‘ In the spring ef 1882 I built a few small buildings and a beard fence fer

farmers, I did net fellew the hard beiled rule ef setting pests with the teps un=-

even and nail the bettem beard first the same diftance frem the surface regardless

of hew umeven it was, I made three stakes with cress arms and placed the stakes

in a straight 1ine where I wanted the tep of the fence, I dug heles and set the

pests in 1ine and the teps ef the pests in line of cress ams, I nailed the tep

beard first te the t.op'of the pest and made heeks ef heavy wire with ers inch

bent at a rght argle and the pu‘t the reper length fer space between the beards

for a four feet fence, Six inch beards space bettem up first = 2,3,5 and six

4nches fer secend beard, I placed the heek en the tep beard te held ems in place

while nailing the ether, This made a mice even straight fence, Threugh building
beard fence by the panel,

The farmers had just begun te tile drain, B lind ditches = clay plpes
twe and ene half, three, feur, five, six, eight, ten and twelve inches in dianmeter
and a feet leng, These were placed in trenches twe te feur feet in dopth and the

trench was refilled with seil remeved in diggirg the trench, Here 1s whers the blind

ditching cemes in, A ditch ysu can see, Mest of these drains wers a hundred feet
apart in heavy clay and fifty feet apart in very pereus 801l and 150 ts 2CO feest

apart in parallel lines,
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Twe Irishmen came frem New York state whers they had been tilimgeeveral years,
They wers. naking twe and eme half te three dellars a day deing jeb werk by the red,
(sixteen and ens half feet), The price depended upen the depth,

I werked for a farmer by the name ef Willian Verhies, I mentisn his name be-
cause he insisted that I learn the tiling trade as we called it, He knew I did a let
of different types of werk and he said, ®Jim, why den't ysu learn tilingﬁ Here you
are deing cemmen farnm werk part of yeur time at a dellar a day and them Irishmen oeme
in here and make three dellars a dsy. Yeu are awful handy at everything I put yeu
at and knevw you will luko & goed ditcher, Ge ever and see hew they de 1t,"

I steyed all afterneen as these Pipes had te be en grade because the lew places weul:
£111 in and step the drainage; ss we did all eur tiling where there wus water in the seil,
The grade dependsd en the f/JF land, whether er mst thers was 1ittle er mach slepe,
The grade had te be cut se the watsr weuld all run sut ef the trench, The werkers

were naing what we weuld call a paddy shevel. This was ten inches leng and ten inches
wlde with a handle abeut twenty-eight inches wiff leng. It was necessary te ge ever
the trench feur times, There were feur spadings, A ditch thirty inches deep was
cuts, Al each spading the lsose dirt had te be cleaned esut, At the last spading
there was always water in the ditch, The werkers would tramp the bettem up, It
was a jeb te get a perfect grade, The trench was ten inches wide and dirt had te
be packed en each side te keep the tile in place, The trench was fiftesn inches
wide at the tep and ten inches wide at the bettem, The sides of the trench were
dressed straight and smeeth,

The next merning I was given a paddy shevel and started where a tile drain was
wanted, At neon I tesk the shovel with me and Ff{d teld the man wie had hired me
that he ceuld dig his ewn ditches = that there was me Irish in me - enly Dutch, I
teld him there was toe much unnscessary work cutting a ditch a feet wide fer a threse

inch tile,

"I think yeu are right,® replieé the man, ®Let's go te Tiffin,®
We were in every hardware stere in the city, We found a narrew spade with
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Thohporthcapdnmm', twe inches at the peint and three inches at
- the tep. We beught a duck bi11 Spade five inches in with fifteen inches leng
and a little eval te give it strength and a sceep, We beught a tile hes with
an eval sceep twelve imhn lerg at right angle te the handle,

We cut the first speding eight inches wide and fifteen inches deep and re-
moved the leese dirt with the hm-hqﬂlcd marrew shevel, We dug the last
spading just wide emsugh fer the tile, The majerity ef the tile was thres inches
in diameter, and tee near grade Every five feet we get out sf the ditch and
Plcked up the sceep and stesd astride the ditch and remeved the leese dirt and
out te grade with the sceep, This was less than a quarter of the laber it
teek te cut a narrew ditch te grade and we did net have to get inte the bettenm
¢f the ditch te mess it up, Since it was Just wide emough the tiles weuld stay
in place,

The farmers theught that five er six dellars a day was tee much meney;

8o I cut the price per red in half and made mere meney than the Irish, by
deing a better jeb with half t.ho laber, Here is where the Dutch beet the
Irish,

This was my first inventien, - or rather, imprevement., I did met fancy
erawling in and eut ef ditches, I gathered old cress cut saws and teek them
te 2 handy blacksmith and had lcnpa,/‘tix:e hees made for each si.e of tile te
eight inches. I had a hanile eight feet leng attached te the sceep with a
shank in the back ef the center ef the handle at a quarter angle, forty-five
degrees te scoep, I wwuld digz seme five feet, Then I wouls pick up the sceep
and remeve the leese dirt sut of the ditch te grade it with the sceep,

Semeene smarter than I made a spade Just fer sutting ditches feor drain
tile, The spade was eighteen inches leng and feur inches wide at the peint
and five inches wide at the tep of the reunded peint, It was eval te give it
strength, Tt was ekay as leng ac we had water to carry sur grade, I had mere
work effered te me than I eceuld de and since we boarded and bunked with a farmer
the 1imit t» my crew was thres men and a boss, This was all mest farmers ceuld

take care of and there was me way te ge but te walk , There were me sutes in
1882, I wanted te do all the tiling as we called placing the drain tile,
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I knew that a dradn tile placed en a grade that was enly ebtainsd threugh

guessing weuld net last leng, I just had te find seme way te carry a grade,

'T beught a Gurley Y Level, and paid seventy-five dellars fer it. The talk
was that Jim beught & levelwitheut knewing a thing abeut surveying er ever
being eut with a surveyer; and that he surely liked te squander his meney,

said,®
My fried Verhies/let Jim alene, He will ceme eut en tep.®

The surface had mere slepe te the upper half; se I had te make twe grades,
T teek my bench marks and ger paper and pencil and sat dewn in a fence cerner
end want te werk te find hew deep te drive each stake se that the teps weuld
be en grade er the same distance each,

I put ens stake pearer the center e¢f the hitth (earth) and then the pre-
ceeding ens geing dewn hill, After sudying and figuring fer three heurs I
£insllly get it threugh my thick head, I set the stakes en a gra.de/:fc:etchod
e 1ine ever nails en stakes, I made x gage with my arm at a right angle te
teuch the line at the side ef the ditch with a leng handle, It was net neces-
sary te got eut of the ditch te use the gage,

This was very satisfactery, Tee much time had been taken placing the |
grade line, It was very easy in hard dry dirt te lean the gage ever te teuch
the grade lime, Degs and farm animals and semetimes the men weuld tear the

1ine dewn, Stake lines and gages were a let eof extra equipment,

grade
T did et like the idea of wasting se much time setting the/gdd¢ line.

One day my little fairy whispered, "Why den't yeu set ysur grqde everheqdg"

I made half a dezen stakes ene and a quarter by ens and a quarter inches
by five feet, The cress arms were enc half by three by thirty inches, One half
the arm was painted whitejand the ether half, red, There wes a level in each
cress arm, The armg were clampsd te the stakes alternately, I placed the level

ever the sutlet te carry & seven feet grade; i,e,, seven feet frem the bettem of

the ditch I set the level/dfFgy/f¢L center, Seven feet abeve the bettem ef the
ditch fer a twe feet deep ditch I placed a cress arm five feet abeve the surface

#ﬁ( the space between where the level shews and the tep ef the cress is the
fall the ditch has
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raised feruard end ef the tube em level se that the cress arm en the upper end ed the
ditch; i,0,, tep sdge: ether stakes, Uis te the length ef the ditch were set in lire

cress arms em grade with lavel all ff¥¢yy¥/ creas arms saven feet te where the befiten

of the ditch was te be., I cut a little metch in the handle ef the sceep/ and the til

hee, The distance frem the tep ef the cress arm te the bettem ef the ditch, in this

case seven feet frem the bettem ef the tile hee, The last spading wes generally any-

where frem twelve te eighteen inches ia depth. It was cut er dig, whichever was
meferred, for seme five feet, Then yeu weuld pick up the sceep and remeve leese
dirt and place the sceep erect and place yeur thumb nail in the netch inm the handle,
sight ever yeur thumb te the grade arms, This weuld shew yeu whether yeu are deep
ensugh er tn deep, With a littlo care and practice a ditch ceuld be cut en & por-
fect grade, Thers was ne figuringperThe stake set the line in the way and sagg((/#;
There was very little lest time because yeu ceuld set the grade frem the upperend as

well as the lewer, I preferresd te werk dewnhill, This was much sasier fer me,

L/ 44 /RAYE/ DAL/ A dohd [ AYVIR/ /91 ALY/ LA/ ANT / |
This same msthed ef grading is still being used (in 1942) en the Buckeye Tractis

Ditcher, Seme 7000 ef thess are seld in the United States and three hundred in fere

. in the werld
ceuntries, All use this methid ef carrying a grade, I was the first/te use this

methed as far as I can learn,

My fams as an expert tiler(as the man whe buried drain tile was called) spread
far and wide, In 1894 the state ef Ohie beught a largs farm at Weester,Ohie, T wac
sent fer te geme and cut the ditches fer the tile with ene ef my ditching machines,
The first merning the state's eld civil engineer came eut with three men and a let
of stakes snd started te set stakes every twenty-five feet and the depth te cut at
each stake, I teld him kindly that I didn't have time te set my grade arms at
each ef his stakes and all I wanted te knew was the depth ef each end ef the ditch
and if the same grade full length and depth at breksn grade, He remarked, 91

den't see hew in heck yeu can cut a ditch te grade if yeu de net knew the depth
at a1l
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peints, This ditch iz twe te three feet at differsnt places.”

I said, "Let me have my way and if the ditch isn't cut te grade full length
it wen't cest yeu a pemmy,”

»

WWell, ge ahead, but let me chack en it befere yeu dig any mere.”

When he finished he came with paper depth at each stake perfect,
' o " He
I shewad him hew te set his level elevated te grade, Z had a man with a

measuring staff pass ever the ditch at every five feet, He set the staff in the

ditch and feund it perfect. The eld gent said, "Here I went threugh cellege and

sjudied surveying twe years and yeu ceme aleng never having been in cellege eor
studied surveying and shew ms hew I can save nearly three thirds ef the time and
laber in mapping a tile drainage system, Where did yeu learn this?"

