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Floyd Clymer (1895-1978?):  No one did more for the Antique Automobile hobby in its early 
years than Floyd Clymer.  His father was a family doctor in Berthoud, CO, as the 20th century 
began, and Floyd became a dealer to sell two makes of cars in 1906 when he was 11 years old!  
He collected everything he could about automobile development in those early years, and soon 
had an overflowing collection of ads, shop manuals, photos, and the like which he kept for most 
of his life.  About 1909 when F. O. Stanley opened his big, new hotel at Estes Park, Dr. Clymer 
moved 7 miles north to Loveland.  The 3 Osburn brothers and their father owned a fleet of 
Model F Stanley touring cars, and they were kept busy during the summer transporting visitors 
from the railhead at Loveland to Estes Park, 34 miles away through the Big Thompson Canyon. 
 
Young Clymer first met F. O. Stanley about the time the first Mountain Wagons arrived in 
1909.  F. O. was 60 and Floyd was 14.  During the summer when there was an empty seat in a 
Mountain Wagon, the teen-ager would ride to the Park and back.  The Wagons usually left 
Loveland about 11 A.M., stopped for lunch about half way up, discharged their passengers at 
the Stanley Hotel or other lodges in early afternoon, and left the Park about 3 P.M. for the trip 
back to Loveland.  Sometimes Floyd was lucky enough to ride with Mr. Stanley himself, and 
found the older gentleman to be kindly and very informative, explaining all about the Mountain 
Wagons and why they were better than gas cars for service such as that required in the Rockies. 
 
In his adult life, Clymer moved to Los Angeles and set up a successful publishing business.  
During World War II, he gathered together some of his old auto literature and published the first 
of his several Motor Scrapbooks in March, 1944.  Loaded with interesting material from before 
World War I, this first paperback sold for $1.50 and was an instant success.  Soon he published 
another, and then another.  About 1946 Clymer published his first Steam Car Edition, which I 
think was Scrapbook #6.  By this time, it cost $2.00, but what a wealth of information it 
contained!  He dedicated this book to the Stanley twins, but in it was a lot of information on 
many makes of Steam Cars, including White, Doble, Locomobile and many others, and the 
races they won.  My father’s conversion to steam of his ’40 Packard, now owned by Bill Rule, 
is even included.  The recent steam car books, also very well written, would do well to impart 
as much information as that provided in Floyd Clymer’s Motor Scrapbooks. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Clymer came east at least twice to participate in the Glidden Tour revivals.  On 
the very first Glidden the Marshalls enjoyed in 1947, we stayed for 3 nights at the same guest 
house with the Clymers at Intervale, NH.  The six or eight who were there sat around an open 
fire in the evening swapping stories of the old days.  One was Rod Blood of West Newton, MA, 
who had a prime collection of early Packards, and one was Jimmy Kile who worked for the 
Stanley Motor Carriage Company during its final years.  If you like old cars and those who 
knew them, it doesn’t get any better than that.  For one year about 20 years after our “fireside 
chats” in New Hampshire, Floyd Clymer was president of the Horseless Carriage Club of 
America, one of the 3 national clubs.  HCCA still restricts its tours to cars of 1915 and older. 
 
 
 



 
The Diesel locomotive owned by Jim Sank was brought by him to Auburn Heights on Friday 
and is safely stored on the new track in the shop’s basement.  It ran on its own power from the 
rear grade crossing to the turntable.  As Jim told us, there is minor work to do before it is ready 
for service, and the connection to the new third track needs refinement.  In addition to this new 
“toy” to work on, our 24-foot trailer needs some work before we use it, we want to finish the 
shelving project in the garage, and our ongoing strategy for the 607 restoration will be 
addressed.  Last Friday, John McCoy of Hagley came, and, assisted by Jerry Novak, took 
detailed levels of the concrete under our R.R. turntable.  It is recommended that the concrete not 
be torn up, but rather used to support the steel ring which will be fabricated to accommodate 
new turntable wheels.  This ring can be shimmed to make it perfectly level. 
 
Last Tuesday night, Bill Schwoebel and Herb Kephart gave an excellent lecture on Stanley 
engines, pumps, and moving parts that was attended by 12 volunteers.  On Friday, Walter 
Higgins and Steve Bryce delivered the Rauch & Lang wheels to Bill Calimer in Waynesboro, 
PA, who will make new ones for that car.  They also visited Paul’s Plating in Evans City, PA, 
north of Pittsburgh, and were impressed with the quality of work turned out by this shop.  On 
Saturday, Steve gave a firing-up demonstration and driving lessons to 5 “students”, 2 of whom 
for the first time.  Our winter edition of the “Herald” is finally finished and should be in 
members’ hands this week.  The spring edition should be forthcoming in about six weeks. 
 
On Tuesday, March 31, Bill Schwoebel, Bill Rule and possibly one or two others are going to 
Allentown with our trailer to bring home our 1908 Stanley Model EX which has been on loan to 
the new “America on Wheels” Museum.  This wonderful little car has not been here much in 
the past 3 years, first being loaned to the AACA Museum at Hershey for over a year.  We are 
looking forward to driving it again. 
 
The Museum Committee zeroed in on what it needs to do to build and arrange meaningful 
exhibits rather quickly for the upcoming season.  Several small charter groups are slated to visit 
before our first public opening on June 7.  This week the Mountain Wagon will be brought to 
our working garage for steering adjustments and to check a mesh adjustment on the rear gears. 
 
The Events and Scheduling Committee plans to meet on Tuesday, April 7, at 7 P.M. in the 
F.A.H.P. office.  The Executive Committee of the Board will meet at the same place on 
Thursday, April 16, at 5:00 P.M.  Keep the wheels turning!          
            Tom   


