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Walter W. Anderson (1921-2010): Walter was my business partner for 37 years, and I could not have wished for a 
better one. A native of Cecil County, Maryland, he grew up on a farm near Calvert and was graduated from high 
school in 1939. From there, he went to Beacom Business College in Wilmington on a scholarship, with a daily 
commute of almost 50 miles round-trip. Graduating after two years, he was hired as a junior bookkeeper by 
Delaware Coach Company, a wholly owned subsidiary of Delaware Power & Light, which would eventually change 
its name to Delmarva Power Company. 
 
When Walter joined Delaware Coach, all electrified lines had “trackless trolleys” in Wilmington, a 1939 
improvement that had eliminated tracks in the street and allowed the rubber-tired trolleys to pull up to a curb for 
boarding. They still required a centralized trolley barn and could only operate where miles of copper wire were 
strung above their routes, with a high-voltage generating system. Trackless trolleys, almost silent in operation, lasted 
just over 10 years in Wilmington, after which they were replaced by smelly and noisy, but much more flexible 
Diesel buses which were slightly larger. 
 
Walter was drafted into the army early in 1943, and before the year was over, he married his longtime girlfriend 
Frances Gifford. Serving at Lincoln, Nebraska, Salt Lake City, Utah, and Fort Lewis, Washington, he was released 
in 1945 and went back to work at Delaware Coach Company. The company sponsored his membership in the newly 
formed Wilmington Junior Chamber of Commerce (JayCees). 
 
As a young travel agent, I joined the JayCees in 1950, and I met Walter right away, as he was “on the door,” which 
meant he collected $1 from each member who attended the weekly luncheon at the Hob Tea Room in the Delaware 
Trust Building. It was not long until Walter, Lindsay Greenplate (another active JayCee), and I were having lunch 
together once or twice a week, where we often had a 50-cent meal at a Chinese restaurant on Delaware Avenue. 
Walter knew his days at Delaware Coach were numbered, and he was not surprised when he was fired in 1957. By 
this time, he and Frances had three sons, ages 3 to 13. He took a job as credit manager at Elkton Supply Company, 
near his home, and he learned a lot about how the best customers were often the “poorest pay.” He liked working in 
Elkton, but he disliked his job. 
 
By the late 1950s, I knew I didn’t want to sit behind a desk as a travel agent for the rest of my life and was looking at 
the growing motel business, with some encouragement from my father. 
I asked Walter if he would have an interest in such an endeavor, and he responded positively. In 1960, he worked 
temporarily in the travel agency, while we made plans to build our first motel. On restricted land bought from 
Woodlawn Trustees, we planned a 35-room Colonial-style motel, but I had the feeling that being part of a chain was 
the answer to long-term success. 
 
There was a fast-growing new chain in the south named Holiday Inn that was selling franchises and had opened 
about 30 locations. Investigation showed its headquarters to be in Memphis, where a 46-year-old entrepreneur 
named Kemmons Wilson had developed a team of young men to help expand his hotel chain. Walter and I flew to 
Memphis in June 1959, spent a day with them, and came home sold on applying for a franchise. This was approved 
by late summer, and construction began in 1960 on 60 rooms and a restaurant at Talleyville on Route 202. Walter 
sold his home in Elkton and moved with his family to McDaniel Heights, less than one mile from the new Holiday 
Inn. As was the practice in those days, a prospective innkeeper spent two or three weeks working at an established 
Holiday Inn (in his case Columbus, OH) before qualifying for the job. 
 
From the first day we opened in August 1961, our Holiday Inn was highly successful. We turned away more than we 
could accommodate and hung bedspreads at the windows while awaiting our curtains. Within two months, we 
planned to build 49 more rooms, which opened in June 1962. We followed Holiday Inn instructions to the “T,” and 
for the most part this paid off handsomely. Walter was a “detail” man, not only with figures but also with 
cleanliness. He never walked around the inn without picking up cigarette butts. Walter and I were very fortunate in 
the staff we hired, and they were as friendly as they were efficient. His wife, Frances, was the assistant housekeeper 
and often had to substitute as housekeeper during vacation time and when roads were slippery. More than once, she 
skated to the inn from their home nearly one mile away. 