I peinted te my head,

"Ne wender yeu ceuld invent and build a psrfect ditching machins/ frem hkll
geing up hill te making maps 8ix years ahead ef tinme,

I used te make maps of farms I tiled, giving ths depth at all peints and le-
cating drains en a scale gensrally ene inch per ene hundred feet,

The last time I was in Ohie I oianimd seme of the drains I placed and tiled
in 1882, I feund them in perfect werking cenditien after fifty-six ysars en duty,
I paid pe attentien te the length ef the day as I was werking by the time red, by
the jeb and met by the day, I call te mind ene place feur miles frem heme, My
wife was afraid te stay alons.#lIhad te walk te and frem every day and weuld
get there befers eld Selimen stuck his head up where I ceuld see it, ate break-
fast and was eut in the ditch befers eld sel get ten fset sbeve the esabth, At
least that was the way he leeked, In the latter part ef May the days were rather
long. I weuld step leng emeugh at meon te eat and weuld have s upper at five,
Then I weuld ge back te werk as leng as I ceuld see and then ge heme,

Ons warm

evening I was very tired and sat dewn by the wayside, At 1:00 a,m, I was not heme

and my wife made the babies safe and started eut te loek for me, Twe miles frem
home she found me sound aslsep, We feund the babies ekay,

A farmer wanted te plant corn in his field and wanted it tiled first, I
wanted te
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keep oeut ef his way with the tile, It was getting; late in the season and I

had mo help, The greund w:s frezen tee hard te ditch in winter, Je eften had

. places where we had te ge six er eight er ten feet deep, I .id this deep ditch-
ing in winter by cutting the ditch seme twe [est leep in ~3rl;” fall, It weuld
net freeze hard emsugh to stop work and deun in the Jitch T was eut ef the celd

wind,

This was not as nice as it would lock, The frost would draw the meisture
eut and freeze en the sides of the fitch, The warm sun weuld thaw the ice and

make the sides of the ditch a plaster of rwud, Since the 2itch was just wide

emsugh te get in flat ways, my pants and shirt wsuld hacome FI{ ceateé with mud,
Old 8el weuld hide himsslf and the ice ran come osut and frea=za the mud en my

pants, Many a time T had to thaw them bafere T cenld rat them off,
That was unpleasant but net #dangereus as it was when T cut threugh a hill,
I sheuld have krown better thin te set a 1ill tr;rin~ t» ent threarh a hill,

It was anly fitfty feet acress but T had to dig twelwe feet demn ta draip a nend

for fearef cavinz, I woule place a tile as soon as the ditch was ready, Abeut

half way acress I was in the bobtom of the Aitch placine a nipaftile, T neticed
a gravel fall and turned ar’ ran, I r»t out 211 bt my feet, T pness thay were

tee slew er tc» large, Anwsy, they o' caupht to my knees in the cave and they

has te dir me cut, T stood my rreund, T dhdf 1A /¥df/ sure wenld have been a
Faner, Oh, ne, I did nat pive up, T had the farmer set lumber and T curbed
the sitch ansd finishcd it and placed tile all tne way ane draine¢ the pens,
Thres ether men at Rifferant times tried tm drain this nend and stated that it
ceuld neh he dArained acress that ridre as it was underlaid with pravel and the

ditch would nat stay enen te nlace the tile,

It was my hebby te de things that were considered impescible te <o ani te de
them with the lauct ener~v ~xarted far the work te be accomplished, 1 never gave
up. There is an el4 saviprg: where there is a will there is a way, If there

wasn't, I weuld hunt fer a way ard never give up unless I had tee
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Our eldest daughter was a regular chatterbex when she was small, Yeu
knew that a persen whe talks a let has te say semething, We just meved inte a

"mew lecality and the first day ef scheel the teacher said, Well, little girl,
hew eld are yeu?™

"Ferty”,

"You aren't forty,"

"Yes, I an,”

*Deesn't your mether kmew how old ysu aret™

"He, Mana deesn't krew - enly Papa amd Grandma were there when I was bern,"

A fow dxys later she teld us that a man stayed at scheel with a big bird
that weuld sing the nicest sengs and let the children ride en its back, It weuld
flep its wings but ceuldn't fly, We were wendering what kind ef a bird it was,

I said, "Hew did it sing™

"iWee) Haw wee hawi®

At that time it was the custem im Nerthern Ohis fer an eld hen frem the
eold ceuntry te pass threugh the ceuntry with a denkey and a feww trinkets te
sell at the stere, It weuld step at the schesls and give the little felks a riie,

After werking in f)f{f mud water and hard pan and stens tiling fer seven years

in my eld days/,
I bezan te fesl as if I wanted te rest free frem pain/ I weuld have te quit

ditching by hand., There was a ditching plew en the market drawn by feur herses

cutting ene te three inches in depth at a passage ditch eight inches in width,
I was pessible enly te guess at the grade, Uhere it lesked lew you weuld threw
the plew up and just pass empty, The machine was a wheel feur fest in diameter

with eight inch face cups a feet apart which ferced eut the surface bg & calm
extending frem the bettem te the tep where the cups are ferced back leaving

the tep smeethe, A statienary sceep weuld step the dirt and deliver it en the
side of the ditch and en the surface the herses tramping te and fre turning at
ends/ tThe dirt en each side ef the ditch , It was very inconvenient te get near
the ditch te grade it and te make a bed fer the tile, It was very unsatisfactsry,
It teek a great deal ef time te fesd and care for feur herses,

In dry times I had te haul water te seften the wettem of the ditch se we
ceuld cut it te grade by hand,
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An eld black smith Jake Omwakse had been trying te build a ditching machine

for several years, He never did any ditching and had ne idea what the machine
‘ weuld be up against, It wasnit like cutting green cheese, mewing grain er pass-
ing a saw threugh a leg, We weuld find reets, arumps, legs, stenss, reck and
hard pan, sand, stioky clay and gusbe/ :

uried in the seil, Muthold.ndofunth;tmllockangonmd

on the highway, Aleng the Misseuri River in eastern Nebraska is the enly place
in the United States I get stuck, I never g;t @ machine te handle this gumbe te
suit me,

A prefeaser at scheel learned what I wuas deing in tiling and the reputatien
T had at making geed at anything I did,, He lived near Mr, Omwake, The prefesser
theugh the machine ocsuld be made te werk; se he beught the/;}:tbrapthn frem Omwake
and made a verbal bargain with his brether, whe was a carpenter, and ms, We were
te share alike the meney; I, the brairs and brawn, We had the Junk hauled near a
machine shep in Tiffin, Ohie,

His brether Charlie did mest ef the work, I did the planning and headwerk,
Neither ef us had ever werked in iren; se we hired that part mede iu a machine
shep and beught an engine and beiler = a little six herse power vertical engine
that weuld kesp the machine Jumping centimeusly, The machine was meunted en
feur whesls, There was an excavating wheel in the center and a deuble axle at
the rear end te extendtthe wagen wheel beyend the spéil bank when at werk, These
wers Omwake's plans, We finally got the machire te work after a fashien amd the
prefesser feuni a bwer/pmr:vided one eighth interest in the right te mamfacturs,
T he machines went with it, Charlis and I received ene fifty per ten heur's
for eur werk and a premise of ene third interest in the rights te build the machins,

It worked fairly well in loese seil cutting the ditch at ene passage te any
depth up te ferty=twe inches and was prepelled with a repe anchered and weund en

a reel on the machine, using a team of h rses te meve from ditch te ditch and read,
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At this time (1888) Bewling Green was a beeming eil tewn ef seme geed 6000
- lesking fer facteries. A machins shep {rem eastern Ohis meved in leeking fer

' senething te mamufacture, saw the ditcher and maede a deal with the prefesser fer
rights, He seld eut his rights and his brether's rights and my rights and the
farmer's rights, We had D8 papers - enly his premise, ‘rhin was ns geed,

One machine was built, I eperated it several menths with my twe beys,.

The machine was built tee lightly. There was me way te oarry an accurate grads,
There were many break dewns, Ons ef the beys did the firing., The othdr hauled
water and wed with a ene herse wagen with a water tank en the wagen, The bey
weuld drive in the w ater and f111 the tank with a bucket, He found that by
geing farther eut in the river the water was much deeper, He theught, Oh,
shucks! I'll drive inte desp water and let the water fun inte the tep ef the
tank, The tank fleated off and dewnstream, He had te ceme and get me te get
the tank 4in place,

We used te take the tank off and place beards en the wagen te ride heme en
the week end (seme ten miles), ~We had a leng ten inch beard and a shert ens en
the wagen, I sat en the ferward end te drive and the beys sat en the rear end
beyend the axle teetering, I leeked back and saw they were asleep, I theught
it weuld be great spert te rell en the ether beard and leil my end ge up and let
them rell inte the read, I got te laughing at the surprise they wuld get, I
relled against the wagen wheel and had my ear scraped with spekes in the wheel
befers I csuld quit laughing and step the herse, The laugh was en me,

In 1869 I get & metien in my head that I could build a ditching machine;
but my family had grewn te six with my mether=in<law and sister-in-law as newe
cenm-rs with nething ahead for a rainy day and rent te pay and little fellews te
keep in scheel, I knew pething aiuut mechanical drawing, I had all my plars fer
the machine in my head, The pattern was after ne ene's, I was mot to fellow;

but, te lead. I alse knew that net having the where—with, me ene would do the

werk, as the plans were in
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my head, ﬂldIb«nabhtonhorhauudobhommcmuuldhmpau
. attentien te them. I weuld have besn censidered a hay seed tryirg te explain seme-
tu.ngIdun'tknwmuuabmt,nchumir-nu'mm-b,ho:

mmmmu-yhodbunhntm,-usthutthq-nf

%
getting me rattled, I had made geed at axything I had ever undertaken except g,‘
\\

schellteaching, I sald, "Jim, why den't yeu quit ditching in wikter and get a }
\
waran jeb in a machine shep?* A

I kmew that 4f I ever got a ditching mchine, I wuld have te build it myself}
The enly thing Iknwnbont.tuaondm was what I learmnsd in six menths onM \
herse pewer baby, 3
The fall ef 1889 I applied for a jeb te keep up steam in a small machine shep
that did all kirds ef repair werk, There wes a forty herse pewer beiler and en-
gine, Bet but little pewer te run alqw meving iren nqhimryz lathes, planers,
drill press, shaper and thread cutter, There were machimes fer enly three machinmist
The steam weuld vary frem ferty te ene hundred peunds and was fired with matural
gas, The enly time it required pewsr was when we teek the heat off3 1,e,, melied 5
iren te peur inte mslds, The blast fan had te turn at a very high speed and wuld-!
take off heat twe tines 2 wesk, It tesk three heurs te take eff the heat. :
It was my duty te have the steam up by 7:00 a,m, and keep it up until 6:00 p.n.
We weuld blew the whistle feur times a day ﬂ open and clese and keep the shep \ )
clean, Xhis went en six days a week for fifty-twe weeks a year, .,’\}'\
One of the dewncast partners, the effice man, had sems of his friends call ‘
frem dewn East shewing them hew nice natural gaz was, We had a big bex steve f’
te heat the shep, 4 ene inch by three feet Pipe full ef small heles was placed
in the steve and cemnected te a gas main lins, He walked back to the steve and
toroed en the gas, 1lit a plece of paper, epenod the steve deer and threw the burnin
peper in, Puff) The steve scattered ever the shep, Ne ene was hurt but we were

all badly frightened., He said he weuld let me de the shewing off the next tims,



BOE 50 1241942
NlqutllH.mlbonttb;ubm, iju‘huhnuﬂlvm.r

Im-hmtholmutluomuth.suncxemthatitmhrmuth.
nqplypipinthoultubmmdthuummumuutornth
2 heles, Innldlomanﬂ.lﬁntompmboucnn. One celd merxing I
buﬂthﬁroontltouoﬂotthbnrm. lomhahﬂylopudthomm«
d-multnrndntntﬂomm I stack my head in the deer, ruchodh,u
bnmdthcb]momnthvhﬂ Ihdn'tnwwamt:uhummuh
the back part of the arch, nmghttmnﬂmnthnbigbhn It did mt
1SVeR give me & chance te see 1% cexing - = let aloms got sut of its way, My mustach
q-ﬁ:n\-,cnihlhuanihourbolwwupmmburmammvfmbm-j
tered, l'hu'ouunhaimorthuhunuhuhichthnwubnkamﬁnfut
sgainst the building, ¥e harm was deme te the beiler er the furnace,

I pulled for the patiera reem and sneared linseed oil ever my face and ny
neck and then put a ceat ef fleur efer the eil, I went back te the engime reem
and had ths steam up en time, I stayed at werk all day with my face smeared up,
The next day I did the same, I had my wife clean me the svening ef ths secend
day and had me scars orblist‘cr-.'

