
June 28, 2010  F.A.H.P. News 
 
Old-Fashioned Hotels still in business today:  Although the purpose of our trip last week was 
not specifically to visit old hotels, Ruth and I stopped at five such and stayed at three of them in 
Virginia, West Virginia, and Pennsylvania.  Built in the 19th and early 20th centuries, they are 
going strong today, and while they are popular only with a small segment of the traveling 
population, there seems to be a market to keep them prosperous. 
 
We stopped our first night away at the Mimslyn Inn at Luray, VA, built in 1931 as the great 
depression was settling in.  This imposing hotel is set high above the main street of Luray, one-
half mile from the famous caverns.  Built in a style of a much earlier period, its 45 rooms are 
nicely furnished and similar to the first time I stayed there with my parents in 1937, as we 
experienced our first trip on the Skyline Drive in my dad’s ’34 Packard Twelve during foliage 
time.  The spacious lobby and the large dining room with its white table cloths look much as 
they did when the hotel was built.  The 1949 Glidden Tour used the Mimslyn as its Luray 
headquarters the night the tour passed through.  My father and I stayed there in the early 1950’s 
enroute to AACA spring meets in Waynesboro, VA.  I thought the hotel was long-since gone, 
but it turns out it underwent a restoration in 2007-08, and re-opened as if time had stood still. 
 
Passing through, we enjoyed the splendor of the Homestead at Hot Springs, VA, where we were 
offered complimentary afternoon tea, even though we had not spent a dime at the hotel.  This 
was true southern hospitality at a luxurious resort that lays claim to being one of the earliest 
spas in this country (the medicinal spring was established before 1800).  The large hotel has 
been beautifully maintained over the years.  That night we stayed at the General Lewis Inn at 
Lewisburg, WV, a few miles west of White Sulphur Springs.  A small inn in an interesting 
historic town, it opened in 1929, and all rooms, including the bedrooms, are furnished with 
authentic antiques, as they have been since its opening.  The meals in its small dining room 
were probably the best we had on our trip. 
 
Two nights later, we stayed at the Summit Inn on a mountain top east of Uniontown, PA.  
Opened in 1907, this is a place where you can sit on the spacious porch in white rockers and 
enjoy the view.  With a large lobby and beautiful staircase, it is somewhat of a mystery how this 
property can be prosperous in 2010, but it was certainly not shabby, and they did cater a 
wedding reception and said they had 98 guests staying overnight when we were there. 
 
Finally on our way home Friday, we stopped at Bedford Springs.  Closed and boarded up from 
1987 until 2007, this beautiful old property between the mountains has taken a new lease on 
life, as many millions were obviously spent before it opened as a member of the Omni hotel 
chain.  About 1796, the spring was harnessed to establish Pennsylvania’s first spa, and a 
boarding house was built about 1805.  The sprawling frame hotel, which has three floors with 
balconies for each of 270 rooms, served as the summer White House for President Buchanan in 
the late 1850’s.  Lincoln’s secretary of war, Edwin M. Stanton, took some R & R here during 
the dark days of the Civil War.  I stayed here with my father in the late 1930’s, and Bedford 
Springs was host to two AACA Glidden Tours in 1948 and 1951.  Ruth and I stayed overnight 
in 1985 when it was quite run-down.  Today it is spectacular! 
 



 
 
Obituary:  It was with sadness that we received word from our advisor, Sarah Stanley, on the 
passing of her father, Francis E. Stanley, II, age 90, on June 23.  Named for his famous 
grandfather “F.E.”, he was the only grandson of either of the twins (F.O. had no children) to 
bear the name Stanley.  The son of Raymond W. Stanley (1894-1985), Francis was an architect 
in New Mexico, living in both Albuquerque and Santa Fe during his long career.  He and his 
wife Suzanne raised three sons and three daughters, all illustrious in their varied enterprises.  
Francis stayed with me twice at Auburn Heights in the early 1980’s, I visited them in Santa Fe 
in 1981, and they rode with Bob Reilly and me in our Model 87 from Pueblo to Lamar, CO, on 
the 1982 “Trans-Con” Tour from Pebble Beach to Jekyll Island.  We express our sympathy to 
his wife Suzanne and to all the children, of whom we know Sarah the best. 
 
The Model 78 is now disassembled at Charlie Johnson's shop, and more frame and body work 
will be required than originally anticipated. The frame will need replacement, but we hope to 
keep the old frame for use in museum displays--to give visitors an "inside" look at Stanley 
construction. 
 
Progress continues on the Model 607 restoration, thanks to Lou Mandich, Ed Paschall, Bob 
Stransky, Art Wallace, and Tim Ward,who prepared parts while Ted Kamen doweled and glued 
the front sill on the frame. In addition, Bill Schwoebel and Butch Cannard worked on the 
F.A.H.P. trailer to change the wiring for the front jack stabilizer and continued work on the 
Model K engine. Bob Jordon and Jim Personti worked on the pump box for the museum engine 
display, and Emil Christofano focused on reassembly of the Rauch and Lang differential. Steve 
Bryce is working on installation of a new throttle in the Model 76 to address continued 
problems with the old throttle failing to shut off properly. 
 
Last Tuesday was the second ice cream run of the season, which was greatly enjoyed by all 
despite a fairly severe storm that passed through the area. Firing up late, we took the direct route 
to Woodside Farm, where we were rewarded with a downpour that was invisible to the weather 
radar when we left Auburn Heights. Still, wet weather did nothing to dampen the mood and 
enjoyment of all who attended. Mark your calendars for the next (and final) ice cream run of the 
season, July 22! 
 
We will once again be attending the annual Hockessin 4th of July Parade and have to be at the 
assembly point no later than 2 pm on Sunday. The parade starts at 3 pm, and those attending 
should be prepared to leave Auburn Heights no later than 1:40 pm. If you wish to participate, 
please contact Richard Bernard (rnbernardjr@hotmail.com) or Susan Randolph 
(srandolph@auburnheights.org). If you plan to drive a vehicle, be sure to clear your car of 
choice with the DRB Board (Steve Bryce would be your first contact). We hope to see many 
familiar faces in the crowd, so please stop by to cheer on the Steam Team participants. 
 


