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Traveling the Roads of Delaware, 1930s: During this decade, my parents owned a house on the beach at 
Rehoboth, 96 miles, more or less, from Auburn Heights. It was also the time of big Straight Eight Packards in 
the Marshall family, supplemented by a couple of V-12s toward the end of the decade. For those days, these big 
cars were fast and comfortable for making the north-south trip. Going south, the first 10 miles in New Castle 
County was over the hills, then it was flat and the roads were very good. 
 
Usually our route was via Newark, Summit Bridge, and Middletown, joining the DuPont Highway at the H & H 
Garage north of Blackbird. A stop was often made at Middletown to visit my grandmother Shallcross and to 
pick up produce in season from the Shallcross farms. On the return trip, we often stayed on the DuPont 
Highway to a point north of St. Georges, then continued through Red Lion, Bear, Christiana, and Stanton. Since 
there were fewer than 50,000 cars registered in Delaware, traffic was always light, and my father, without the 
aid of speed control, would keep the speedometer right on 50. 
 
My parents started going to Rehoboth regularly in 1925, and for three summers they rented houses on Maryland 
Avenue, first the Bradford cottage and then the Handy cottage, where I fell down the stairs and knocked out all 
my lower baby teeth. In those days, the road surface from Milford to Nassau was sand and gravel, so the 
preferred route was via Georgetown, which added about 12 miles. The principal towns en route had no by-
passes, so we went down the main streets of Smyrna, Dover, Magnolia, Frederica, and Milford. In the fall of 
1927, our new house on Queen Street in Rehoboth Heights was completed, and an 18-foot-wide concrete road 
was built from Milford to Five Points, connecting with the road from Georgetown. The Rehoboth boardwalk 
was extended south to Prospect Street, just beyond Queen, in 1929. 
 
In the 1930s, my father was president of the bank in Kennett Square, and during the Depression, the Board of 
Directors met twice each week. Tuesdays and Fridays my dad would leave Rehoboth about 4:45 A.M. 
(Standard Time), arriving at Auburn Heights soon after 8:00 (Daylight Saving Time). At that hour of the 
morning, he might meet one or two cars between Rehoboth and Milford. Returning in late afternoon, he gained 
an hour and arrived in plenty of time for dinner. Most of the time he made this trip alone, but about two or three 
times each summer, I would go with him. He rather enjoyed the trip in one of his Packards, as he did not fish, 
play golf, or enjoy the beach at Rehoboth and would rather explore the roads and the small towns of Sussex 
County. 
 
A retired doctor named Tomlinson lived a few blocks away, and my dad often invited him to ride around the 
countryside on day trips. Sometimes they would go to Denton, Salisbury, or Ocean City in Maryland and 
sometimes to less distant points. There was no coastal highway south of Rehoboth until about 1937, so a trip to 
Bethany Beach was over 30 miles via Millsboro and Dagsboro, and to Ocean City, it was 50 miles via 
Millsboro, Selbyville, and Berlin. Once in a while, I went along, but I would fall asleep before the day was over. 
 
Other than the major highways, Delaware and Maryland had hundreds of miles of nine-foot roads. Such a road 
cost half as much to build as a two-lane 18-foot-wide road, and worked well where traffic was light. The lane in 
one direction would be concrete nine feet wide, with the lane in the other direction being gravel. A driver was 
expected to travel on the concrete until he spotted a car coming in the other direction, whereby he would take to 
the dusty gravel portion to pass. The gravel lane would be on one side and then the other, so theoretically a 
driver would have to take to the gravel only half the time when passing. I’m not sure what happened on the 
curves where approaching cars could not be seen very far ahead. 
 
As traffic picked up during the 1930s, most of the nine-foot roads were widened by concreting the full width of 
18 feet. On our trips to Rehoboth, the roads south of Dover were 18 feet wide; from Dover to Wilmington they 
were slightly wider. By the end of the ‘30s decade, many 18-foot roads were widened to 22 or 24 feet by adding 
concrete strips on one or both sides. In fact the DuPont Highway was becoming a dual four-lane road with a 
wide median strip by 1935. This major project began at Wilmington and moved southward, reaching Smyrna 



about 1938, and on to Dover by the beginning of World War II. Smyrna, Dover, Frederica, and Milford were 
also by-passed for through traffic using the DuPont Highway. 
 
Work Report: On Tuesday, September 1, 15 volunteers were on hand as follows: Ted Kamen (in charge), Tom 
Marshall, Steve Bryce, Anne Cleary, Mike Ciosek, Dennis Dragon, Dave Leon, Jerry Lucas, Brent McDougall, 
Mark Russell, Bill Schwoebel, Bob Stransky, Mac Taylor, Jay Williams, and Tim Ward. 
 
The “Evening at the Museum” program, headed by Jesse Gagnon, featured the firing up and operation of our 
steam locomotives on the Auburn Valley, using #401. Several volunteers headed by Bill Schwoebel did a good 
job of explaining how this is done, and rides behind the steam locomotive were provided before darkness fell. 
The Mountain Wagon was prepped and cleaned for the upcoming Steamin’ Sunday on Sept. 6. 
 
Small weights were attached to the front truck on one of the steam-type locomotives on the Lionel layout. An 
attempt was made to fire up the Model 725 after the installation of a rebuilt steam automatic, but a fuel leak in 
one of the fittings prevented this from continuing. More work was done on the Cretors popcorn machine, and a 
second chain was degreased and cleaned. A door hinge from the Rauch & Lang electric was removed for repair. 
The flower pots that hold the Invitational car signs were covered with plastic bags and returned to the attic for 
storage. 
 
On Thursday, September 3, 11 volunteers were on hand, viz: Dave Leon (in charge), Ted Kamen, Tom 
Marshall, Steve Bryce, Lou Mandich, Devon Hall, Bill Schwoebel, Tim Ward, Jim Personti, Geoff Fallows, and 
Brent McDougall. 
 
In cleaning up the smoke box on the 401, the line feeding the petticoat pipe (stack blower) broke off, so a new 
one was fabricated and installed. It was reported that the throttle is leaking, but since it is a sizeable job to 
remove it for repair, the decision was made to wait until next week to undertake this job. Car #3 on the wooden 
car AVRR train was worked over, and major repairs were made to one of the trucks, which should be a great 
improvement. A driving lesson was given by Lou Mandich to Devon Hall in the Model T Ford, and it was 
prepped for its use on Sept. 6. 
 
On the Model 725, the fuel leak near the steam automatic was repaired, and the car was fired up. The automatic 
seems to work well, but the fire was weak and needs to be checked out. New rubber tubing was installed on the 
lines to the acetylene lights on the Model 76. Work on the Cretors popper continued. 
 
The Boxler bench was moved back to its pad near the AVRR station, and the Gift Shop carts were brought to 
the upper garage. The electrical system had been worked over on the ’37 Packard, so it was test-driven around 
the driveway, and it ran very well. It was moved back to its normal place in the museum. The running board 
trim and covering still need repair. 
 
On Friday and Saturday, a new steam line 10 feet long with a jet in the end was run through the flue on the 
Model 87, with the hope that it will cut down on the vapor smell when the burner shuts off, a continuing 
problem with this car. The syphon line was disconnected and the dash valve used for this now activates the flue 
blower. 
 


