


HisToRY — FORT CASEY

Washington State Governor Dan Evans
has proclaimed November as "Gune for
Casey" Month, and an effort is being
made by the Coupeville Lions Club to
raise over $30,000 to bring two large
ten inch disappearing gune, the only
two in existence, from the Philippine
Islands to Fort Casey.

The guns weigh 200 tons, and must
be disassembled and crated and haul-
ed to the sea where Navy shipe will
bring them to Washington. The two
big guns are counterparts of the
guns located at Fort Casey during
World War I,

Two smaller guns have already been
brought back and mounted in their
old lecation.

As one strolls today along the
great concrete bunker area of Fort
Cagsey, one can envision somewhat
the activity of yesterday when the
Fort was in its hey-day.

After the boom of 1890 and the
crash of 1893, residents of Coupe-
ville were encouraged by news that
the government was to build a fort
at Admiralty Head on the west side
of Whidbey.

Admiralty Head is an area which
has figured much in Whidbey Island
history. It was the site of the
homestead of Dr. Kellogg, the "can-
oe doctor" of early day history.

The Crockett family settled near
Admiralty Head: the area Jjust east
of the fort area where the Keystone
Ferry landing is located, was once
chosen for a boom town, "Little
Chicago™ or "New Chicage',

The Admiralty Head lighthouse was
built near the site of the present
lighthouse, which has now been made
into a State Parks museum, and was
the home at one time of Flora Pear-
son Engle, who is credited with
changing the spelling of "Whidbey"
to "Whidby" Island.

ofF WorlLD WAR I

Fort Casey was one of three such
military installations, and the
mammoth coastal defense gune guard-
ed the entrance to Puget Sound

The other two forts guarding the
"triangle" of the straits were Fort
Flagler and Fort Worden, Bids were
opened for excavation and concrete
work on August 11, 1897, and workers
received $1.65 for a ten-hour work
day., TFort Casey was on its way,

The new military instellation was
named Fort Casey in honor of the
Chief of Engineers of the U, S. Army
Brigadier General Thomas L. Casey.
The big guns first fired on Sept. 13
11, 1901,

World War I came and went, and
the hundreds of soldiers finally
left, until the fort was reduced
to caretaker status, As wars al-
ways leave their mark on the areas
affected, so Fort Casey's comple-
ment left its mark on Whidbey Is-
land in many lasting ways., Many
of the Island girls who danced with
soldiers at commnity and fort aff-
airs, married them, and many came
back to Whidbey to live when the
military duty was finished.

The presence of Fort Casey and a
sudden increase in county popula-
tion which brought more business to
Coupeville led to the incorporation
of the town in 1910.

Following Pearl Harbor, Fort Casey
was again activated and served with
a complement of men until 1950 when
it again came under caretsker status
The age of coastal gung for the de-
fense of the area was over, and the
fort's big and little guns were gone
s0ld for scrap, or moved to other
locations in the South Facific,

During World War II it was used %o
train amphibious forces, then a few

years ago General Services offered
the site for sale,




a® To THE

o

CoRNET BAY Gms

THURS. FR1. SAT. SUN. 11 TO 4:30
OR5-b118

[ENEENEEEEEESEEEEEEEEE
FRESH! DUNGENESS

MEI.TON S
MARKET ..~

OR 5-2131

IllIIIII!IIIIIIIIIIIHILV/, o

MoTOROLA —

TV
CoOLOR-BW
GENERAL
HARDWARE

CARSKADDEN

ARDWARE

NEXT To PAYLESS = OR-5-2279

EEEEREE EEREREEL P PELEL FEEREL DL CEERELEL L BEEEPPEEEEE D ELELEL L EEREEEIE LT EEEEEEE LT
Neov. ‘LY

REA
YOURSELF

UNUSUAL

BA0OGICHCOO00B08 DN00CIN00IN00

Mount Baker, the Great White Fa-
ther of Northwest Indians, peace—
fully sleeps beneath a blanket of
perennial snow to form the focal
point of some of the most beauti-
ful scenery in the Northwest.

Mount Baker is an extinct fol-
cano of the Cascade Range, and the
last time it erupted was 74 years
ago.

In December of 1891 it was repor-
ted from Whatcom (Bellingham) that
one of the Twin Sisters was emitt-
ing dense clouds of smoke, Shortly
afterward, Mount Baker followed
suit .

A rent never observed before was
seen in the side of the mountain,
apparently about a quarter of a
mile long, running perpendicularly
from the top. A distinct shock
of earthquake was also felt in
Whatcom early in the morning.

The 189F eruption was apparently
the last of the dying volcano.
Since then its slopes have become
the playground of winter sports,
and in both winter and summer her
trails offer fantastic opportunity
to artists and photographers.
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In 1895 what appeared to be a
volcano erupting in the Olympic
Mountains could be geen from Whid-
bey Island and caused some concern,

Explorers found a seam of lignite;
cocal had ignited by lightning and
was burning merrily to produce the
volcano effect.




In 1895 Thomas Cranney of Coupeville
said, "People here nowadays don't know
anything about hard times, If they had
been here 40 years ago (1855) they
might talk, In those days we would sit
down to a meal of potatoes and nothing
else and think nothing of it. Except
when we could get a piece of salmon
from an Indian or had the time and the
luck togget game, this was the usual
fare,

"When we wanted to go anywhere we
tucked our pants into our boot tops
and walked, Now we must have a carriage.
Then, a dress pattern took seven yards.
Yow it takes seven yards of cloth to
make a sleeve',

SERYICE STATIONS

GUNNE R’STXACO STATION -
PienEeR \WaY

Bills CHEVRON servic
W.Pioneer, fwy-528 — Ors-134¢"
g

;j(;x Hareor SH:LL%
!

9 W. Pionee r-g_r;-“%;
scars Unjow §erwce§
3

042 W.Pioncer.Ors-£33
2

0
§ Hargor Texaco
1015 W. Preneer~ Or§-a311 ¢

- s i
% Bob's CHevron
1322 MidwWay Or§-2851

(Now. 6§ 11

NORTH WHIDBE

REALTORS

Yo

HARRINGTON =~ FIEK

s 4 Your Frou Sing be our Problep
MIDWAY- Hwy 525 ors-2246

KOETJE AGENCY
nsorapce === pgeq/ esTare.
1499 Midway ~- ors-2a

NERTH ISLAND REALTY —

or§-3332 1977 MIDwAY
RHEA REA —JOHN VANDERZICHT

PATTON REALTY
residenTia /- Farms -waTer fron
7alrdn cenTer ors-2a7i

WAYNE CHAPMAN REALTY
ParTen CenTer Ors-5953

5 Lodging

2
g CAPTAIN_ WHIDBEYS

Parties

CouPeviile

Meals Compass Roon@

I?&mm( KiTchen§ ~Rooim
LONE OAK

MOT E L0k Harbo
n7s Midway Ors-5411

Indoor heated pool-roem Phc‘nes
%@ QUEEN ANN TV

MOTE L Oak Harbov:

1204 W.P(opeer ors-220