There were three machintsts whe started at the sams time at twe-Lifty a day,

o i g et e hemmanlT
g . B

In twe years they were still getting twm-fifty a day while I, a farm lubber, was

malkcing three dellars a day fer the same kind ef werk,

They were trying te get in the mest pessidble time en any piece of work and
watched the cleck, X was always trying te de the mest ameunt ef werk with the
least mmeunt of emergy exerted, If I had a Piece in a lathe eor any machine re-
Quiring ten mirutes te fimish, I weuld finish 1%t even if the whistle blew,

The first year when I enly had steam te keop up and the shep te keep in
repair, I had plemy of idle time, If any machine was empty, I was in it with
semething, I watched hew they weuld set teels in lathes and the size of cuts te
take and spent lets ef time in the pattern department and tempering teels and

welding, I kept my eyes and ears epen and my meuth shut when abeut the shep and

- v Yew - El -
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As I stated, IMUW“IGM“UMJ&MC‘
feelish questisns, The pattarn maksr get a rush jed snd asked ne te help him,
/Thare we a
7% castirg was tws feet leng and he teld me to make ens 1like it erly a quarter

of an inmch lerger, xm.wammmpzmhmmmmuur/
I guess t0 give the beys 1n the machine shep sems werk.”

“Ch, you dumbhesd] Den'® you kmev casting shrirks ens eighth of an inch
por DoeAT™

Amsther peinkt was stered awmy,

¥hen I was sertain I ceuld de all the werk te build a ditching that weuld de

better; Lc.,mmumtuuwm;mxm-wuwmm
the wheels in ;y head bethered me in my sl eep,

I called en the marager ard stated what I was up te, lis aild, "Lat ne sse
your drawings er blue prints,”

Im,momwutuwmmmtbonmmw,
as they are all ceeped up in my head,™

Fe asked, Mihat de you want?™

" = yoa te furnish the material te build a tractisn dltching machine =
ard the uds ef aiyy machire in the shep wien it in idls, I shall mo% irtarfer
with your men en their werk er with the machims in use, ¥ (CUNTDUK PARAGHAMH)

Ths boiler (This was in 1091 and befere any metor but s%ean) ani argine
are standard ad sell fer mere than cest, I will epan the shop and keen up the

gtean [For the rant = ard if thers won't be any 1f's, as I bava tee mch at
staks te make a fallure: feur beys and twe girls, ages erm threugh twelve, and
eothiry ansad for a ralny day = &€ it wen't work and 1s a fallure; I will stay
and work eut the balance due,™

nijell, Jin, you have mide gosd &t everything we pat you al and wn do met
care to lese you = and doubted wery much that yeu were as sinpls as you pretemed
te be, Yeu lourrad te be handy at everything," Fe finall:r said, ™Well, Hill,
ﬂy:umneonﬁunt,mhi&ﬂnﬂnuuﬂ\atmtmc/hasplemyu
oat,

gﬂy the nurber of nistakes this machine 15 naking I puess it 18 as tired as
I &) -
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H  Haybe ysu think it is an essy task te deternine the Vyf/ddd speed of the busi-
ness part of a machine, I had that salted dewn, While ditching by hand, there was

2 man ploving in the gune field and thers was Jomm stens in tha sail, I staked eff
_ feur leto of five hunirad feot each and asked the Larmer 1 T could plew areund,

"Ge te 1t, I'm tired."

I had & =an vith a vatoh and paper tie ne with a teun batween the stakes,

I had the tean walk slewdy., Threugh Statisn I I meticed the plew uigzle Whreugh
the Jtere esasily, Threugh Statien II the p}-a wont a little fauter, Threugh
Statien IIT there was sexs trouble with stens, Through Statisn IV en tret we
enceuntered stemm that breke the plew peint,

This wes sems fifty-{iw years age amd I haven'$s Jerpeiten tha Iigures,

I geared xy eutum.: aparatus ta mowe threugh the ssiltha way thao plow did when
doirg 4%0 beat work ami kmouing that with the stonmy amd reoto in thauoil weuld
csuse the cutting part to beosna locled a%t tizns, This weull make it nscespary
to hsve mashimry strong ereuzh te held tha encim if the mashiner; bacams lecked,
azd at the saxe tine have pousr emugh te eoperates in any kind of scil, st ine

. venters would haws had to experinent, %y 1ittile fair, whispsred the proper size
of ergine, The encine nase 250 remlutisrs per :ilrute amd had ¢ty back gear se
ths racnimm would move forward thres %o eipht feat a nimts, deoyoniing upen the
dzpth and kind ef ooll,

The soil was very soft al tines ard I had t2 ewisd weight werever pousible,
Ikai ¢o know Vo Idod 2f melal to use far diflfersnt parts of the rachiine and 4
wes ry hebby net to fellew arywns else's patiern, The nachine lovim easy and
aimple emugh after it i3 furnished) but try te ke a machine o this sir~e withe
ent axy <rauing er phote eof the machine, I have a pift of e*olmr 4r v mind hew
& nachins te do a cortain kird ef work eu:kt te look amd of kmidng hew to neasure
with ry eye the size of the wrkirg jarts and the strengih requireéd ts de axy

for which
kind of wrk/toa rachine 4s intemded,

1Une war the first pelf-nropellsd ditchirg machirs arrorms svar atlemdted %o

build, The sxcavetinr part at Lhe rear of the nachim pul mo wnizht an the bapk

after the ditch was cut, There wao ne difierential on the axls, The power ws
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Wll, at last I get started em the machine, I nade the patterms first, There were
mmrmmmm,amq.umau.morozwpzm. These
were easy ﬂ/ﬂ///ﬂdﬁ aize in m.:u te depend upen a suver nind es te strength,
The dianwtar was all figured se as ts give each part the nreper speed; axcept fer the
fly wheel, I do mt krew wy 4t is called the fly wheel, Its purpese is t» turm the
erank ever vhan the engirme is en dead center, mmummm-m'
erank shaft sver the centsr, If it is tee heavy or tee large the msmentum wuld be
mmtummmmmmdcmpmammmmbm
If 4% is tee smlll and 1ight 1% wuld met carry the engime ever the esnter, I krew of
.8 Wy te firure eut the size and the weighl, I called en the Super Hind as I saw
the machire in wy nind and neasured by sight what I saw in sy mind, I must have pete
ten the correct sisze since wo used the same pattern as lorg as we user stsan ergines «
ard ws did on gers five hundred er mere machimes,

In fact, I saw heu the finished machine sught te leok and I had the gift te give
the cerxrect sise by sight,

I savw in 1ty mind the full size ef the ruchine ard et a snall eme en a certain scale
I had lsarnsd different grades of steel and iren ard knew the kind and grade te use for
different varts of the machime accerding te the werk sach part was te de, I was advised
te buy my srgine, The enly ene available was a vertical ems with a fly wheel tes large,
I knew 1t had tee much mementim fer my machinery te hels 1t if 4t became locked, I
warted the entirs machine as I saw it, The vertical engired jumped teo much ardd I was
advised that a herizental enrime wouls keep the nachins meving back ard forth, I kreu
better because a machine en the meve weuld held steady apairst the werk, keeping it
frea rocking,

Hew as te Lthe pattarn fer the enrims bed, my desirn wos differemt frem any I ever
saw, The engire bed was easy te make; but the cylinder where yeu had te derd your
aind {izmide and leek eut, 7The pattern was just a biz bLlack sth bonra en it for cors

primts. Thers wuz a core fer plsten tim and a osre fer the stesanm chest arnd the cast

iren ;:nn.: shaft, Talk ahsut shop¢ [ thoucht Jis was a 1ittle looss in the upper
stery
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T wan W %e far gore o Jut a eest irea crark shafl there there jre frequent sudden
( steps, T Jjuat 1zt thon hawe their spert and T yent akead with ry work &s plarmed, Tue
n@ot:ouaﬂmM“pMWMMIMsnnﬂ&-
Wmmmmamm’aummm
rak skafts sm all ommll mschives and mever heard of & brekea shafl,

W3, J 8. Jug had & shisgle eud¢ Tishisg taden in here®, Bhe sxid she wvanted W
Mdp and she really di4 help bessuss svery evening I wuld taiw hewe the patierns sad
sandpaper and with her hely wsuld mwseth oo sunipapar the patterzs, 3ani mpyer calls
% nind & connbyy bay, & Daciomeds bey; whe wantsd ts learn % dlerk in a stere, ™
ot o pesition with an eld Jow,

"oy, yeurg wan, 1f we Jen't have what the sustemsr wanig, try te sell hia soase
thisg eles, especially at the first sale i the meruzing," |

4 young lady callisd fer toilst paper, The bdey had nevar sesn %ellet paper ami
1esked 811 over the stere for 4%,

" haven'd ary tellet peper, Wruld sand papar do ™

I wms up &t 3100 A, 20d st werk, There wms o led up exoept Just larg ereugh
te £111 the hals undsr sy mese awtil 9100 p,m, every dxy but the Sadbath,

The knew=it-all ’s had mere arncerplivwriary remar®s when they ssw ny traciien
wheels twelve inohes in wldth awl ferty«Cive inches hich wilh three-guarter imsh
slsats to pull a machime s cul & ditch sne feot wids xnd feur fest doep at eme pessege,

"Oh, 7, that is ths best yet] I theushd Jim had sere mermel™

A3 T wauld pass en the stresd Y wuld hear pesyle ssy, "Theave gees that evemy FLXV",

After sawe mims methe T Bzd my machimm comyleted and ehristersd the Puckeye Trace
tisn Ditaher, I resssred that &f I nxead 4t 11 Ditaher peepla weuld gob 44 imte their
medlse that the machine was friended to diteh hills wheress §%
£1as land, Ome fins day in Octeber, 1592, A I ran the mackim eut and ged the grade
stakes ready, We were gll sst and Tecdy te ge at 12130} e Whe wen In the shep ceunld
o0e hov sluplo-minded arsl crasy I was, I turmed en the stemn ard lewered

th= entiing
aparitus cutiing te grude and tirew the lever, The rachine startsd dewn the
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read at five fest a nimite utting a ditch twelve irnches in width four fest deep,

lsaving the excavated sa21l -n *n orw side mear the ditch, makin; it semy %e refill,
,b.bottmcfthoﬂtdl/mlﬁonpwfoctmh There was ro stoppirg te adjust
wﬂdminmummﬂnwrnt. Thsh-mngnﬂnmdmtmurduﬂ,
®Jia, fergive us, Yeu cartainly Put it evor en us, Yeu're met the dumbhesd you 2]
tended %o be, That sure is a grest machine,”

mbubmmmdmmau-bumnofuumumm-m
machine at wrik, The paper gave me & half page puff, She bess said, "I was certain
mwmmn,mmtmmmmmbmwmnt-mm
88 you pretended te de,®

xu-:atmm.mummmumrma mt do by nyeelf, I
seld the nachine the mext day, metting nme three dellars a da by cutting the wirhteen
hour day te tsn hours ant I hae ry patterms, templutes and farvs clear,

I got a 1ittle puffed up and theurht I wnld be a bleedad bern hedder, X had ot

beught dbul barzained fer five theusand dellara werth of stock in the corpany and I gave
ny mte, The steck was sns hundreme percent helew par, It mwte wvas Lhm oae ab this
time becanss I had Just emoush %n pay all the bills due but tho fiva thousand dallar's
werth of etack, leaving me with the papars, etc., to make a muw atart,

