FAHP News, December 22, 2014

Decorating for “Old Fashioned Christmas” at the Magic Age of Steam, 1971-1977:
Unfortunately, women were not involved in the Christmas decorations, outdoors and in the
museum, during the Magic Age of Steam’s seven years of its “Old Fashioned Christmas.” Crude as
the decorations were, however, the five or six days each year were extremely popular, and it was
not unusual to have over 600 visitors in a single afternoon or evening.

The events were scheduled in early evening except on weekend days, when they would be in the
afternoon, and the “Magic Age” was open three hours each time. In 1971 and possibly °72, three
days before Christmas and three days after were advertised, but it was soon realized that the events
after Christmas were much better attended, so they would often start on December 26 and run as
late as January 3 if New Year’s fell on a Friday. The main attraction was the outdoor train ride, and
two steam trains, running one behind the other in a counter-clockwise direction, attempted to keep
up with the demand.

Lighted trees were all over the yard of Auburn Heights, including the large holly in the circle of the
driveway next to the big house. As the trains left West Yorklyn Station, a distant lighted display to
the left showed Santa with his sleigh and several reindeer, of which Rudolph was the first. Looking
beyond, passengers could observe the big house, now called the “mansion,” with electric candles in
72 windows. As the tunnel was approached, colored lights were all over its portals as well as inside
its 90-foot length. The ticket booth and Lakeside Park Station were festively lighted as the train trip
progressed. A lighted rotating tree turned on the island in the pond (there was no bridge or platform
there in those years). Several small “volunteer” trees with colored lights down the bank toward the
mill race offered eye appeal for the less sophisticated passengers. Paper-mache sheep grazed on the
lawn below West Yorklyn station as the train ride came to its conclusion.

Our faithful Cretors popcorn machine, running on house steam in the garage (carriage house), was
kept busy supplying the demand, along with hot chocolate, both served without charge. In the
museum, also displaying a large rotating “Steam-powered Christmas tree,” the operating Lionel
electric trains, all from Tom Marshall’s boyhood collection, were perhaps the greatest attraction.
The rebuilt “O”-gauge circular railway was part of it, but the Standard-gauge layout, erected on the
concrete floor and different each year (until 1976), was of especial interest. Since “house steam”
was piped through the museum building, it was possible to operate several stationary model
engines, the Model EX Stanley (in place on a stand), and the %4”-scale 4-8-4 locomotive that had
been built by Clarence Marshall during World War II (this has been run on air in recent years).

Displays of old dolls, early children’s books, and a stuffed Santa Claus worn out with his feet
propped up at a makeshift fireplace (after all, it WAS after Christmas), supplemented the display of
about 24 antique cars then in the collection. Tom Mitchell played Christmas tunes on the Estey
Reed Organ. Those who ran the “Magic Age” operation during the warm-weather months, mostly
high school students who were glad to make extra spending money, were eager to work these
holiday events. In 1977, a quartet of 18-year-olds rode in the back seat of the Mountain Wagon,
entertaining riders with vocal selections. It was so cold that the “Wagon” would be backed into the
steam-heated garage between trips, so car, driver, and male singers could warm up.



Indeed, it was an unsophisticated operation by today’s standards. Weldin Stumpf and I put it
together each year. All-inclusive admission was $2.50 for adults and $1.25 for children under 12.
Nevertheless, it was FUN. Like today, most visitors left happy. Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year to all!

Work Report: A festive time was had by 23 volunteers on Tuesday, December 16, as Rose Ann
Hoover outdid even herself with her chocolate-and-cake display of the PRR’s famous Horseshoe
Curve. Complete with steam trains rounding the curve and a 2-6-2 derailed and on its side inside
the curve, it was a sight to see before hungry volunteers got a chance to enjoy the delicacies from
which it was made. Holiday cheeses and crackers and special cakes of various kinds supplemented
hot chocolate and made the evening in the museum a rewarding experience for those volunteers
who make Auburn Heights a special place to visit. Not much mechanical work was accomplished
during the evening.

Those in attendance were: Brent McDougall, Mac Taylor, Dan Citron, Emil Christofano, Eugene
Maute, Gerhard Maute, Jerry Novak, Tim Ward, Dave Leon, Bob Jordan, Ted Kamen, Steve Bryce,
Richard Bernard, Anne Cleary, Kathy Beck, Rose Ann Hoover, Susan Randolph, Jesse Gagnon,
Ruth Marshall, Tom Marshall, Jim Personti, Edwin Paschall, and Bob Wilhelm.

On Thursday, December 18, our last “session” before the holidays, 15 volunteers took part, as
follows: Jerry Novak (in charge), Bob Jordan, Ted Kamen, Tom Marshall, Devon Hall, Dave Leon,
Steve Bryce, Mark Russell, Tim Ward, Jared Schoenly, Jim Personti, Mike Olsen, Geoff Fallows,
Bill Schwoebel, and Lou Mandich.

Except for making a new cable, the vaporizer was finished for the Mountain Wagon, which
included a new cast iron “heat block,” a new end block, and the brazing of this end block onto the
stainless vaporizer pipe. Lexol was applied to the leather on the Mountain Wagon and the Model
87, which completes the list, as all cars with leather upholstery have now been treated. The 12-v.
battery in the Model 87, new in 2001, was removed for replacement. Boxed mats, a coat rack, and
various Christmas items were removed from the museum and stored in the attic.

The metal destined for the scrap yard was sorted (this brought in $166.20). In the “engine house”
below the shop, a section of track was fastened to the new table in preparation for maintenance
work on our AVRR passenger cars. The repair of the antique Pullman Company step stool was
completed (except for painting), with new feet brazed on. Work progressed on the engine for the
Model H-5, with the connecting rods properly located on the engine, and 5/16” stainless rod located
for the fabrication of new valve rods.

Jeff Kennard has turned the crank pins on axle #2 of our Locomotive 402 and plans to deliver the
finished job on December 22. Our next work session is planned for Tuesday, January 6. To one and
all, have a wonderful holiday!



