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George Washington (1732-1799): Yesterday, February 22, used to be celebrated as George 
Washington’s birthday. Several generations revered him as the father of his country. As I have 
studied him in recent years, I would say that title is an understatement. There is no question that 
he was not only a towering figure but an exemplary man in all respects. 
 
When I was very young, when reading of Washington’s birth on February 22, 1732. 
at Wakefield in Westmoreland County, Virginia, there appeared a notation that he was born on 
February 11, 1731, on the Julian calendar that was then in effect. I soon learned that the western 
world lost 11 days when the change was made to the slightly more accurate Gregorian calendar 
in 1752. That accounted for 11 days, but why was there a difference of one year and 11 days? It 
took something like 50 years to find out. When looking at Thomas Jefferson’s tombstone at 
Monticello, the 11 days’ difference was still there when he was born in 1743, but “George’s 
extra year” did not apply. The reason was that January and February were the last two months 
of the year on the Julian calendar, with each new year starting on March 1. When Washington 
was born in February, it was near the end of the 1731 Julian year, but this would have been the 
second month of 1732 on our present Gregorian calendar. Only 11 days were affected when 
Jefferson was born in April 1743. Now that this is settled, feel free to pursue your life as usual. 
 
The two most important things, in my opinion, that Washington did for his country, were 1) to 
prevail against a far-superior British army to win the Revolution, the longest war in our history, 
and 2) to say in 1796 without hesitation that he would not accept a third term as the country’s 
new president.  
 
Despite impossible odds and much intrigue from within to remove him from command, he just 
wouldn’t give up. He was not a general directing things from a comfortable headquarters, he 
was directly involved in the war’s most important battles and had several horses shot out from 
under him. Patrick Ferguson, a Scotsman in the British army who had invented the Ferguson 
breech-loading rifle, could have shot Washington in the back at Chadds Ford during the Battle 
of the Brandywine, but wartime gallantry of those days considered that inappropriate. 
Throughout his life, Washington admitted he had been very lucky on many occasions. 
 
Washington was the only president in our history to be elected unanimously, and that happened 
in 1788 and 1792. Had he wanted a third term, he would not have had a challenger. He 
declined, John Adams was elected, and the father of our country went home to Mount Vernon. 
In Washington’s words: “We are through with Kings in this country.” He died a few days 
before Christmas in 1799, two months shy of his 68th birthday. 
 
When I was growing up, there was a family birthday party about this time each year. Uncle 
Bassett Ferguson was born on February 21 (1878) and I on February 20, with George 
Washington awaiting his on the 22nd. I remember well when our country celebrated George’s 
200th in 1932. 
 



Work Report: Despite bitter cold weather, both work sessions during the past week were 
productive. On Tuesday, February 17, eight volunteers answered the call: Jerry Novak (in 
charge), Ted Kamen, Brent McDougall, Tom Marshall, Dave Leon, Mark Russell, Steve Bryce, 
and Kelly Williams. 
 
The “Car Steward” program, whereby a qualified operator takes temporary “ownership” of one 
or more cars in our collection, was revived. Kelly Williams, Dave Leon, Jerry Novak, Steve 
Bryce, and Tom Marshall looked at all the operating cars and listed the items, mostly 
mechanical, that need to be addressed before these cars are used in the coming season. Since it 
is more satisfactory to work on these maintenance items in the garage/shop rather than the 
museum, timetables were considered that will move cars in and out of the work area in an 
efficient way. 
 
More paint stripping was done on the popcorn machine’s framework, especially the top, where 
at least four colors of old paint have been uncovered. More track sections were put together on 
the track bench, using the new 2 x 4 cypress ties. Under the guidance of Brent McDougall, this 
program will be accelerated during the coming weeks. 
 
On Thursday, February 19, 12 volunteers were on hand: Dave Leon (in charge), Jerry Lucas, 
Bob Jordan, Ted Kamen, Steve Bryce, Richard Bernard, Tom Marshall, Geoff Fallows, Jim 
Personti, Bob Stransky, Tim Ward, and Dan Citron. 
 
The crankshaft from the Model H-5 engine was removed from its frame and chucked up in the 
big lathe to determine whether the shaft is actually bent. A digital dial indicator will be used to 
make this determination. The Cretors popcorn engine is now completely disassembled, and 
parts have been designated for re-plating. The last of the old paint was removed from the 
popper’s roof. 
 
Locomotive 401 was examined to see if all pins and connections activating the valve gear are 
satisfactory. Several small improvements should improve its operation this coming spring. The 
persistent vapor leak behind the burner forks on the Mountain Wagon was addressed again. A 
new copper washer was fit and annealed. No other cause was found. It has been put back 
together and is ready for testing again. The Car Steward program continued, this time with 
Steve Bryce, Richard Bernard, Jerry Lucas, Tim Ward and Dan Citron going over the cars 
under their care. 
 
An omission occurred last week, when the faithful Maute brothers, Gene and Gerhard, were not 
mentioned as attending on Tuesday, February 10. Our apologies.  


