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Climbing Mount Washington:  Flora Stanley called August 31, 1899, the last day of summer.  
It was on that glorious day in northern New England 110 years ago that she accompanied her 
illustrious husband in his tiny steam car up the Mount Washington Carriage Road to the top of 
New England, an elevation of 6,288 feet above sea level.  Freelan O. Stanley (his wife and close 
family called him “Freel”), then working for the fledgling Locomobile Company of America, 
became the first driver to successfully climb the mountain in an automobile.  Was there a reason 
he took Flora with him in that diminutive steam car, improved but no larger than the very first 
experimental steamer in which the Stanley twins were photographed in 1897? 
 
Although a historic first, the 8-mile trip up the mountain was almost climaxed by the journey of 
the F. O. Stanleys from their home in Newton, MA, to the Glen House at the base of the 
Carriage Road.  Where they carried luggage and tools in Locomobile #93 is a mystery, for they 
drove the 175 miles prior to their attack on the mountain.  Photos exist showing the two of them 
(from the rear) leaving their home on Hunnewell Avenue.  The well-documented text, taken 
from Flora Stanley’s exacting diaries, is briefly related here. 
 
Obviously in 1899 there were no auto roads as there were almost no autos.  The “main road” 
from Boston to Portland, ME, must have been a fairly well-kept carriage and buggy road.  The 
Stanleys used this route, stopping the first night at Newburyport, and the second at Portsmouth, 
NH.  Going inland “off the beaten path”, they spent the next night at Ossipee, a tiny New 
England hamlet, and the following at North Conway, already somewhat of a tourist town 
opened up by the railroad.  They reached Glen House in early afternoon the fifth day (August 
30) and gave some thought to attempting the climb to the summit that afternoon.  Think of the 
adventure that trip must have been!  In most villages and towns they passed through, people had 
never seen an automobile!  A small boy was often the first to spot the steamer, and he sounded 
the alarm to the town.  Once they came to a toll bridge, and two young sisters were tending the 
toll booth.  The charge to cross was posted as 5 cents for those on foot, and 15 cents for a horse 
and wagon.  The girls consulted their mother who said she thought 10 cents would be a fair toll.  
Flora Stanley said she thought that was about what she and Freel were worth. 
 
George Eli Whitney had attempted the Mount Washington climb in his steamer in June, 1899, 
but he turned back about 1/3 the way up, the real reason unclear.  Freel had arranged for a team 
of horses to have water at the Half-Way House, so they could refill and continue their upward 
journey.  Starting early in the morning, they made the four miles to this point in about an hour, 
half the time it took a team of horses.  The water was not there.  He decided to continue, hoping 
to meet the water wagon coming down from the top, but in less than a mile, the steamer’s tank 
was dry and they had to stop.  Eventually the water wagon caught up with them, and they 
successfully completed their ascent to the summit.  Their total time was over two hours, but 
they had lost at least ½ hour waiting for water.  In her diary, although quite complete with most 
details, Flora said nothing about the descent, except that they came down with no problems.  
Rumor has it that they dragged a log to hold them back.  In any event, they had not had enough, 
as they drove over into Maine (possibly Kingfield) to visit friends before going home. 
 



 
The work sessions last week were busy ones.  In addition to mechanical accomplishments, a 
pesky clogged drain near the turntable was cleared by Jim Personti, Jeff Fallows and Jonathan 
Rickerman.  Jerry Novak planed the walk-in door to the Museum, and it worked much better 
during the sticky weather we’ve had recently.  Several volunteers including Butch Cannard, 
presently snorkeling near Tahiti, polished and cleaned on the spectacular 1909 White steamer 
on loan from Harmon Andrews, Jr. and his sister.  Carol Bernard, with help from Marcie 
Williams, is settling in nicely in her job as interim Executive Director.  Thanks to Rob Robison 
and the office staff, the summer edition of the Herald should be in the mail to all members 
tomorrow.  Steve Bryce has been overseeing all facets of FAHP, and Bob Reilly, back in 
Colorado, is in touch regarding financial matters.  Several volunteers will cover the office 
during afternoons when a staff member is not there.  Jerry Novak covered last Friday and Art 
Wallace and Dan Muir plan to help this week.  Last Thursday, the special committee to search 
for an Executive Director had its first meeting.  While the job has not as yet been advertised, 
please let Steve Bryce know if you have anyone to recommend.  The job description is 
presently being refined. 
 
Yesterday, a beautiful late summer day, three cars from FAHP made the 90-mile round-trip to a 
“Day on the Farm” at Worcester, PA.  The Mountain Wagon covered 120 miles, as it not only 
made the trip but, operated by Bill Rule and Tom Marshall, gave rides to about 100 happy 
people at the annual charity event sponsored by Ross Myers, who gives the entire gross receipts 
to the Montgomery County Community College.  Thanks to encouragement from Bill 
Schwoebel, who was able to ride along on the Mountain Wagon with his recovering knee, nine 
FAHP volunteers attended.  In addition to the two Bills and Tom, attendees were Steve and Ann 
Bryce and Dan Citron (Model 87), Art Wallace (Mountain Wagon), and Jerry Novak and Emil 
Christofano (’32 Packard).  All three cars presented minor challenges, but only the Packard had 
to be towed the last 8 miles or so (vapor lock), with Rob Robison, who took his ’47 Cadillac to 
the event, helping us out by coming home and fetching his trailer.  The pilot choked up on the 
Mountain Wagon coming home, but this was cleared with the only casualty being Bill Rule’s 
dress shirt.  The fuel line on the 87 choked coming out of the tank, but Steve quickly diagnosed 
the problem and he and Dan fixed it. 
 
Richard Bernard has most jobs well-covered for our “Steamin’ Sunday”, September 6.  Five 
volunteers offered to distribute flyers promoting the event at as many targeted locations, 
including Hockessin, Newark, Kennett Square, Toughkenamon-Avondale-West Grove, and the 
Kennett Pike area.  Thank you!  If any of you want to work next Sunday and have not yet 
signed up, please let Richard know by mid-week.  It is especially hard to properly schedule jobs 
when volunteers arrive unannounced on the day of the event.  Dan Citron has docents 
committed to handle the house tours.  Let’s hope for good weather!                                  Tom 
 


