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Power Tools & the Meaning of Life:
A Man’s Perspective

By Bill Skubi

ad, can L help?” Eight-year-
Dold Austin posed the ques-
tion as [ leaned against the

board to holditin place. Thad alevel
in one hand and an electric screw
driver in the other. Holding three
inch-and-a-quarter sheetrock screws
in my mouth kept me from reflex-
ively snapping, “No!” 1 handed
Austin the screwdriver, mumbled
and nodded some sort of affirma-
tive, placed the first screw in the
countersunk hole, and the boy drove
it in perfectly. We got a rhythm
going and in no time our beautiful
new hearth and old mantle was
secured in place. Think abour it.
Just like the water powered looms
and treadle sewing machines of 150
years ago, a rechargeable electric
screwdriver enabled me to exploit

child labor.

Austin has seen me useahand- §

turned screwdriver, but I know
they must seem as quaint and
curious to him as the eggbeater-

type drill I played with as a boy. =

Hand tools are great, but they are
a thing of the past. For one thing,
i’s hard to find good hand tools
today. I know because I recently §
tried to cut a piece of lumber with
a brand new Stanley handsaw,
and it was mighty tough sledding,
Afewdayslaterat thebeach house

[ needed to cut a few inches offa §

sheet of 5/8-inch plywood (tostick &

Dominant Technology

All the time we were planning and
building we referred to the back
room off the living room as the
Den. But ever since we set up the
computer it has been known as the
Computer Room. Think about it.
Den is not only a word, but a direct
link with the animal world; its mean-
ing is tied to the mysteries of refuge,
renewal, and rearing of young.
Personal computers have been
around for less than 20 years (we've
owned one for fewer than ten) and
POOF! the meaningassociated with
it — instant visual/verbal commu-
nication, virtual replacements of
natural surroundings, highly spe-
cific motor activities in response to
preprogramming— take over com-

under a sagging mattress). No &8

power tools here, so [ took a real

saw, a Stanley at least as old as me, §

and— zubba, zubba, zubba, zubba

— it cut through that tough old
plywood just like a son of a gun.

That didn’t mean I wasn’t
wishing the whole five minutes
that I had my Skilsaw; I was. Itdoes,
however, mean that watching the
building of our house 104 years ago
would have been quite a different
scene from the building site of today
where work can’t even begin until
the temporary power pole goes in.

As near as I can tell power tools
divide up into four basic groups.
Things that cut and scrape (saws,
sanders, routers), things that ham-
mer and drive, things that suck and
blow (compressors, sprayers, vacu-
ums), and, most recently, things
supposed to replace basic common
sense and reasoning (computers in
all their varied forms). Let’s take the
devil by the horns and look at com-
puters first.

Power washing: How did we ever live

without it? Photo: Skubi.

pletely. I love em (the newspaper
you are reading would be impos-
sible without them), Austin loves
’em, but Jan hates the darn things. If
you don’town a personal computer
(anotheroneofthegreatoxymorons)
here’s what it can do for you. It’s a
combination typewriter, typesetter,
and printing press. Studies show
that this is the only thing that most
people use their computers for. Ev-
ery letter, recipe, story, or diary en-
try you type into your computer
and save, you can print as many
timesas you like, whenever you like.
This may not seem like a big deal,
but the personal computer has
knocked the centuries-old conven-
tions of the printing and publishing

trades into a cocked hat. Cynics
used to sneer that we had freedom
of the press in this country for every-
onewho owned a press, which isstill
true, except now millions of Ameri-
cans own their own mini-presses.
If you're in business, computers
can do a lot of bookkeeping. Enter
the amount of a billing, and the
computer spits out an invoice. Enter
the amount of a payment, and it
keeps track of income. Computer-
based bookkeepingand tax programs
whiz millions of Americans though
income taxes this time of year.
Computers will also plug you
into the withering pace of technol-
ogy, whether you desire this or not.
For 70 dollars you can buy a fax/
modem which makes it possible for
your computer to talk to other
# computers over the phone lines.
What the other computers will
tell yours in the course of this
routine cybergossip is that your
computer (no matter how new
or expensive) is already obsolete.

Who's the Best?

Machines deal in force and effi-
ciency; conscience, forgiveness,
good faith, even common sense,
it turns out, are not part of the
program. Right when we were in
the middle of delicate discus-
" sions with our glass and insula-
“ tion contractor about a refund
for overpayment, their computer
sent us a bogus bill for an addi-
tional $1,300. Likewise, it came
askind of shock to us that higher-
ups in the bank would only give
us a one-month extension, till
the end of March, to paint our
house as part of our construction
loan. This brought Jan’s brother
Craig out over the weekend with a
pressure washer.

