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Chrysler’s Turbine Car, ca. 1966: In the mid-1960s, the Chrysler Corporation
put out trial balloons concerning a gas-turbine car. In fact, they built ten proto-
types, all just alike, with Italian plastic sports car bodies. To test these cars beyond
the tests done at the factory, they had some sort of contest, the winners gaining the
use of one of these cars for a six-month period. It was thought that the program
would go on for about two years, with each of the ten cars having four temporary
“owners” during this period. They expected the cars to be tested in practical
conditions for roughly 25,000 to 30,000 miles each.

A man in Claymont was one of the winners, and to celebrate his taking possession
of the car, the Chrysler publicity department went to work in the Wilmington area,
with a special event planned in midday at our Holiday Inn near Newark. Company
officials and many members of the press were on hand, and two of these gas-
turbine cars were there so everyone could get a ride within a reasonable time.
Actually, they were quite stylish, looking something like a European sports car of
the period.

The publicity people heard that I (actually my father) had a collection of Stanley
steamers, and they got the notion that comparison between an old-time steamer and
a modern turbine car would be of some interest. Upon request, I took our 1908
Model H-5 to the event, and I think I gave rides, although interest in the latter
seemed limited.

Before long, the Chrysler people asked if I would like to drive the turbine car,
which I was very happy to do. I drove it for two miles or more. It was very smooth
and quiet but did not excel in acceleration or power. Although I never owned a
Buick with a Dyna-Flow transmission, the turbine car reminded me of one: a
smooth transmission with a lot of slippage. The car I drove, as well as the other
one, showed about 10,000 miles on their odometers, yet the tires were bald. This
really surprised me; if these cars were really hard on tires, and I don’t know why
they should have been, I would have thought Chrysler would have put on new
rubber frequently for the benefit of reporters and the general public. I never learned
how the Claymont man liked his six-month loan of the turbine car, but very little
was heard of the project again. I think the company gave up on the idea before the
full two-year trial period was over, but it was fun!



Work Nights: A touch of spring was in the air last week at Auburn Heights.
Tuesday night work activities included: Jeff Pollock and Emil Christofano
installing new bolts on the Rauch & Lang rear wheels while Bob Jordan and Ted
Kamen started applying the finish coat of black paint to the Mountain Wagon rims.
Butch Cannard and Dave Leon made a paper template of the fire wall of the Model
607 body to aid in the repair and straightening of the hood; the template was then
sent to Mike May. Jerry Lucas continued winter maintenance on the Model EX,
greasing the steering column and other steering components. On Thursday, Jim
Personti, Jeff Fallows and Butch continued repairing vacuum leaks in the
Orchestrion. Dave Leon worked on the Model 607 body, stripping paint from the
aluminum casting that holds the windshield and reinstalling the bolts holding it to
the body. Ted Kamen and Bob Stransky continued painting the Mountain Wagon
rims. Bill Schwoebel washed the boiler on locomotive #402 on Thursday, and Tom
washed the #401 on Friday. Steve Bryce brought up the Model 76 to the garage for
removal of the water tank and additional seam repair.



