
 
           November 19, 2007 
Hello, Steam Team: 
 
 Spring Cleaning at Auburn Heights, 1930’s:  Before World War II, my mother usually 
had live-in domestic help, either a cook/housekeeper or a domestic couple who lived in the 
apartment over the garage, then much smaller and less elaborate than at present.  In addition, 
Clifford Murray (“Cliffey”) who worked at Auburn Heights for 50 years, was called upon for 
all jobs, interior and exterior (his biography appeared in the Weekly News of July 4, 2005).  The 
place came alive in the springtime. 
 
 The heavy rugs from most of the rooms were taken up, carried to the front yard, and hung 
on a line for beating and “hanging out”.  Then they were carefully rolled, carried to the cellar of 
the big house, and stored for the summer on empty wooden shell boxes, of which we had many 
from the Yorklyn Gun Club.  Then light summer “throw rugs” were put down.  It was not 
expected that many visitors would be entertained inside in the hot summer; the front porch was 
much more inviting.  From the cellar were brought out the porch awnings and runner-type rope 
rugs, and finally the porch furniture with all-weather cushions.  Plants that had wintered in the 
sun porch were taken to the near-by lawn and located on low tables made from planks and 
trestles.  The window and door screens came next; they, too, came from their winter storage in 
the cellar to be thoroughly washed and dried in the yard before installation.  There were no 
storm sash or storm doors in those days.  Everything had to be stored in the cellar, as the 
Museum and the “back building” had not been built.  My mother supervised all this and worked 
long hours herself, starting early and stopping late. 
 
 It was a chore to keep the dandelions and butter cups out of the lawn, portions of which 
would be “limed” in the spring.  Then there was the rose arbor, half again as long as today, the 
small rock garden on the slope below the present patio, and certain other flower beds containing 
iris, daffodils, lilies of the valley, and other bloomers which made quite a spring show.  But the 
big job was getting the large rock garden ready, described in the News of March 6, 2006.  
Between the stone walks and scenic ponds there was a profusion of color, mostly from phlox 
and low-blooming ground cover such as periwinkle, covering the spaces between arborvitae, 
hews, and an occasional deciduous tree.  Leaves had to be raked from around the rocks and 
plants, and some annual planting and weeding was ever-present.  Often my father had to “shore 
up” the water spillways, always wanting to find some good local clay.  In 1938, he changed 
from hydraulic rams to an over-shot water wheel to pump water from the mill race to the 
highest point. 
 
 There was a flagstone deck at the bank of the mill race, and rough outdoor chairs allowed 
visitors to sit and view the rustic arch bridge across the tiny stream (this is where the “Kennett 
Trolley” stop had been from 1903 to 1923).  I recall one summer party where hors d’ouvres 
were served at this location, probably a prelude to a dinner party up the hill in a more normal 
location.  During World War II, of necessity, the rock garden was neglected, and in the years 
that followed it was never rebuilt.  In 1970, the rocks were removed or plowed under, the small 
ponds and spillways filled, and the view from the house cut off with the building of the pond. 



 
 
 
 Three FAHP meetings took place last week, in addition to four sessions by the Search 
Committee, interviewing candidates to be a full-time Executive Director.  The Finance 
Committee met on Monday night, the Collections Committee on Wednesday, and the quarterly 
Board of Directors Meeting took place Thursday evening in the Museum with 16 directors 
present.  A total budget of $185,000 was approved for 2008.  Our finances are in a healthy 
condition, and our Annual Appeal is coming along well.  There are 6 more weeks to participate, 
and we hope you will support it if you have not already done so.  The Collections Committee is 
preparing an ethics policy, and discussed proper insurance coverage for the 8 cars that came 
into the collection in October.  They feel the cars should be covered at their recently appraised 
value and for collision (which we have not had previously).  This committee is also studying 
how the FAHP cars should be used.  Four candidates for the Executive Director position were 
interviewed on Friday and Saturday by our committee of six, chaired by Dan Muir.  Stay tuned 
for more information. 
 
 Rob and Chevonne Robison, chairs of the November 23-24 public event, have most of 
the volunteer jobs covered and will be completing decorations in the next couple of days.  We 
are hoping for good attendance at our last public days of 2007.  The weather forecast calls for 
clear, breezy, and cold days.  Our mechanical things are ready to go, and Museum decorations 
will be finished tomorrow night under the leadership of Rose Ann Hoover.  The driving season 
is about over, but Jim Personti has the burner nearly finished for our Model CX, we have a new 
burner pan for the 735, and we may do additional burner work when the burner is off the car.  
We have the engine out of the Stanley Museum’s Model 70, Bill Rule has made a tool for 
shaving new perch poles, and the engine is apart for rebuilding.  We are also rebushing the 
throttle linkage.  The two Steve Jensens have been here several times for minor track work, 
hoping to prevent any derailments during our operation this week. 
 
 Thanks to all who have helped with recent projects, and to those who plan to help us 
Friday and Saturday.  There will be a regular work session Tuesday night, 11/20, but not on 
Thursday, Thanksgiving Day.  HAPPY THANKSGIVING TO ALL.       Tom 