In the f2l) of 1001« T wa3 reine to say 2 nan, but Lnctaad 7 wlll nac - A crook =
will mst pive his rame as he nay be 1iving, which ha 18 nent ikely en he war tos
ereeled at that tirm to Place in a eoffin = will refar to hin &3 S22) A = ha had @
mtemt on 8 eslfwharrening cast ivren polnt, & 1i%:)e cans haranne off gt en cutting
edge of the poimt, In very sandy col) wo would have werk ect a Folint in & 4 's plowe
irnge Tt wmo a cust iron plos and polint, I wizhe? beud 8lx ;ouns a=d selt ot 8ave
enly~fivs cenls each, There waz rv wark en tha polimt hLut a 1Mtils crindiry 8 2 rrind
stans, It w2 puarantesd o eutwear Sen oriinary points, e rut five ren on the rsad
takiny crders frem Umlement end hasd-are ®lerag on coroirmaent, Thig

W8 a reed geller
cinca ro avs mald for 4he reists until the: were gnld, ey
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plaes for o radins of/jid nlles ant seme places a8 far an five humired miles kad them
shipped by the earleed, S we ™% wew niy iren; bul, all elf scrap « very eheap and
» goed for axy purpece, TV was Sss hare % %6 ‘mried,

" The sash kad & swall MY esrn %o cast the hele 1n tha polir® s holt the peint te
ths plow, The cere shifted or 1t was mever in e preper nlase os the pattarn,
m,m-mawummumm’m-w“m-
Warters of an inoh off with ms way te shange Ww hele so the belt wuld fit, I
Goud$ 1 the esmpany « 17 there ws & Compary 2% thet tiwe - reasived jay for & dozen
peinte, Thare were a mmber of damge sulls on hand, The caur® - parelessnress, The
points wmre Just rushed sut whether they iV or mt, Boal Mwag pald fer time, P was
the ferenon of the feundry,

The shop mut ints the hands sf & receiver and rar & momth, The yecelver gald,
SR, w wrk temsrrew,® My fairy whispared, ®Sim, ret ysur patterms end teoly and
balengings away frem the sey, The receiwr wms sut of tew~ tha® duy snd thesas was
™ eoe U5 83p me, Y meved evarything I ewnsd out of the shep at emee, Mad 7 wmited
I wuld have hed a hard tise petilrng my pesvessiers am the regsiver wur a hecrtloss
“.. .

1 reoeived an erder for a machine and an offer of cash as seon z¢ the nachine
ws copploted, Scal Awvae wvanted te becene my martnsr, After belny ¥ickse sut e tried
in every way % wet a finger inte mr pis, He had made tee mary pre~tess T kney ho
esuld ot kerp, In coma way he lsarred that T had an erdar far a vachine, Peing a =eed
Salker and a much better promiser, e hustled arsurd snd feund a suall degartad
nachire shem with a vy geed iren lathe Plairer, drill wross, ferrve snd smell enrine,

Mo—hmm-wmﬂb‘hua-moh’panihﬁmunn!‘or?.mgac‘zim
Capartaent, 1) he wanted wes the feurdry ard I wsold kzop ap stsanm an ozstinr davs
ard buy emtings frem hi=m 33 three cents, IMTummthoMpardmehimry
fres, Beal made the arrsresents with a bir stere e pive ne ersfl’ gritl Sha roehd o
ws ready, H-qupneont.rant/.ﬂrut he weald furmish, Ry 1ittle fairy vhismered,
*Careful, Jin Cut that wll eut and say, Wurnish the ssstings at thrms gerta a peurd ™,
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fe gave ms ample tirme se U wauld bite, 'Mis ebJect wes to —mke the casting se hard that °

There wms small 3 :
they could nat be wnrked, Aamsther/feoundry in 4in the sare tewn of Neshlsr, sems twenty )
milée from Bewling Gresn,  There wes there a !, Suber, whe had besn the first te <3
nakte the self-sharpening points, and whe was at leggerhaads with ¥, Seal Awag and %
very willing te holp me, Suber did all the casting that was nscessary fer me,

Scal saw aw gettirg castings frem arsther feundry and sald, "Fere, I was ts ke
all yeur cantings.”

I replisd, “Yeu ceuld de se 1f ysu used seft scrap er mere pig irea, Yeur castirzs)
are se darmed hard 1%'s impessidble te wewk with them, If yeu leek at the contract,
you will gea that 1% saye "cestirng®, mt even custings, Yeu get mej btut I will pet
you yot,*

The nachins was nsarly cermleted and I erdered the teiler by nail, v, Scal Awag

2e fact Torne

]

spied on the young lady in the peat effice ard tald ber that Y had sent hin after the

e

latter I had just malled since I wanted te nake some changes, Scal's bBrother or partner .
wag a vary hensst nan and tald no that Scal had taken rmpy: erver eut of the pest office,
I kept *y mouth clesad apd yired for tha bheiler, =hen 1t caw a fow days later, Scal
was vild ard conld Mt 4marine hew I rmcelved tha hellar so ssemn, 7T rever nave (¢
I nevar ga= it swny until this day, Jammry 79, 1743, £10% ymars later,

Ths machine was cemlated en tims ard the cosh wao rensivnd, T pebtled wlth
aver;ane bat the mrthlesn gteck, T4 was mot honent, so T 199 ™ Alean ror worry
ever it,

At this tina Varburen and son epsrated a snall fenndry ard —achim shén at Cary,

vl & Aeat ced . o (/a«,/uzma_‘

Chis, They were loskins far gemothing to mmfacture, The yeumr nan called on me and JF
w8 ajraed o n deal, Since tha shap helersed te hia Cathsr, he wonls hava te see the
machlne 2t worky and woul+ bo back the naxt day, T uvas ta havn *he ~achire in emeratie

rezrtT,

Aerw-p i 3A

The traln errived, This wis befors tha tiry of the a:ts, Thare ware "o Yarhrers,

-\
Thers w3 wthiry %o 23, In pesairg the statisn T sauw the Varhurers vesdy to catch ’

s

ths triin heme, The yonne man s2id, "Poir did vou pet hare™ »\S

. T, PR BT, | -t Yo
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To leep mfien beirg herswmgpled sut of ny inventisn I had in the certract ary
charnges or wy machires, !b'bdmm.fmmmm"tinm‘vb
timeg but, at night, I wua to build the sae at ry experss, They were te formish
the laber and the materiul at cost, X was to have tree use of the shop and the toels,
There ware ne uages ernmonmmnhhuww. I w3 te recsiw
thros dllars Jer a ten heur day, These ware big wages Dor that tire, I was alve te
Teosive sixty percent of the met prefit en ary machine seld,

Vazbaren's shep wes at Carey, Ohis, We neved there in 1957 ani sriars canc as fast
# 1 ceuld bulld the machinss, I had charge ef the erwcting resu where the parts wers
assanbied and nachire tested amd painted,

There wvas ne omanﬂabhhhnwﬂhh&mnrbvhntmﬂest&kmuﬂ
machirerys se L% becams ry tusk te, As we called it, I was an export at all rachines,

Icall to mind what I think wes Machine ¥e, 7 in Seuthesatern Chip, An eld gent
benght the ruchins fer his ZfféA{/ son. The sen breks in reziy to seitls, The old
geot called me into tis house, s sma stardine, lis 3ald, "lave a seaty/, yourg men,"

fis cans to me and began te yun his fircers ever sy head, i renntiod, "There rmay
be goms small eums, bub I doubt wary meh I yeu can {ind ary largs emourh to catch”

He laughod lwariily, stapped irto the next reen am cxm oul with the cush
far the nacline and cave it to ne, 1@ wao a thoslegist, I vhink he fouw 1y hounosty
bomp woll developod sinuo ho did mel heaitate te €iv ne Uw cash even thouch [ was g
strazgsr to Ydm aral ho fid @b truat hania,

Iverythirg rollud oreotidy for o soar er two, Fwysirg threurh the shep I heard
the old geut tell Lis sun that a ( ihe els geni) hast nover iode ar: oy avw that he
wnled 1o milie soim w quit, [y little falry sadd, "Jin, kesp your oe3 and rour
ars g o,"

A fow duyx later I came in urexpogledly fron experting a machire, I wac racalirg
threurh the asserbly rvem, There wers feur five inch Tods, Scne for' retup inchas lors,

There wro »nly tolta to koep the ~ain frwp togetlier, They hed Tun o ¢ of nes iten
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hﬁ”hﬂmﬁﬂmﬂhmhmwm W B
u—mmwmuumuun-mummm e
BAR wve Jeady to put than fnte plage, I plaind @ &A1) fiw of tham and boude tham

iz b wel Vwos ploew wd Sores Vs pisans dan. The man asied hin fur veods 4e belt
e Orem Segether,

"y, I Jut placed the bedts by the fyemn,®

"Tesy Wt BiIL broks i) of then,” A

0 ald gt anild weiw & prayer 1 srh a8 Jeng a0 yeur arwg but shed he sadd
e lsagr by fur tham ay log, Som of kis resrtn wres »t % all englbesteryy but
I M4 wy axgry pusuises in chesk and wy f1y toep et

% fimlly ssuled downs 5o ha evuld Radk with reasen aad listem %o whad I had e
Siye "I hasrd you sxy recesily thst yeu mver made sxy menmy", (B ricked kis sere up.)

VMYl /Ul mami it o maime soms et vorsen] T eontimad, *Y
m-ub--‘m—h-hnumwnm. Tou hawve emsugh o
ooy you and your G childvem, A3 I have 19 wy machine and & wifs amd Sen babiss
o food, A1 meteriz) is geizg inbe @itohing mchines as leiy a8 I have ayihing 4o
.\#0' *

o kmow I was rigWt and had uy @yes open, There wan » mre tredls,

.mmmnmmmmmmmmummm
mesas, I saw whare 1% wee lsading te, i hod grown e large for the shep mal the
tows, MIMMmMuWuﬁlwmnm,
Ohis, I Shought Shet if I Lipped I might speil the whele fised ani arything is better
than s spendthrife, fe never coxsulted e wobil the desl wes olssed, I loarmed seve
mmnwumhmqpuu-awnu,m,m,hmw
avmmmm---&mnwm. I e a poor fismrciey

ant making & livirg did wot wry ma, Oh.-n,:l-ottunb,mthm
are all gome,

I had w steck i{n the oempany, I it saoe and maver trisd again, Mesrs, Heck
ﬁhrﬂ-mbmdnpm-muhm
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X wms placed in charge of the erecting departaecd SVar sesne twsuty mex, Vaa's
brether-dn-law got 1% in his ciuckie epty medle that bs was the owly oam fer thad
positisn, s ws alexg in ysare amd I Lawrud hin by giving hin essy tasie ani letting
hin chosse whak e 1lnd to doe s lupt galdag 98 the «ffioe yith <) kinde of tales
theut v~ 1ting men 1saf and having sorwe pets, She shafting wms Wi iz i - thare
"% SemS GUPlAint every day. W, Marvis spisd sn me, BHe oalled me imde his effiee
5=t acied 12 X had any pots oF famced ammes,

"I ous bud J, Hn's petting ald o is & steckbeldsr ani wuld teks an dstacest
and do o Dly day's wmek,”

*Dea’t you kuew J 15 & very bad soaks 4n the gress? ® e said ho had boexn dally-
ashing fow & muth,

After thal J dlmys had planty of wtk ahsad of my chesuing, then ls saw thad
he osuld ot 2un s sut ani gat the pesitisn he guit,

Yan ws ssles mumgay and sppeizied agents ad & very fat cwenmlsscien, Thare me
u-muou-.mn,/ﬂmumhm B y givisg a fab swszisvsion Yan
omld god & raie off, hm&ﬂmmunw&dtmﬂtmdﬁ-
Sfren nen win DOV had & dslle’ ani mever weuld have, I aa of the sponien that sesm
of thas wre John Deaf men, Early ia April ihe agents suarmed in te osllect the cene
uissisas ea the siiars, Mears, Hodk and Mmrvia refussd te my the cwmissiere umtfl
___Ammw—mm.mwumhwm.mmmmmu-
and wouny getting these erimw, IN isn't yoar faclt that the mechines ave mt dslivered,
Do wt prenise, Sus/ them D ewey peny.”

