HURRICANE CARLA
1961
Blacios, Texzs
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It is =oo had we havs o Imve & rorrisane to meke some folks write to us.
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We were .lzd to heer from you afsln SRy
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& through with very 1it4le damroe in comparison to what so many of our

s 1o3t. We had a comrosivion - of ol on over our shin le roo about ten

‘ Liost of thmac roo. wlew LI, v TR wall pemer was Gorased In two

are bhe wabter blew in ersuint ULS windows. There was destruction on all
us but believe ne we are ~ateful that

it aid. You would have to &€ the dzstroaticn to believe it, Tae harbor where

we keep our boal was surrounded by & blE wont house o south seversl swmer homes

on the north, a boat house down the genter pnal Was just finished Juli 1. A concrete

offics tualding on west and acrosé’i"ig@%ﬂmﬁﬁ* rad built him g fifty thousand

dollar home zaboul faree years ago. A1 thst 1s zone as well as a toarist court

on e SO and one across toe street. 4 vow Of summer Nomes UD s-ab strest

which goes elonz east by were commistely wived out. In our newest addivion
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sides of us and I don't see how 1t mis

=

.
|92

iu]

there were five homes tlow: oul intn the middle of fthe aljhway ani one oub in the
orairie kalf mile from where it belonged. The woman who ovns it told me yesterday
she hed 2 cloek on & glass shelf in the living room. Iv was getiin” tae shelf

srtificial

[
aleo some whatnots were on a alass saelf just as she had tos ., Sae

flowers in a big vase on dininz talles, taey were etill there. You nEver seen
e0 reny icsboxes deep freezes, wasoings macnines and fv‘“giturr-f poe ", 5L, O¥CH
1 g e o T 0 S i o szf:ﬁ Ea) A - At A -‘A—xfd(z" .
the ~weiries Ffor miles. -@‘ﬁ?&"’f‘éa 2 ha 8 o g A A CaTlor arl SLorcil iR Py
a biz old erny Puilding that used to be a hostbuilding shop. IS gst teere withoul

ss heslel tais

getting a serateh. We decided Friday we would leave if it still ws
way on Saturday. We bosrded up the ouse and macked some things to leave Suridey
rmorning. About four AM the chief of pelice went around and told everyone over

5 loud speaker that /” The hurricere is nesded directly toward Pelacios, and every
one should evacuate. We left zbout seven Sundsy morning. Garrett wented to take a lot
of ciothirz. I said ' I will tace one cuit and several mair of slacks for you .
I.-to0k three summer 4resses =ri o Tile coat for me snd oLl I tock some

towels and soan,a VOX of food. Garrett sald he was goinz T entral
Dexss end drive untill he dicntt see any windows bharie: rhed
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locking for a motel in Iagranse gbout ninety miles. Ne wvecsnli
” 2 O

¢s, The seme in
each town we pessed through. We stomned at Tnformabion shabion in Austin. The
Ranger said " You wont be able to rent a room negrer than Waco or Dallas". We
were too btired to drive that far. le went to a perk and ate o lunch, then went
to the high school building with zhout 270, other evacuses. Tiey had single mattresses
in rows orn The floor of the biz Gym, =al +old us. to pick cut our rattresses and Ut
our thir-z on them, We did and I rested ovhile out Garrett sment the aftsrnoon
sitting on the front porch! wita gbout TiLTy other peonle from Galvescon,
Texns City, Freemort end many other plsces UD and down the coast, About 1430
they moved us to the Colpseum, ¥We slens in our stabion Wason two nights srd
ste with the Red Cress along with 748 coasy evacuses. They did a wonder_ul job
feeding that mobd, and the had more then that in the Anditoriuvm, We heerd
Palacios was wined off the mep, Gerrett said " Well, bebe we hove lost more
fmportant things then houses and boats ond lived through it, so we can live

throush trie, It was withaf eeling that everything was gone that we came home
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ednesday mornins, About ten riles from Pslacios thnsre was a road dlock, The wman told
us we coulén't -0 into Palacios witaout a pass. Garrett asked him wiheres we could zet a
mss, He said in Bgy City, which was twent Wy riles back, We decided to coxe on and try,
When vie were a i hovses in the street and were stommed

egcain, A resl nice Highway Patroleman ssked if we lived in Palmcios, We told him we did.

He scid * Go om it but don't dvink any \gt& , end watch for rattle snzies", Fleasant

thou~ht.'. Waen we zot withan two blocks ' our house we could see it still there,

T gzic ! The house is still standins, ',fa drove into the wyard some of our trees were

b“o_ten éown, There was limbs gnd trash gll over tons yard, We walked into the house and

Jns exs tl; ss we had left it, Not a broken window. I could hardly believe it.

“e we':e s0 thanlkful, and the more we saw for the next few days the more we realized

ow much we had to be thanEful for, Fifty foot shrimp boats were carried out of the

wrbor by the tidal wave. Cne is on the prairie zlmost g mile from the narbor. It.

ent torouzh o house because the folks found their breakfast tahle on the deck unhermed.

sveral others are over in the residental dlstrlct on West side of town where mostly

Mexican families who work on boats live, The only thing about this thing that is most

astornishing is the fzct thalt more neomle xﬂew oY .c_llec*_ Had t.nef stcyeq in town as

most of them hzve in the mast there would have ceen g lot of deas Eqs I think the

=ron Lg, Had some efizct.” Ome of cu friends said "1 am not zoing

A here fifty years and never kave run from g nurrla.ane“, They had to
ome before the storm hit and go to the hospital, as a lot ¢f others did.

e szil after it was all over " I've never run, but the n-xt time I hezr a hurricane

is hended this way I am go.m to eall up from ._-SSOL.:‘:L, and ask Is 1t gore before I

come vack.,"! The spirit of the peonle is nla@“*”cmu but it 1s really zoinz to hurt

this town., The Govmi, sent engineers in here to help clean up. They have moved tons

of gll kinds of uqmo from dead cows, 0 houses that were just smashed dows like it

was done with = hammer, Others wers tlonﬁ. to the four winds, OCur freezer was still

frozen, but we kmew it wouldn't stay frozen asnotner day, There EE“%vo voung me

WOI‘:’."_‘_H"‘ for Pur,\l_, Service Commany who Led honts in our harboer, and Furene Kil-ore, one

of thex m;r‘f'iec'* a girl vho was fifteen when we came Jjere, He care Wednesday pZ tenmon

at four P, K c;ﬂ said " I ceme t0 save your freezer.' he Tixed the lizhis. The next

morning at three he touched g live wire and was killed. That iwrt everyone more than all

their losses, Garrett end I both said we would have been zlad to have had evc'"*rthing we

r”d distroyed @f it could have saved nim, His only two brothers were killed in World

r II.
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I didn't intend to write a book. Garrett is watchinzs g fight on T. V, and I hate
them so I catch up on my letter writing, We had intended to drive un to Tulss in Oct.
and stow by to see you, but Carla changed our wlans, Garrett is going to brins the
toat ove H hig week and waint it. Herbert and his wife are coming down gbout the

<~ . ~

milans of Cotober Tor a few days fisainz.

esotante’. T wor b
ry Merchants", I worked]last wesk

We gre bo th well right now and as busy as "Cranber
ek and will be busy doing things for

at Red Cross EHeadquarters, tausht s\,nooT la.st we
the " HopeS' next week,
Do write us all about yourself, gnd don't walt u_nti]i another hurricane tekes a
swive at us. It really takes a lot of nerve for & ' Ham typest" like me to write to
a7 expert like you. Flease excuse mistake:, . .

We both send our love,
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