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Our First Trip West with a Trailer: In late September 1990, several of our Colorado friends 
had planned a 5-day Steam Car Tour starting and ending in Colorado Springs. Since it was the 
25th wedding anniversary of our friends, Bob and Aileen Krewatch, we invited them to 
accompany us in our 30-horsepower 1912 Stanley Model 87. It was planned that Ruth and 
Aileen would fly out, spend two or three extra days with their longtime friend Ellen Eisenhour, 
who lived in Woodland Park near the Springs, and that Bob and I would take charge of the 
towing rig consisting of my 1985 GMC Suburban and my JAC trailer with its contents. Along 
with supplies and tools in the trailer and in the Suburban, there was clothing for the four of us, 
sufficient for the varying conditions of such a trip. 
 

The women flew to Colorado Springs the day Bob and I left, and their trip was on schedule. We 
stopped the first night at Springfield, OH, and the second at Independence, Missouri, as Bob 
had an old army buddy who lived there. Our rig was parked outside our motel room, with I-70 
in view up an embankment. When we arose the next morning, everything was gone! We called, 
and the local police came around to take down the details. They said to stick around (we had no 
choice), and they would call if and when they learned anything. Bob’s friend and his wife were 
very helpful in providing us with necessary transportation. The next night at 3:00 A.M., a phone 
call informed us that the Suburban had been found with all its wheels removed, as well as the 
radiator. There was no word on the trailer. About 7 A.M., however, a second call informed us to 
go to a compound along the river in Kansas City, claim our Suburban and trailer, and make 
arrangements to remove them. We were not informed as to the trailer’s contents. 
 

Finding the place, initial inspection indicated that the Suburban was damaged the most, and the 
Stanley was basically undisturbed inside the trailer. A nearby repair shop kept its pick-up truck 
circulating within the compound, and upon positive recommendation, we arranged for that 
outfit to tow everything to its shop, less than one mile away. The insurance adjuster came 
promptly, and authorized a complete repair. The shop had to furnish a new radiator, five wheels 
and tires, and do cosmetic work on the dash where the radio had been torn loose. Although we 
postponed some cosmetic work to the Suburban, the repair shop had us ready to go about 30 
hours after they brought in the wreck. Bob and I bought temporary clothing, and called Ruth 
and Aileen telling them to do the same. So, 3½ days later than planned, Bob and I headed west 
across Kansas, stopping overnight at Hays and arriving at Golden, just west of Denver, in mid-
afternoon the next day. The “girls” were there to meet us, and we dropped our trailer in Con 
Fletcher’s yard, then drove to Estes Park, where we stayed one night at the Stanley Hotel. 
 

Two days later, the Steam Car Tour began at Colorado Springs. It was the largest progressive 
steam car tour held in the Rockies, with about 25 steamers taking part, including six or seven 
Whites and one Doble. Before the tour, Brent Campbell and Art Hart both climbed Pike’s Peak 
in their Stanleys. The first night we stayed at Canon City, the second and third at Mount 
Princeton Hot Springs, and the fourth at Cripple Creek, before returning to our starting point for 
the blow-down banquet and our fifth night. We drove over the Royal Gorge, had lunch in 
Leadville, and experienced Cripple Creek before the gambling came. On Wilkerson Pass 
overlooking Colorado’s South Park where a catered lunch had been arranged, three 30-
horsepower Stanley touring cars and their occupants were photographed together. Brent 
Campbell had his famous “Big Green,” and we had our faithful Model 87, veteran of four 



“Trans-Con” Tours. Don Bourdon had his Model 85 on its first trip to Colorado. This same car 
carried the Bourdons and the Mays safely over much of Colorado (and Wyoming) just one 
month ago. 
 

Last week, the museum was again filled, as cars and members returned from the tour. Two new 
boilers also returned from the tour: a 20-horsepower and a 30-horsepower -- both spares for 
future projects. They were hoisted into the museum attic by Bill Schwoebel, Lou Mandich, 
Jerry Novak, and Ted Kamen. Progress continues on the Stanley Model 607, with Jerry Lucas 
finishing up work on the burner. Mark Russell and Art Wallace continue to prep the 607 fenders 
for the paint shop, and Emil Christofano and Jeff Pollock are progressing on the Rauch & Lang 
rear axle. Last Thursday was the final ice cream run of the season, with 8 Stanleys, including 
Bob Wilhelm's Model 735, making the trip to Woodside Farm Creamery.  Nearly 40 members 
and guests enjoyed ice cream and a pleasant drive through the countryside. All cars behaved 
well with the  exception of the Stanley Model 740, with continuing burner problems that kept 
Richard Bernard and Art Wallace very busy for much of the  evening's drive. 
  
Work continued last Friday, when Tim Ward sand-blasted the 10-horsepower boiler featured in 
the museum's interactive exhibit, and Richard Bernard helped Tom fix the plugged vaporizer on 
the Model 740. Jerry Novak also installed a drain for the de-humidifier in the museum.  
 
Sending Best Wishes 
We send best wishes to Jim Sank, who broke 3 bones in his ankle while attempting to board a 
tug boat in the Delaware River (he is a tug boat captain). After 3 days in the hospital, he is 
expected to be out of circulation until late August. We wish him our best for a full recovery. 
 

Locomotive Firing Up -- Wed, July 28  
Bill Schwoebel will be giving a locomotive "firing up" demo for a group of volunteers from 
Hagley Museum this week. We are pleased to be returning one of the many favors extended to 
F.A.H.P. by Hagley at 10 am, Wednesday morning, when Bill will demonstrate the operation of 
the Auburn Valley Railroad.  
 
Upcoming Activities 
We are gearing up for our second big public open house of the season this Sunday, August 1! It 
coincides almost to the day with the 50th Anniversary of the AVRR (the railroad debuted on 
Clarence Marshall's 75th birthday, August 5, 1960). So join us as we celebrate this big 
milestone and welcome old and young alike to Auburn Heights! If you'd like to be a part of the 
fun, contact Richard Bernard (rnbernardjr@hotmail.com) to volunteer -- spots still open! 
 
Dan Citron has scheduled another tour of the Marshall Brothers Paper Mill -- for members only 
-- August 17, 6:30 pm. Those comfortable walking down the hill can meet Dan at the back gate 
of Auburn Heights (by the back building) between 6:15 and 6:20. There are limited parking 
spots along Benge Rd for those who prefer to avoid the climb. The tour will cover the Marshall 
Bros. Paper Mill building only. Please e-mail Dan (Daniel.Citron@state.de.us) if you are 
interested in attending. 
 