Van we & nmber ¢f the omgary st that tiwm,

s prew sut of sur suadling clethes, The deugh was getting lsw wAith Van a0 &
stles mamager, W erzanised the Buckeys Trectiss Ditcher Capary, W wors new en
ohlid Losling and overything wes skay, I was kept on the read mesi of the tire,

I had eanasisn te suitch wy yeungest bey, Ho ran e kis Hama arylng, "Iwma, that
wRE whe S bard Buwtives gperdmd me, Paoheel®

O, m», u-mmmmmnummqu-:mm

.8
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1 ot started on wy deww amd csuld wt step; so I Shall have te start bask
severdl years. In 185 the atate ef Ghis beught a large furm fer a new axperinemtal
statisn at Weestar, Chis. !y rejutaiien as &n expert ditcher had sprees threagheud
e ssuxtry, I did werk in Hemy, lted, Lums, Gtteun, Samisky, Semses, Hameok,
the big beas in the Ohis «xperimertal werk, He insisted that I d» the wrk of tiling,
& we called the wrk of entiing the tremches and placing the drain tils. The state
£4014 onginser had half & dosen druiwy staked. The hud was £ifty feet/ amrt, The
éspth of the drain me at svery stake,

W ware ready te start, lis shewsd me the first ditch te out ani gave s a paper
with & 1ot of figures, I teld kin I had s uss for all thess Cigures. A1l I wanted
wms the depth at sash end if there were 1 brwak im the grads,

Wﬂﬂl“ﬂh.ﬂ;hfﬂi“p&ﬂlﬂﬂ“ﬂ%htmu
other places, I teld him I did met cere if the betiem of the drain was a fest in
e alr or feur and exe half fest in depth, All I wantad wms the depth at each end
&£ the szme grads,
® "1 é» et 388 how ywu are peing te ds it.*

'htnhm:vwmﬁmmm'tmtonmmiuMLhuth,
1% wa't st you anything,*

Whan the treach wes finished ke oame with his level, figures, and tape. I said
to him, "That w1l tals a lat of figuring and tims and I eught te be at work, Lot me
show you hasy te chesk the grads with me messurirg er figuring,*

8 very gosd gusss as ts the fall in the drain, 1 placed the staff in the draim amd
warked where the lewsl shownd, I pert a man with & staffY % the upwer ond and

ard placed
m-w:ummmwuummummmumnwm y |

th.mn.bm\bodrxhhophudthﬁnﬂhthotﬂamﬂwnﬁzm
-?‘m’:ahm-prmtummm Well, I see I will have
ane ther .

TER
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muwwmmastnmmmum
Ceergia, mmmmxmamu-wmum«:-um

mohirm, T wms ts ge with the mechiue, MmahtotM,Mmem
stery from 8100 2um. %o 10100 pon. & desen of ewary ten. Seme weuld ask the sscend
Size, They weuld ask, "Wat 1f yeu striks a Stere? |

It the party Just ssked te have sensthing W suy, I weuld mmwer; ® < just girike
& sbore®,

nmbo'finbmtbtbnuhnum‘bmmtm’m‘am
care of while the wheels wore still im ry head, Py having «low meving cubters and
the &raw bar maar the tsp of the cutters & stens that was mt tee large wuld bs Selled
oub of the bed by the cutter, It was hixced at the oy, The betten wheol in rising
wenld back, makring it wary sasy te 1ell the stenc eut of the bed, The speratsr ssen
learred by the seund vhether er vet the stems wre largs eor snall, I have operetod in
vory story mall by going very slewly,

I arrived in AXlanta lote et might and needsd a pair of svorallsearly, I feund
a stsrs open and beusht a palr , the regular prico ef which was 21,25, Sinoce T wae
ki te they cherpad ne $1,75. T gave the clerk a twenty, T gawo mo $18,00 and walied

ta the rear for ths quartar, M gm/;:':ls.zs in chamge, I told hin he hud already
given me $18,00,

®S5e I did, Pere, take these 31,00 everalls at cast,"

Severzl of the ren in ths roar of the stare task m» back and imtredusod me 28
&n borest Yarkne, Thoy ard friends werc werth more thon the pafitry 318,00,

Amm%&mommmwmmrybmmmm
Es ampleyed half a dezen bleck darkiss, The expoaitien was sems fear er five miles
in the country, Thers wors restaurants en the grsumis, At moon i, Windmill Msn
marched his crew te the roolaurant fer dirrer, The mawmger told hin kindly that

colored poople were mct parmitied 2 eat in thers, Windy uﬁ.‘ "This 1s a puMlic
oatirg place and xy meray is an geed a8 anyers's and I wild hare,"

Viacd gside”
. mwuummmummmmmuﬂhmmtu
WL o

1 ¢id xy oar urlsading by my lsneseme. Just stesm up te run eff



“:,u?;’m i frisnds was orw of the superirtanients of the grewnis e
gowe =8 2 vexy geed pesition next %o the Unised Statew Rukibitien Bulldirg, Bvery-
body had %o see wkat Uncls 852 had te stew ant in uspsaking the liews wre very
S I @t pumisuion to we swrwy lmber to keep up stem, Thers wore W
gaselime oF alsstris asters at s Almm « I Jjust used the breisn pisces ad saved
nmmmdmh_ums—bmmhwaum
Rrepe——— o |

™he gofl ws red clay. There s =0 yosm i lep the mshine raming. I &b the
bask oo the @irt wuld Pell back inde the trwsh, hamlling the saw €irt all diy. Se
maeh hanfling eaused $he alay o bessne dry and the dust blew om the flis, I Sheugh
1 wald Sy & 1iNls wier, s €14 mmy with the dust muisanes Lar beyonl my expev-
AeMisam, IV smsed the red clay o form Mol muall balls the aise of erilmry pille
uw-mmmwuw,mmnﬁ-mmm
esatinguith & ssrter of reddish brewm dlay, The ceating rescbled a cssmen yill,
mmmhmMﬂBmMMcWot
celared dectars, h—wmummnmxmu-uum. Pare oF
mm.wdqmmmm,mumumr-mmm
disy seil, The papar gave ms & puff en the pill machine,

Awsy frem $he machirs I saw Presidest Csveland with his ereaiss step ab toe
nachize. xmanwwu-wmmmmumm
a1l drained eut and winos I was burning seft cssl and pitch pine; there wes plenty of
Slack sset in the smeks wiack, The President was in the prsper pliacs fer the Lroeze
e earzy the bisck sesty water ever his steve pipe had, I bad hia wall bespecided,
I apslagised the best I loww hew, B wmnted te loww whe lLrnwvumted Shat machine,
:mmoamxutmmn.ummmmwm
iwuuﬁtﬁ."&m,'mMMibbh&mu. That will all cems

Ko talked for half s» hear, Pe theught I had a great machine,
"hare was & Smanweets cad fimt entaiste the emesitisn erennde, Fi1Ih1)lies



b TRyl
o Lar su ow unired xiles with a fow 1petatess and paphkimer eora. Thee ws
bevien is W wegnEk ben with messikine sl poknige betusen bbe Deesrw, 3§ et~

logpers wuld cushre them oud of 1% and sell 49 in blind tigers sbext the apesitisn
gwenis. There wae sl kinds of skin-hmealive gums Sust euteide the gates, The
strest esr esnduster was & stesl pigesa, M wuld place a fiwe en & awber spesnter
and izl the vheul. Vhen he wis given & ten hs would pull sut with his ewr and & 1od of
susinere wuld try thair luck. b oue wuld win but the stecl pigeems,

48 the dlsse of the expesitisn I seld wy lwber to Undls San for twmaiy-Cive
@llars, I had 4 506 & dosem men to got Ahe chosk Do I omild geb 4% ceshed.

I ressived soversl erdery, Omd was Oyem Mow Jovswy, I woot hume that my Ve
eupart the wechine, Thy relloved compasy weald sell rebon Lickets te MMlesbs msd
retarn for & Sllar or Sws mere than the eme wy fare, The heldsr wuld sall the
umoed or return diskst o tigkeh soalpers. The tickets were met traxferreble, but
1% was pleasanter for the cenineter Vo punch yeur ticiet than giw yeu & return
Aloket frem the the Lirst stey and sew yeu pet off withet belng put eff and in sens

cases held the tridn up half an heur aml myde receive & cslsred eye and a creeked
i,

The railiread cespany dad spetiers te see uw beught chenp tickels and tip the
esnduster off, I paid §1.50 for 43w Micked frem Allamta, Oesryia, te Yew Yerk City,
The ticket was wid after mix heure, 7The cenducisr had ms spetted and I knevw 18,
The esningter lselked at the ticimt,

"You have suly six herw until this ticiket is wid, Whare €id yeu buy this ticketd™

*In Atlanta,"

Be gave me A Yiclet back % Aflaxta, I mrrived in the wee genll bewr's and fourst
s sealper with a Sicket te New Yerk wid after enme hewr, I paid £ifty cants Lur tie
ssas, There was & fast train ready te lesve and I had ¢ hustle te ot sbeard, I
did mt losk ad my ticket, I gusss I lesked hexmst or the ceniunoter did mt want te
step the train and exsxine wy ticket. uhen he did exmxine it, he sald, "The time
1imit oxn this tickst mxpires &in an heur,

I replisd, ®I started when the ticiet wms gwed.®
There was ©» msre bethsr,
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I ind boon over the mrihern states epertisg nachims and oever in any place bud
thatdid I kunw somsene or did thay lnnw semsens I lowen,

_The mext maekine I meld at League City, Texas, This was widuxy betwsen Feusten
aad Gavelstsn, I theugh, "Surely m» ens here will krew ms,%

As I stepped off the constuma said, “Halls, there, RI1L,®

Thare we & floving will, There wms an Lmch pipe eight fost kigh ani nice dlear
wler right where I run the machize off thw sar, b fired wp sverything slay and
stgried for the seurkry. I hain't geue ten fest befere there ww water in the belder,
I tried ' ses whare it seuld ged ant 42w fastest: the pop of Un wxhawst. I had b
htdds % drew five, I filled uwp with wmier fyem (e yead &itch and had e weew

This wes in March ef thw same yesr a8 the OCalvestem washeut, 7There was a starnm
on the wuy home, I had % lay ever al Fousten tw hetrs and did et care te strell
sbeut the gity with all that omsh in wy peckets, I theught I wald 1saf areund the
énpet, A Saliatiwe fellsw omme in and wanted to loww whare X was geing, X teld his,

%Ok, whad lnck] I am on wy way $s Celmbuw, We can gs tegether,"

After Salikirg msne time he ssimd me 3f T weuld have a besr with hin, I stabed
that I mever drurk,

*ill, have a clgwr,”

" seke,"

Ne irmisted I have pop or lmwmade. A3 I stepped ints the deer of the reardy
barreen I saw & tdls with slsts in the tep, I turmed and want baok te the sxpress
csupany and gerd the seney hems, o saw me in the express office and had ve were
imtarest in mo, mr &id ke catoh the train meth,T mever gsuld figure eut hew e
imagived I had wormy urless hs was kin to the rets w hawe hare en the Raceladd
prairis, We dril)l suwr sorn gralwe fourtesn inches spart and a et will ge aleng the
row and exly dig whare thers is cern, B mst have a keen serne of mwll e super
kmvlsdge as o the exaod lescatien of the terny the smm as the tw<legged rat wwe

had m» intsrest in we after I shipped my memey, P

T
X wt by if being &t sea loval feor ten dxys or eating rew strmwerriss
‘ an eesy mark or if 1% was jJust=w mataral iselk,
LEC Ao

i
:
s
i



--u;—mzm--umxmnmmmmu.
Condag back he sean stopped at uy sest and chowed e & fine lseking ring e had

aﬁhﬁ-m-& e said 1% ment be wmrik twmanty-Cive dallave; "B wb
if you give w» five &allave, you sum hawe 18.*

The ring w8 frm & tan-cand s quarter esuntey, I had intended te
yoport the mm Buicher te the euniuaten; but I tdhought 1% wuld be best te asie
& tweveling sclsswss.

