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Celebrities at Yorklyn:  Perhaps you have heard much more than you need to know about the 
Yorklyn trapshooting tournaments staged by my father.  The week just finished was traditionally 
the “big week” each year at the Yorklyn Gun Club, when shooters from all parts of the country 
participated for 4-1/2 days.  Some of these names were big in the trapshooting world, but meant 
nothing to anyone else. 
 
The big tournament usually started Tuesday afternoon with an introductory event, and settled into 
the “Marshall Marathon” on Wednesday, billed as the 500=target World Amateur Championship.  
Thursday and Friday were each 200-target events, with the Doubles Championship thrown in 
somewhere (usually 100 targets).  The Handicap on Saturday finished off the week, and had the 
largest number of shooters.  In addition to the day events, however, there were always two night 
shoots on Wednesday and Friday.  These were shot at 50 targets and were especially popular with 
local shooters who could not afford the longer programs.  Often more than 200 marksmen would 
enter for one of the night shoots.  Six traps were each lighted with two large 1000-candlepower 
light bulbs in front of giant reflectors, mounted in portable wooden boxes on the two sides of the 
trap house.  The beams of light shown on the trajectory of the clay targets so that they looked like 
flying light bulbs until broken or “smoked” by the shooter.  The lights also let us know how many 
bugs were flying around- millions!  A small 40-watt bulb with a “pool table” reflector was over 
each shooting position, so the shooter could see to align his gun barrel.  Originally. direct current 
for this operation was supplied by a large generator hooked to a 1917 Packard Twin Six motor 
(later the Club was connected to commercial A.C. power).  It was not uncommon to have over 
1,000 spectators, and the 200 shooters could be handled in about 3 hours (more detail on these 
tournaments can be found in “Weekly News” stories of 10/17/05 and 2/20/06). 
 
Trapshooting at Yorklyn attracted some famous people.  First of all, the duPonts:  Eugene E. 
duPont of Greenville was an expert shot who won several State championships.  Eugene of the 
“Owl’s Nest”, and his son Eugene III, both enjoyed shooting but were not very good at it.  Victor 
duPont of Guyencourt and his sons Victor, Jr. and Charles, all took part and did very well at times, 
the father winning the Delaware State Handicap at Yorklyn in 1942 with a score of 94 out of 100 
and 25 straight in the shoot-off with Donald Tulloch.   Philip F. duPont of Fairville attended the 
early Yorklyn tournaments and bestowed upon my father a book of his poems in appreciation for 
the good times he had here. 
 
A few major league baseball players came to the night shoots.  In the 1930’s all big league games 
were in the afternoon, so when the Red Sox or the Yankees were playing the old  Athletics in 
Philadelphia, a few of them came to night shoots at Yorklyn and shot the 50-target program.  Herb 
Pennock, the great Yankee pitcher who was called the “Squire of Kennett Square” invited Lefty 
Grove and several of his teammates to have an evening of fun at the traps, and this they did.  To 
my knowledge, however, neither Babe Ruth nor Lou Gehrig were ever at Yorklyn.  The band 
leader Paul Whiteman, a huge man, came to Yorklyn in 1948 with his friend Jack Matthews.  With 
many engagements in the New York area, Whiteman was then living near New Hope, PA.  During 
one afternoon between shooting events, I noticed Mr. Whiteman looking for a place to sit down, 



so I offered him one of our many wooden folding chairs.  He was very grateful but asked if there 
was another as he was too wide to fit on one.  Lowell Thomas had planned to come, but a week 
before the shoot he sent my father a letter saying his commitments would not allow him to attend.  
Howard M. Nichols, president of the Atlantic Refining Company, was an avid trapshooter and an 
annual participant at Yorklyn.  Robert W. Johnson, Jr., son of Robert Wood Johnson, founder of 
Johnson & Johnson in New Brunswick, NJ, shot here several times just before World War II. 
 
The opera singer and movie star, James Melton, was at the Gun Club in 1951, but not as a 
trapshooter.  An avid antique auto collector, he attended the National Spring Meet of the Antique 
Automobile Club of America here that year, and drove our Model H-5 up and down the hill 
several times, accompanied by my father, who had just restored it.  
 
On Saturday, August 9, two more one-on-one driving lessons were given by Steve Bryce and 
Walter Higgins to “students” Mark Russell and Dan Citron.  Condensing Stanley cars were used, 
the Models 735 and 740.  The teachers reported that the students are doing very well.  Last 
Thursday, Steve Bryce and I tested the Mountain Wagon, and believe the mysterious noise is 
gone, thanks to Dave Lumley and others.  The brakes were poor, however, and Jim Personti found 
the brake shoes far out of adjustment, which has now been corrected.  The repair made to the H-5 
engine by Jerry Lucas seems good, and it is ready to be “buttoned up”. 
 
This week is “Meetings Week”, with our president, Mike May, due in tonight, and our treasurer, 
Bob Reilly, on Tuesday night.  On Wednesday at 5:00 Bob has called a meeting of the Finance 
Committee, and at 6:30 the Collections Committee will meet with its chairs, Greg Landrey and 
Mike May.  Also on Tuesday, Mike and I plan to meet with Sarah Stanley after which we will 
report on progress toward getting our final logo. 
 
The Board Meeting itself, scheduled for 6:30 on Thursday in the Museum, will focus on approval 
of our Strategic Plan, which has been 6 months in the making, with the Steering Committee and all 
sub-committees expending much time, effort, and expertise in bringing us a final draft.  In 
addition, the usual committee reports, the financials, and reports from Dan Citron and James 
Wagner of the Division of Parks will make up the agenda. 
 
Several drivers of Stanley cars expect to attend the Threshermen’s Reunion at Kinzers, PA, on 
Friday, August 15, and plan to begin firing up at 8:30.  No pre-registration is required, so it’s not 
too late to go, and enough cars should be available.  Next Sunday, August 17, our annual 
Volunteers’ Picnic, under the leadership of Rose Ann Hoover and Anne Cleary, will take place at 
Auburn Heights from 2:00 to 5:00.  Some surprises are in store, including the first installment of 
an Auburn Heights garage sale (proceeds to FAHP), and the showing of the film, either on screen 
or VHS video, of the “Great New Jersey Steam and Air Race”. 
 
Finally, Jerry Novak reminds us that we need to register cars for the Hagley Show on September 
14, the day after our Lions’ Eye Bank charter event at Auburn Heights.  Entry blanks are in the 
garage or shop.        Tom 


