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George S. McCarty (1868-ca. 1952) and the Amateur Trapshooting Association: When my father became a 
serious trapshooter in 1914, men who worked for the gun and ammunition companies kept the records and 
controlled the sport, sponsoring a “Grand American” trapshooting tournament each year that was held at a 
prominent gun club in the eastern United States. I think it was in 1900 when the first tournament was held on 
top of the old Madison Square Garden in New York. State Championship tournaments were also held, and gun 
clubs of all sizes could apply to hold a “Registered Shoot.” The Avondale Gun Club in Sharpless’s Park held 
many early registered shoots over its two traps. Famous marksmen such as Frank Troeh of Portland, Oregon, 
shot at Avondale. Organized trapshooting went under the name of the Interstate Association, which organization 
published an average book each year containing the annual averages of all shooters who took part in a registered 
shoot. 
 
The American Trapshooting Association succeeded the Interstate Association in the early 1920s. The industry 
representatives wanted to turn over management of organized trapshooting to the amateurs, and while this 
seemed desirable, it was a daunting task for a group of independent sportsmen with no organization. 
Nevertheless, the Amateur Trapshooting of America (ATA) was formed in 1923 with Frank Stoops of Spokane, 
Washington, as its first president. However, the early success of this fledgling association was due, almost 
entirely, by a flamboyant but serious expert trapshooter from Woodbury, New Jersey, George S. McCarty, who 
was elected president in 1924. The country was divided into 5 regions, each having a vice president (one of 
whom would be the president). Each state with active trapshooters, plus the District of Columbia and the 
Canadian Province of Ontario, had a state association that elected a representative to attend the ATA’s Annual 
Meeting, select that state’s regional vice president, and elect the president. 
 
McCarty moved fast to establish a permanent home grounds for the new ATA, where the annual Grand 
American Championship tournament could be held. Vandalia, Ohio, where the Old National Road crossed the 
Dixie Highway ten miles north of Dayton, was chosen, as it was “geographically central” to the trapshooting 
population at that time. Almost single-handedly, McCarty sold Life Memberships in the ATA for $25 each to 
pay for the building of the new facility that included a two-floor clubhouse and 22 traps in a single line! The 
first Grand American was held there in 1924, and my father attended. I’m sure he was a charter life member; 
my life membership card is dated May 22, 1937, so $25 got me 80 years! 
 
George McCarty was also quite a showman. When handicap shooting was being debated, some thought 23 
yards from the trap was too severe a handicap, even for the very best shooters. McCarty borrowed a gun, shot a 
light load (2-3/4 drams of powder instead of the 3 or even 3-1/8 drams allowed at that time), shot from 23 yards, 
and won the event. 23 yards was the maximum until it was increased to 25 yards about 1928, and to 27 yards in 
the 1950s. Once the A.T.A. was up and running well, McCarty not only turned over the leadership to others but 
retired from the sport for nearly 15 years. 
 
In the late 1930s, George McCarty, then raising quail near Newfield, New Jersey, appeared at the Yorklyn 
tournament to visit with some of his old friends, such as Charlie Newcomb of Philadelphia and Forrest McNeir 
of Houston, Texas. To recent shooters of that time McCarty was just a name from the past, and he was not 
recognized. My father decided to have a Testimonial Shoot for him at Yorklyn, which was scheduled for 
August 31, 1940. The program called for 100 16-yard targets, 25 handicap, and 12 pairs of doubles. McCarty, 
then 72 years of age, had bought a very basic $12 Winchester single 12-gauge gun and had started to shoot 
again at local events. For the 100 targets at his Testimonial, my dad made up a squad of Ralph Willis (1), 
myself (2), McCarty (3), my father (4), and Tom Young (5). Willis and Young were both residents of South 
Jersey, as was McCarty. We shot well, as follows: Willis 98, Marshall Jr. 99, McCarty 98 (with his $12 gun), 
Marshall Sr. 94, and Young 100. The Saturday event was attended by over 125 shooters, a record for a one-day 
shoot in those days. 
 



George McCarty continued to shoot in 50-target team races in South Jersey and often broke 50 straight. My 
father held two more events in his honor, as a designated day during the 5-day tournaments in 1941 and 1942. 
As shooting resumed after World War II, George McCarty no longer came around. The ATA is still going 
strong with over 100 traps required for the annual Grand American. About 2005, the longtime home grounds at 
Vandalia, which then had about 100 traps, were abandoned in favor of a new location in southern Illinois. 
 
Work Report: On Tuesday, June 13, 10 volunteers attended, as follows: Mark Bodenstab (in charge), Steve 
Bryce, Tom Marshall, Larry Tennity, John Schubel, Anne Cleary, Bob Jordan, Ted Kamen, Jerry Novak, and 
Neal Sobocinski. 
 
The rear tire on the Model 735 was repaired and remounted (a new inner tube was inserted). Re-working the 
seats and setting the lift of the balls on the rear water pump of the Model 87 were completed. Locomotive 402 
was checked over. Work continued on mounting the new covering on the ’37 Packard running boards. Dry-wall 
ceiling work continued in the shop. 
 
On Wednesday, June 14, six volunteers took part: Richard Bernard (in charge), Bill Schwoebel, Tom Marshall, 
Steve Bryce, Jerry Lucas, and Bob Wilhelm. 
 
On the Model 87, the front water pump was reworked, steel balls were inserted into both pumps, the feed water 
heater was connected from the pumps but not to the boiler, and the car was fired up for testing on the jack. 
Water pumped through the heater in good shape, but it was noted that only about 25% more was pumped when 
both pumps were “on” than when one pump was by-passed. The “second pump” will be checked further for seat 
condition and proper lift. The Model H-5 was fired up and driven on the road. All facets of the engine 
rebuilding proved good, but the crossheads ran slightly warm, so their adjustment will be taken care of. Now the 
throttle on this car appears to be the problem, as there may be a crack in the casting. 
 
The Model 740 was lubricated, front and rear, and the front wheel bearings were checked and appeared good. 
Insulation was added near the boiler and around the steam pipe from the throttle. Two volunteers worked on 
projects in the office. 
 
On Thursday, June 15, nine volunteers were on hand: Steve Bryce (in charge), Kelly Williams, Jared Schoenly, 
Tom Marshall, Bob Jordan, Ted Kamen, Dave Leon, Tim Ward, and Dennis Tiley. 
 
The Models 725 and EX were prepped for the Ice Cream Run on June 20. Extensive cleaning of fuel lines on 
both cars was completed, and the 725 was fired up and run on the road. The new steam automatic on this car 
was adjusted. Since the second wedding in two weeks on the grounds at Auburn Heights was scheduled for 
Saturday, 6/17, the following cars in the museum were “wet-cleaned” for the occasion: Models 71, 76, 607, and 
78 (the remainder were cleaned on Friday). The museum itself was made ready for the wedding guests. 
 
Work continued on attaching the new coverings to the ’37 Packard’s running boards. In addition to trimming 
the covering and fastening the hold-downs attached thereto, a wood pattern was made to shape the chrome trim 
strips that surround the rubber matting. A new order of screws and small bolts, along with some 7/16” brass 
balls, was received from McMaster-Carr and these were stored in their proper places. The Auburn Valley 
Railroad was checked over for its use on June 17.  


