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THE CHIMES RESTAURANT

A building now standing on the corner of Midway Boulevard and
700th Avenue once housed a restaurant known as The Chimes. This
establishment was once known as Oak Harbor's finest restaurant.

The Chimes, as a restaurant for femilies to eat, workers to
gather and a place for entertaimment no longer exists in Oak Harbor but
was once known in the area over & period of thirty-one years. Its doors
were opened in December, nineteen hundred forty-six and closed after
its final meal on June 1, nineteen hundred and seventy-seven.

During The Chimed thirty-one years in existance, there were
several managers, different styles of operation, various clientele
and some ccmpeti‘c-ion.. There were many successful years and same not
quite so prosperous. but they all hold some very unforgetable memories
for the owners as well as its patrons.

The picture below appeared in the Island County Farm Bureau News

Thursday, December 19, 194&.

'MODERN CAFE NOW OPEN TO PUBLIC
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| Pietured abovg is “The Chimes” new cafe owned and operated by
, - Mr. and Mrs. Chris Fakkemz which epened Iant _Saturday. An

catimated attendance of 700 persons toured fhe modern new

Snﬂdh'.\(;r!oeag_ed 8é kigh sehwol sorners.  (Whidbey Press Photo) - |
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The Chimes restaurant was built in 19% by Egbert Beékmms for Mr. and
Mrs. Coris Felkemn, The conatruction started in esrly spring, went through
the summer and was completed by December. Most of the area surrounding the
building was farmland. Both Midway Blvd. and 700 Avenue iere dirt roads.
The intersection at thet time was called "High School Cormer.”

"The materials for the construction of The Chimes came from a
lusber campany in Canada. "I had to pey some duty on it, but I knew the
man and trusted him," said Mr. Fakkema. 'There was no special degign for
the building because the lumber company furnished the architect i The

Fakkemas were shown several designs and chose the one that they thought

| was closest to what they wanted. Some excess materials were purchased
from the local Columbia Valley Company, now known as Copelanda. Included
in the plans for the construction of The Chimes was an apartment over the
restsurant which served as the Fakkema's home for several years.

"There were no fancy mixing mechines,” recalled Mr. Fakkema. "All
that cement was mixed by hand and then poured for the construction of
the building. We used plaster for ell the walls and had Masonite tile
throughout the building. The equiyment was very modern at that tiqe. All
appliances were electric and the only thing missing was a dishwasher which
was installed a couple of years later.§ |

The legal description of the property on which this building was

established is shown below.
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Mr. end Mrs. Chris Fakkema named the resteurant "The Chimes.” At
the time they named the resteurant it was becasuge they decided to have
chimes mounted on the top of the building with loud speakers on the top
round tower to play music according to the season of the year,

There was no special schedule for the chimes to be played, they
were just playsd at verious hours of the day. According to Mr. Everett,
"You would te working in the yard or Just diggiog in the gerden and wher
you realized it, you were humming the tune being played on the chimenzgw
Other visitors remembered the music played by the chimes and recollectad
it as o very pleasant experience.

The chimes were played for only e few years, and as time passed end
the restasurant business became very busy the chimes were played lesz and
less frequently and eventually not et all. By the time the bullding
was s0ld to the next owners, the chimes were disconnected and past history
for the building.

During the days the Fakkemas operated the restmurant most of the food
was shipped from Everett by a company called Bargreen. A salesman would
came by and check the shelves and tell you what foods were needed. The
orderiag was then left up to the cook, because the cwners felt he knew more
sbout the kitchen than they did. The restasurant specialized in home cocked
meals, hame mede pies and ice cream. "I enjoyed making the ice cream,” said
M-. Fakkema.'I got the mix and made ten to fifteen buckets at & time. all
cifferent flavors and stored them in the freezer. The soft ice cream was
sold over the counter to the school kids.z Only one waitress, one waiter,
John Fakkema, the owner's son and the cock, Jimmy Flowers were on duty during
during peak hours.

