Civil War's Start Saw Early
Enlistment Of Recruits In Co.

Three Companies Ot
Soldiers Leave For |
Front In Few Weeks |

Findlay and Hancock county|
heard with excitement the news)
of just 10 years ago that Civili
War had broken out in the United!
States. )

Fort Sumter.
South Carolina, had been fired up- |
on on April 12 by the South. The!
fort. held by federal troops, fell|
under the southern attack the next
day. On April 15, President Lincoln |
issued a call for 75,000 volunteers.
Ii meant the start of the war
which was to last four years.

The news did not reach the local |
community right away. By April |
17 the town had heard the news,
probably through the railroad
which then ran between Findlay
and Carey. |

Town Conducls Hally

Immediately the townspeople!
gnd many who came in from the;
villages and raral districts re-

sponded with & ﬁemonstrationi
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In the weekiy historical col-
umn on the editerial page on |
Saturdays will appear more in- |
formakion in the next few weeks |
about the Hancock county par- |
ticipation in the Civil War.

|
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which inciuded the raising of
flags. a parade by a band and the
firing of a cannon which had be-
come a local fixture.

A call was issued for ajpublic|
meeting at the court house on
April 18. The program for thel
gathering included patriotic ta_lksl
and the adoption of a reschition
pledging the community’s support
to the cause of the North.

Fdson Goit, Findlay's first law- |
yer, presided at the public meet-
ing, The committee which draft-
od the resolution consisted of
Aaron F. Blackford, J. M. Palmer, |
A. P. Byal, W, W Siddal and Is-
real Green.

A trio consisting of N. Y. Mef-
ford. D. M. Stoughton and Wil-
liam Mungen, sang the national
anthem ,with the audience joining |
in on the later stanzas.

Speakers Heard

Among the speakers were
James A. Bope. Mr. Mungen, J.
M. Palmer, William Gribben and
others. Col. James M. Neibling
who had served in the Mexican

War a few wears earlier, ;xﬂsol
—— 2.3 o eew M

at Charleston, |

{
|

History Contains
Complete List Of
Hancock Soldiers

The history of Hancock coun-
ty, written by Jacob A. Spaythe
in 1903. contains a complete rec-

| ord of all the Hancock county

soldiers who participated in the
Civil War.

They are listed by companies
and regiments. A brief descrip-
tion of the engagements in which

| the various units participated al-

so is provided by Mr, Spaythe,
whe was a deputy county audi-
tor for a number of years here.

the war would only last for a very
brief time and for this reason
the enlistments were for only
three months.

[mmediately upon the return of
the three companies, recruitment
of volunteers for a longer period
of service started. A military de-
pot known as Camp Vance was
established along the Blanchard
river east of the city. The name
of Vance was given to the area in
honor of Wilson Vance, who had
originally laid out the town of
Findlay. He was still living at the
time.

H ere the 21st regiment was re-
organized and was mustered into
federal service for three years
on Sept. 18, 1861, Col. Neibling
retained his rank in the new or-
ganization. Four companies were
raised in Hancock county. Others
came from surrounding counties.
The regiment left Findlay for
Camp Dennison in Eastern Ohio
Sept. 2. Early in October, the
unit moved into Kentucky. The
regiment went through the war
and was honored for its bravery
and courage.

In Other Uniis, Ton
Many Findlay and Hancock

county men also served in various |

other Civil War units. It was the
21st which was the first to be re-
cruited and enter service. An-
other regiment which was largely
recruited in Hancock and nearby
counties was the 57th Infantry
which was partially organized at
Camp Vance. Col. William Mun-
gen, a Findlay attorney, who in
1867 went to Congress from this
district, was its commander. This
regiment left Findlay Jan. 22, 1862.
Separate Findlay companies
were included in a number of
other regiments during the war.

Pensions Linger
From Civil War

Widows, Children
Still On V.A. Rolls

WASHINGTON, (# — The Civil
War has been over for almost 100
years, but the Veterans Admini-
stration reports that it is still pay-
ing pensions to more than 3,070
widows and 650 children of vet-
erans of that conflict.