Once again a man with a power

tool was coming to the rescue. As he
groomed the house | remarked to
Austin, “Your uncle Craig is one of
the best.” With absolute sureness he
corrected, “Uncle Craig isthe best.”
As I write, the house is prepped and
ready to paint, it is my birthday and
raining to beat the band. We have
exactly ten days to get two mild and
sunny days to paint. That's where
the oldest power tool of all comes

into play — called faith. (D

Next issue: The Home Wrecker picks
the top ten power tools of all time.
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« Custom Residential Design

- Commercial Planning & Design

+ Energy Studies & Permit Process
+ Blueprinting & Plotting

MICHAEL
BOYD
ARCHITECTS

p.o. box 303
langley, wa 98260

206.221.1939
fax 206.221.2377

Pre-purchase Property
Evaluation

* Woodland property

* Wetland and streams

* Bluff property vegetation

* Hazard tree assessments

¢ Wildlife and fisheries

Vegetation

Management Plans
* Greenbelt development
* Tree retention/ protection
during construction
* View management
* Use of existing plants
in landscape design
* Wetland mitigation
and restoration

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
ASSESSMENT & MANAGEMEMENT

Call (206) 341-3433 to
schedule your consultation.

Town
&
Country

Pest Control, Inc. :

Anacortes

(206) 293-6133

Organic Pest Control Available — Free Consultation

Oak Harbor
(206) 675-4851

Mt. Vernon

(206) 428-2761

Build Your Own

&Y
A
Fence and Save!

Cedar Fencing
(Grade of Cedar)

1.39 '

1.79 faw”

Store Hours:

Open Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:00
Saturday 8:00 - 4:00

E m Or Open a Copeland Charge!

Lattice Top Fence

2" x 4" x 8' Lattice Support
2" x 4" x 2" Lattice Support

COPELAND

LUMBER YARDS INC.
1000 Roberta Freeland 331-1711

Free Delivery!

Easy-To-Build

Materials Needed
1" x 6" x 8' Boards
2" x 4" x 8' Stringers
4" x 4" x 8' PT Posts

2' x 8' Lattice
Nails /Clips

_ 3-Way Protection in One Coat
« Penelrating Preservative Protection
« Water Repellent Surfoce Protection

* Mildew Profection

(lear, Paintoble, Stoinable

9.99

Gallon
SENCO

Authorized

Dealer

Prices Good Through 4/16/94
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Revorutionary AstroLoGY!

Breaking down the barriers between us and ourselves
Soul Level Astrologer Mark Borax is available for consultation at 221-5072. © 1993 Mark Borax

79,

April 4-10

The Cosmic Weather Report: As the Sun penetrates the heart of Aries, the Ram, the quest for
selfhood achieves new meaning, compelling us to become who we are. At first glance, this
sounds redundant, but just as plants need poetry and children in the womb need songs sung
to them to ensure genuine emergence, the core nature of each of us needs courting and coaxing
to “Come out, Come out, Wherever you are!” We're conditioned to smell like chemical
reproductions of flowers, to plug our pores with industrial glop in order to avoid sweating, to
duplicate the pure white smiles of airbrushed media models, and solve all our problems in time
for the half-hour commercial break. Underneath this house of cards lies something poignantly
nascent, aching to emerge, and This One calls to us now from the Heart of Creation.

Aries (March 20/21-April 20)

It's your time to shine like a knight on a Quest Perilous which is
bound to fail atevery point of it that’s charged with haughty ego,
and guaranteed to succeed in all of its allegiance to true evolu-
tion.

Taurus (April 20-May 21)

A momentary fragmentation effect occurs at the end of the week,
splintering previously solid self-graspings into strangely juxta-
posed counter-images. Redefinition of hopes & dreams is the
ticket.

Gemini (May 21-June 21)

Understand how the things you haven’t been able to accomplish
are due to you being ahead of yourself on a visionary level but
behind inthe physical plane. Remedial steps, while prickly to the
ego, are balm to the wounded will.

Cancer (June 21-July 23)

A major renovation project in emotional reconstruction is two-
thirds complete. Stick with the plan (even if you have none) in
order to emerge by May Day into the sunlight spheres of Spring
Festivity.

Leo (July 23~August 23)

New power surges through your center, and can be enhanced by
learning to spot Leo in the sky—the backwards question mark
high to the South is the Lion’s mane. The brightest star is the dot
of the question. Leo’s hind is triangular, and the cat is as big as
the Big Dipper.

Virgo (August 23-September 23)

The Divine Art of Ordinary Life takes a new twist as you're
challenged to make a stand for something you don’t really
believe in but must speak up foranyway, in order to rhythmically
punctuate an otherwise unfinished sentence.
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MS, contd from page 28.

and also very knowledgeable about MS and
treatment plans. She also had a very positive
point of view. “It’s all very well to listen to
doctors who do what they can medically, buta
lot of the treatment is up to you. Aslong as you
believe you will get well, the better chance you
have of recovery and going into remission.”