. The hours of operation during the Fakkema years were from nine o'clock

to five, weekdays, They were open later on Saturdays and earlier when
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breskiasts were served,

"It was a good business, running the restaurant,” recalled Mr.
Fakkema. "I enjoyed it, but it wes hard work and long hours aven with a
partner.}r The Fakkemas felt even the convenjence cf being sble to go
right upstairs st the end of the day or even slipping up'for a couple
of hours during slack time did not compensate for the exhaustion es a
result of managing The Chimes.

In 1948 The Chimes was leasc? to Bdith end Fuzzy Fassnacht. "“Mr.
Fassnacht had some knowledge of the business snd felt he would enjoy
managing and operating it;saccording to Mrs. Fa;snacht. At first, he
tried operating the restsurant on a 24 hour basis, but later had to
cut back because of varicus problems. There were no chﬁnges or additions
made to the business during thst period from 1946 to 1952. The business
and customers were basicelly the szme as when the original owners operated
it.

in 1953 the restaurant wes sold to Don Renszink, who had been a cook and
felt he could make the business very successful. His thirtcen years of
operation have been recognized as the most active end colorful period of
the restasurant's history. The ba:s-ment was remodeled for the teenagers
who visited the restaurant at lunch time. It was a place which made it
convenient for the students to buy a hemburger and soda pop. That operaticn
was later closed after the remcdeling of the main roeds snd the school
administrators stopped the students from visiting the restaurant at lunch
time.

After closing the business to the school kids it was then arranged
as a convenient place for verious groups to meet, The Oak Harbor Lions
Ciub met there, several church and canmuﬁity groups net there and the

Oak Harbor Jaycees initisted their cha:ter there.
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As a result of edvertissment and patronage The Chimes was referred to
as'Dak Harbor's Finest Reataurant;" The entire main floor was used for
the restsurant.

At the time The Chimes was first built most people considered it an
asset to the cammunity. Mr. Everett, a neighbor felt the restaurant had
quite an impact on the community because it wse a place that several
different groups and most people could visit. It was a place to take
friends and family when they vigited, therefore community people wers
very supportive of the operation. "As e neighbor,” recalled Mr. Everett,
"I was annoyed most by the parking of care in certain lrea;, but the
restaurant didn't bother me at all. I was glad to see the people because
there were no neighbors. To solve the parking problem, I eventually
bought the lot between the restaurant and my'houae.gi The noise created
as a result of lunch time viasits to the restsurent by school children,
even though some students passed by and scross his property never disturbed
Mr. Everett. "I visited the resteuraat quite often myself, usually once
a week to meet with other friends,” said Mr. Everett. "I liked the place
and the people running it. It gave my wife a place to go for lunch some-
times to get out of the house."'o

Once agmin in 1965 the restsurant business changed managers. Alice
Pound operated The Chimes fram the year nineteen-hundred-sixty~five until
she sold it in nineteen-hundred and seventy-five. These were very productive
years, but various circumstances surrounding the business prompted her to
sell it to Pet Sullivan, its present owner.

The Chimes Restaurant was not without some campetition during the 31

years of operation. During its carlier years there were no other restsurants
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in the city but several coffee shops. In later yearas, several other
restaurants had been established in the city and on the day of its closure,
the Taet food chains had begun their influx into the areas.

The clientele during the Fakkems, Fassnacht and Rensink years were
generally the same. .me business times were lunch time with the school
children anl then Seturday evening dinner. Construction workers gathered
in the mornings to discuss the day's work over coffee and returned in the
afterncon to check things off and note plans for the follovwing dey. The
evening meals ware usually served to .the local businesemen and militery
personnel. "A large percentage of our business was military pecple, " re-
members Mr. Fekkema, "but they never gave us any trouble at all. When the
boys felt the need %o raise Cain they went to Bellingham or Everett , 1'1

The Chimes served as a place for enteriaimment for scme people. Mr,
Everett, who was a native of Concrete recalls visiting the restaurant on
Saturdays because he enjoyed visiting with his friends he had known snd
worked with ip Concrete and then resided in Oak Harbor. The restaurant
served as a perfect place for their wedding ceremonies and receptions for
sane of its patrons.