Ns azind, “Ars yes frwx dhs Mrtkt™

.u..

“Have yeu time aml mensy Y appear in court svery mesth ar 4w fer the
amxt yoar™

-h.

*IX thare is ay chaws of getilyg any momy out ol yuvx Janks, semw

shister pedifergerwr will dafead tha mews buloher and 18 Whe case &g on aw long
abtorney's

as Vha/fees are paid , Yeu mesd aed imwest-sspecially $n s\rengers,”

1 accephed She advies and Shanied Aln, Tha advice 4s still helilng
geed, Thin wes mame forty years age, Thare have besn great cwnges kere, b
Tasks wers a8 mlcemm a3 the Cajame, Feur of iy ohildren muriod Ciluss and the
uuallt&J.B.m.tMc.hm,mmmanarMho:mom,
Lauisinsem., &oﬂmmﬂ.:gll.

Ca ay way haiw frum Eouslen, Texas, I was te step and soe a parly whe
wied b Live 14 Ohls, & had started & tile yard 1n Tonnsssos along the Tenmssses

and found & man ts fervy me over, Fo said i\ ws enly a mdile t»

% follew the river %o a fenee and then fellew the femcs
the ma's heuss, IV wae petiing yesdy teo rFain, A osld merth sast rain ws brew-

e

T Ohanwhd povheee Che Pownes . °
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I started back for the beat lanting, A 1s% of oattle smlt that I ws & stranger
and followsd ms, Cattle Wi very pemitive wess. Tou eun have dlsed frem sy
Sxinal, bixd, reptile o hmmn ani they will pay mef attemilen; but if they smil)
.mmmummm-umn-cm.num ¢ 4
you mnt to five & 4lYf esw & nlf that is 2t har e, you have o extoh seme of
har wmter and pour 10 over the ealf and 1ot her sushl the ealf while wi. This
has wower failed,
xmmuammm.mupmuu—
Sor the night, e wind was frem soress the river and 10 me reining, Mo oms wms
out = ab 1sast »» oms amswared, I found 2 hallaw tresthat had boen burmt sut and
had 1% back (1.0., geed side) %o the wind, I steed there umtil day break and
esuld ses the bulldings where I wanted to fo; but the Biver rees during the might
and I had to wads in wmater luwe desp for a hundred feet,
xhﬂ.mmbmmmnwmummum
% be on xy Wy, wmm-mumwmmmm.
ansﬂshrth”u&tp;htwfr&cﬂmuﬂw
$o ixform me that there wars & fow bears in the weds which were Stil] very wild «
and there wre pele eats, btﬂu.hﬂdnhﬂn&humqm--t
even sleep, mmmmmbmumnxmm,xm
“Nbﬂlpﬁmﬁuﬂlﬂmﬁatuwmm When I shewed mo
Light he left,

Iwmunnbunhndmlﬂuilm. I beught a beuse
h“mml&nuﬂb«uuu&ndt&hﬁ»&“dh&uﬂuum
My wife and I jeined, She wes Pecahertes and wes & leader in the ledze at Findlay,
Ohie,

xumzabmmmuvmmnmwm-nmmm.

Iumgumwmnnmbnmmmumrmm.m
we put eur ticket eut eme ysar, mennfﬂmaﬂplmd--luw

marshall, mummmwmmmzmm-mm‘. Yo, I did mt
vots fer myself, I was way oud in Celerade near Pike's
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couniry, The naxt Sumisy I attended church in Mimn, There wes & hall across the
street frem the chureh, It was & church hall, As seen a8 church wes ever ewveryers
rushed eul amd into the hall and gat at the tables for beer and pratzsls fer the
g a8 woll as the ald - and thers was strergsr tham bear &£ sea called fer it,
Aftar having wy eyes and 1y ears epen, and reaming soong the pespls of the United
3tates, I have it swawed up in this wmys Tha greatar majerity of the heads ef
B Dls, taking the part that suits \helr fany, |

The wet simple 1s the thief, TN is witten in the Geed Bosk, "Than
that stenl, lst them steal,™ That is all Uw purieiner cares that the geod Beek
SyS. ~ W mere, Mmummwmn-muma
which exs is best) se I just decidsd to "Do wits others as I wuld have etherw
de urte me", In digging trenches for d&ruin tils by hand I weuld find places of
stemy hurd pan, The thought weuld flash threngh my mind, “Ce sver the bard pan and
ell the tile iz to cover, M ome will be the wiser,®

My 11it1s bird wuld pesp, "Yield wmt to tarptatisn for ylelding im sin®

‘Then I weuld revarss, If 4t were my farm and pormers €14 a dm job
n&.ﬁmﬁnuldbo.lwuﬁbutthoaﬂyﬂtdttmtm

The rule helis goud todzy as I &n sorting seed carn and leoking for my
eighty-geverth nilesers here on this muniano sphere, IS i3 mere tempting than
over because there 1g a great denand for wy sesd and there mrs very gecd prices
for it. I am turning away more erdsrs tham Y an £1lling, Thare iz pe first class
eera laft, Tt has all hosn seld, I sn mt yleldi:xg and selling secord grade cern,

B ack to chureh, I think there zre a few sects started by semsere wantirg
ts make an easy livings ethers, ts galn positisn and pewer to rale, T think Adelph
Hitler iz ome of these, I beliswe that 1f you willfully cemmi® a sin agairst yeur
ndghber, stats, ssumtry, self or arnyens, inclcding the Orest Ruler of the umie-

verse, you wlll be panished in sems way daring your life, me eddy how mich yeu esk
for fwrgivensss or ask ethers te pray fer yeu or pay
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(T kis is B%, Patrick's Day and I ex rod as brave &3 the saimt) but am alusst
eight years elder than he was when he dreve the spakes sut of Ireland, Just a
half an hour age I caught a full grewn, live - oot soals, but « meuse aramling wp
ny leg irsids of my bresches, I ms sitting quistly with ay legs cressed reading
a lstter frem a grandsen ix the army. I falt samething ermling up xy leg on the
izside and irside my bresshes, I did et kunew if 4% ware a smake o sems small
bag, It falb as A€ 16 wars @ full growm rat, 1M got up as far as my kmee, I
grebbed where I theught the head sught te be = sutside of my pants - and yelled
Zor hallp. I relled up wy pamts ani found a full greown msuse uith its head mashed,
I havendt any idea what it was after,)

Everyene was in a burry te get the cars leaded, Thare were m trucks

or geselim metars at that time, Seme csxpanies had thres sr feur cars te leed
after 6300 pems 5ince I was aless I was shsved back, A% 11300 p.m. the cars with
mmntﬂvm/;hd at the lsadirg platform. The machinery men
bade me geoddy, stating that they wuld see ne see tme rext week in St. Leuis,
I bad the stesn up im a very short tLme amd had the machine sa the oar avd blocked
ready to go. The livesteck traim had the right of way, Since mime uzs the enly
ear ol machinery, these respemible did mt want te eume after just eme car,
I8 was hooked en the tall end of the steak train and I was lsft Shere until we
raached the fair greunds in 54, Leuis, In erder rot to bs bothared switching wy
car in placing the steck carsj my car was al the unloading platferm first, Wuea
mu&m-nMMSanIhadwmhmhﬂm,wumhuﬂ
everything ready for the show,

®Hi1l, hew did yeu manage to get hore? lis wore sidstracked a desen
times, < theught we would never get here and fslt sarry for yeu in Springfield/

all by yoursalf, Ws weven't lecking fer ysu until the middls of the wsek? Hox
did you msaumage te got here ten hsura ahead of us?™
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AS zoem em the last day of the fuir a eenirecter cams ami leeked the machine ever
q-umu—um-ummmmma. W, if your
nschize wuld exly cut & tremch twe fset wids, I wmald pay yes cash , A mchime
trench a et in width is teo small for men to got in and esrk pipe.

I asimd hin in what part of the city ks wanied $o use the mechire,

3 y always keeping wy «yes epsa I kusw sandy dlay osdl wmes ideal te wrk, It
ould be sut tud 40 was 20lid emmugh 1t ts seve in, My 1ittle falry whispered
how I svuld ud a tvensh tw» feot in width wihin thad kind ef sell, I asked how
soen hs wanted the mashime and he sxid, ® « by seven a.n.) Menisy.*

I called up & suall maching shey mearty to de meme werk Saturdsy Mg,
Bwerything sheeknd ent ekay, I teld the comtracter I coeld be thare but that, ia-
stead of the machine eutting )60 fesit per heur it wuld oxly cut 160,

"Ikat will be ekay.”

®Can you got me 2 parmit s Fun acress the elty Sundry aftsrmson™

Oty ™

I ran the nachirs to the shep ami ordsred the matsrial I nseded, I
merely had te axtend ths dirt comvsyer ani a rellr ts keep the lower part of the
axcavator {n its place, Ths first tine I tried this Lprevvenamt L% wried perfect-
hthnmﬁum.Mmor'Wm

Mo mrbeknows thes contracter had #YdbY twe hamired nen te be ready
for werk Menday merning, I wms ex hand sarly by 6100 aym, with the man ¥ wms
wdt:’i:nahmnhthnmdnu. The nen came and found me doing the
saoe work/it wald tw hundred man the day te ds, Seme of the men saw me ab the fuir
axd lsarned that Y wea the imventor of the machire, There ware a lot of wvery
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Up 4o this 4120 w had enly buils machires %o eut tremshes om farms

mmmummmumﬁmuuumumm
fost in dupth, The saly wter for demstic use the city had was frem wlls soate
\;ni.utmdv. There was & dam dn e river wrich weuld got very meddy
after a rain, Yow fire, ote,, thave s a caw fif%en wiles frem the clly, TS
unxmu-ummmmmm-uu.pumumw
pessing thweugh i%. The ity of Findlay decided %o pipe water to the aity since
he Surface ot the exve we Akirky fush hicher than the etty and al) thet wes
mucmwuuugmmsunmm-nmu-m
Socr ami-snr-balf fead duwp.

mmmmnmmmuma.-m,mmw.u
a machine $s ditoh for that water main frem the cave)™

"I owrtainly esn,®

®Ge %o 1% at ence,"” |

There were ne changss te maks, It w3 enly nesessary to widen and add
strength and powar, X had the machine sa the Jeb ir 2 very short JfY tine werking

ssessssfully the fiftesn niles of tench, Vhen 1t was finished thers was p» work
for Uwut sise mchim,

A fow days later a Xr, Swith frem Bhammen, Miseissippl, called at tie
Fant wmating a wachine to straighten smal) erreks, The only fertile spots in
mu«nvmhuonnmmwunnmrmmumm
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A party 'nd emntrasted te load ten acres of alay feur fost in depth

irte radlresd cars for & cummn fagtery, e sew wy dileher wriciag at faire and
qmnm\umhmmumunmmm
o the tep of the pit, I ws et in the ceuntry. The superintendsnt and the fere-
wn {n the different depertamts emfurred for sene tine and decided thad there

e 3 wy the maehine esuld be arvanged to do kis wak, Hs asied vham I weld
e haxe,

I o fou days,*

Tiilre we vhen T oem weed hin, I71 bet a dallar he omm build & nachine
%% dv wy wrk, M s & wissand fer desiguing machines for sy kind of wrk,"

¥ In & fuw days I ws back. The big bews sald, “Jin, ses if yeu emn
do anything for this mam, He wen'\ take , TNe™,

E» stated what he vanted and s kind of seil and the amsurt ef sarth
te mve, My 14%1s fairy whispersd, “Jim, yeu havs excavating spparatos at the
rear of the mchine beiler and the mngine as a ceuntiar balance en the eppesite
“..

