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YMCA Trip to Washington, 1936: For several years, Dave Creighton, a young but very 
dependable and intelligent employee of the Wilmington YMCA, would take a group of about 
16 sixth- and seventh-graders from Wilmington to the nation’s capital during spring vacation. I 
was fortunate to be in the group in 1936, along with my twin cousins, Alan and Bob Mancill. I 
think we were in Washington for three days and two nights, although it seemed longer. 
 
Electrification of the Pennsylvania Railroad from New York to Washington had been completed 
in 1935 (some commuter lines preceded that), and the Standard Railroad of the World (as the 
“Pennsy” advertised itself) was very proud of its brand new GG-1 electric locomotives. No 
longer did fast passenger trains have to stop at Manhattan Transfer in the Jersey meadows west 
of the Hudson River tunnel to cut off the coal-burning steam locomotives and replace them with 
low-geared electrics to pull the trains into and out of Penn Station in New York. So, we had a 
fast trip to Washington on the “Pennsy,” our train being pulled by a GG-1. Neat! (Cool). 
 
Washington was a very clean city and a great place to visit in those days, and of course it was 
an eye-opener for a 12-year-old. The trolley cars had a third rail in the street between the other 
two and no overhead catenary. We stayed in connecting rooms at the new Shoreham Hotel on 
Connecticut Avenue (and had nightly pillow fights) and took our meals at a nearby cafeteria. Of 
course, we visited the Capitol, where Delaware’s Senator Dan Hastings welcomed us; we 
toured the White House, the Lincoln Memorial, and the Smithsonian Institution and went to the 
top of the Washington Monument. We also visited Rock Creek Park and the National Zoo, Fort 
Myer, and Arlington National Cemetery with its Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. I think we 
went to Mount Vernon on this trip, but I’m not sure. We had a great time 
 
We returned to Wilmington on the Baltimore & Ohio’s “Royal Blue.” It was still steam-
powered in 1936 and was pulled by one of the B&O’s Pacific Class 5300s, which were named 
for U.S. Presidents from Washington to Cleveland. The train was painted blue, and a club car 
was available to coach passengers. A very friendly porter in a white coat served us boys ice 
cream while we sat at a counter across from him. I had cherry vanilla. It was a great ending to a 
great trip. 
 
Work Report: On Tuesday, July 9, the following 18 volunteers were on hand (plus another 
four or five who attended the Events Committee Meeting): Dave Leon (in charge), Jeff Pollock, 
Linda Herman, Art Wallace, Bob Jordan, Mark Russell, Ted Kamen, Jerry Lucas, Emil 
Christofano, Lou Mandich, Devon Hall, Brent McDougall, Jerry Novak, Bill Schwoebel, Dan 
Citron, Tim Nolan, Tim Ward, and Tom Marshall. 
 
The locomotives were cleaned from their Sunday runs. The ’37 Packard fuel pump was 
addressed and a solution resolved. A newly rebuilt throttle (Ole Vikre #44) was installed on the 
Model 71. Six Stanleys were prepped for our private steam car tour planned for July 12-14. 
Assembly work continued on the Model 607. 
 



On Thursday, July 11, the following 16 answered the call: Tim Ward (in charge), Ted Kamen, 
Bob Jordan, Jerry Koss, Jim Personti, Geoff Fallows, Art Wallace, Richard Bernard, Dan 
Citron, Bill Schwoebel, Eugene Maute, Gerhard Maute, Steve Bryce, Gary Green, Tim Nolan, 
and Tom Marshall.  
 
The Maute brothers continued their filing work in our library, the front truck of Locomotive 402 
was checked again and a new pin was made, and six of our Stanleys were further prepped for 
the tour, which was to start the next day. Work continued on fitting the running boards and 
fenders on the Model 607. 
 
We were saddened to learn that Dave Leon spent an emergency night in the hospital and must 
take it very easy again for several days or weeks. We missed him on the weekend tour on which 
he had hoped to take part. Also, our longtime volunteer Art Wallace, age 87, has decided to 
relocate to a retirement facility in West Palm Beach, Florida, and will be leaving us in mid-
August. He seldom missed a work session and was a great promoter for FAHP. We will miss 
him. 
 