"I remember when The Chines got one of the first televisions in Oak
Harbor," related Mrs. Fassnacht. “"People would gather around the bar and
we would all enjoy the Milton Berle show and get tons of laughs. It vas
a lot of fun on those nightu,",z

After Pat Sullivan became the cwner ¢f The Chimes, in nineteen-hundred-
seventy-six he remodeled the basement. Az a result of the legalization'or
gambling in Washington, he turned the basement into & cardroom. It was

celled "Chimes Card Room.” This operation continued and was relatively
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successful until Mr. Sullivan closed it. "One day I received a telephone
call,” remembers Mr. Sullivan., "The unidentified man on the other end
told me I was & wolf in sheep's clothing. I niked him vhat he meant and
he immediately informed me that he had arrived in town and found hia
daughter and her children without food und in great need of clothing.

My son-in-law, he said, hae a good jcb, making good money, but its All
spent in your card roaa. On the basis of that one phone call, I closed
the card room! i3

Several attempts were made to secure a liquor ﬁcenue at the reitlurant,
but each time it was turned down becsuse of the nearness of the schools to
the restaurant.

Even though scme dresms for The C.hune; Restaunnf were never fulfilled,
there are many unforgetable moments tressured by the owners and scme of its
visitors. Mr. Fakkema, the original owner related a few of hig memories:
"_'me high schocl lunch crowd was an unforgetable bunch. I remember Fridays
as quite a decision time for many of the Catholics, the older ones trying
to convince the younger ones not to buy hamburgers, but to eat a meat
supstitute. I heve fornd mexories of many visits with the navy boys. One
thing they &1l had in cocmmon was no 1‘ntter vhere they came fram, they slways
 wanted to return home. Home to them was always better.'}4

Mre. Edith Fassnacht remembers a frightening experience during their
years of operating The Chimes. "The Lions Club was having their regular meeting’
in the basement and they had a gucst speaker fram out of town. We had pre-
pared a gpecial meal for them and a2ll went well. Later thet night, a large
percentage of the people who had eaten <¢hat meal got food polsoning. It
was & frightening time for my husband and me becsuse same of the people

wvere very sick." _The food poisoring was Tinally narrowed down to same

s
canned peas which had been used.
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For Pat Sullivan, memories extended throughout the thirty-one years
of The Chimes oberations. In i{ts earlier years., bisz grandmother had meds
the pies at the restaurant, so it was a memorable task, as & lad, to slip
to the door, get her attention and get extra money to visit the candy
store acrcss the street. During the Rengink yeers, ag & very young con-
struction vorker, Mr. Bullivan remembers the waier hose fights and egg
fights he had inside the restsurant with Mr, Remsink. Most wemoreble
wag when Mr. Rensink threw az ezg at him and the egg landed on his new
juke box. Meny other treasured memories are shared by.aane of the people
who were just visitors to The Chimes Restourant. '

Fram July of 1976 to June of 1977 the restenrant was operated by Bill
Morzis. Fe beceme underfinarced snd by this time the campetition %Ii.lt
its peak. During that time Sembo's, Country Kitchen and other eating.
facilities hed movzd into the asrea. The Chimes equipment ne;ded i
pairing or replacing in order tc compete with exist;ﬁg regtaurarte, Many
people wanted to continue The Chimes Cafe, but on the basis of tﬁe condition
of the restaurent and heppenings in the area Mr. Sullivan decided fo close
it.

The Chimes Restaurant of'ficially closed June 1, 1977. The building is

now kuown as "Sullivan's Realty."
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