F.A.H.P. News, November 1, 2010

Roxbury, New York, 1957: A third cousin of mine, Robert M. Way (1921-1999), whose
father, Frank T. Way (1878-1942), had bought a Stanley from my father when he was a dealer,
wanted one because his father had owned one before he was born. About 1954, my father sold
Bob Way a 1919 Model 735, four-passenger touring car, for $750. The Ways, father and son,
were wholesale rose growers in Kennett Square. Bob was a talented mechanic and had no
trouble in retubing a boiler for his new toy. Getting his Stanley on the road within a year, he, his
wife Kay, and their four children began to attend steam car tours, driving their Model 735 over
the road to the tour’s location.

My very good friends in the Boston area, Frank and Weezie Gardner (they were mentioned in
the “News” of October 11, 2010), enjoyed the Ways, and the feeling was mutual. Since we
lived nearly 400 miles apart, the opportunity to tour together was infrequent. In June 1957,
however, a small hotel in Roxbury, New York, on the west side of the Catskills, was chosen as
a central point where we could meet and share good times. The hotel’s owner and operator,
Tom Porter, was a member of the Veteran Motor Car Club of America and had inherited some
very interesting high-end cars.

The Way children did not go, but Bob and Kay in their Stanley and I, along with my passenger,
Albert Harvey, in my father’s Model 76, left home after lunch on June 20, traveled the new
Northeast Extension of the Pennsylvania Turnpike, stayed near Scranton that night, and arrived
at Roxbury the next afternoon. Weezie Gardner was seven months pregnant, so Frank invited a
very interesting friend, Frank E. H. Johnson of the Boston area, to accompany him, and they
drove in Frank’s 1912 Stanley Model 74 the 250+ miles to Roxbury, also in parts of two days,
arriving when we did. Frank Johnson was a native of the British Isles and had witnessed the
death of Charles Rolls (of Rolls Royce fame) while the latter was stunt flying at a Brighton fair
in 1910. Having emigrated to the United States the following year, Johnson had retired about
1955 as head of the service department at Boston’s largest Buick agency. At Roxbury, we were
joined by Curtis L. Blake (ca. 1918—) and his father, Herb, both antique car collectors. Curt and
his brother Presley founded the Friendly Ice Cream Company in 1935 with a $1,500 loan from
their father. For the first time, we learned about their expanding chain of ice cream stores and
sandwich shops all over the Northeast. Anyone ever hear of them?

Tom Porter had been the head chauffeur for a Mrs. Shepherd, daughter of the famous or
infamous Jay Gould. The late Mrs. Shepherd’s estate was just outside Roxbury, and before she
died, she had bought the small frame hotel on a green in the center of town for her favorite
employee. Along with other cars, she left him an English Lanchester and a 1937 Model K
Lincoln, 7-passenger touring car. The Lincoln was in need of restoration, but it was still
running, and I had a ride in it. When King George VI and Queen Elizabeth (the Queen mother)
visited the United States and Canada in the summer of 1939, the government asked the Ford
Motor Company to provide a parade car for the Royal couple. Ford was making nothing
suitable in 1939, as the big 12-cylinder Model K’s had been discontinued in 1937. The
company contacted Mrs. Shephard, asking if they could borrow her big touring car. In return,



they offered to completely restore it, mechanically and cosmetically. She agreed, and the car
was used as intended.

The Gardner car and the Marshall car left Roxbury together and traveled to Lenox,
Massachusetts, where we stayed at Gardner’s guest house (no relation to Frank). The two
Franks left for Boston, and the Ways, Albert Harvey, and I spent the next night at the old
Interlaken Inn at Lakeville, Connecticut, after having lunch at our very first Friendly’s
Restaurant at Lee, Massachusetts. From Lakeville, we made it home in a day without incident.

Annual Fund Donation Options

Hopefully by now you have received the recently mailed Annual Fund appeal, and we thank all
those who support our efforts to share not only the collections but the history and impact of
steam technology, the village of Yorklyn and the Marshall family. Did you know that you may
be able to realize significant tax savings by donating appreciated mutual funds or stocks? If
you'd like to know more about the options, please contact the FAHP office at 302-239-2385 or
admin@auburnheights.org.

Work Nights Progress

Projects last week during evening work sessions included re-soldering the leaking water tank
from the Model 76. Steve Bryce and Ted Kamen completed this successfully and reinstalled
and tested the tank. Kelly Williams, Jeff Pollack and Jerry Lucas reattached the burner to the
Model 735, containing the new superheater, and Bill Schwoebel and Jim Personti repaired the
leaking pilot on the Model 87. Emil Christofano continued to remove and clean suspension
components from the Rauch & Lang with help from Jeff Pollock, Mark Russell, and Jeff
Fallows. Art Wallace, Bob Stransky, and Tim Ward completed priming the leaf springs for the
607; Mark Russell repaired the rear seat frame, also from the 607, and turned it over to Ted
Kamen for a coat of "Quik-Poly" sealant.

On Saturday members took part in a Volunteer Tour through the nearby Pennsylvania
countryside, with lunch provided at the Perkins Restaurant north of Avondale. Five Stanleys
from Auburn Heights made the trip, along with Lou Mandich's Buick, Steve Jensen's Stanley
and Rose Ann's 1940 Packard. The weather was perfect, and all cars made the trip without
incident--many thanks to all involved in organizing this pleasurable afternoon.



