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Stanley Steam Car Operators: This writer will attempt to list some 100-year-plus records
made with Stanley cars. Both miles driven over a lifetime and miles in one day will be
addressed. Brent Campbell, now 66 and still piling up miles, leads both categories by large
margins. Neither record has been written about, as were the speed records made by the Stanleys
and their drivers in the first decade of the 20™ century.

Brent’s record for the most total miles was made from the mid-1960s to the present, and my
guess is that he may be approaching 500,000 (he will probably have a more accurate estimate).
This was made with several cars, the most prominent of which were his 1913 Model 76, his
1911 four-passenger 30-horsepower touring that he called a Model 80, and his 1911 Model 85,
named “Big Green.” He used the 76 on his first Trans-Continental Reliability Tour in 1979
from Key West to Halifax and the Models 80 and the 85 on many other “Trans-Cons” and Red
Rock Tours, including the tour around the British Isles in 1987. Not only has he made the most
“long tours,” but he has driven Stanleys on an almost-daily basis for 45 years during the warm-
weather months. No one living or dead will likely come close.

Before Brent passed me in the 1980s, I might have held the record for a few years, but I believe
the late Earle Eckel (1891-1978) of Washington, New Jersey, who drove one car, his 1914
Model 712 roadster, in excess of 150,000 miles, was very close. When Eckel gave me a copy of
the log he kept on a round-trip to Minneapolis in 1949, I knew I had to do some long-distance
touring in a Stanley. Other than progressive Glidden Tours and similar adventures, the first big
chance for a “Trans-Con” came for me in 1972. Don Bourdon and Mike May, both in their
sixties, have a very slim chance to catch Brent’s total mileage, but I believe they are already
approaching my estimated 200,000 miles. What about the pioneers who drove these cars every
day, and the Stanley twins themselves? In my opinion, they don’t even come close. Most car
owners when Stanleys were made drove a total of 1,000 to 2,000 miles per year, and only a few
stayed with their Stanleys when the cars became more than 5 years old. F. E. Stanley drove a lot
for eight months a year for 15 years, but it’s unlikely his total was more than 100,000 miles. F.
O. Stanley probably drove Stanley cars less than 50,000 miles total, and the same might apply
to racing car driver Fred Marriott. My father, who drove Stanleys from 1908 to 1918 and from
1940 to 1955 would come in somewhere below 100,000 miles.

The Marshalls often drove over 200 miles in a day, as did many others in the period 1935-1955.
Deneale Hunter drove his condensing car all night from his home in Claremont, New
Hampshire, to Yorklyn, Delaware, to attend a Steam Car Meet here in 1949. Earle Eckel made
the round-trip from Washington, New Jersey, to Philadelphia several times in the 1930s to
attend the early antique auto derbies. Paul Bourdon (1913-2001), along with 3 passengers,
drove from his home in Woodstock, Vermont, to the New York World’s Fair in 1939 in his
1911 Model 63. Leroy Benge drove his 1915 Model 720 from Elmira, New York, to Yorklyn,
Delaware, via York, Pennsylvania, 291 miles, in 1950. In 1972, I drove our Model 87 from
Aberdeen, South Dakota, to Baker, Montana, 314 miles, the longest day of my 8,328-mile
“Trans-Con.” Don Bourdon drove his 1912 Mountain Wagon round-trip from Woodstock,



Vermont, to Linville, North Carolina, in 1986, and I’'m sure he made more than 300 miles in at
least one day. Over 200 miles were also commonplace for those few steamers that were driven
on “Trans-Cons.”

Again, Brent Campbell’s marathon driving came to the fore. In 1982, he drove his Model 80
341 miles from Dodge City, Kansas, to Tulsa, Oklahoma, as he was making his way from
Pebble Beach, California, to Jekyll Island, Georgia. In 1988, he and his wife, Martha, drove
“Big Green” from Hamburg, New York, to their home in Northboro, Massachusetts, in one day-
-470 miles!

WORK NIGHTS: During work nights last week, Art Wallace and Bob Jordan started sanding
and sealing the new sign, set to replace the current one along Creek Road. Butch Cannard and
Bill Schwoebel replaced the damaged vent cover on top of the F.A.H.P. trailer. The 607 projects
continued with Ted Kamen applying another coat of paint to the frame, and the painting of the
fenders have been completed by the New Garden paint shop (Ashley Ritter). Emil Christofano,
Jeff Pollack and Mark Russell mounted several tires onto the new wheels of the Rauch & Lang.
On Tuesday night, Tom Marshall, Bill Schwoebel, Steve Bryce and Butch Cannard removed the
engine from the 87 after determining it was in need of rebuilding. The group continued the
project on Thursday with additional help from Jerry Lucas and Jim Personti and began
disassembling the engine and transferring parts to another 30-horsepower engine previously
used in the car. Ed Paschall and Tim Ward assisted, cleaning parts before they were reinstalled.
The “new” engine is ready to go back in the Model 87 this week. Kevin Arnold of Kennett
Square cut down a new perch pole to fit on the hardware for our Model 78, now at Charlie
Johnson’s shop. Steve Bryce continued prepping the Model 76 for the upcoming New
Hampshire steam tour, giving the car a good lube and assembling parts and tools for the trip. On
tour this year are Steve and Ann Bryce in the Model 76 and Kelly Williams in his car, along
with Jerry and Holly Novak, who expect to attend the join tour for the last two or three days.

RISE IN RESERVED TOURS: Did you know that groups of 8 or more may make an
appointment for a private tour of the Auburn Heights mansion or museum (or both!)? Thanks to
referrals from members and others, we have seen a significant rise in groups booking reserved
tours this year. In 2010, we welcomed 7 groups (125 people), including one large brass-era car
tour group and several senior centers. So far in 2011, more than 250 people (16 groups) have
visited, and they range from car clubs (the Delorean Mid-Atlantic Club and Old Dominion Car
Club) to historical societies (Seaford, Southern Chester County, and Middletown Township) to
social groups (the Red Had Society & Kennett Square Newcome) as well as senior centers
(Cokesbury, Absalom Jones, & Cornerstone). We were even joined by a group of summer
campers from the PAL Center in Hockessin. If you know a group that would enjoy a private
tour, please recommend that they contact us.

We thank the docents who help with these group visits. If you enjoy sharing the Auburn
Heights story and have free time on weekdays, join the team of "daytime docents" who make
these visits memorable. Contact Susan (srandolph@auburnheights.org ) or Dan
(daniel.citron@state.de.us) to learn more.