Ruth isdark and curly-haired like Michael
and adamant in her opinions. It’s people like
you, I thought, who give others the faith to
accomplish miracles. Michael told a joke
about himself and some of the difficulties he
experienced in moving. His face crinkled into
smiles, and I was reminded of the chronicle of
self-care written by Norman Cousins called
Anatomy of an Illness. When Cousins discov-
ered he had a crippling and irreversible col-
lagen disease, he locked himself away from
other people and watched funny movies non-
stop for months. This apparently resulted in
remission and, he felt, put him on the road to
recovery. The theory being that laughter re-
leases endorphins, morphine-like painkillers
produced by the brain that give us a sense of
comfort and calm.

As an observer, I found myself drawn to
these three, who not only exhibited pluck but
maintained a sense of humor. When I com-
mented on this, Michael responded, “That’s
part of the cure — being able to laugh ar
yourself. That’s very important. The less stress
the better control you have over the situation.”

"Then the meeting was over, and we got up to
go. I realized that in a short period of time I had
become close to these three people in ways hard
to explain. I felt a reluctance to part company.
Even more, I felt a deep sense of gratitude.

Jill called me the next day to apologize.

Libra (September 23~October 23/24)

Balance is achieved in the dance of relationship which provides
the clearest mirror of selfhood. If you don’t like what you see,
instead of blaming the glass adapt the belief that self-change is
in order.

Scorpio (October 23 /24-November 22)

Recent polls reveal Scorpios divided between those who feel I'm
out to get them and those who appreciate my astrological
surfboard to help them meet battering Cosmic Waves. In late '95
Pluto finally abandons its 12 year Scorpio Tsunami-Generating
Station. Hang in there!

Sagittarivs (November 22-December 22)

The adolescent in you gets to sit down with the adult for a no-
holds-barred pow wow session which reveals the power that
childhood vows have had on you since age ten or so. Find new
ways to honor the child without indulging or repressing.
Capricorn (December 22-January 19/20)

Enjoying your greatness demands the courage to transcend the
anti-self taboos which religious and social conditioning place like
chastity belts over the virginal soul dying to be born within you.

Aquarius (January 19/20—February 18/19)

You'vebeen prevented from premature fulfillment, which would
negate your higher purpose. Instead of wasting a second be-
moaning your fate, live life as a workshop in meaning and value
unglued to results.

Pisces (February 18/19-March 20/21)

We're born into the electromagnetic Sea of Impressions which
mass consciousness perceives as the solid world. This means
that you're one of the charter members of the 12-Step Neo-
Atlantean Amnesiacs Recovery Support Group. Remember who
you are!

The meeting time was changed, but she for-
got to inform me. “We're going to show a
video on bee-sting therapy next week; can you
make it?” she asked. I told her I'd be there.

Thefilm showed menand womenwillingly
submitting themselves to painful stings to com-
bat the paralytic symptoms of MS. Apparently,
repeated exposure to bee stings can affect re-
mission — and, in some, recovery.

“Are you going to try it?” [ asked Millie.

“You bet,” was the enthusiastic response.
“We've already set up an appointment for
nextweek,” she exclaimed. “It’sa slow process
that can take maybe years, but it's worth
trying. We'll let you know what happens,”
she promised. Herbeautiful young face flowed
with excitement.

In this instance, being an “over-achiever”
may be the answer to a cure! But there’s
another term that seemsappropriate for Millie
and Jill and other MSers — and that’s gutsy!

Still, the question remains: What causes
MS? Contagion does not seem to be a consid-
eration after years of study. Isit genetic, as some
MSers who are cousins are inclined to believe?
Orisitsomethingelse, something more insidi-
ous—asymptom of ourabused environment?
Some day researchers may surface with more
information in the battle against multiple scle-
rosis — the mystery disease.

For information on MS, or for the support group
nearest you, contact the Western Washington
Chapter of the National Multiple Sclerosis Soci-
ety, 2328 Sixth Ave., Seattle, WA 98121,

Eleanor Nelson is an artist living in Port
Townsend and a regular correspondent to the

Island Independent.

April 11-18

The Cosmic Weather Report: Like puppets coming alive in a darkened workshop, our various
subselves—created by stray thought forms and disowned emotional cross-fertilizations—have
gone ahead and populated the shelves of the world with odd critters, grotesque caricatures and
zany jesters of the imagination that are far more real than we know. Galactic Command Center
now gives us the mission to peer through the night time windows and witness the dance of
“Those Whom We Are & Aren’t with Those Whom Others Are & Aren’t,” also known as
“Modern Inter-Relationship.” Thursday morning when Mars enters Aries we're given the
ability to march right down the middle of this farcical melodrama in order to rewrite the ending
based on what really is rather than what appears to be.