The last veteran of the war died
only a little more than a year ago,
on Dec. 19, 1959. He was a Con-
federate veteran, Walter W. Wil-
liams of Houston, Tex. The last
Union veteran, Albert Woolson of
Duluth, Minn., died Aug. 2, 1956.

Confederate veterans and wid-
ows and children of deceased
Confederate veterans were not
eligible for Federal pensions ui-
til July 1, 1958.

The V. A. does not have up-to-
date figures on the age and place
of residence of the surviving
widows. But apparently, based on
data of September. 1959, the
youngest must be more than 61
years old and the oldest could be
around 110.

Widows’ Ages Tallied

In September, 1959, the young-
est Civil War widow on the rtolls
was 60 years old. One was 61, two
were 62, and four were 63. The
oldest was 109; two were 106 and
four were 104. .

Records of widows of Union vet-
erans as of June, 1959, showed
2,810 on the pension rolls. The
largest number residing in any
state at that time was 221, in
California.

Other states with more than 100
in each included: Ohio 207. Indi-
ana 169, Missouri 178, Illinois 159,
New York 149, Kentucky 139,
Pennsylvania 137 and Tennessee
115. None were listed for Alaska
or Nevada.

There were 1,175 Confederate
widows on the rolls as of January,
1960. The most in any one state
was 168 in Texas.

Pensioners Linger On

The V. A. records show that
even though a war may last only
a relatively short time, & century
or more passes before the last
beneficiary of Federal pensions
dies.

The Revolutionary War lasted

Pimnan AFME bn 1702 Tha lact do.

Old Betsy,
Woar's Beginning In

‘i Artillery Piece
| With Long History

To Aid Celebration
By MARGARET DENNIS

Old Betsy is being rejuven-
lated. Those who know her will
itell you she has needed it for
imany years. For she is venep-
able. But Merton Mertz, 422
| Third St.. and the Toledo “‘sur-
tgeons”’ who are ‘‘operating™ on
lhe‘r say that, although she is
‘venerable she will once again be
imade voluable.

i Old Betsy has been silent for
jmore than 60 vears. But before
ithat her voice was a foreeful
{one. Just 100 vears ago Monday
lshe proclaimed to the Hancock
County citizens that the Civil
{War had begun.
| 1n September, 1862, she was
irushed, with a group of men
{who called themselves the
{Squirrel Hunters, to northern
iKentucky to defend Cincinnati
ifrom the Rebels.
! Dates Far Back

She is believed to have par-
iticipated in the War of 1812 and
{the Indian Wars of General Har-
irison. Some even date ber back
ito Revolutionary days.

1 0ld Betsy, a 600-pound cau.
inon, will be remembered by
many Findlay residents as hay-
ing stood in the front wyard of

‘the George W, Walters home,

11039 N. Main St.. and later in
'the museum of the late Dr. C.
W. Sheppard. It is now the
property of Mr. Mertz and is
‘being reconstructed by the re-
lactivated 111th CGhio Volunteer
Infantry of Toledo which is re-
building many Civil War ammu-
nition pieces to specifications
obtained from War Depariment
files.

Mr. Merlz, who rescued Old
{Betsy from a scrap drive of the
Sertoma Club held in 1952, is &
gun collector. To some peaple
guns are fearful weapons.
Mr. Mertz, who has lethal
weapons Tanging in age from
antiques to modern day types
and in size from pistols small
enough lo be held in the palm
of the hand to Old Betsy, they

are fascinating.

After seeing the picture of
!the old canmon in the Republi-
| can-Courier on April 5, 1952 and
{reading that it had been donated
!by Dr. Sheppard’s som, C. 1.
| Sheppard, for the Sertoma Club
lserap drive, Mr. Mertz was
determined to rescue if.
|+ felt that would have been
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To | then its history

Cannon Which Helped Community Salute
1861, Is Now Prized Relic Here
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ilndustrial
Production
Even In March

WASHINGTON (AP} — Indus-
ltrial production held even in
{March while some other key eco-

Here Merton ﬂ%of Pindlay, is shown with Old B

owns and which

Old Cannon Has Memorable Community History

y, the

‘have a role in the Civil War centennial

ting under way.

since that fime ils various vieis-
situdes of fortune can be easily
traced. Before 1847 its history
may be ohscure as is the pedi-
gree of some of the eminent
American statesmen: but since
' {5 part of the
history of the gounty.”

