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Stan the Man: I was sorry to read in Sunday’s paper of the death of Stan Musial (1920–2013). 
During a lifetime of following major league baseball (off and on), I regarded him as my all-time 
favorite player. It was not his lifetime batting average of .331, his 475 home runs, his 3,630 hits, or 
his record 24 all-star game appearances (for a few years, there were two all-star games) that 
captured my imagination, but rather who he was. Of course there were hometown Phillies stars like 
Robin Roberts, Mike Schmidt, and Jimmy Rollins who caught my fancy, but I still liked Stan 
Musial and his Cardinals. 
 
Throughout his life, much of it after he was an active player, Musial was in the Cardinals 
organization; he never worked for anyone else. During most of his playing years, St. Louis was the 
only major league city west of the Mississippi (until about 1950 there was also the St. Louis 
Browns in the American League), so baseball fans all over the Midwest liked the Cardinals, 
especially when they could beat the feared New York Yankees in the World Series. Musial loved 
the Cardinals, and their many fans loved him. 
 
Before he was 20, an accident damaged his pitching arm, so he became an outfielder before he was 
brought to the major league level late in the 1941 season. He was fast proving himself, as he hit 
.426 for the rest of that season. Before he retired in 1963, he had led the National League in almost 
every category, and in 1948, his 39 home runs was one short of providing him with the triple 
crown. I saw the World Champion Cardinals play an exhibition game in Providence in 1943, but 
Musial was not with the team; I think he served two years in the military during World War II, and 
I never saw him in person. His Number 6 was the first ever to be retired by the Cardinals, and 
President Obama awarded him the Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian honor, in 2011. 
 
I recall well the 1942 World Series against the nearly invincible New York Yankees. In the first 
game at Sportsmen’s Park in St. Louis, the Yankees compiled 7 runs in the early part of the game, 
and as the 9th inning began, they were leading the Cardinals 7-0. The Cardinals came alive in the 9th 
and scored 4 runs, losing the game 7-4. St. Louis went on to win the next 4, and the 1942 Series. In 
1946, the Series was between the Cardinals and the powerful Boston Red Sox, with Ted Williams 
at the height of his career. Boston was favored to win the Series 12 to 5. With the feared duo of 
Enos “Country” Slaughter and Stan Musial hitting back-to-back in the line-up, all the games were 
hard-fought, until each team had won three games. Boston led in the 7th game until the chips were 
down and Musial and Slaughter came through. Harry “the Cat” Brecheen won three games for St. 
Louis, and Ted Williams was held to one hit in the Series. 
 
I liked Stan Musial’s odd batting stance. He didn’t hold his bat high and wave it around but rather 
held it still about waist level. When the right pitch came along, look out! Toward the end of his 
playing career and well over 40 years of age, many thought he was being kept on by the Cardinals 
because of past performance and that he was really “over the hill.” About a month into the season, 
either in 1962 or 1963, the leading batting averages in the National League were published. Stan 
Musial was batting .530. When he appeared in the All-Star Game about that time, he hit a home run 
and the National League won. 
 



My favorite observations of Stan Musial were when he made his final round of the ballparks 
immediately before his retirement in 1963. I was watching one day, and it was announced he was 
coming to the plate. The umpires stopped the game, and each of them walked to home plate and 
shook his hand. That was the ultimate tribute to a great ballplayer. His very last trip to the plate was 
against Cincinnati, and he hit a single past the rookie second baseman Pete Rose. 
 
Work Report: On Tuesday night with Jerry Lucas in charge, the following volunteers were on 
hand: Bill Schwoebel, Tim Nolan, Tim Ward, Jerry Novak, Emil Christofano, Bob Jordan, Mark 
Russell, Ed Paschall, Lou Mandich, Steve Bryce, Richard Bernard, Bob Stransky, and Tom 
Marshall. The condenser was removed from the Model 735, and the core separated from the brass 
shell. Testing with house water pressure indicated that the core still leaks. It will need repair, 
probably in an outside shop, or substitution of another core we may have on hand. 
 
The front wheels were removed from the 1937 Packard, and indeed the brake cylinders do need 
repair. Since we could not find a suitable wheel puller, the rear wheels were postponed until 
Thursday. On the Model 607 project, the leak in the pilot system was almost repaired, and 
underside clips were attached to the new tubing runs under the car. Paint was touched up on these 
new brackets and other places under the car. The whistle valve and line were completed and await 
the running boards to attach the whistle itself. The downpipe from the bonnet to the flue was 
properly fitted and fastened to the bonnet. The leather on all our cars (except the Mountain Wagon, 
which has cushions out for repair) has now been cleaned and coated with Lexol for preservation. 
We were sorry to hear that Dave Leon and Ted Kamen had cases of the flu and could not attend this 
session. 
 
On Thursday, with Bill Schwoebel in charge, the following attended: Eugene Maute, Gerhard 
Maute, Chuck Erikson, Steve Bryce, Bob Jordan, Tim Nolan, Lou Mandich, Jerry Novak, Bob 
Reilly (briefly), and Tom Marshall. Lou Mandich brought his wheel puller, and with much effort 
the rear wheels were removed from the ’37 Packard, and one of these wheel cylinders will require 
repair. The bonnet downpipe was covered with two layers of Fiberfrax, and the boiler was wrapped 
with another layer as well. One of the boiler hold-downs was found to be cracked at the bend, and 
this was welded. The pilot pressure had dropped from 24# to 16# in 48 hours, so this tiny leak must 
still be addressed. 
 
On the Model 735, the opening and new cover for the water tank where the absorbent sock will be 
inserted was finished, and Lou Mandich took the tank for thorough cleaning. The handle from the 
whistle valve on the 607 was adjusted for a better appearance. Jim Personti stopped by and picked 
up a few missing pieces from the 607 engine he is rebuilding. His target date to have the engine 
back to us is the end of January. Thank you, Jim! Walter Higgins discovered several more 
deficiencies in the engine for our Model H-5, and we are working through these problems. 
Although neither Ted Kamen nor Dave Leon was able to attend, we have learned that Ted is much 
better, while Dave is still struggling with an upper respiratory infection. We wish Dave the best, as 
well as Chuck Erikson, who left the session Thursday night not feeling well. 


