October 22, 2007
Hello, Steam Team:

Leroy Benge, Sr. (1903-1982): “Roy” was the youngest child of John and Fannie Benge
of Yorklyn. John had joined the Marshall brothers as a millwright at the old Homestead Mill
(Marshall’s Bridge) in 1888, and moved with his family to Yorklyn when Israel and Elwood
Marshall bought the old Clark woolen mill in 1890 on what is now Benge Road. Probably
about the time the first fiber mills were built near Yorklyn’s railroad station in the first decade
of the 20™ century, John became superintendent of the Marshall Brothers paper mill at the older
location, and held this position until his retirement in the early 1930’s. John had owned 3 used
Stanleys, believed to be a Model EX (1907), a Model 71 (1911), and a Model 720 (1915),
purchased from the young T. Clarence Marshall, agent for Stanley Steam Cars.

Having great mechanical aptitude, young Roy was enamored with his father’s Stanleys.
He once told me that while riding with his father down the dirt road from Kennett Square in the
EX, they lost some balls out of the engine- possibly from the crossheads or the crank bearings.
John sent Roy behind to try to find them in the dirt of the road’s surface. Roy could not have
been more than 7 or 8 years old at the time, but he understood the workings of that early
Stanley. When he was old enough, he, too, went to work for the Marshall Brothers paper mill,
and upon his father’s retirement, he became superintendent when about 30 years of age.
Although only 21 when the last Stanleys were made, Roy had a fond spot in his heart for the
steamers his father had owned when he was growing up.

About 1940, having lived in Kennett Square for many years, Roy, his wife Emma, and
their children moved into the large house owned by the Mill and occupied from about 1900
until 1936 by his parents. That was the year my father bought the first Stanley that was to
become his collection, our 1913 Model 76. The office of Marshall Brothers was less than 100
yards from where the excitement of mechanically-restoring a Stanley was going on in the old
carriage house at Auburn Heights. It wasn’t long before Roy managed a short visit nearly every
day to inspect the progress and offer help. When I returned home from the service in 1946, 1
witnessed these daily visits. By that time, Roy had decided that he wanted a Stanley, and it had
to be just like the last one his father had owned, a 1915 Model 720.

Mervin Allatt of Three Bridges, NJ, was one of the “agents” for Stanleys in the early
collecting years. My father had acquired several cars through Merv Allatt, and he asked him if
he could find a 720 for Roy. It wasn’t long before he turned one up, and Roy purchased it late
in 1947 or early 1948. In the tiny garage across Benge Road from the big house where he lived,
now owned by one of our directors, Stan Wilcox, he mechanically restored his Model 720. It
was painted in a local shop, the original leather was preserved, and Roy did the rest, including
the re-tubing and welding of his steel-tube boiler. Starting to use the car in the 1949 season, he
and Emma were charter members of the Historical Car Club of Pennsylvania, and participated
in the Glidden Tour that year. The tour started in Gettysburg, proceeded to Luray, VA,
Richmond, VA, Williamsburg, Annapolis, MD, and Wilmington, DE, terminating the night
before the annual Fall Meet of AACA at the Devon Horse Show grounds. Like my father, Roy



never seemed to have any trouble, and many happy trips and tours were enjoyed during the next
several years. He drove his Model 720 on the Glidden Tour to Montreal in 1950 (Lake Placid
to Rochester, NY) and covered 293 miles the last day, and on the Philadelphia to Washington,
DC, tour via a route through the Poconos and Harrisburg in 1952. In 1965, he sold his Stanley
to Walt Gray of Kansas City, KS. It is now in the Allen Blazick collection, possibly the only
720 in existence.

After a successful final run, Norman Schaut’s 1910 Stanley was returned to him in Ocean
City, NJ, on Saturday by Bill Rule, Bill Schwoebel, and myself. The owner fired it up in our
presence and made two short runs around the north end of Ocean City. He was highly pleased
and presented FAHP with a contribution check for $2,500. Bill Rule is almost single-handedly
to thank for this donation, with assistance from Jim Personti who welded the broken truss rod.
Bill spent over 50 hours, plus the transporting of the car to and from. We have made a cursory
inspection of the Stanley Museum’s 1910 Model 70, and the work we recommend to make it
good mechanically may be less than we had thought. Overall, the car appears to be in good
condition. Last Sunday, Bill Schwoebel in the Model K, Butch Cannard and Jane in the Model
78, and Steve Bryce in the 735 made successful round-trips to the Fall Meet of HCCP at the
Delaware County Community College near Media, PA.

We entertained the Historical Society of Delaware at Auburn Heights on Sunday, Oct. 21,
and the Delaware Community Foundation on Monday. Both were small groups with a similar
format: catered light hors d’ouvres and wine, with the usual Auburn Heights attractions: the
Museum, the train ride, rides in the Mountain Wagon and the Rauch & Lang electric car, and an
informal tour of the first floor of the big house. Thanks to all who helped one or both days or in
preparation: Rose Ann Hoover, Jan Rivera, Rob and Chevonne Robison, Emil Christofano, Bill
Schwoebel, John McNamara, Chuck Erikson, Butch Cannard, Anne Cleary, Jerry Novak, Art
Sybell, Art Wallace, John Anstreicher, Dan Nichols, Steve Jensen, Steven Jensen, 11, Ruth
Marshall, and Barb and Bob Reilly. The grounds around Auburn Heights never looked nicer.
Very mild weather made the outdoor activities especially inviting.

Our “Annual Appeal” letters should be in the mail this week (nearly 300 of them!). We
are preparing for our public weekend, October 27-28, including house tours both days. Early
weather forecasts are questionable, but we are hoping for a good crowd both days. Thanks to
all who have volunteered to help so far. Sunday, Ruth can use a little more help with the house
tours. Please call Ruth or Rose Ann Hoover if you can help. We thank Rose Ann for chairing
this event, and in typical “Hoover fashion”, everything is well-organized. Thanks to the
volunteers who have talked up our Steamin’ Weekend, and distributed literature. This is the
key to good attendance. I’'m sorry the “News” is a day late again this week. I hope to be back
on schedule next Monday. Tom