X oould see in wy mind Just hew the muchine weuld leek when complsted.
ummmumauumnmmmﬁm.m-mn
the latter part of Jowvmber, I asked hin when be wanted the machine,
| "Ch, sbeud April 10, You de met mean te Say you have & mackine plarned
that will do ny werk™

“Hest assured thet, wather permitting, April lsth the machine w1l
de at werk fn your pdt,®
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Ay imprevemsnt en mevw machines I was te duild st my experwe and T &id

all the werk in meet cases. A5 1% required much less lsber and stody far the esme
puzty draltamen %o make a copy of the finighed machine than te Ty te dig it ewt
of xy head, I did »ot meed draving to bulld a machine,

iile talking te the man whe wmted the new machins I theught of the
maching in Missigsippd, IV ws the preper siss and strength and o parts were wmm,
He ms getenished &b the price I gave him, "Ny, yeur &wwings sad patterws will
eest yeu & JetJ*

I beught the Bhmxwren machins frem the esmpary en Yeyalty acosunt and
wont te Shasmer be got the reekdes. T feand £8 sct is bhe secntry smd thars s
-wbmlthumtwmmm. finss T wme geing te dise
mantls it at the shop X docldsd %o d» 1% thare and ship 4t as Junk. T had a darky
halping ms evenings, I had seme twerty peunds of fittings.

"Rastos, ysu carry these fittings te the heuss,”

-:um,m;buneuuum-."'

" told you to earry them,”

ten timss the amsumt in reyalties, I mode meney em the
cking, I had a wary geod trude on this type of machime.

g

ok and drain tile yards, I had the first machine of this type
&% wrk several days shsad of sheduls,
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e ethers ommm

SOressherns, Bwsasre -~ in this ewse, lww 1§ all®, Nsither
ox® had evewr

trisd o adlimd a meuntain i ner evwmn asked 1£ ths mountain were

i b le, ammbmnmoo-...,m’mm.mm
£l wert wll, s were hal? wy up, It was late in Yovenberj but the sun was
very het on the side we ware cltwhing, mmumuﬁmwm
n—m---wm.mmmmw. W had % pll
cursalwes fremm bush to bush er reck te reck, Thers was ™ geing back, since it
W esxiar geing wp than geing &own urless yeu are in & hurry, s feund one place
where there wag rething te got held of far fourteen feet, I steed on a stome, 4
A man grudisd sver me, The mxt man erawlad sver ws and grebbed a bush, Yhen X
&4 s oavling, Then ths next eme crwilwed snd them the pext, Then we milled
the last man up, We finally reached the tep, Our elothing was wet with pergpirae
tisn and the air was full of sewflakes, It w3 toe cold to take 2 rest, There
WS 2 windixg read to tewn three miles awmy,

We got back tee late fer dimmer, b were tired bud wiser, Wo wore teld
nmmnnthdmmmnnmtm

’hthfdlctlquwatwm'm’nt&nmm,‘."om.
The cemzany sent me wdth 2 srmll mcchirve, There wes rething doing mxcept for the
futmblulw}!d.mnm{mubnﬂdlnmhlmhmqelmnu.
bﬁ-mmnomm,'l‘mluhada'piponmnlnnshphlonrmh.
nnhuumwmmmnmwum IS s very warn and the
car becams sverheated., nmom:umwonlm"ahmamm. I atepred
&t the firei hetal I saw, i-'lhomhvm I saw a bed with the tép evwr
1% trimmed in lace, Itbunthahu(immmmmm. This e was triemsd,
or rather dsosrated for a mewly married, I reswved the soreen se I seuld vacnbe
in a kurry,

mz-mumwmm,mnupw-uun@t
of wxy, Some even stepnad imds the street, I stepped into a barber shop and
lecked irts a wirrer, My face wms a sight, It vas full of red spets. The felks

had theught I had snall pex, wmmbunmmmmxnmunupy.
The meprnitess he? hed o popet Pored T ¥ hod o d Yoow 35 . s P ~e
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Imm-mntumupnummu-mmm-mm

‘ogother, Imtahm-tﬂ.hothnp. .ion‘lsutshemw
mm;umuaupqumupmmm The seil
-’-.h-vy.m-wmuaummnmmnammuuu
wre wed, Tbﬂpmhaﬂmwhm There wre e or three
inches of seft ad ea the tep seil/ when 14 ms dry. The mschise did red beg
mmuumaumuuum

Th Lt iavention of & gusbe bucket ¢4 the work here berause it &d
3 piek wy of the water in the tremoh, There ws water on the swrface half the
wiy. The weather had besn very sarm, nnmummummm
hod been 2o Lreat. Ticle day wes heh. W 88t out 1n the epen conntry at 1ok dn
sur shirt slssves ani me underwer, Ib wes tec hot for somfert. A% 3100 pon. &
very black elsud cane frem the merth, n!mmﬂmmcmﬂminmd‘m
By 7130 the greand was Sfregen, mmmummuamm
maﬁxu&wnmmmumﬂmm/mm
on, mqmmzmumuuNanuammumpztm A
Brlma.-.th-ud-numlphm. We dommed al)l the duds and )4
Mmﬁlﬂd“ﬂh‘lﬂﬂuﬂm. Mwmmhtmrormmw'.
xmummmﬁ-mmummgmmﬁmmm
mummmm;mxmmmuMuxmmmm
the sunry Sesth,

Iuhohrhnnvci-)mﬁuo;urmmmithm:rdma
Mace I theught wmas twe niles ahead, hmnutuohtomﬂamdntoﬁ.

bmumutwloh*w. mohéygctupmdltirmdwnsmck
for us, Tlumxtnrﬂngwedmmaennuﬁttitfthﬁ!mumbhhmk.



{

FiOE T

mlmmwata-tmuwmmmdﬂumw
m:ummmmmmmmwwmuum

mmmmmmthn:htubcMhﬂm,mensumu
"fmw-ﬂ“mmm-lbmmthmmmhﬂammﬂﬁh.rlﬂlr
of Riverw, mmnwum(mm,mmmmhwnmm The wmter
mmmmm.snmmnnmmdubmsummmum
Sz the baak seantry, This land was off the besten track,

W, Cisuer ant Ms enpuay beught slmeet ene willisx sores fren She state and
lovy veard, Ahuﬂnﬁhmmmnlmwum. B wmier wme
mummm mmumbmm.numwmm
Mmmmmwuwﬂm Thare mas & lalm miich Jiilde tne imosiami,
manmhuts&'umumnuHﬂhMmemm. This wuld
Eiw gravity druingage te the Racelsn! Prairie, Thers wre four items that were net

hbnintaauu-uhumMm,mpmam,omhMMdmm-
mnmiohwuldbm\#mnthtmwmrmd,mm\hruhsi:tntotutt
md under parily decayod vegetatian wvhiich wuld shrink taantyLive per eamt when ary,
mm-mo:unwmuum'mm |
hwwwiammhmt&t&nmmMndf%
mdtmsm/fanrfbutdmpamt!unfutatm% Taers were tes mury svaime
for the calsred folim; :?mamw-..:mmm Thare wers tes many mequitees

ﬁttu:oofuh'-hw. nmuummmmmummr-ﬂ

or wmlking, enly sixyad tuo wmeolm,
m-nﬁmmmmmumrmumm
te move 1in a5 seen az 1t wes dralmed, Ihlimiharcmtathnforulunadnimge
preblens, My, Wiamr mmmmmamammuzm
called to tzke sare of then, :‘hvltatod&hollmnttbditcu-unywm. It

-svuyﬂtymumbommmmmn:tmumhumnwumnm
s01l was tes seft for
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%e suppert ocatile or herses; but wuld suppert a man, szdecially if he had Wwery large
fost, Yy little fairy showed ms hew the machine sust leek te de the werk) bud wy
fadry did ™t see the depth of seft seil under the partly decayed surfass, The compary
said that they wers wrking on 2 dezen grsjeeta and hat if the omchine wuld de the wrk
\hay wold want & mxber sf them = at 1lsast twsnty<five. |

I tald them X esuld baild a mackins to do thedr wrk, I gave the ocentrash
for the mashime, Now all She mud ad seft sell was sa ths mwrfacs, The dogper the greadd
the mere Liym 1% was, I feund the reverse in lLeuisiammaj ani since the wheels were
souni, the nest weight was in the perter, The mud wenld spread and the machins weuld
bog oven with s whsels, seven fest in diaxeter and six fest in uldih,

I arrived in Raoceland, Leuisianna, Jumary 6, 1505, The railread statien

was on the cast slids of the bayea and the weik wes on the wast dids, There wa ™

wridge %o eress on, The levies wers all in place ssus taanly feobl Xrenm the %ep of Lo

wmtsr and rather steep, I had ie hire a bargs to «oss 4n and (e exly tine tha daryge
was svailsble way Sundxy, |

Mino wes the Zirst self-yrepellsd machine in this ceuntry, It wes & nloe
wrn day, Inﬁmﬁ&ﬂmtomﬁwhmmmmatbluumupuﬁ
dowm ihai steup buwk into the baysu, In fact I falb & little siiky as te wiother er mb
sswe uheesl or ghain might bresk, I had re treuble whatever, I meved ap the dayeu
the meohins

half & mile o whers i% wes ret Quite se steep and/ran uwp the lsvy with Ata ewn pewer
amd started e cut a ditoh four fest in width and three-and-a-halfl fest deep., The Cajars
wire 8¢ Jumereus arwund the machisme that I bhad trouhle e keep up stemm, The surfacs
mxt te the bayou wes eight fesd higher than il was a hali mils back te the svawp,

The paxt day I out a ditch ta the summp, Theve were toe many reets and
stuxps,. /)4 It was & half xile aoress the swexp %8 open prairie, I made a reed betwoen
trees an stmpe 0 uss sxisnslexs en whsels, I eut feur timbors eigiitesn feet long
and flstiensd orm side, I wuld run en theseftizbms. I had four nen te tote the

tisbers forward, Wwhile I was running 8lX eno set the msz wauld staw and watch the

nachine, As seen as the ilber wes reads te be moved, e man wuiid renaber that he
badn's smeked for ten mirmtes, By the tins Ls get his cigaretts carcfull; rolled ard
1it, sxether
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senmbered he hadn't susied sings the last time, P Y the tims all of thes pot mwhed
wp tam er fiftesn ximtes ware gems, The mem had agle tize %o swsim while I rem the

mechine fywn o get of thrbers to amther, Y was s Yamioe in a strange ceundry amerg
strarge pesple and strangs custems, AIL T ceuld de was buckls wy belt amstber rotch,
grit wy teeth and pull my et dewn whem my buir weuld bust 10 up tee hizh,

Wages 2t Ahat thw were & dellar frem cam te san't « feed yeurself, W
£inally get %o the spen prairie ant put e extersisn on vheels, Bvarythirg wmoh elmy
for ashils %o within ene hunfired fest o Bayou Felse, my destiration, Them I begged
wey down, It required twe dayy te get uriegred and the machirs rext te Baywn Pelse
on firs seil,

T feorged to stats that T had twe dwrkies halping we, Vhen 1% s mear
quitiing time I said, B oyy, w) ook eff and in the serring wfll put dewm a dead
man gnd pull her eut,™

M daricies roperted for werk, I wited urtdl 10300 a.m, ¥» helpers .
#44 T mllnd the twe miles te Bgysu Lafeurche where everyers 1ivsd and lecsted wy halpers,

iy &4n'S ysu bays come $e work ss yeu promised™

"#ll, bezs, you said yeu was going te put dewn a desd wan and didn'd
wummmmuhm,ﬁwmmm.'