Aries (March 20/21-April 20)

Last week’s knightly errantry amplifies toa spiritual warriorhood
that tests your soul in the flames of radical self-renewal. Become
a spear of light that dispels dark ignorance, or a healing scalpel
that removes the poisoned dart.

Taurus (April 20~May 21)

The old world craftsperson in you gets more of a say in things,
as you inject love into Gepetto’s workshop of wooden boys
aching to become real in a world where it’s more fashionable to
remain wooden.

Gemini (May 21-June 21)

Combustion Danger: High, if you confuse the lure of false praise
and ego aggrandizement with true creative response to a dark
and difficult situation, but if the flames consume your ego, it’s
worth it.

Cancer (June 21-July 23)

Become the puppet master who illustrates hidden archetypal
motifsin the guise of kidlike entertainment. Master your craft by
caring enough to let go of what’s not yet known, and kick off
your strings!

Leo (July 23~August 23)

Sweeten the breath of life which pulsates through you by
funneling full spirit into every grain of your voice. Let the Spring
mountain air carry your melodic essence to the lower reaches
where the trenchwork is nearing completion on the forefront of
Post-Millennial Society.

Virgo (August 23~September 23)

Dualities gradually approach a showdown that won’t culminate
for a week or two but heat up enough for you to apply preven-
tative maintenance. Imagine yourself on the far side of your most
insurmountable obstacle, and act that way.

Libra (September 23~October 23/24)

Directing. Conducting. Orchestrating. The Sorcerer’s Appren-
tice in you rises to new heights in order to weave many disparate
strands into a cohesion more sweet for its discord, more true for
its errors and more meaningful for its unspoken tragedy.

Scorpio (October 23 /24—November 22)

Ovenidentification with murky and insidious levels of the cur-
rent drama is a chief employment hazard of your current job
description: Mine Sweeper for the Somnambulistic Western
Cultural Line Dance.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 22)

Speed is of the essence in opening a gap of non-doing through
which history’s voltage can leap across and sizzle away to future
frontiers without burming you.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19/20)

Contrast the roles you’ve recently been playing with an oblique
approach to a whole new character that has things to say that no
one else could, which you should pay close attention to.
Aquarius (January 19/20-February 18/19)

Negative thought forms must be eradicated at first peep before
they have a chance to profligate like a plague of pestilence. The
best pest control is clean mind, consecrated will.

Pisces (February 18/19-March 20/21)

The Galactic Overseers give you an open space to create
whatever you need.

Sustainable Living Resource Directory

Architect & Designers

Building Materials

Publications

Maureen Belle, BlArch

(See Consultants listing) 2819 SR 525

Langley, WA 98260
(206) 321-0848

Michael Boyd Architects

Building Source Inc.

Eco-Logical Wisdom
1705 N. 45th Street
Seattle, WA 98103

Bi-monthly newsletter

PO Box 303 Mike, Dave, Ray
Langley, WA 98260 The Efficient House Sourcebook
(206) 221-1939 Contractors Rocky Mountain Insfitute
Michael Boyd, A. 1. A. David Simon 1739 Snowmass (reek Road

PO Box 1168 Snowmass, (0 81654
Passage Architects Freeland, WA 98249 Directory of organizations on
118B Second Street (206) 321-2908 home-scale resource efficiency
PO Box 788 David Simon
Langley, WA 98260 Project management, & Environmental Resource Guide

(206) 221-0471

R-control building assembly

American Institute of Architects

John Shevenell, ALA. PO Box 753
Jean Steinbrecher, A. . A. Threshold Construction Waldorf, MD 20604
5993 Wilkinson Rd. Quarterly AIA publication
Consultants Langley, WA 98260
Greenbelt Consulting (206) 341-2434 The Journal of Light Construction
PO Box 601, John Goertzel PO Box 686
(linton, WA 98236 Tile Specialist Holmes, PA 19043
(206) 341-3433 Monthly magazine

Elliott Menashe
Environmentally sound
site management

Listings: $10 per issue (minimum 4 issues). Discounts for

long-term listings and regular display advertisers.

Systems-EARTH

PO Box 495

Langley, WA 98260

(206) 579-1535

Maureen Belle, BlArch
Environmental consultant

& feng shui practitioner

For information, call 221-4737.

The above is a paid listing. The [sland Independent has not
researched the level of expertise for any listing. It is our intent
(only) to aid the continued growth and interest in environ-
mentally attuned building, land use, and living.
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