 
Walter and Holiday Inns were a perfect match. He usually worked between 16 and 18 hours each day, seven days a 
week, but he loved it. He had his hand on everything. He soon became well known at Holiday Inn headquarters in 
Memphis and was the perennial secretary and treasurer of the Delaware Hotel-Motel Association. He and Frances 
enjoyed the annual Holiday Inn Conferences and the post-conference vacation tours. In 1964, we opened our second 
Holiday Inn with 100 rooms at Exit 3 of I-95, which we called “Wilmington-Southwest.” In 1967, we added 35 more 
rooms at Talleyville, and in 1978-79, 44 more were added at Exit 3. Walter was in charge of all these operations but 
maintained his position of Innkeeper at Talleyville until Holiday Inns decided to change the title to General 
Manager. During the last 25 years before we sold our Talleyville Holiday Inn in 1997, Walter and his family owned 
about 40% of our local company, and, thanks to prudent management, it was very profitable. We were always glad 
we could make it profitable to our employees as well. 
 
Although I usually visited one of our inns a few times each week, his devoted leadership as my partner made it 
possible for me to found the Wilmington & Western Railroad, the Magic Age of Steam, and to serve 36 years as 
treasurer and clerk of the Finance Committee at the Friends Home in Kennett, as well as to enjoy many long steam 
car trips. Thank you, Walter, I shall always be grateful for a wonderful friend. 
 
Work Report: On Tuesday, January 9, seven volunteers turned out on another very cold night, viz: Larry Tennity 
(in charge), John Bacino, Anne K. H. Cleary, Bob Jordan, Ted Kamen, Bob Koury, and Brent McDougall. The 
basement walls under the shop were scraped and prepared for painting. The underside of the new railroad utility car 
was painted, and the trucks were fit temporarily to their bolsters. On the Rauch & Lang electric, the driver’s door 
was removed, as it was very loose at the hinges. Dowels were glued in the screw holes, and larger screws will be 
needed. When the glue sets up and the screws obtained, the door can be re-mounted. 
 
Mequier’s All-Purpose Cleaner, diluted 4 to 1 with water, was applied to a small section of carpeting on the ’37 
Packard, with seemingly good result. More cleaner will be obtained, and the remainder of the carpet will be treated. 
This will also be tested very carefully on the upholstery to see if it is satisfactory for this larger job.  
 
On Wednesday, January 10, six volunteers answered the call, viz: Jerry Lucas (in charge, substituting for Jerry 
Novak), Bob Koury, Mark Russell, Tom Marshall, Gary Fitch, and Stan Lakey. The chassis on the Rauch & Lang 
electric was thoroughly lubricated. On the Model 740, the steam pipe loop was re-insulated (not quite completed). It 
was found that most of the wood screws on the firewall side of the dash on the Mountain Wagon were loose or 
missing. These were replaced and tightened, in some cases using heavier screws. A tool chest was mounted on the 
new A.V.R.R. utility car. 
 
On Thursday, January 11, six volunteers attended the session: John Schubel (in charge), Mark Russell, Steve Bryce, 
Bob Jordan, Ted Kamen, and Bob Koury. The ’37 Packard was lubricated. Work continued on the A.V.R.R. support 
car. The front wheel bearings on the Model 76 were quite dry, and initial attempts to remove them were not 
successful. This project will be addressed during the coming week. 
 
A complete Auburn Valley R.R. report from Bob Koury indicates that, in addition to himself, the following took part 
during the past week: Mark Russell, John Bacino, and three Americorp volunteers, Dawn, D.J., and John. The first 
coat of paint is complete on the new supply car, and the car was modified to accept a larger tool and parts cabinet. 
50% of the basement walls have been painted. The first stage of the supply car is virtually complete. A lot of trash 
was cleaned from the basement. The track-construction table was moved under the museum ramp. 
 
Little Engines (Mike Venezia) was visited in Lancaster, and the following items were either picked up or ordered: 
Wheel sets for the second truck of passenger car #854, a new boiler safety valve, 16 wheels, 4 side-bar frames, and 2 
bolsters, all of which require machining. 4-wheel freight car trucks were ordered. 


