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Tsmliang  SAmonn the mist o Joseoh Whidbev's lslang

Imapgine a place where tne only techwnolopy is primitive toodls and the land
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has no ong but a few coastal Indians. fhere is an abundance of Tood and

water. This is how g%e Indiars of Wnidbev Islavd lived before the coming

-
of the white marn.

The Indians of Puaget Sownd belonped to the Salishan oy Flathead familv. (i
Wnidbey Isflwd, there were three tribes — Hkvkomish. Lower Skapit and

Sucuan i s,
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Tribes were peneral lv divided o into indepsrndent Tamilies esch Hoown DY
n
thedr "totem”. Irdians prided themselves in thelr closeness to the wild
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BVILMALS, Each clan used a totem such as the beay. salmovn, oy Hiller whale

to represent different families.
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Fupet Sownd Indians were cance-using. more souwat and shooeter limbed than
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Plainsg® Indians. hey had an easier time existing due to the mild climate
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and availability of Food.
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Ivchians had many eeasoms o oome to Whidbev. It was a summery home DeEcause

of the excellent fishing and hunting.  They considered it oeautiful.
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Incians named marny places on Whidbey lsland. but few original names remain.
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Cultus Bav was based on the Chincok word for "useless" as it is very
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el L owa Dommeville was called "Where There rre Snakes™ ano Deceobiorn HFass
appropriately dnown as "Danperous Place.
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D 1432, Columbus came upogr borth America leading a revolution of discover
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v 3P vears after Columbus. ancther discovery Was made -
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Josenn Whidbev's Island. As in other areas. this discovery led to vears of
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erncounter and exchange betwesen the two cultures bﬁlﬂéhﬁg‘aﬁ @vertual

cisappearance of Native Americans on the "Island Among the Mimta'.
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The discovery started as a mission by Capt. Georpe Vancouver to map the
0
area and settle a dispute between the Bparish and English over land clalms.
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The dispute was rnot settled, but VanCouver’s accurate mapping operned uo e

region to future settlement.
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Vancouver’s ships were the "Chatham", €47 in lenpth and the

"iscoverv.
Capnt. Vanccouver sent twoe officers in his command, Peter Puget and Joseph
Whidbev to explore the area they thoupht a peninsula.  They galled throagh
the charnels in 167 skiffs. Each dav they took a sighting of the sun to

N il o ks
determine their latitude. The Area was charted very acouratelyv. tngﬁ
allowing the English to establish their claims.

Saturday June &. 1798 Enplish explorers under the command of Master Joseoh
Whidbev sailed into Perm Cove on the island. Capt Vancouvey wrote

0
surrounding country for miles oresented a delightful orospect, covsist ing
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chiefly of spacicous meadows, elegantly adorned with clumos of tress. in
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these beautiful pastures, bordering on a expansive sheet of water, deer

were seen plaving about in great vumbers. Nature had here provided the

well-stooked park. " Even two hobdred vears later with the preat changes

szettlement has brought — the land remains intact.
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Captain Vancouver pave specific orders to avoid an encounter with the

)




iriians sc thev could remain on friendly terms, but this was WMeECESHANY.
fhe Indians had never seen a white person, so when the ekolorers rar
apround or the mud flats of Perm Cove, the Indians did not believe that
thev were white. They thoulht Whidbey and the sailors had oainted faces
and hands. To orove themselves white, Joseph Whidbey cpered his shivt.

After recovering from their astonishment, the Indians including Chief
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(Bﬂikelud\helued the exolorers of f the mud barni.

™ 4

O Jume 8th., 1792 Pupet and Whidbey camped at the entrance to Deceot iorn
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Pass and found it cormected to Skagit Bay. Because this passage deceived
his men", Vancouver called it Deceotion Pass and mamed the island it formed
after Joseph Whidbev. Varncouver named most of the olaces avourdd here -
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Port Gardner, Mmuﬁ% Ramier. mgun?‘waRer ang Porlt busan. X
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in %EESF a mailor expedition led by Lt. Charles Wilkes sailed to the
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Nerthwest to exolore Ffurther. Thev vViEited the 300 member Skapit tribe at
Perm Cove who had a permanent fortified viI%ghe of large. well-built timber
lodpes.
Catholic Priests visited Perm Cove. Thev built a church. rnear which was
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rEoted a large Cross. esides pood morale and Jedee, they showeo the
erdeted a laro Besides pood 1 d Fedee, thev sl | g
incdians how to cultivate the soil.
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Coupeville., one of the oldest town in the state., was Tomded by Capt.
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Theomas Coupe who landed at the Perrn Cove site in 185 He and his wife
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 infFlux of settlers
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Filed a 380 acre land claim and built theilr home. g/
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created a building boom which ccourved in 1828 and the Coupeville Wharf

mandled ships tradivg in wool, lumber, grain and CroDs.




Tre Indian Wars in the Washinptorn Territory are almost forpottern. but
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caused manvy to abandon homes and property while seeking shelter irE:

hlockhouses. The settlers were rnot wiped ocut because the Puget Sound

i bes were move divided fharn their eastern bretherern.
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Urne eariier settler was Col. Issac Ebev, a Customs Collector. He wa
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killed im 18%7 by Tlirmpit Indiafs rear Ebev’s Landing on the west side of

the island.

H Indian leacdery had begp killed previouslv by the gums of a U.8. warship
e

and the tribe souoht vevnpeance. Col. Ebey was the victim. When asked i
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was in charge., the Tlingit Indian were told - Ebey. UOne night the Indians
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made a ruckus cutside his house. Whern he came out they shob bim and ook
his head. This was the bepirming of many tragedies. I Indians came to

.72 - B . . .
the island and were thoupght hostile thev were killed. Later disgases, sucnh
as small pox introduced by the white man reduced the Indian ponulat ion
A .
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January EEnd31855 the U.S5. Government sipned a treaty with the Indians at
T : 7 : . ) 4 - ;.
Mukilteo. it was sipred by bégttie, Chief of the Duwamish and Ducuamish
Tribes, Goliah, Chief of the Bkapits and others.
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4t present wno Indians live on Whidbey Island that nold reservation. The
cvnly signs of Native Americans having lived on the "Island Among the Mismbs”
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are a few memoriBs., archeclopical digs and a tomb.
Along with the Ebev’s, seftled the Crockett Tamily who were close Friencds.
Bettiers kept awrizfag oo purchase land and some had over 300 acres.
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Walter Erocé%tt. SGr.'s land value was estimated at $98, D00 which is a
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sizable amount ever v,

foletter written by one settler reads "The fghd along the sourd 1s heavily
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timpered. The best soil [ have seen 1s on Wnidbey Tsland, it is
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considered the best in the territorv. Richard has a small farm. ALl good
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sl La Nearly all cleared land and orne side of it ls orn the cove.
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Glthouoh the land was good. times were rough. Many pevished.

Ur Whidbev Island today many changes have occurred, but history is still
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locked into people?s memories and the buildings. The new museum has done a

remarkable 1ob restoring memories, as many builldings have also been
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restored ~ the Urockett Lake blockhouse, the bimcxd&uae at the cemetery arnd
many Nomes.
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Mary things over time have changed including people. houses and land.  With
(g,-
all these hgnges there is still onme thing that can never change - the
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menories of the "Island Among the Ml%tﬁ".-—*‘”—”——;7 ﬁﬁ;



