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The Long Days of June: As I write this, June is fast disappearing for another year. It is the 
favorite month for both Ruth and me. We wish the long days could last. Twice we sought far-
northern latitudes so see the midnight sun. The first time, in July 1988, as we covered the 
Alaska Highway and then the Richardson Highway from Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, to 
Fairbanks, Alaska, it was dark for less than one hour. In 1990, we took a Norwegian coastal 
steamer from Bergen to the Lofoten Islands and around Norway’s North Cape to Kirkenes. 
Since it was cloudy, we didn’t see the midnight sun, but for two nights darkness never fell. 
 
Also as I write this (on June 26), my grandfather, Israel Way Marshall, has been dead 100 years. 
Perhaps people were more superstitious in 1911 than they are today, but my father often told me 
the tall clock in Auburn Heights’ front hall stopped the minute he died in a room upstairs. Israel 
treasured this clock, which he bought for his new home in 1900, having his name and the date 
engraved on its pendulum. In their sadness, no one looked at the clock for some time, but when 
they did, they found it stopped exactly when its owner expired. 
 
Since I’m not yet 100, although some of our young visitors who rode the Mountain Wagon 
yesterday thought I was, I never knew either of my grandfathers (both died in 1911). I could 
have learned so much from them, as I always treasured the time spent with older people. I 
assume Israel must have been quite mechanical, as was my father, but I don’t know that. He 
loved paper and vulcanized fiber manufacturing and held several patents in connection with 
these businesses. We know he was financially successful, as he and his younger brother Elwood 
bought the mill on Benge Road in 1889 and converted it to make paper, he built Auburn 
Heights (1897), and finally, with other family members, the large buildings that housed the 
National Fibre and Insulation Company (1904–1912), which also lasted 100 years. The “big 
mill” was not completed when Israel died. 
 
Israel seldom enjoyed good health, as he had a troublesome kidney. I was told he fell off a 
scaffold at the Homestead Mill at Marshall’s Bridge when he was 18 and injured it. Off and on 
for the rest of his life, it would plague him. When his son Warren was married in the front hall 
at Auburn Heights in 1907, Israel was too ill to attend, but he listened from upstairs. In the 
summer of 1910, he went to Poland Spring, Maine (by train, of course), and stayed six or eight 
weeks at the Mansion House there, drinking Poland Water, which was recommended for weak 
kidneys (and many other diseases). My father visited over a long weekend and rode Poland 
Spring’s Mountain Wagon the six miles from Danville Junction to the resort. It’s not clear 
whether Israel’s health really improved or whether he just got homesick, but he was back at 
Auburn Heights before summer’s end. 
 
Like most in his generation, Israel seemed to take little interest in new transportation 
opportunities such as automobiles or airplanes. However, he was on the committee to help Old 
Kennett Friends Meeting celebrate its 200th anniversary in September 1910 and rode to the 
occasion with his son Clarence in the latter’s 1908 Stanley Model K Semi-Racer. My 
grandfather should have lived beyond 60. None of his six grandchildren were born when he 



died. I would have cherished sitting on his lap, listening to his stories from the nineteenth 
century. 
 
Work Nights: Last week at Auburn Heights, work night activities included Tom Marshall and 
Butch Cannard cleaning carbon deposits from the burner vaporizer on the Mountain Wagon. 
They first attempted to remove the cable from the vaporizer but succeeded only in moving it 
back and forth a few feet. Next they flushed the vaporizer with kerosene by opening the fuel 
valve. The effort was a success for the car steamed well over the weekend. Tom also replaced 
the balls in the water pump check valves on the Mountain Wagon, improving the performance 
of the pumps. Dan Citron and Steve Bryce worked to correct the low boiler water level on the 
Model 735 and traced the cause to the water automatic and made the needed adjustments. More 
painted parts for the Model 607 project returned last week, and Bob Jordan led a group in 
packing up the parts for short-term storage in the museum. Richard Bernard and Ted Kamen 
checked the fuel levels on the Model 740 and added oil to the engine case. Art Wallace cleaned 
up the steam popcorn popper in preparation for the weekend event, and Mac Taylor continued 
adding guardrail to the upper-level bridge on the electric train layout.  
  
Croquet Anyone?: If anyone has a croquet set (vintage or otherwise) that they would be 
willing to allow us to borrow for the June 17 Steamin' Day, please contact Susan in the FAHP 
office (srandolph@auburnheights.org or 302-239-2385). We will be having a variety of 
Victorian-era lawn games for visitors to learn and play and hope to add croquet to the mix.  
 
Ice Cream Social, July 2, 6-9 pm: We will host the second Ice Cream Social of the season 
next Saturday. Don't miss a sunset at Auburn Heights! 
 
Summer Music at Auburn Heights: Tickets are now selling fast for our first major fundraiser 
event, a summer benefit concert featuring Club Phred, with special appearance by Mark Farner 
(formerly of Grand Funk Railroad). Members may purchase advance tickets for $20 (regularly 
$25), but please get yours early if you're interested. Tickets at the gate will be $30 for everyone! 
We have great plans to make this a special occasion -- with great music, great food, great items 
in our Silent Auction, great friends and great fun -- all for a great cause. For all details, see our 
Special Event web page. 
 