T axplained vhat & dead man was, The tws reperted the next merning,

The prumstars and land agonts kept telling we 4t wuld soon dyyup w0 I
osuld shaw wha' xy machine could deg Dut irstead of dryirg up 4t g2t wtier, While
4he lsafing weather was fire snd warm X theught I wuld see if anything weuld grew in
ihis light lesss Dlack suil, or rather decxyed vegetation, I beught a hes and garden
seed and planted in February, I had redishes be et in tesnty-ere days, After prewing
seed corn YA whiich was kuee high by Marchj I planted pess, boams, Everythirg grew
skswing & Balanced soil - and vy mt, oexing frem twonty-ens states?

I wmsn't heme vhon idleress pessed. I just had s de semethings se I
leeked over all the other reclzimed prejects « a doren or were as e usirg ¢itchire

mchines en then, xmmzummmmsm-nnbﬂmu

ereoss the machine eon and very reads te the prejects that the machire eeuld be meved
on and as 1%
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esst me forty dellars to cress B ayeu Lafourche fer the ude of the barge and the tug.

10 tesk oms howrj dut I had to cems frem Leckperd, It wes sevem miles dowwtresm,

? ko captain of the tug beat did ret koww T wes & sticker ant he vas ceriain the machine
wuld ot werk, Sinss he theught this ws his exly chanee at me, he decided te mil
e fer all be esuld, m-ﬂ-“mmmmuqummm

Wile lesking for semsthing to do I theught I weuld duild & barge %0 weve
Ahe mashing on. T hed zever yeen & beed or & barye buflS, I pusved the ship yard and
saw nou pounting up ewridrg. ’

T ke the weight of the machire and the wieght of the lwsber in the
barge showe the mbter 1ims, I found oud hew muoh water I wuld have te displace te carry
this weight. xmzﬁm«mmmn&mnmmmwmtyr«u
Yy thirty inohes deep. I had wple lmber fer/ecaffelding of the dsok plank ard supports.
T build the barge by wysslf bettem up ad the side of B aywu Felse, T¢ wns sasy to tar
and oork, ots. I had oxly teo lewsr the scsffeld en the bayeu side, She tesk the water
and there was 4 & leak & dyck dut as & rat dove undsr had her anchersd with ropes
sod 99 1% esuld erly ge eight feet frem thes damk, B3ince the water was ten fesel deep
1% was an easy task te rell her ever with yopes ani werch = met the celorsd kind, dut
nmofpmhrﬁn. She relled ever as qasily =3 a £ish, There was m
strais or Suist en any part of the barge; bud im ralling ever she filled with wsier,

The next thing te do wam tos remevy the sweter, Thare had % da a wxy
sasisr thar by using a bucket, I feund & jeinmt of half inch pipe and £illed the and
with ssnd and made this end very het and bent what we call a geess neck, I clesed the
end %o a quarter inch amd attached the sther epnd %o ths bellar of the &itohirg machime,
I placed a feur feel langth of three inch pipe ovar the goosansck in the barpe amd
tarved on the staan, In a shert time the barge wms empiy,

Thers wes wot a laak of any kind, I mut ina frans ts supmert the deck,
I éocked her ever and tarred the dack, At this time the sales mmoaser from Fimllsy
salled on we, It was very het in Juns, I theught we would taks a littls rides with
fish peles. The scaml wms mrrew with tall weeds sn the dank, The deck was very het,

The salse man had thin selss, His feet wars tee het and hs theught he wuld get in the
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Then speaking of this reclamation prejest the people of Raceland and along the Baven
wald say , "Oud dahind®, The land waw hWirh erwught te Carm a half a mile back fren
the baysu, 7Thon there s z half a wils of cyprese troes e the epem pruirie
beyend which wes called “wut behizd®, A% this time Racelard corsisted ef a depet, @

ene day was tam imchea

Motﬁn,tbt&jmm,ammhn,am.ibtdadanmytubha

On the west side of the bxyeu there were all smal) farms and ems Italian
froit stand, A dammy railvead wewt Sew miles te the main 1ire, The salesmsn = I'11
refer %o hinm as M.H, - arrived at 9:00 s.», and called at the hetel which was eperated
by tws Spardsh maiderm, Hs asked, “ihere i1l I find ¥, RIN1 ™

"Out bshind,”

He waitsd an Pour, M Mr, H111, Fe stepped arcund lesking sboud tha
cut bulldings, Ore of the pirls called, "That hain'$ what 4t 48 , It'c upataive,®

wr, U, firally located me, The rext day we ware to = to Leckpert, The
enly cenveyance a3 & herse ard bugxy, Mr. N, did mt care %o clird the stzirs, se he
Whiwnumt until we got sut of teun, After some tiree miles, Mr, W, asked,
"H411, kow mch farthsr is 4t cut sf tewn™

"Oh, steat fory miles

"Stap., I'11 have o climb eover that levy,”

The levy was sems tom foel hizh, On the west dark 1s the lonvest sixeet
in the wrlé, a hundrsd miles, mvaraging a heuse evary two lunirod fset, It had a tos
path along ha bamk, The nen weuld pull eyater lugrors, then & bayeu &s oennest with
e river, 1t alsays has 2 currsat te the Culf, The levies alemg the bayeu weuld break
se often that 12 was decided te plece @ dam in the bayeu al tis river, This wes deme

in 1900, PFs# ths water 4n the bsyou fleowe Yoth wys accerdirg to the tide ard the wind,

The rainfall is go hoavy that 221t wmtor novar geto this far froa Lhe Gulf,

Scme people may wonder why strems are called bayeus in sorwplecse awd
etceks, brechs and rivulats in other ssctions, A4 bayou is connectedts & gulf er sea

wmisr msving elther wxy according ts the tids. The ether three wstlers flow only om
wy, tewards the center of the earth,

yorrr

The rainfsl) varier groatly hers/<4{ least {3 has {n the part thirty<three

e VTaset {n the nant thirtvethrea vaers wms 38.51C. The zaet wms 77.37 inches, The et
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5-27-4%, Well, here T am back to mv barze - not onl¥ 2 barre, but the
hull for my steam boat. I hod pnaddles nade ©o clamp on the wheels on
the machine; then I would ;i~ck un the machine so the wheels would free
the barge, »nd I would have a steam boat.

I placed the barge to run the machine on. Not béing a good navigator,
I made the barge too long - or the bayou wasn't wade encugh! I had

to place the barge diagonally, one corner against the bank, the oppo-
site corner at the other end against the other bank. I ran the ma-
chine on the barge; the weight made her settle, but the two corners on
the bank could not stttle; the twisted barge sprung a leak and tilted
the machine. It was so near tipping in the bayou I think if a humming-
bird had landed on the machine, it would have toppled in.

I anchored
it with rope so it would not tip over and rigmed a windlass, pulled

it back and mended the barge.

There were so many stories about it drying up - or not dryin-; - that
when the machine was safe on solid ground again, I thought it best to
investigate the nroject where it was firm enough to use horses. The
party who wanted the machine sent two Mexicans to move a suall barge

to their place. An old native came alonz as pilot. The barge was
eight by twelve feet, and they were to use poles for motive power. The
barze was in Bayou Folse where my machine was. I was to go with thew
to learn the route, to come later with my steam boat. It was 9:00 A.il,
when we got started to make the ten-mile rub; exnccted to land there
not later than 1:00 P.M, Taking a few cans of eats and two :mallons of
water, we started off. Ckay to midway across Lake Fields. Strone head
winds. Had to de up until 6:00 P.*", Eats and water were oone by

nonrn. The s'n wns hoaty; no shade; waber w:s *oo hot in the lae to

hnld in vour hand. The lak%e was full of wimmlers and very mnddv. I%

zot hot gand drv encnm~ £n snit fire. Tt was cebtin~

,j ay\— '"-\vr:\_!—‘ ser

ragnhed Tnebnant (Oa=al, T vantad ta on b Tnekrornt fanth il Mee
A1 d nat+ e ‘q’,.]-'y A -'. »1: vro o .E'-n-n-hl-\ AT 1:0 tO'."T‘. ty.e:" S+ T tn AN R YR r: ‘!'t
minced the channel and pran on a mad flot, wit: the £ide mnins o,

o eebtinm aut gnd rnnoine,  fhe Tlevicw.a eave ong,  amt, i oer



Thipat. Ard Sleetera. TFinallw cave un, Dorm and vk, "o cowered
onrthends whe hect e conld while fipntins Lho sireet-me, Tjanwr wonld
weih a nound (do not 'mow how manvy), The~ ool gic ar =on Tamg and
harlr, it there was anv hark on the lorms. unavin~ fdoizes asite, the
skeeters were awful! Put I became immune tn them, and did not mint a

dozen getting a meal at a time. AFenmmIm the—wee small frowesy—ILhe
eapth—rotted

Along in"the wee small hours, the earth rolled over to face the Man
in the Moon. Do you know why he never got married? He only makes a
quarter a week, and has to have that to get full once a month. Iven
if he was an old bachelor, he was michty mood to us. As he 1lit up

the interior of our craft, I saw a long, six-inch board I could remove
fromtthe bottom of the barge; it was long enough to reach solid ground.
There was a small rope and reel at the end of the barge. We tied the
rope to tue board. One would overate the reel and try to rock the
barge; the other would hold the board down and rock. Got her to move,
but we could only move the length of the barge at a pull. Kept at

it, the skeeters keeping us awake. Nothing to mare a smud~e with = to-
bacco and matches gave out the same time the Wexicans did. At day-
break, we got back in the channel in short order, and made it to Lock-
port, where we got something stronger than water. We drenched the
Mexicans, and soon had them able to move and eat. '

3-28-43, You probably wonder why we did not abandon our craft and wade
or swim out. BSoft mud, three to four feet deep, with water two to
three inches on top. Not a temntins nlace to take a guarter-mile swim,
It was two miles to the nearest inhabitants, other than snaies and ga-
tors. Our throats were too dry to holler, and there was not-:ing for

a sisnal lisht but our duds, and no matches or flint to start a fire
for signal.

I rested a few davs, then went to investig=te whcre I was to cut dit-
ches. The right-of-way had been cut around a quarter section. I

started to walk ar—-und tais track at 9:50 A.'. It was a vcrr hot da7.
A shovel, meant for testing the soil, found other vse. The ratiy was

fa
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