Used On Independence Day

According to Mr. Walters, Old
Betsy was sent 10 Hancock
County to be an chject lesson
lagainst war, But even in that
early day weapons of war, it
seems, became gquickly out-
moded,

“Very soon it hacame so anti-
quated as & wespon a5 lo be |
uged only for m . un -occa.-‘
sional uproar a| some pioneer
jollification. On Fourth of July |
occasions L became quile com-
[mon to Joad the old gun with

I;oss Of L_lfe I_n_
Civil War Higher
Than World Wars

Of the approximately 3.060
Hancock county soldiers whn
joined the colors to fight tor the
northern cause in the Civii War,
arotind 16 per cent paver ye-
tirned.

The toll for Hancock connty
was the largest of any conflict in
whieh the United States has
been engaged. In the two world
wars, the loss of life from Han-
otick county was far below the
Civil War mark.

According to Mr. Patterson

2 hetween 400 : 5 fron :

I and 500 men feom | oucred i he L
: of pow. rested “'in he CLAG

reasonable: good charse O DOW-|ihic area responded to the eall !5y hawared ralic of

{al Reserve Board reported Fri-

After declining for seven con-
gecutive months, the output of
Imines, mills and utilities in both
'February and March remained
|steady at January's level of 102
per cent of the 1957 average, the
hoard announced.

in its monthly “National Sum-

bhoard said:

“Nonagriculturali employment
was also maintained in March and
average hours of work in manu-
facturing rose further; the unem-
ployment rate
changed.
| “Retail sales coofinued to re-
|cover. The seasonally adjuted
{money supply increased further.
| “In late March and early April,
lcommon stock prices rose sharp-
|ly, reaching new highs on unus-
|ally large volume of trading.”

Although many had hoped the
production rate would turn up in
March. the three-month level pe-
riod was typical of the bottom-
ing-out phase of a recession.

The latter conclusion was bol-
|stered by the board’s report that
|iron and steel production, which
bulks large in the index, contin-
ued its rise into early April,

Automobile assembly schedules
indicate that passenger cayr output
this month will show a tise al-
though a decline is normal for
April, the board said.

Teen-Agers
Analyze Data

El. CERRITO, Calif.
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Waliers that the old gun should a balloon 10,000 feet or "higher.
be hoperably cared for It The camera was found Wednes-
srepitude, day on a farm 25 miles from the
| launching site. The boys said an

fav

nomic indicators rose, the Feder-|

|mary of Business Conditions” the!

was about un-!

The U.S.
Flag Code
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| Description of the Flag

! ‘The Flag of the United Stalés of
America has 13 horizontal stFipes
—7 red and 6 white—the red @n:
white stripes alternating, and a
union which consists of TWhite
stars of five points on a blue field
placed in the upper guarterinext
| the staff and extending to the tow-
{er edge of the fourth red Sl¥ipe
| from the top. The number of stars
is the same as the numibier of
States in the Union. :
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| EHective July 4, 1960 %)) the
| canton or umon contains 30 stars
arranged as indicated in the abbve
| reproduction. On the admission of
|a State into the Union a star will
'be added to the union of ‘the
Flag, and such addition will take
l'effect on the 4th day of July pext
| suceeeding such admission, Th e
| proportions of the Flag as pre-
seribed by Executive Order of
President Taft, October 29, 1212
ix), are as follows:

Hoist (width) of Flag ) L

1.2
Hoist (widih) of uniop .. 7-18
Fly (length) of union ... 876
Width of each stripe ... 113
Diameter of each star 616

{x) Executive Order 10834, ap-
proved on August 21, 1959, eslab-
iished the new design for tha 3¢
star Flag, effective July 4, 1860:

however, those proportions  in-
dicated above were left un-
{ changed.

‘Anti-Red Move
'On In Shanghai

HONG KONG (AP)—The Brit-
ish-owned South China Morming

.




